Take it
from drab
to fab

everything’s

looking up:
Looked up lately? Perhaps it’s time to freshen up the
ceilings throughout the entire house. From crown
mouldings to coffered, from dropped ceiling to tin, the
choices are endless. The result can add new style to
the home that wasn’t there before, and add value if the
homeowners are selling. > P.13

To suit the needs of a changing family dynamic, a Metro
Vancouver company turned an
aging, uncomfortable house
into a modern, airy home that
better meets the family’s needs.
Basil Restorations Ltd. just won
the prestigious Canadian Home
Builders’ Association’s SAM
award for this New Westminster
Screen House, for Whole House
Renovation. Find out why the
family renovated and how the
house turned out
›› p.5
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inspirational

...a sensational renovation

RJR Construction won a SAM award for this North Vancouver home renovation. L-R: Project manager John Campbell,
designer Osman Ozakcayli and RJR Construction owner Shawn
Stewart pose with the prize-winning home. Rob Newell photo

Problematic to prize-winner
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
Ten years ago, a Metro Vancouver family
faced a tough decision.
The Kang family – Sunny and Han and
their young son – made a smart personal
and financial choice. They figured out

where they wanted to live over the longterm, investigated which schools they believed would be the best for their son, then
bought what they could then afford: one of
the worst houses on a great street.
The home was in desperate need of work.
“The house had major problems

throughout,” says Han Kang.
“In the fall and winter months, the lack
of insulation and the badly fitted windows
made for a very chilly, drafty home.”
Tempted to start piecemeal renovations

HEATING & SHEET METAL LTD.



MAGGIE CALLOWAY
Every now and then shoppers
will stumble upon a place that is so
wonderful and unique, they can’t get
it out of their minds.
Vancouver’s Main Street is a great
example – a wonderful, quirky street
that is always changing and always
interesting.
A recent fabulous find is JoJo’s
Place, on Main Street’s Antique Row.
JoJo’s Place is not an antique shop
in the usual
sense, although
wonderful items
from years gone
by are present.
And this is not
a furniture shop,
at least not in
the usual sense,
although they do
A Jojo’s armoir. sell furniture.
Store founders
Josh and Janet Rosen didn’t originally intend to open Jojo’s Place.
Josh was working in a completely
different field, as a floor trader. He
would come home from work every
day and Janet, who is extremely
creative, would show him “something fabulous” she had made during
the day.
Janet would find orphaned pieces
of furniture, Josh says, then paint
and embellish them, to make them
more interesting.

CONTINUED ON P.2
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*Limited time offer

Old can be
beautiful:
furniture

11868 216th Street, Maple Ridge 604-467-6474
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Locally Owned & Operated • Custom Sheet Metal Shop
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Full-house
renovation a
sound decision
CONTINUED FROM P.1

as the budget allowed over the years, the
family made the choice to wait until a full-on
renovation was financially possible.
That time finally arrived, and the next major decision was who they should trust with
this once-in-a-lifetime project.
Again, the Kangs did the smart thing and
took advantage of the Greater Vancouver
Home Builders’ Association annual Parade
of Renovated Homes, a tour of several Metro
Vancouver homes featuring professional renovators, many of them award winners.
The bonus was the renovation contractor
was on-site at each of the finished homes to
offer expert advice and discuss the craftsmanship that went into the reno. The homes
included in the tour featured projects ranging
from $70,000 to more than $700,000.
The tour of the renovated homes allowed
the Kangs to not only meet the actual contractors, but to look for a home that closely
matched what they dreamed of for their own.
It was at a home in North Vancouver they
found a match. The home was renovated to
their taste and the workmanship was topnotch.
Meeting the contract renovator, Shawn
Stewart of RJR Construction, at the site and
the ability to ask lots of questions, was a huge
benefit, say the Kangs.
“We were very impressed with Shawn and
the work done by RJR but we did our due
diligence and interviewed other potential
contractors, plus we followed up with the ref-
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Before and after photos show how much the
Vancouver home’s exterior improved.

erences from past clients of RJR,” Kang says.
“The feedback we received from RJR clients, not just for the work but for the care and
CONTINUED ON P.3
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Homeowners
happy with
home reno

Choosing to renovate
an existing house
in a neighbourhood
they liked was a wise
decision for the Kang
family. Now, they live
in a home that has won
a prestigious national
renovation award, in a
North Vancouver community they love. They
also liked working with
RJR Construction.
‘The experience was
very positive throughout the process and
post-construction,” says
homeowner Han Kang.
‘We are thrilled with the
results.’

