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11868 216th Street, Maple Ridge 604-467-6474
Heating & Sheet Metal Ltd.Heating & Sheet Metal Ltd. BIG VALLEY

SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon. to Fri. 8:00 am to 4:30 pm  Sat. 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
SHEET METAL SHOP HOURS: Mon. to Fri. 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane®

Reliable
Durable
Clean Air
Comfort Control

High Effi ciency
Quiet
First-Rate 
Warranties

FEDERAL
REBATES

AVAILABLE
UP TO

$1420

PUDDLES ARE FOR DUCKS, 
NOT FOR WATER HEATERS 

Upgrade to an effi cient storage tank 
and Teresen Gas will give you $50, 

but only until Dec. 31, 2010

At home, 
home on 
the range
‘Laughter is brightest where 
food is best,’ according to an 
Irish proverb. And in order to 
create good food, a quality 
kitchen range is needed. From 
convection ovens to induc-
tion cooking technology, from 
ceramic cook tops to warming 
drawers and secondary ovens, 
kitchen ranges have come a 
long way from their wood-and-
coal ancestors. There’s some-
thing for every chef, aspiring 
gourmand or foodie in today’s 
advanced market.

TRICIA LESLIE

The sectional couch, its cushions 
freshly plumped, awaits its guests for 
the evening. 

The coff ee table is laid out with 
an impressive array of snacks; bever-
ages and related mixes are lined up 
at the wet bar.

The massive fl atscreen TV – the 
focal point of the entire room – is 

mounted on 
the wall, ready 
to display the 
hockey game, 
the fi ght, the 
movie, or the 
PVR’d TV pro-
gram from the 
night before.

Home 
entertainment 
centres, or me-

dia rooms, have become extremely 
popular additions inside local Metro 
Vancouver homes, especially in 
a high-tech world that off ers the 
best in fl atscreen TVs, video games, 
video-game players, BluRay systems, 
high-defi nition technology and 
more.

These days, 3D TVs combine the 
latest and greatest that technology 
has to off er – and homeowners are 
paying attention.

Make a 
media 
room 
you’ll love

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Renewing an old home is a major 
undertaking: from the design process 
to permit approval to completion, it 
is an involved process for homeowner 
and renovator.

When that renovation can actually 
give the homeowner more space, the 
renewal becomes an upgrade.

Such was the case at a West Side 
Vancouver single-family home – 
situated on a desirable corner lot in a 
fantastic neighbourhood – where the 
house itself was in need of a major 
overhaul of almost everything from 
the ground up.

Th e homeowners called in RJR 
Construction management.

“Th is house is on a small cor-
ner lot. If the client had decided to 
tear down and rebuild, they would 
only have been allowed to build a 
1,600-square-foot home,” notes RJR 
owner Shawn Stewart.

“By renovating instead of build-
ing new, we were able to (make) 
it a 3,300-sq.-ft . home by creative 
use of guidelines while staying with 
the rules. It made perfect sense to 
renovate.”

Stewart says they met these clients 
on a recent tour of homes where one 
of his company’s completed projects 

Renew 
at home: 
renovate

RJR Construction owner 
Shawn Stewart, left, project 
manager John Campbell 
and designer/architect 
Osman Ozakcayli renewed 
this Vancouver home with 
a renovation that added 
square footage to the living 
space. Martin Knowles  photo
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3059-152 Street White Rock
Phone: 604-542-4317

7599 King George Hwy Surrey (Newton)
Phone: 604-572-3739

7878 120th Street (Scott Road) Surrey 
Phone: 604-591-3914

6312 200th Street Langley
Phone: 604-532-4411

13665-102nd Ave Surrey (North)
Phone: 604-583-8473

7200 Market Crossing Burnaby 
Phone: 604-451-5888

1200 Seguin Drive Coquitlam
Phone: 604-527-8828

11969 - 200th  Street Maple Ridge
Phone: 604-460-4664

1350 Main Street North Vancouver              
Phone: 604-982-9100

3100-2850 Shaughnessy St. Port Coquitlam 
Phone: 604-468-6951

3500 No.3 Road Richmond
Phone: 604-273-2939

11388 Steveston Hwy South Richmond 
Phone: 604-271-6651

2290 Cambie St. Vancouver 
Phone: 604-707-2290

2830 Bentall Street Vancouver 
Phone: 604-431-3570

8729 Heather Street Vancouver
Phone: 604-257-6487

2220 Kingsway Vancouver Kingsway

Phone: 604-257-6510

Find all the right tools for the job!
Power and hand tools, nails,screws, glue, drywall repair, silicone caulking and more!

 Window Coverings 
 Debbie Travis - Shelves, Chairs, Cabinets and Rugs
 Heaters, Fans, Programmable Thermostats and Humidifi ers
 Quality Paint, Stains, Brushes, Rollers
 Portable Fireplaces and Accessories 
 Small Appliances, Kitchenware and Housewares
 Debbie Travis - Pillows, Throws, Lighting and Mirrors 
 Kitchen Faucets, Sinks and Exhaust Fans
 Light Dimmers, Timers and Door Chimes
 Bathroom Fans, Lighting, Storage, Mirrors and Weigh Scales
 Sinks, Toilets and Faucets 
 Outdoor Storage Sheds
 Kitchen, Garage and Closet Organizers

See all the ways Canadian 
Tire can help your style 

and your budget!

