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turning the tables
Accessorizing your renovation adds form to 
your function. Table settings are one of the 
ways to add impact and highlight statements 
of your building style.  ›› p.10

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Imagine you have lived in your home 
for over 20 years. You love it, you love 
the neighbourhood, and you are close to 
friends and the shops you love. Imag-
ine a� er lots of careful planning and 

decision-making, you decide it’s time to 
commission a total renovation to make 
your home work for the future years and 
make it possible to age in place.

You want to stay in the home through 
the renovation – a courageous move at 
best. 

You think you have done everything 
right. You hire a contactor who com-
mences work gutting the house down to 
the studs. You have no electricity and no 
plumbing. You are struggling to handle 
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Safety 
counts 
with renos
Before your contractor starts a 
renovation job, it never hurts to 
check that they’re licensed and 
have all the right permits.

The BC Safety Authority 
reminds us that it pays to be 
cautious prior to starting a 
job, no matter how badly 

– or how fast – we want it 
completed.

Whether it’s electrical, structural 
or other work, ensuring you’re 
in the right hands can help your 
peace of mind.

SAFETY
FIRST

  ›› p.12

TRICIA LESLIE

Time is running out for home-
owners who want to take advantage 
of the federal government’s Home 
Renovation Tax Credit.

Homeowners making improve-
ments to eligible dwellings (house, 
condo, vacation home) between 
Jan. 27 of this year and Feb. 1, 2010 
will be able to claim a 15-per-cent 
tax credit on their 2009 income tax 
returns.

Up to $1,350 in tax relief will be 
provided on eligible renovation-
related spending exceeding $1,000 
but not more than $10,000.

According to a federal budge doc-
ument, the tax credit can be claimed 
for “renovations and alterations to a 
dwelling, or the land on which it sits, 
that are enduring in nature.”

Eligible examples include 
windows, doors, new carpet or hard-
wood � oors, � nishing a basement, 
renovating a kitchen or bathroom or 
building an addition, a new furnace 
or water heater, a new driveway or 
resurfacing a driveway, and land-
scaping, among others.

Ineligible expenses include regu-
lar home and yard maintenance, 
furniture, and snow removal.

Generally, work performed by 
renovation contractors (electricians, 
plumbers, carpenters, etc) quali� es 
for a tax credit.

Homeowners must keep the 
receipts for the work completed on 
their home.

Reno tax 
credit: the 
time is now

Kerr Construction’s Doug Kerr, left, and homeown-
er Ray Salmen in Salmen’s Kitsilano home – after 
Kerr and his crew completed interior and exterior 
renovations.  Kerr, a GVHBA member, won a
Georgie Award for this project.      Rob Newell photo
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the reality of the situation and the relationship 
with the contractor goes sour.

So sour, in fact, that the only solution is a 
parting of the ways, and you have to terminate 
the relationship with the contractor.

Now what? Would another contactor even 
contemplate taking on a project that had been 
started by another? � e situation was desper-
ate, the house was stripped back to the boards 
and there were still no amenities. In stepped 
Doug Kerr of Kerr Construction to save the 
project.

Kerr says it’s imperative to � nd out exactly 
what the homeowners want.

“First, the objectives were discussed in 
detail to make sure everyone was on the same 
page. It’s di�  cult to take on a project mid-
stream, but by sitting down and really getting 
an understanding of what the objectives are, 
and have good relationship with the clients, it 
can work,” he says.

� e homeowners wanted to:
■ Re-create a 1900s period home to its origi-
nal bungalow/cra� sman style
■ Open up living space while maintaining 
cra� sman concept with era complementing 
designs
■ Preserve yet upgrade exterior landscaping 
with new decks, paths and pergola while still 

blending into surrounding area
■ Create an aesthetic, calming and cozy 
space to come home to everyday.

� e � rst major problem to solve was 
the day-to-day living environment.

Doug and the homeowners decided to 
build a full suite in the basement of the home. 
� is allowed the homeowners to live comfort-
ably while the major renovation took place 
upstairs over the next eight months. “� e cli-
ents were struggling to exist in an untenable 
situation without the most basic amenities,” 
Kerr says.”It was imperative we � rst provide 
day-to-day comfort before we started on the 
upstairs renovation.”

Another consideration when deciding to 
build the downstairs suite is the � exibility it 
gives in coming years, Kerr notes. Should the 
homeowners decide to downsize, they can 
comfortably live on the one � oor, and rent out 
the upstairs.

True to the period of the home, a lot of 
wood trim was built into the design and – 
with luck – old-growth � r was recovered from 

an expired Vancouver Island mill that 
was destined to be destroyed.

� is fantastic � nd was milled to 
two-inch thick boards with no knots.

When you consider most wood trim 
is 3/4 inches, the di� erence gives the 

wood substance throughout the home. All 
the trim was also hand-dimensioned, sanded 
and � nished to ensure even and clean clear 
coat � nish, to eliminate scratch magni� cation.