CONTINUED FROM P.2

attention paid during and post-renovation,
really made us feel comfortable.”
Stewart says the Kangs’ decision to renovate the house as opposed to moving was
a good decision, as the home was the right
size for the family and it was situated in a
sought-after neighbourhood where their
young son was already established in a good
school.
“The Kangs needed what was in effect, a
new home on the same footprint,” Stewart
says. “The question was, can they get what
they dreamed of for a reasonable dollar
value. We put some different options on the
table, which was followed by some backand-forth between needs and wants and
budget.”
The end result was agreeable to both,
Stewart adds.
“We ended up with a design they wanted
with the layout they wanted.”
The family moved out of the house for the
six months of the renovation, as there was
no area of the house that wasn’t affected.
The home was stripped back to the studs, all
the electrical was updated to code and the
modern needs of today’s family.
The plumbing was also stripped out and
replaced, on-demand hot water systems
were installed, as well as a high-efficiency
furnace, and all the windows were replaced
with low-emissivity windows.
The perimeter drains, which had created
huge problems over the years with moisture
penetrating the basement, were all redone.
Stewart notes that all the finishings
throughout the home are top-notch, including a basement bathroom walk-in shower
that allows the family to come in from the
garden and shower off, so as not to track
dirt into the main part of the home.

BEFORE

AFTER

CONTINUED ON P.4
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Knowing what
you want helps
the renovators
CONTINUED FROM P.3

Working with a family that knew what
they wanted was fantastic, Stewart
says.
AFTER
“The great advantage of working
with the Kangs was they had really
done their homework. Pretty much
all the decisions about finishes, colours,
countertops and hardware had already
been investigated and choices made,” says
Stewart.
“This made the project move along much
more smoothly than if everything had to
stop and start while all the hundreds of
details on finishing were made.”
Both Sunny and Han Kang are mortgage
brokers and run their company, Advanced
Design Mortgages Inc., from their home,
which necessitated incorporating separate
offices for each of them.
The solution was to create an L-shaped
BEFORE
L-shaped
space with the
room which made them separate but still
kitchen
and dining room
connected.
done in an
open plan, so no one
Because the offices are in the basement,
person is ever isolated in the kitchen.
RJR put in a raised hard-core floor.
The dining room, beside the kitchen, is
The home is on concrete, so this gives
set off beautifully with a stunning chandethe family a nice, soft feel to the flooring,
and they can lay anything they want on top, lier. One feature that is extremely striking is
the way light floods in to every part of the
plus, it gives an insulated value that stops
home which, along with the design, makes
any dampness and cold from penetrating.
this a very happy place to live.
The main living area is a traditional

AFTER

AFTER

The renovation brought
the value of the house up to
the standard in the neighbourhood and made perfect
financial sense, and created a comfortable,
functional home for the Kang family.
And the Kangs couldn’t be happier.
“We certainly made the right choice
choosing RJR Construction,” Kang says.
“The experience was very positive

From the kitchen and main living area to
bedrooms, bathrooms and even the laundry
room, this entire North Vancouver home
was renovated based on the family’s wants
and needs.

throughout the process and post-construction. Shawn Stewart was meticulous about
every step and we are thrilled with the
results.”

Setting the standard for
excellence in renovations.

AFTER

Award-winning
Full Service Contractor.

BEFORE

From concept to completion.

Let this award winning team put the

into your next project.

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

Contact us for your free consultation:

RJR Construction Management
Ltd.

Surrey: 15356 Fraser Hwy.

604.254.1760 or 604.987.5438
1149 Grant Street, Vancouver BC • info@rjrrenovator.com • rjrrenovator.com
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Qualified trades ❱❱
Expert advice ❱❱
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Diamond in
the rough
sparkles
after reno

BEFORE

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

AFTER

A picture is worth 1,000 words ... and the before
and after photos certainly tell the story here.