 Introducing our new 
furniture and lighting…

 De
Kit

 Lig
BaBa

 Sin
Ou
 Kit
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My House Design Build Team is known 
for its dedication to Workmanship, 
Quality & Customer Satisfaction. 
Work with our Award Winning Team today!

www.myhousedesignbuild.com

before

after

Call or visit us 
online today!
phone:  (604) My-House 
(604) 694-6873

info@myhousedesignbuild.com 

was on display.
� e homeowners were interviewing a num-

ber of contractors – which is what everyone 
should do, Stewart says – and they really liked 
what RJR had done on the house on tour.

So RJR made a full presentation and dis-
cussed everything with the clients, from � xed-
price contracts to cost-plus to the approach on 
the project.

“If the client doesn’t have an architect, 
which this client didn’t, they need to contract 
with a company that has a design, architec-
tural and build capability, which we do,” says 
Stewart.

“Because of our complete service we were 
able to satisfy their needs from design to 
build with a � xed price. We told the client this 
renovation was going to be in the range of 
$600,000 to achieve what they wanted.”

Before a � xed price is agreed on, RJR does 
a thorough examination of the home, assesses 
what can be seen, then evaluates what changes 
need to take place and the cost of those 
changes, and then go from there.

RJR has the architectural/design depart-
ment involved in the initial process and works 
closely with the estimating department, so 
they are well versed in the costing. � is allows 
them to assure their clients – if the scope of 
the project isn’t changed by the clients – what 
the price will be.

Sometimes, there are unpredictable costs, 
Stewart says, but RJR does its best to mitigate 

‘It made 
perfect sense 
to renovate’

Before and after photos show the amazing 
transformation of a West Side Vancouver 
home, thanks to a renovation by RJR
Construction.  Martin Knowles/Alyssa Burtt photos

CONTINUED FROM P.1

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER
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TRICIA LESLIE

Fire has always been hailed as one of the 
most important discoveries of humankind. 
It gave early humans much-needed warmth, 
and a way to cook or smoke their hard-earned 
food. 

Th ese days, fi re may not be as much a 
necessity as it was thousands of years ago, 
but many homeowners still like to have a 
fi replace, sometimes more than one, within 
their dwelling. And oft en – especially with the 
trend of indoor-outdoor living year-round on 
B.C.’s West Coast – homeowners like to have a 
fi replace outside, too.

Current homeowners have a lot more 
choice and variety than their ancestors did 
when it comes to fi re; now, there are gas, elec-
tric and wood-burning fi replaces available, 
and even portable, ethanol-fuelled fi res that 
can be used indoors and out.

At Fireplaces Unlimited, sales manager 
Dale Fouquette says homeowners oft en 
choose what kind of fi replace they want de-
pending on the size of their home, and on the 
scope of their home renovations.

Make it hot 
at home: 
fi replaces

From gas to electric, from wood-burning to 

ethanol-fuelled, a wide array of fi replaces 

are available to homeowners in all kinds 

of sizes, shapes, materials and designs. 

Fireplaces Unlimited sales manager Dale 

Fouquette, above, says the choice often 

depends on the homeowner and what kind 

of home they have (i.e. condo as opposed to 

single-family), as well as what kind of look 

they want. Rob Newell photos

CONTINUED ON P.11
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Amateur home chefs are likely more 
common now than ever before, thanks to 
Th e Food Network and other related TV 
shows and series.

And they like the best and latest in the 
kitchen, where the newest kitchen ranges 
have now become a ‘must have’ for many, 
says Coast Wholesale Appliances’ Michael 
Ramsey.

“We have been fi nding over the past fi ve 
years (that) once you go up from your basic 
range, clients want to add a convec-
tion oven,” Ramsey says.

“Th e advantage with the fan 
assist in a convection range 
is it helps move the warm air 
around the food, so it cooks 
quicker at a lower tempera-
ture. It provides better results 
for baking and if you are cooking 
a roast, it seals in the fl avour.”

Gas has always been considered the best 
way to go for the cook top because the chef 
can control the temperature much better 
than electricity.

Where natural gas is not available, the 
fairly new ceramic tops have the advantage 
of providing more fl at working space and 
are easier to clean, but controlling the tem-
perature can be harder because the element 

Find a range 
that’s right 
for your 
kitchen

CONTINUED ON P.6

Coast Wholesale Appli-

ances’ Michael Ramsey 

showcases some of the 

latest kitchen range 

technology, from cook-

tops specially made for 

woks to secondary ov-

ens and warming draw-

ers. Ceramic cook tops 

and magnetic induc-

tion are among other 

technologies available.  