“Having access to this prized wood was ex-
tremely important in a home where the wood 
is integral to the design and highly visible,” 
says Kerr.

� e homeowners wanted an open-� oor 
plan through the living room, dining room 
and kitchen; the only divisions visible are 
dramatic � r columns. � e kitchen is large 
in every way, including custom-designed 
cabinets to accommodate large-sized appli-
ances to satisfy the soul of the family cooking 
enthusiast.

� e living room features a custom re-built 
wood-burning � replace designed with a gran-

ite hearth to match the dining and kitchen 
counters.

� e bedroom, bathroom and dressing 
room, as opposed to the open plan in the 
public area of the home, are more private and 
intimate.

� e dressing room and bathroom were 
refurbished with local wood and riverbed 
granite and the dressing room has a built-in 
bench which adds to the antique feel of this 
personal space.

� e exterior of the home was brought back 
to its original Kitsilano green-and-yellow 
palette and the stone landscaping and plant-
ings complement this home and the heritage 
homes in the area. At the rear of the home, 
the homeowners wanted desperately to save a 
60-year-old grape vine which, apart from the 
personal attachment, created much-appreci-
ated shade.

Kerr’s crew carefully suspended the vine on 
a series of cables while they build a rear-entry 
pergola.

“� e vine has taken readily to its new 
support is and vigorous and healthy,” Kerr 
happily reports.

A big consideration for both the homeown-
ers and Kerr was the implementation of as 
much ‘green’ technology as possible.

In that spirit, skylights were installed 
and along with the vaulted ceilings, to help 
optimize natural light. � ey are UV protected 
to help o� set external cooling and heating. 
Radiant � oor heating reduces energy use in 
addition to making the home much more 
comfortable.

R-14 insulation was added to all exterior 
walls where (shudders) no insulation existed. 
New e�  cient windows replaced the old 
single-pane, which – along with the insula-
tion – made an amazing di� erence to energy 

Below, Kerr Construction took over the botched Kitsilano 
reno. Above, after Doug Kerr and his crew completed 

renovations. The project won a Georgie Award last year.
Rob Newell (top photo)

From the ridiculous
to the sublime...
Making 
lemonade 
from lemons
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We all use hot water on a daily basis. Yet 
we likely don’t think o� en about how hot 
H20 makes its way to the tap.

� is is the reality: If you still have a 40- or 
60-gallon hot water tank, you are paying to 
constantly keep that stored water hot.

Every time you take a shower, wash clothes 
or use your dishwasher, the used water is re-
placed by equivalent cold water, which then 
has to be brought up to the desired constant 
temperature..

Enter the tankless water heater.
Used for many years in Europe, this tech-

nology is starting to get traction in North 
America.

As we become more aware of our impact 
on the environment, it makes no sense to 
use our resources, including our � nancial 
resources, keeping water hot 24 hours a day.

� ere are no sacri� ces necessary with this 
technology, in fact, there are many bene� ts, 
such as endless hot water; gaining space 
from eliminating a tank; likely savings on 
utility bills and it lasts longer than conven-
tional heaters.

Terasen community energy solutions 
manager Stu MacGillivray notes that tank-
less hot water heaters likely won’t ever need 
to be replaced – but only if they’re properly 

maintained, on a regular basis.
“Tankless units really should get an-

nual maintenance by a certi� ed contractor, 
especially if there’s a lot of sediment in your 
water supply,” MacGillivray says.

“� e savings depend on how you use it.”
For example, a tankless water heater 

means you don’t run out of hot water, he 
says, but households must also watch their 
total demand, such as not having a load of 

laundry running while someone takes a 
shower.

Tankless water heaters are available in 
both gas and electric powered.

If you are interested in a gas unit you will 
need a gas line to where you plan on install-
ing the unit.

Electric heaters work on heating the water 
as it passes over an electrical element.

� is is not a plug-in unit and you will 

need to have the heater hard wired to your 
circuit breaker/electrical panel.

One advantage of an electric system is it 
doesn’t require venting.

One thing to keep in mind when con-
sidering a tankless system is that, although 
electric water heaters are less expensive to 
purchase, they usually have less capacity, so 
they may not be suitable for large families or 
for households that use large quantities of 
hot water.

Gas-powered tankless systems tend to be 
the most popular with purchasers, MacGil-
livray says, adding he and his family have a 
version in their own household, installed as 
part of an entire heating system upgrade.

When choosing this type of water heater, 
either gas or electric, make sure you choose 
an appropriate model based on peak de-
mand. 

To � gure out your families peak demand 
calculate how many gallons per minute you 
need i.e. showers, kitchen and laundry needs 
at a high-demand part of the day.

All model labels indicate the gallons per 
minute (gpm).