It was time to re-assess the home situation for a New Westminster family.
With their three children away at university, the husband and wife took a good
look at their empty nest and decided to
downsize from their 3,500 square foot New
Westminster Queens Park home to a onestorey 1950s bungalow.
So far so good – until two of the offspring flew back to the nest (not an unusual
occurrence these days) and the downsized
house was just not big enough. As is often
the case, the neighbourhood was perfect,
with friends close by but what to do with
the house?
Whatever they decided to do to the
house, it had to perform many functions.
First, it had to accommodate the parents
and the two adult offspring. It also had to
accommodate a studio, as the husband is an
artist and most importantly, when the kids
finally move out, the house had to revert to
a home that worked for the couple.
Enter architect Randy Bens and Basil
Restorations Ltd. Basil Restorations started
business in New Westminster 21 years ago
and have specialized in the restoration
of heritage houses and as a company, are
extremely sensitive to the history and tradition of the community. The company also
does non-heritage renovations, in this case

Top photo: Mark Wittig (left), president, and Miles Wittig, general manager of Basil Restoration Ltd., with their SAM Award for Best Renovation over $500,000. Rob Newell photo

the Screen House, successfully.
Bens was a perfect choice for this project. He worked for Arthur Erickson and
other renowned giants in the business, and
decided he wanted to specialize in welldesigned and unique single-family homes.
This is where his passion lies and, looking
at his portfolio, it is clear to see his clients

are the recipients of this passion.
The trio of players in this project –
the homeowners, the architect, and the
contractor – worked together to produce
a stunning home that not only works for
the family but has been honoured, just last
CONTINUED ON P.11
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See our new showroom today and you’ll find all your renovation needs in one
place. We now have the largest door hardware selection in Vancouver and
provide professional installation and on-site measurement
services for your reno. Besides our wide selection of doors
and windows, our new showroom features a new line of
quality natural stone and wood fireplace mantels, for the
perfect fireplace reno. All at one great location in South
DOORS AND MORE
Granville. Get ready to be inspired today.

WALKER

1366 S.W. Marine Drive, Vancouver B.C. (604)-266-1101
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walkerdoorsandmore.com
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Everything old’s
new again at Jojo’s
Place, a unique
store on Vancouver’s Main Street,
where recycling
and re-purposing
old furniture and
objects into new
treasures is all in
a day’s work. John
Asbacher photos

Quality wood products, made locally.

WOOD MOULDINGS
STAIR & RAILING PRODUCTS
CUSTOM MILLWORK

Giving furniture a new
look and new purpose
CONTINUED FROM P.1

distinctive wood designs inc.

Tel: (604) 940-6889
7175 Brown Street, Delta

We have a huge inventory of Crown Mouldings, Casings, Baseboards, Railings,
Newel Posts, Wine Racks, Corbels, and more. Choose from a wide variety of wood species
including Maple, Chery, Oak, Alder, Poplar, Fir, Walnut, and Mahogany.
We also specialize in producing custom moulding profiles, curved mouldings, and other
custom wood products for residential and commercial projects.

www.distinctivewooddesigns.com
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“Round cheese boxes were painted with wonderful vignettes,” he says.
“After a certain point, the house was getting a
little overwhelmed with these creations and I suggested we should start trying to sell some ... at least
see if anyone was interested.”
Josh packed off a couple of items to a local boutique, saying if the owner is interested he could give
them a call and if not he would pick them up. The
boutique owner was very interested and bought a
number of Janet’s creations, and that is what started
the ball rolling toward Jojo’s place.
“Things moved along very well and around 1995,
I decided this was way more fun than what I was
doing for a living so we jumped in and opened the
shop,” says Josh.
“As I got more involved and more interested, I
started finding things for Janet to work on and really
enjoyed the hunt. Things evolved and Janet, who
was never really a fan of retail, became less involved.”
Today Josh and a group of artisans with varied
skill sets make beautiful furniture. Hundred-year-old
industrial machinery becomes part of a coffee table.
An old piece of marble, aged to perfection, becomes

a baker’s table. Reclaimed wood is lovingly shaped
into a one-of-a-kind dining table.
“I try to find things I like, which I find interesting
and appealing. Sometimes things I find are wonderful on their own and sometimes we find new ways to
make them work in today’s world,” Josh says.
Everything in the store is intriguing, everything
deserves a closer look and a discussion. Every single
item has integrity and it is obvious the new incarnations will still be used another 100 years from now.
Josh agrees.
“Everything we put on the floor for sale will stand
the test of time. If you find something that is good
quality and has integrity and is well-constructed, it
can again be repurposed,” says Josh.
“A perfect example is the iron grates we have on
the wall. The thing I love about them is they were
created in a time when things were functional, durable and aesthetically appealing – what a wonderful
combination.”
Give yourself a treat, take an afternoon and pay
Josh a visit in his wonderful shop. It’s a given that
you’ll love every minute.