Martin Knowles photos

SIZZLE IN 
THE KITCHEN
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2700 Barnet Hwy
Coquitlam • 604-941-1768

(Across from McDonalds & Tim Hortons)
Hours: Mon - Fri: 8am - 6pm

Sat: 8:30am - 5pm • Sun: 9:30am - 5pm
www.windsorplywood.com

HARDWOOD 
FLOORING
NAIL DOWN STYLE • PREFINISHED

Add the warmth and beauty of hardwood 
floors to your home with help from Windsor!
• 3/4” x 2-3/4” 
• Select Grade
• UV cured acrylic w/ aluminum oxide
• 25 year mfr 
  warranty.
• Bronzed finish

SQ FT

SQ FT

PREFINISHED 

OAK FLOORING
NAIL DOWN STYLE • PREFINISHED
Prefinished with 7 coats treffert aluminum
oxide anti-abrasion finish.
Precision tongue & groove milling.
• 3/4” x 3 1/4” 
• Select Grade
• 25 year mfr. warranty
• “Nearly Naked” clear
   finish

BRONZED

ACX
FIR
• 4’ x 8’ 
  Sheets

3/4” 
YWOODPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW

BUYS!

BIRCH
• 4’ x 4’ Sheets SHEET

COLONIAL WAINSCOT PANELS

32” x 48” sheets.
B Grade

Finishing an space, closing off a basement 
or attic?
Beautiful, wainscotting is the answer!

SHEET

DO-IT-YOURSELF

ALUMINUM RAILING
The ultimate in design combining durability with long lasting
beauty. Features a unique non-welded design which allows
the railing to be custom fitted during installation. Available
in 4 different styles: Wide Picket, Straight Picket, Basket or 
Glass. Perfect for enclosing sun decks, balconies, stair-
cases, & swimming pools. Low maintenance powder coatedp
finish - no rusting or rotting & no
repainting required.  White and Black 
are in-stock, other colours available on
special order. Do it now and save on all
in-stock regular priced Probuilt products... OFF 

REG.
PRICES

SHEET

BLACK
WALNUT
LUMBER

• 1” x 6” nom.
• 8’ lengths LIN FT

1/4” 
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BUYS!



has to cycle on and off  to prevent 
the surface from overheating.

“Induction cooking technology 
is very popular right now for cook 
tops,” says Ramsey.

Heat is generated by the interac-
tion between the cooking surface 
and the cookwear, he notes, ex-
plaining how induction works. 

“Th e thing with magnetic in-
duction is it gives similar perfor-
mance to gas. Th e great thing is, 
you put the pot on the range and it 
heats up right away, and when you 
remove the pot from heat, it cools 

very quickly. Th is is also a good 
way to go if you don’t have access 
to natural gas,” Ramsey says.

Many models include fantastic 
features, such as convection bake, 
broil, and roast, while cook tops 
provide remarkable control at 
ultra-high or ultra-low tempera-
tures with burners that can deliver 
up to 18,000 BTUs of precision.

Other desirable features are 
warmer drawers, a secondary 
oven (some warming drawers can 
double as second ovens), bread 
proofi ng, dehydration settings 
for drying out fruit, and pastry 
settings.

Another great plus on some 
models is a temperature probe 
built into the range, a fantastic tool 
for the holiday turkeys. 

With more and more outdoor 
kitchens being built each year 
in Metro Vancouver, the related 
equipment and accoutrements are 
becoming more advanced, Ramsey 

says.
“Outdoor kitchen are becoming 

very popular. Some of the units 
contain a rice cooker, a 15-inch 
deep fryer, a wok or even a steam 
unit,” he says.

Some companies off er the tap-
panyaki grill (tappanyaki is a style 
of Japanese cuisine that uses an 
iron grill), Ramsey notes, and in 
some of the higher-end ranges, 
chefs can pre-program recipes.

“If you have a recipe you are 
making on a regular basis, you 
can press a button and name that 
recipe,” he says.

“You program in how long you 
want it to cook for and at what 
temperature and one-touch will 
set everything for you.”

Whether amateur chef or 
professional, whether baker or 
entertainer, the kitchen ranges 
available today allow foodies of all 
levels to pursue their passion with 
a range they love.

Ranges off er 
more than 
ever before
CONTINUED FROM P.5

Coast Wholesale Appliances’ Michael Ramsey shows how some technology is so 

advanced, chefs can touch the cook top without fear of injury.  Martin Knowles photo

B6 Tri-City News  Wednesday, October 27, 2010

970 Westwood St. • 604.942.1544
www.beachcomberhottubs.ca (at Westwood and Dewdney Trunk Rd.)

Store Hours: Monday - Friday 10am - 6pm, Saturday 10am - 5pm, Sunday noon - 5pm

beachcomber coquitlamcoquitlam
SERVING THE TRI-CITIES AND MAPLE RIDGE AREAS FOR 22 YEARS

ENHANCE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE...

beachcomber
HOT TUBS

Beware! Not all Hot Tubs are created equal! 
Before you buy anywhere, come see us and compare

Don’t pay for 6 months 100% Financing Available O.A.C.