More attention is being paid
to laundry rooms in home
renovations
MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Pamper yourself with a spa-like bathroom where you can de-stress. Bain Ultra photo

What used to be a nook off the kitchen or a dark
and dreary corner of the basement has suddenly
blossomed into a stand-alone room of such style
and function, one can envision the family fighting
over who gets designated as the resident laundry
person.
No longer is it enough to find a spot for a stacked
washer and dryer. Now, it is more common to see
clothes steamers, drying cabinets, built-in ironing
boards, designer cabinets, folding tables or counters and stunning tile backsplashes in chic, stylish
laundry rooms.
Ironing a chore? Not anymore, with the laundry
room flat-screen television with surround sound.
Things are looking so good down here, all the
homeowner needs to add is a Murphy bed and a
microwave and it would be good enough to live in
permanently.
Gone are the days of laundry and cleaning supplies stashed on open shelves – now sleek metal
or woven baskets hide these necessities from view.
Baskets are also used to separate clothes in need of
washing, repair or to be donated.
Piles of extra towels, colour co-coordinated of
course, can be stacked on open shelves.
Often the laundry room is large enough to serve
as a mud room, which makes sense, especially with
kids and pets, as the muck from outside can be
corralled in one place and dirty clothes not trekked
through the house. A great idea to include in this

part of the house – if you have a dog or two and a
corner to spare – is a doggy shower. Those of us who
walk our dogs rain or shine (that should read rain/
mud or shine) would love to have a spot close to
the outside basement door where four muddy paws
could be washed before leaping onto the sofa for a
nap.
Blue Ocean Construction’s Mike Merakian has
built a lot of laundry rooms for clients, and has
noticed laundry rooms are evolving into multi-use
areas, as the family’s needs change.
“I am finding that families are getting larger and
clients want laundry rooms that act as a work station, Merakian says.
“The washer and dryers are all front loaders and
fairly tall, so you need space for folding counters,
steam pressers, plus some new fabrics require hanging.”
Laundry rooms are becoming like mini-suites,
with many featuring a powder room and space for
freezers and a second fridge, Merakian notes.
“Another interesting trend is building power
rooms into garages, so when working or entertaining outside, you have the convenience of facilities
close at hand.”
All this adds up to each family thinking through
how their lives work.
Driving into the garage, entering a mudroom/
laundry room, off-loading groceries into the fridge
and freezer and shedding wet coats and boots – all
before entering the main living area – can only serve
to create an easier, more efficient lifestyle.

Steam showers can help ease all the tension away. Bain Ultra photo

Turn your bathroom
into a spa
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
Turning a bathroom into a place
for luxurious pampering may not be
in everyone’s budget, but if you like to
de-stress at the end of the day amid
glowing candles and steaming, scented, bubbling water, you might want to
consider a bathroom renovation.
A heated floor is a must for many
– there is nothing relaxing about hopping around on a freezing cold floor.
Many homeowners also choose to
install heated towel bars; warm floors
and toasty towels are essential to the
feeling of spa luxury.
Jason Kuss, branch manager of Robinson Lighting and Bath in Vancouver,
has his finger on the pulse of what
makes a home bathroom go from ‘just
OK’ to ‘wow.’
“The biggest trend is creating a
home spa that not only is relaxing
at the end of the day, but promotes
health and well-being,” says Kuss.
“People are looking for a spot in the
home where they can get away from
the stresses of the day.” Depending
on space available and budget, Kuss
says there are a number of options
homeowners can choose.
The number one thing to create the
spa feeling would likely be installing
a bathtub like the BainUltra from a
Canadian manufacturer, Kuss says.
“The BainUltra has what they call a


thermal masseur, which is an air system. It’s not re-circulating water like a
whirlpool,” he notes.
“The advantage of this system is
instead of water just hitting the body
where the water jets are, the air system
creates bubbles with between 40 to 60
jets, which gives a full-body massage.”
Bathrooms, especially home spa
bathrooms, are still predominantly
white. Texture in colours from nature,
such as natural stone sinks, create
interest and remove the possibility of
the spa looking clinical.
The sink is where the homeowner
can make a fashion statement. Every
shape – from troughs to basins to
rectangular to circles – and materials
including stone, glass and copper, are
available.
Steam showers are a wonderful addition if homeowners are renovating
and can install a purpose-built shower
to take steam, but if not, another
option is to install a steam generator
if the shower stall can be sealed. No
one wants expensive wallpaper rolling
off the wall while they are enjoying a
relaxing steam.
One trend that seems to be here
to stay is the West Coast affinity for
minimalist, zen-like bathrooms with
thick white towels and a white cotton
housecoat to wrap yourself in after an
hour or two of pampering.

Belcarra Village renovation by Mike Merakian & Blue Ocean Construction. Spacious laundry/mudroom
features high vaulted ceiling with rough sawn beams & top quality materials. Rob Newell photo

Spacious laundry/mudroom features polished granite countertop & top quality finishing. Rob Newell photo
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Light up the
outside of
your home
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
Many homeowners labour long and
hard to make their garden and outdoor
leisure space look great, but outdoor
lighting is often ignored.
Done correctly, outside lighting –
just like interior lighting – can take a
space from serviceable to spectacular.
Lighting is needed outside for
safety, as well as aesthetic,
reasons. Pathways, driveways, and the house address
should be lit up so people
can find them.
Lighting the house number
is about directing first-time
guests to the home but, more importantly, to assist emergency response
teams to identify your home as quickly
as possible. A home properly lit outside
will go a long way to deter home invasion. Removing dark, shadowy areas
of your property gives intruders pause,
and planning for the worst while hoping for the best never hurts.
Today’s trend to outdoor living
spaces, with the same comforts as the
home’s interior, has created the need
for outdoor lamps with shades made
of material that is resistant to fading,
mildew and staining.
The best way to start planning the
property’s outdoor lighting needs is to
make a list of where the family would
like lighting, and not forgetting special
areas in the landscape such as swim-

ming pools, water features, stairs and
level changes.
If a homeowner is installing the
outdoor lighting, it is a good idea to
position the lights at different points
around the garden without installing
them – this way, the homeowner can
move the lights around until he feels he
has the right balance.
Energy efficiency is a necessity today
and outdoor lights are no exception.
Solar is obviously the most efficient,
but the reality of living on the grey,
Wet Coast means, in most applications,
low-voltage lighting is more reliable.
Low-voltage lights are easy for the
homeowner to install if there is an
outdoor power outlet; a transformer
reduces the household current to 12
volts and can also control when lights
turn on and off, if they include a
timer. One of the advantages
of low-voltage lights is they
can be positioned around the
property with the lights on,
so the homeowner can immediately make any necessary
adjustments.
“Low-voltage lights are very easy
for a home owner to install,” says Design Lighting lighting specialist Harry
Ten Haaf.
“If it is possible, and to make life easier, buy all your parts and pieces from
the same manufacturer so everything
fits together seamlessly,” he says.
Ten Haaf agrees that a properly illuminated garden takes the property to
new heights and, from a practical point
of view, makes the space more usable.
He notes that Design Lighting works
with all kinds of people, from the homeowner to the landscape architect to
the building contractor.
“We are like any other piece in the
renovation plan – the earlier we are
involved in the process, the better.”

LET There
Be Light

Let there be light: outdoor lighting can
be attractive and functional. Design Lighting

Replacing windows is one of the
largest expenses when renovating
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
Most homes undergoing an upgrade have singlepane windows which, as we all know, are energy
nightmares. Homeowners face many choices when
replacing windows, including which style will
complement the home and how to figure out what
the energy grades mean.
When making decisions about where to spend the
renovation budget it may help to know that professionals recommend changing the home’s windows
before investing in a new heating system. Homeowners may need a smaller system – and less monetary
outlay – once their home is fitted with more efficient
windows; it goes without saying they should be EnergyStar. Looking for the EnergyStar symbol assures
you get the most energy-efficient products on the
market in Canada.
Double- and triple-glazed windows are filled with
either air or inert gases. Air-filled windows slow
the transfer of heat from inside to outside, while
gas-filled windows are more efficient, as gas does
not conduct heat as easily as air, so these are better
insulators.
Another thing to consider when choosing windows is noise. If noise from the street is a factor,
double- or triple-glazing blocks outside noise much
better than single-pane.
Low-E window coating is a term tossed around
often these days – what this means is a thin, invisible
metallic layer, several atoms in thickness, is applied
directly to glazing surfaces.
This coating allows most of the sun’s solar energy
to pass through the window into the interior and
also reflects most heat back into the home from the
interior; this means homeowners get the benefit of
April 22, 2010 | RenoNation 8