NO HST UNTIL THE END OF NOVEMBER 2010

Far-Infrared Saunas
starting at $38.00/Mth.

mPulse bELIEVE 
from SunlightenTM

• Solocarbon Custom Spectrum Heating 
Technology

• Bio-Feedback Capabilties
• LCD Touch-Screen Control Panel
• Ergonomic, Floating Benches
• FSC Certifi ed Wood Carbonized 
   Bamboo Heater Cover Backrests
• Fully Dimmable Lighting
• Patented Magna-SeatTM

• Warranty - Residential/Commercial

ENH

starting at $4,495/00 
  or $57.00 Mth.

Lifetime Structural 
Guarantee

Proudly made in BC

Don’t Pay
‘til 2011!

Beachcomber
Hot Tubs

COUPON OFFERING:
The bearer of this coupon is entitled to a 40%
discount off their initial in-home consultation. 
Coupon is good until December 15th 2010. 
Geographical limitations apply. To book your 
in-home consultation, please call Paul and Lee 
at 604-676-1603.

Showroom & Design Centre:
5739 Collingwood Street, Vancouver

www.innovakitchens.com

complete kitchen & bathroom
renovations

– –

kitchen, bathroom, & interior design
– –

custom kitchen cabinetry & 
custom closets

Timing is everything...
By Paul and Lee:
The Design Duo
AAs any good cook will tell you, timing is everything.
It also applies to the design and renovation of your
home.
Phase I: In-Home Consultation
The fi rst crucial step in your home renovation project 
is your design phase. Those who fail to design and 
plan, plan to fail during the construction phase of their 
renovation.
The design phase of your renovation should start 
wwith an in-home consultation where your designer 
gets to understand you and your home, and where 
you get the opportunity to tell your designer about the
space you wish to renovate, how you wish to use that 
space, and your budget. 
AAt the end of your in-home consultation, your designer 
wwill be able to tell you the price for the detailed design 
phase of your project.
Phase II: Detailed Design
AArmed with the knowledge gained from your in-home 
consultation, as well as with measurements and 
photos taken during the in-home consultation, your 
designer now begins the detailed design phase of 
your renovation project.
For kitchens and bathrooms, the detailed design is 
comprised of a scaled layout drawing, a mechanical
and electrical drawing, scaled elevation drawings
that demonstrate what the space will look like and 
how it will function, as well as all material selections
(fl ooring, cabinetry, countertops, backsplash,
handles), plumbing and electrical fi xtures selection, 
paint colours, fabrics, wall papers, window coverings, 
and any other design elements in your design.
This initial phase of design will often take 2 to 3 
wweeks, at which point there will be a detailed review 
meeting with you to identify any changes to your 
design. For kitchen renovations, this is the point when
your designer will provide you with direction for you
to be able to go and select the proper appliances for
your design.
For most people, appliance selection takes 2 to 
3 weeks. Once your designer has your appliance
selection, they can then make all fi nal changes to
drawings and materials selections, a process that 

usually takes about 7 to 10 days at which time the 
fi nal design review meeting is held between you and 
your designer.
Phase III: Pricing Stage
At this stage, if your designer also serves as your 
contractor, they will bring their trades into your home 
to review the project scope to determine project 
pricing. This takes about 2 to 3 weeks, after which,
your designer / contractor will be ready to review 
pricing with you.
It is not unusual at this stage for there to be changes
made to the design and material selection due to 
budget constraints before going to contract. It is
especially important at this stage for you to work 
closely with your designer in order to identify priorities
versus nice-to-haves to arrive at a fi nal selection 
which will meet your needs and your budget, while
not compromising the overall integrity of the design.
Phase IV: Contract & Construction
Your designer / renovator is now ready to draw up
your detailed contract that protects you by referencing 
all the design details, contractual terms, warranty, and 
payment terms, and ensures no misunderstanding
between any of the parties involved. Your designer
/ renovator will now be able to tell you how many 
weeks until construction start and duration. 
For an average kitchen renovation, a construction 
phase of 10 to 12 weeks is not unusual, while 
bathroom renovations often take 6 to 8 weeks 
depending on the scope of work.
Based on this time-line, you can see that if you wish 
to be renovating in early 2011, now is the time to
start with your in-home consultation and the detailed 
design phase of your renovation project.

1560 Booth Ave., Coquitlam  (Off Schoolhouse)
Showroom

Call today for your Free Estimate    6 0 4 . 9 4 4 . 6 8 0 0

Smart Bath SolutionsSmart Bath Solutions
Complete Bathroom Renovations

• Bathrooms
• Custom Showers
•  Custom Handicap/Shower Stalls
• Shower Doors/Custom Shower Doors
• Tiles
• Latest in Faucets No job is too big 

or too small!

00

mall!

NO HST
on Signed 
Contracts

CONCERNED 
ABOUT 

SAFETY?
The Vancouver 
Area Cycling 

Coalition offers: 

Streetwise 
Cycling Courses

For more info:
vacc.bc.ca



“Purchasing a 3D TV doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’ll only watch 
3D programming,” says Keith 
Laird, director of televisions for 
The Brick.

“(3D TVs) are the best 2D TVs 
you can buy ... they will, without 
a doubt, become the mainstream 
TV.”

That may not happen right 
away, Laird says, but notes that a 
lot of 3D programming is already 
available or on its way, such as 
footage from the successful 2010 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Winter Games in Vancou-
ver and Whistler and 
the more recent FIFA 
World Cup.

It will also be an 
instant hit – if it’s not 
already – to gamers 
who love their xBox, 
PlayStation, Nintendo Wii 
and other video-game players.

“The biggest part of 3D will 
be movies and gaming. 3D 

Media 
rooms: 
think 
fl atscreen

The Brick sales representative 

Emily Harrison with some of the 

latest, most popular fl atscreen 

TVs available. The sectional couch 

– almost as much a media room 

must-have as the TV – breaks into 

separate pieces, each with its own 

recliner. Rob Newell photo

CONTINUED ON P.8

TIME TO 
RELAX
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PACIFIC 
LIVING 

FURNITURE

Stop by our large Coquitlam showroom or visit us online at

  www.pacifi clivingfurniture.com

2556 2556 BARNET HWY., COQUITLAM 604.942.8885BARNET HWY., COQUITLAM 604.942.8885
“YOUR LIFE, YOUR HOME”“YOUR LIFE, YOUR HOME”

•  Solid wood furnishings 
supporting local 
manufacturers

•  Exotic solid teak pieces

•  Unique handcrafted 
décor including 
lighting, art & jewellery

•  Huge selection for 
every room, home or 
offi ce

•  Custom building, repair 
and refi nishing

•  Superb value for your 
dollar

•  Designer services 
available

•  BC owned & operated 
with over 30 years 
experience

WWW.PACIFICLIVINGFURNITURE.COM

We’veMoved

In-Home Consultations
Turn your House into a

Call us today & book 
your consultation 
Ph: 604-464-6162 

Cell: 604-341-6164 Thoma Doehring

We Can Help.We Can Help.

Home
Overwhelmed by Colour Choices 

& New Decorating Trends?

We’vMove

Corner of Lougheed 
& Oxford in the new 
Visions building
Port Coquitlam

604-464-6162
www.benjaminmooretricity.ca 

1-866-627-6074
www.welcomewagon.ca

New
to town?
Getting 

married?
Having 
a baby?

...if so, a warm 
welcome awaits 

you from your 
hostess and the 
local merchants



games will become very prominent when 
you see pieces of a car go flying by your 
head,” Laird says.

But whether 3D TVs or the still ultra-
popular flatscreen televisions (plasma, 
LCD/LED), Laird says the thinner, flat 
screens remain highly sought-after.

And the TV remains king in the media 
room, he adds.

“How large (the TV is) usually depends 
on the size of the room ... the TV is always 
the focus,” he says.

Being comfortable while watching the 
movie or game is also important.

A sales manager at a local 
Brick says sofas are as trendy 
as ever with clients, but es-
pecially in sectionals – for 
media rooms – whether in 
leather, microfibre or other 
materials. 

Sectional sofas with built-in 
reclining seats are often pur-
chased for home entertainment theatres 
and/or media rooms; some sectionals 
feature three or more reclining parts that 
can be joined together or pulled apart as 
separate seating.

While projectors are still available – and 
soon, 3D projectors – the vast range of 
large, flatscreen TVs that are readily avail-
able attract many customers, he says.

Other technologies, such as sophisticated 
home speaker and intercom systems, are 
advancing every day.

Darryl Rosenfeldt, director of Connect-
Pro Services – the installers and experts 
available through Future Shop – says some 

3D TVs are starting to come with WiFi ac-
cess (wireless Internet capability).

People can already download movies 
from the Internet and watch them on TV 
through their computer, but soon, all media 
will likely be able to be screened on the 
home’s television, Rosenfeldt says, includ-
ing iTunes, photos, games and more.

And, he notes, people may not have to 
deal with multiple remotes much longer – a 

new remote controller allows homeown-
ers to “control everything” in the home 
entertainment theatre, from TV and DVDs 
to listening to music.

No matter what each homeowner chooses 
when renovating the home to include a me-
dia room, one thing is certain: if it’s comfy, 
and if the TV is impressive enough, there 
will always be company for the hockey 
game, the movie or the UFC fight.

3D television 
emerging as 
mainstream
CONTINUED FROM P.7

Getting together to watch the movie or a sports event can be a great experience with your own media room. Andreas Smetana photo/Future Shop

“3D games will become very 

prominent when you see pieces 

of a car go fl ying by your head.” 