the sun without losing most interior-generated heat.
Natural Resources Canada maintains applying low-E
coatings can change the insulating value of doubleglazed windows to that of triple-glazed; this is important in installations where weight is a factor.
Once the decision has been made about the type of
window that meets all your requirements, it is important to know about spacers, which can be a weak link
in the quest to keep heat inside.
Historically, spacers have been made of hollow
aluminum. Now the availability of low-conductivity
spacers, which can improve the energy performance
by as much as 20 per cent, is a great improvement.
All the careful research can be lost if you don’t
choose the right retailer or installer – even the best
window will not perform well if improperly installed.
Local company Centra Windows started as installers but quickly recognized that in order to control
quality, especially in the wet British Columbia
climate, they would have to manufacture their own
windows.
“In 1996 we started doing exactly that, with a
premium line of vinyl windows engineered to serve
the B.C. market,” says Centra sales manager Mark
Brandow.
“(The year) 1996 saw other changes at Centra
Windows, when our principals introduced employee
ownership, a fact that gives customers confidence
knowing that the employees, from manufacturing
to installing, have a vested interest in providing an
excellent product.”
Finally, check BC Hydro’s PowerSmart website and
the provincial and federal government websites for
possible rebate information. At this writing EnergyStar windows are PST exempt.

Photos courtesy of Centra Windows

Heads up:
make your
ceilings count
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
One subject that rarely comes up when
thinking about renovations or even just decorating, is ceilings.
In the past – think ye olde English cottage –
even the hovel with the lowest ceilings seemed
to have heavy timber beams.
Today, homeowners are missing a great
deal if they don’t factor in ceiling design when
building new or renovating.
Ceiling detail adds character to a room. A
square, high-ceiling room looks unfinished
without crown mouldings – sort of like
going to Ascot and not wearing a hat.
Frugal is a word homeowners
should not associate with the crown
moulding. Bigger is better – go for
the gusto and install at least four-inch
or five-inch moulding, or more, if
your room height will take it. It gives a
luxurious look to the space, and it helps to
balance the ceiling moulding with the baseboard moulding.
“Proportionally, you don’t want anything
too small if it’s a nine or 10-foot ceiling,” says
Nucasa, The Finishing Touch manager Terry
Cook.
“In my home we have 22-ft. ceilings and I
layered the mouldings by carefully installing
one piece then leaving a space before adding
the next layer. This makes it look like you have
a bigger, chunkier piece of crown moulding.”
This is a trick to make the bare wall become
part of the crown moulding and save some
money, Cook notes.
Plus, he adds, the amount of money a homeowner puts into crown moulding is returned

threefold, should he eventually sell the home.
Coffered ceilings are another way of adding
weight and glamour to a ceiling.
Coffered ceilings are simply, squares created
by crown moulding, Cook says.
“This is a pretty formal application, which is
why these ceilings are great in dining rooms.
Coffered ceilings were very popular years ago
and are becoming desirable again.”
Another way to jazz up a ceiling in
a kitchen, for instance, is installing a
tin ceiling. A bit retro, but if a homeowner has a ceiling that is a little
distressed, this could be a way of
adding a bit of fun. The tin ceiling
can be left unfinished or painted any
colour you like, and it is also easy to
install in sheets.
Basement ceilings are a bit trickier. The
need to hide utility pipes and wiring, coupled
with the possible ongoing need to access the
same for repairs, may mean a dropped ceiling.
But unless the basement height allows homeowners to eat up a bit of space for a dropped
ceiling, they will have to install a drywall ceiling and pray there are no disasters.
The good news about dropped ceilings these
days is there are some pretty stylish choices so
homeowners don’t have to settle for the ugly
schoolroom squares embedded in memory.
Every square inch of each room in the home
– all six surfaces – should be given equal
consideration and none, including the ceiling,
should be treated like an afterthought.

Look
UP

Nucasa, The Finishing Touch store manager Terry Cook below the coffered ceiling of his
home’s dining room. Crown moulding can also enhance ceilings (above left). Rob Newell photo

ROOF YOUR HOME!

Protect the most important investment you have . . .

make your choice a Penfolds roof!
BOOK NOW

Invest in a Penfolds roof: the newest roofing
styles, colours to enhance the beauty of your
home — plus the latest technology, professional
installation — all on-time and on-budget makes
Penfolds the right choice – trusted in your
community for over 70 years…

SRubberized laminated
shingle: Lifetime warranty

SCedar shake:
30-year warranty

BEAT THE HST!
Installation
must be complete
by June 2010!