MOVIE
NIGHT
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24 HOUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE
604-365-4829

#5 - 3160 Westwood St., Port Coquitlam  •  www.westwoodfl oors.com
6 0 4 - 9 4 1 - 6 6 4 4    •   Open 7 Days a Week

H A R D W O O D  •  L A M I N A T E  •  C A R P E T  •  T I L E  •  V I N Y L
* DISCOUNT ON REGULAR PRICED FLOORING

FREE

ESTIMATES

c o up o n

10% off
Hardsurface

Flooring
*Present this coupon for discount.

Expires Dec. 31, 2010

c o up o n

10% off

Carpets
*Present this coupon for discount.

Expires Dec. 31, 2010

Fall
Flooring 

Event
Thru to Nov. 15/10

Huge Savings!



  Apex Building Sciences provides  

  the following typical services:

New Construction & Restoration

#233 - 18525 - 53rd Avenue

Surrey, BC, V3S 7A4  

T: 604.575.8220  

TF: 1.866.542.5532  

#16 - 1400 Cowichan Bay Road

Cobble Hill, BC, V0R 1L3

T: 250.686.2804

APEX BUILDING SCIENCES - Building Envelope Consultants

Our Strength is Our Experience

PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Providing Services to Clients in BC Since 1988

Accredited Member - Mainland BC Better Business Bureau

  Member of:

their home

The Powerline Consulting Group, Inc.

TRICIA LESLIE

Saving energy can be as easy as turning the 
lights out when leaving a room.

While many Canadian homeowners took 
advantage of the federal Home Renovation 
Tax Credit to upgrade and renovate their 
homes to be more energy-effi  cient, the HRTC 
was a one-time measure applicable only for 
the 2009 tax year.

But it can still pay to save.
Terasen Gas off ers several residential rebate 

programs that can help encourage Metro Van-
couver homeowners to update their heating 
systems, updates that can help lower energy 
costs and still keep the entire home’s interior 
space and water properly heated.

“Customers are looking for information 
and products to help them use energy more 
effi  ciently, save money and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions,” says Doug Stout, Terasen vice-
president of energy solutions and external 
relations. “So through our three-year, $80-mil-
lion Energy Effi  ciency and Conservation 
initiative, we are providing them with the tools 
and resources to do just that.”

Such programs include:
 Switch ‘n Shrink: get a $1,000 rebate if they 

switch from oil or propane to an Energy Star 
natural gas heating system (off er valid until 
Dec. 31, 2011)

 EnerChoice fi replace: receive a $150 rebate 
for purchasing an EnerChoice gas fi replace 

(off er valid until March 31, 2011)

 Water heater: get a $50 rebate for upgrad-
ing to an effi  cient residential storage tank 
water heater that meets B.C.’s new effi  ciency 
standards (off er ends Dec. 31, 2010)

 Energy Saving Kit: for qualifying house-
holds (ideal for people on a limited budget/
fi xed income) – a free kit with easy-to-install 
devices for conserving heat, electricity and wa-

ter, from low-fl ow shower heads and weather 
stripping to compact fl uorescent light bulbs 
(call 1-877-446-8855 for more information)

 For builders in the City of Vancouver, Tera-
sen is contributing toward a total incentive 
$3,500 available along with SolarBC and the 
City for the fi rst 50 homes built with solar hot 
water (www.solarbc.ca)

 General savings tips: save up to 15 per cent 

on home heating bills by keeping home space 
heating programmed to 20 degrees for when 
the family is home, and for 17 degrees when 
out or asleep (www.terasengas.com or 1-800-
663-8400 for all off ers without a website or 
diff erent number listed)

 Caulking: if living with fi xed, single-pane 
windows, caulk the interior side where the 
sash meets the frame as well as where the trim 
meets the wall; for exterior doors and win-
dows that open, use weatherstripping where 
the two surfaces meet

 Water: a fi ve-minute shower with a low-
fl ow showerhead uses as little as 45 litres of 
water; a standard uses as much as 135 litres - 
that’s a diff erence of 32,850 litres a year

 Insulation: save about two per cent on water 
heating bills by insulating all hot water pipes, 
especially where they run through unheated 
areas, such as basements or crawl spaces

Using such incentives helps both homeown-
ers and Terasen get what they want – a more 
energy-effi  cient home, energy savings and a 
reduced carbon footprint.

“Th is will help customers eliminate more 
than 775,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, saving a total of 15.5 million gigajoules 
- enough natural gas to heat approximately 
155,000 homes for one year,” says Stout.

Terasen Gas is committed to the sustainable 
and environmentally sound use of gas, Stout 
notes.

“So we encourage all of our customers to 
use energy wisely to keep costs down and to 
benefi t the environment,” he says.

Not only will the Energy Effi  ciency and 
Conservation initiative help address B.C.’s cli-
mate action goals for greenhouse gas emission 
reduction, but residential customers will also 
benefi t from conservation education, initia-
tives for aff ordable housing and upgrade off ers 
for high-effi  ciency appliances such as furnac-
es, fi replaces and water heaters, Stout says.

Visit www.terasengas.com for more infor-
mation.