S Steep slope metal roof:
Lifetime warranty

Call today for a no obligation

free in home estimate:

Vancouver / Burnaby 604.254.4663 North Shore 604.988.3791
Tri-Cities / Maple Ridge 604.942.4663 Surrey / Richmond 604.591.6635
Abbotsford / Langley 604.853.3662

S Rubber roof, shake profile: 50-year warranty

S Low slope metal roof:
Lifetime warranty

Penfolds Roofing provides an exclusive
line of roofing solutions for every
type of residential home and
commercial building; and
can show you options
to fit any budget.

SRubberized laminated
shingle: Lifetime warranty

Ask about our eco/
green roofing solutions
that comes with every
Penfolds roof!

Check our website www.penfoldsroofing.com


April 22, 2010 | RenoNation 9

West Coast

DREAM GARAGE

How comfortable

is your home?

SPRING CLEANING?
ORDER BEFORE JULY 1st
AND BEAT THE HST!

FINANCING AVAILABLE:

NO INTEREST & NO PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS!*

• Polyaspartic Concrete Coatings
• Storewall Organizational
Systems
• Customized Steel Cabinets
by Hayley
• Swiss Tracks Flooring
• Outdoor kitchen centres
• Professional Designer Services

SAVE UP
TO $1,000
on Furnaces**

SAVE UP
TO $1,000

on Windows +
1 Year Window Cleaning***

Book a FREE in-home consultation

Licenced • Insured

604.697.5700 | homeworks.ca

“Your Dream
Garage
and so much
more”

COME VISIT US AT

WINDOWS • FURNACES • FIREPLACES • SOLAR • HEAT PUMPS • AND MORE

www.westcoastdreamgarage.ca | dreamgarage@shaw.ca | 604.767.6050

*O.A.C. For contracts valued at $5000 or more. Limited Time Offer **Limited Time Offer. Call Homeworks for details. Some conditions apply.
Full Savings assumes initial ecoEnergy audit is completed. The Homeworks name and logo is a trademark of Homeworks Services Inc.
*** Based on a $10,000 contract.

Congratulations...
to the Finalists of the inaugural
GVHBA renOVATION Awards!
The Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Association (GVHBA)
is proud to announce the launch of its inaugural renOVATION
Awards. The GVHBA renOVATION Awards, presented by Terasen
Gas, recognize excellence in residential renovation design and
construction in the Lower Mainland.

The finalists will be announced on Wednesday, April 21
For more information on the GVHBA renOVATION Awards
and to view the list of finalists, visit www.gvhba.org.
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Grab those painting
clothes and pick a colour
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
Thinking up the names of the thousands
of wall paint colours available would be a fun
job.
Sundance, for example, is a soft yellow
perfect for spring and summer mornings.
Just the name brings to mind sipping a cup of
tea with white cotton curtains moving in the
morning breeze.
Claret Rose: a mellow shade of red
painted on dining room walls, seductive with
candlelight, delicious food, fine wine and
intriguing conversation.
Most people, when faced with
choosing paint colours – especially
after a full-house renovation – are
understandably paralyzed.
First, homeowners should take
a deep breathe and realize they are
not alone; nearly all the paint manufactures have made it very easy to be
creative without making horrible mistakes.
Benjamin Moore, for instance, has an
amazing interactive website.
Homeowners can take photos of their
room or rooms, upload them to the website,
then try out different colour schemes.
Or, if the family is feeling adventurous and
wants to splash out with different colours
throughout the house, then the recently
introduced 144 paint colours, in the Affinity
palette – or at least five or six (colours) – are
for you.
The Affinity palette of colours is designed
to work together, so homeowners can choose
one or many and they will work throughout
the house without looking like they don’t
flow.
Lesley Bales, the manager at the Broadway
Decorating Centre, advises clients to come in

and speak with one of their in store designers
before painting.
“It is really a matter of getting to know
their personality and what they want from
the colour and what will work in their home,”
Bales says.
“I find when people come into the store
seeking advice, they are really looking for
reassurance that they are moving in the right
direction. They know they want a change; it’s
just a matter of getting a little bit of confidence.”
Bales and her staff also advise customers to purchase a small pot of paint
in their desired colour, and either
paint a small patch on their wall or
paint a good-size piece of poster
board, to see what it looks like in
the room that is to be painted.
“Until you have seen the colour
in its intended room with its unique
light, you just don’t know what it will
look like. It’s an easy way to avoid making
a mistake,” Bales says.
Sico Paint looks back over the past few
years and feels homeowners were choosing
neutrals and beiges because they needed
comfort in a world of uncertainty, but Sico
sees 2010-2011 to be years of optimism.
To express said optimism Sico sees home
renovators trending toward more colour,
such as deep reds and purples, and blues and
greens.
Faux finishes are still popular as well.
The Benjamin Moore website has detailed
instructions on several faux finish options:
colour washing, a method of glazing walls
to make them softer; ‘fresco’ gives the walls
a mottled parchment appearance; sponging,
done properly, produces a mottled look of
aged porcelain; and ‘washed stripes’ gives a