It pays to 
save with 
Terasen

Noah (left) and Caden Jimeno play a game 

of chess in the warmth given by a gas 

fi replace and also demonstrate how to save 

energy by turning water off  when not in use. 

Terasen Gas off ers several residential rebate 

programs – such as switching to an Ener-

Choice gas fi replace – to help homeowners 

save money and lessen energy costs.

Danielle and Jeff  Jimeno photos
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any extra spending.
“In this case, there was an old oil tank we 

discovered when we came across a copper 
line buried in the soil,” Stewart says. “We were 
able to get that removed safely and this was an 
extra cost to the client.”

Th e Vancouver house required a lot of 
structural upgrades in order to make the home 
sound, so it was structurally re-engineered 
and approved to earthquake standards.

In order to meet the requirements of the 
city, RJR had to reinforce with sheer walls 
and structural beams, which were masked 
by fi nished materials. On the exterior, the 
porch was rebuilt and enhanced, raised fascia 
details were applied to gables, pre-painted 
Hardie board siding was added, and modern 
materials were used to complement the period 
appearance of the house with stone, natural 
wood trim and cladding.

Inside a sprinkler system was installed 
throughout the home, along with radiant in-
fl oor heating, true divided fi breglass windows 
and a high-effi  ciency boiler.

Th e creative use of space includes two sepa-
rate units for a total of three baths, two kitch-
ens, and nine bedrooms. Th e fi nishes in both 
units are superb, with extensive use of natural 
wood and re-milled existing doors; both units 
fi t naturally into the style of the home.

Both suites have open-plan living, with the 
living room, full-size dining room and kitchen 
fl owing naturally from one to the other. Th e 
atmosphere is casual yet elegant with the 
striking millwork – from the fi replace to the 
crown mouldings, from the baseboards to the 
bookcases – adding a sophisticated touch. 

As with any job, there were a few bumps in 

the road – a huge glacier boulder was found 
when the house was lift ed, for example, and 
the property line was found to be two feet 
off , plus the fact that RJR had to work in an 
incredibly tiny space when the neighbour 
asked that a fence be installed between the two 
homes prior to the start of the renovation.

Th is is when a client will likely be thankful 
they have hired an experienced contractor.

Brought back from the brink with a sensi-
tive and stunning renovation, this Vancouver 
home is now a delight to the homeowners and 
to the neighbourhood, where it now fi ts in like 
it has always belonged.

Local home 
shines after 
renovation
CONTINUED FROM P.3

RJR Construction improved this Vancouver 

home, inside and out, with a renovation that 

also increased the square footage. Submitted photos

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE
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“A lot of people who are doing full-out 
renovations just want a new look,” he says.

“Some homes have two or more fi replaces 
– they can go anywhere. In bedrooms, in the 
basement, living rooms, family rooms, dens, 
patios and ensuites.”

Fireplaces Unlimited is the largest com-
pany of its kind in Metro Vancouver, Fou-
quette notes, and oft en provide fi replaces 
for well-known local builders working on 
major residential projects, both single-family 
detached and multi-family. Th e company 
off ers a massive variety of fi replaces in all 
shapes and sizes, indoor and out, as well as 
a choice of fuel (gas, electric, wood-burning 
and ethanol).

Oft en, Fireplaces Unlimited will replace 
an old, wood-burning fi replace with a new 
gas or electric one, Fouquette says, and adds 
that while gas is always a popular option with 
homeoweners, electric fi replaces are 
in demand in multi-family develop-
ments.

As for the look, fi replaces can be 
contemporary and chic or tradi-
tional and classic, square or rect-
angular or vertical or even circular 
(some outdoor fi repits). Hearths 
and surrounds come in natural spa 
stone, limestone, granite, concrete, steel, 
travertine, glass, tile and crystal, among other 
options. Inside, instead of fake wood or stones 
among the fl ames, homeowners can choose 
to accentuate the blaze with everything from 
large, clear beads to small, sparkly black beads 
to crushed river rock. Some fi replaces even 

feature beads or rock inside that turn diff erent 
colours; homeowners can pre-set the colour 
scheme how they want it.

Fouquette says that fl ush, or clean-face fi re-
places are currently trendy with homeowners, 
likely because of their smooth, streamlined 

look.
Another kind of fi replace off ers 

homeowners indoor and outdoor 
choices with a twist: the fi re is 
mobile.

Ranging in size from table-top, 
glass-enclosed fl ames to mid-size to 

full-size fi res, the fi re burns with-
out smoke or smell, and uses Fanola, 

an EcoLogo-approved liquid based on 
ethanol.

Th ese kinds of portable fi res are popular 
with condo owners and also, at events such as 
wedding receptions or fundraisers, where the 
table-top fi res can be moved inside to out, and 
vice versa, says Fouquette.

Fireplaces Unlimited off ers several local 
products to comsumers as well, a factor that 
may sway those concerned with a sustainable, 
eco-friendly lifestyle.

Ditto at Dynasty Fireplaces in Richmond, 
where the focus is soley on electric fi replaces.

Electric fi replaces also come in all kinds 
of looks, shapes and sizes, from modern and 
sleek to old-fashioned and antique.

While electric fi replaces generally don’t give 
as much heat as wood-burning or gas fi replac-
es, they can still heat a room quite fast, notes 
Dynasty Fireplaces store manager Helen Lu.

And if homeowners want the look of the 
fi re without the heat, they can turn the heat 
option off  in order to enjoy the fl ickering 
fl ames.

“(Homeowners) like the look, mostly, but 
they buy it to use for a real fi replace,” Lu says. 
“People who don’t have a lot of space like 
them a lot ... they like them for outdoor use 
too.”

Currently, clients are drawn to several 
diff erent styles of wall unit products, which 
can easily be hung on a wall anywhere in the 
house.

Slim and elegant, many wall unit styles look 
more like fl atscreen TVs than fi replaces; oth-
ers look similar to beautifully framed photos 
of fi re. 

Old wood-burning stoves can also be 
turned into electric units, and customers 
still have a lot of choice among free-standing 
units, as well as large, full-size fi replaces 
with surrounds in limestone, travertine, 
granite, marble and more. From simple and 
unadorned to detailed and intricate, clients 
can choose exactly the fi replace they want to 
complement their home.

Fireplaces have travelled the gamut over the 
centuries, evolving from an absolute necessity 
to a stylish home accessory, and today’s hom-
eowners are taking advantage of the range of 
choices available.

Enhance the 
home with a 
new fi replace
CONTINUED FROM P.4

HEAT IT UP 
AT HOME

Dynasty Fireplaces store manager Helen 

Lu notes that electric fi replaces come in a 

huge variety of sizes, shapes and materi-

als, from glass and granite to limestone 

and travertine. Rob Newell photo

Wednesday, October 27, 2010  Tri-City News  B11



*O.A.C. All credit offers available upon approval of credit only on your Brick Card Platinum, minimum purchase of $250. Any Brick delivery charges, GST (5%), PST or HST taxes (if applicable), and administration fee ($99.95) are required to be paid at time of purchase. Interest may accrue for
the final 25 days prior to the promotion's payment due date at an annual rate of 29.9%, but will be waived if the payment of the balance is made in full by the due date. Balance due January 2012, or at such time, you may elect to make minimum monthly payments of 3.5% of your
outstanding balance. A conversion fee of $42.50  and a service interest charge (29.9%) applies when you decide to make minimum monthly payments. See in store or refer to your Brick Card Account Holder Agreement for full details. ‡Product may vary by location and may not be exactly as
illustrated. We reserve the right to limit quantities by store and per purchase. +This offer cannot be combined with any other discount or bonus gift purchase, sale, or other promotion, unless otherwise specified. ΔExcludes discounted, clearance, promoted offers and Tempur-pedic. For terms
and conditions visit www.thebrick.com. See in store for complete details. Offer effective October 27 - November 4, 2010, unless otherwise indicated.

OUR GREATEST 
TV GIFTOFFER 

BONUS 42" 
PLASMA  TV

when you purchase any
combination of furniture 
totaling $2499or more 

Offer includes our ticket priced furniture and room packages. 
Excludes clearance, promoted offers, fall hot buys and mattresses. One bonus TV per household.

BONUS 32" 
LCD  TV

when you purchase any
combination of furniture 
totaling $1499or more 

BONUS 19" 
LCD  TV

when you purchase any
combination of furniture 

totaling $799or more 

+ + +

Get a Bonus
Plasma or LCD
TV with your

furniture
purchase!

Need Furniture? Want a new TV?

Buy the furniture of your
choice & get a Bonus

LCD or Plasma TV!

42"
32" 19"

42" 32" 19"

Plus Do Not Pay For 15 Months with No Interest!*

200
BRICK
STORES

Abbotsford 2067 Sumas Way  . . . . . . . . . . . . 604-504-1771
Chilliwack 45365 Luckakuck Way  . . . . . . . . . 604-407-0590
Coquitlam 122 - 3000 Lougheed Hwy.  . . . . . 604-941-0808
Langley #20020 Willowbrook Dr. E.  . . . . . . . . 604-539-3900
Pacific Reach 1011 United Blvd.  . . . . . . . . . . 604-517-5800 
Park Royal Mall 2205 Park Royal South  . . . . 604-921-4600
Pitt Meadows 19068 Lougheed Hwy.  . . . . . . 604-465-9422

Richmond 150 - 3100 St. Edward’s Dr . . . . . . 604-270-8829
Squamish 38918 Progress Wa . . . . . . . . . . . . 604-892-5525
Surrey Central City 10153 King George Hwy . 604-588-0808
Surrey Newton 6925 King George Hwy  . . . . . 604-591-6727
Surrey South (White Rock) 15858 24th Ave  . . 604-542-4393
Vancouver 2999 Grandview Hwy  . . . . . . . . . . 604-433-2000

BONUS
TV!

BONUS
TV!BONUS

TV!
BONUS
TV!

BONUS
TV!

BONUS
TV!
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