Paint your
home happy



Homeowners who are considering painting
have an endless palette of colours to choose
from, as well as faux finishes and textures.
Sico Paint says homeowners are trending
toward more colour in their paint choices,
to express optimism, from deep reds and
purples to blues and greens. Rob Newell photos

subtle, pale, stripped look in complementary
colours.
Whatever the choice, there is ample information available.
Paint is the one thing homeowners can do

relatively easily, which makes a major difference to the home’s appearance.
And if there is a mistake ... one can simply,
trot out to the paint store and buy some
more.
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Spring Renovation

M o u l d i n g s, S t a i r s, Fl o o r s
Co r b e l s a n d m o r e !

CLASSIC
MOULDINGS

Specials!

Poplar Mouldings/
Stain Grade

WM245
9
/16” x 5 1/4”
$ 59

1

Reg.
$2.63

1

Lin ft

WM4205
MDF
BASEBOARD
1
/2” x 51/4”
¢

WM144

53

/4” x 3 1/2”
$ 49
3

1

AKWM413
OAK

1 1/8” x 2 5/8”
$ 49

1

68

Lin ft

Lin ft

WM144
11
/16” x 3 1/2”
¢

99

WM434

1

WM435
/16” x 5 1/4”
$ 71
11

Lin ft

WM435
Ultralight MDF
CROWN
5
/8” x 51/4”
¢

/16” x 4 3/8”
$ 09
9

Lin ft

Lin ft

59
9

Lin ft

LAMINATE
FLOORS

1

$

109

Lin ft

48

59

/sq ft

/sq ft

BASE SHOES

CLASSIC
CORBELS

Lin ft

WM104
Finger Joint Pine
CASING
11
/16” x 21/4”
¢

39

SP

CIALS
E
P
ES
L
Black Metal
D
Spindles
IN
36” Primed
Wood Spindles

99

¢

from

4

Handrail
WM 902

Painted Grade FJP
1¼”x2¼”

1

1

3 Strip Maple Natural
1 Strip Lyptus Cabernet
1 Strip Ash Natural

Lin ft

3 Strip
Lyptus
Earth

299
$ 77
2
$ 11
3
$ 95
3
$

/sq ft

/sq ft
/sq ft
/sq ft

REAL WOOD - Everything for
Premium Value!

FREE

Installation DVD

with any Weyerhaeuser engineered
flooring purchase!

CUSTOM IN-HOUSE

MILLWORK SHOP

We offer a full range of custom moulding packages in paint grade and
stain grade, as well as mantles, soffits, exterior details and more.
We can design or build to your imagination!

35”
Plain

$ 39

ea

Lin ft

WM1111
Window Cill
11/4” x 51/4”
$ 15

Lin ft

Available in:
Walnut, Oak,
Maple, Fir, Hemlock,
Ash, Poplar and more

View our new selection of
ved
brand new hand carved
Wooden Corbels

63

Lin ft

Weyerhaeuser Engineered
FLOORING SPECIALS
Royal
Night
12.3mm

Knotty
Pine $
8.3mm

Lin ft

69

WM434
Ultralight MDF
CROWN
5
/8” x 41/4”
¢

WM4103
MDF
CASING
5
/8” x 31/4”
¢

WM268
Finger Joint Pine
BASEBOARD
11
/16” x 43/4”
¢

WM242

/8” x 2 1/4”
¢

3

PAINT GRADE
MOULDINGS

36”
Basket

44”
2 Collar

$ 25
linear ft.

WHOLESALE PRICES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - MONDAY - FRIDAY
OFFERS VALID WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

604-513-1138
(1-800-667-5597)
18810 - 96th Ave, Surrey

www.westcoastmoulding.com
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HOURS:
Mon. - Wed. 7:30am-4:30pm
Thurs. - Fri. 7:30am-5:30pm
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