You will also need to make a choice be-
tween a centralized unit and a point-of-use 
model. Point of use means you would need a 
unit in every bathroom, kitchen and laundry 
room, the advantage being faster return to 
peak temperature if the water doesn’t have to 
travel from a main water heater.

One of the biggest bene� ts of having a 
tankless system, MacGillivray notes, is that 
you do not have a large tank that loses heat 
when it is standing idle.

“It’s the standby losses that make the tank 
model ine�  cient,” he says, but adds there is a 
special ‘jacket’ people can buy from Terasen 
that helps insulate tanks against that loss.

Going 
tankless can 
be rewarding

Converting to a tankless heater for your hot water can be bene� cial.  Courtesy of Terasen

WANTED
Homes with asphalt shingles 
or cedar shakes in need of 

replacement
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HUGE savings
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50 year, transferable warranty against: wind, rain, snow, moss, hail 
and tree resin. This beautiful roof is being introduced to your local 
market now.
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investigate the many benefi ts of our roof. You must book your job 
within 10 days of this advertisement.
Low payment, 100% fi nancing available, O.A.C.
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consumption.
In this home, the original oak � oors were 

salvageable, if a little challenged in places. 
Recovered � r � ooring was used for patching 
and all the � oors were re� nished.

When the renovation was complete, a 
‘blower test’ to check for air leaks, passed 
with � ying colours.

In a blower test a powerful fan is mounted 
into the frame of an outside door. � e fan 
pulls air out of the house, lowering the 
air pressure inside. � e higher outside air 
pressure then � ows in through all unsealed 
crakes and openings. � en a smoke pencil is 
used to detect air leaks.

So how do the homeowners feel now that 
this adventure, both good and bad, is over?

� ey are beyond thrilled with their new/
old home. � ey have ended up with a home 
that just eighteen months ago was a dream. 

As for Kerr and his crew? Not only do 
they have very happy clients who are enjoy-
ing their home in style and comfort, the 
members of the Greater Vancouver Home 
Builders Association agree: this project was 
awarded the coveted 2008 Georgie win-
ner for Best Residential Renovation from 
$100,000 to $249,000 (Kits Classic Project).

Herein lays a cautionary tale: Do your 
homework before hiring a contractor, 
especially when you are embarking on the 

Botched job 
turns into 
award-winning 
renovation

Using old-growth � r 
destined to be
destroyed, Kerr
Construction used 
two-inch wood trim 
throughout the home, 
giving it a warm
substance. All of the 
trim was also hand-di-
mensioned, sanded and 
painstakingly � nished.
‘Having access to this 
prized wood was ex-
tremely important in a 
home where the wood 
is integral to the design 
and highly visible,” 
says Doug Kerr. Dual 
skylights (above) were 
added to optimize natu-
ral light.    Rob Newell photos
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY
 
If there is one single thing that 

makes us break out in a sweat it’s the 
dreaded leak in the roof, always at the 
most awkward moment.

You know you need to take a deep 
breath and replace the roof but… with 
what?

Long gone are the days when the 
choice for a new roof were as-

phalt or cedar shingles.
Now, along with the other 

thousands of decisions you 
have to make during a reno-

vation, a new build or just a 
straight roo� ng material replace-

ment, you have to decide which of the 
myriad of choices in material is right 
for you.

Budget and aesthetics play a big part 
in your decision but also keep in mind 
the design of your home.

In the last few years there has been 
a virtual explosion in new materials. 
Everything from metal to rubber is 
now available.

Let’s take a walk through the 
choices:

Plastic, polymer modi� ed and 
synthetic roo� ng: With a little 
research you can � nd man-made tiles 
that mimic, extremely successfully, 
anything from cedar shingles, to clay 
tiles, to slate.

 Some manufacturers, to get away 
from the arti� cial look of uniformity, 
are making individual tiles in di� er-
ent widths and thickness to further 
enhance the look of the real thing.

By the way, thickness is very impor-

tant if you go this route because the 
density creates shadows, which again 
makes a more authentic look.

Avoid the temptation to by synthetic 
tiles in panels. Panels are cheaper to 
install but you run the danger of one 
panel fading at a faster rate than its 
neighbours creating a strange striped 
pattern.

Rubber tiles: Imagine saving 
between 600 to 1,000 tires from the 
land� ll. Imagine installing a roof that 
can be totally recycled at the end of 
its 50 year lifespan. Imagine even the 
scraps from the installation being care-
fully collected and put back into the 
manufacturing process.

No heavier than a 40 year guaran-
teed asphalt roof, this is the one for 
you if you are committed to both qual-
ity and protecting the environment. 

Concrete and clay tiles:
We all want to make sure we hire 

quali� ed and conscientious roo� ng 
contractors but nowhere is this more 
important than installing concrete or 
clay tiles.

Installed by an inexperienced con-
tractor could, a probably will, let you 
in for a world of trouble down the line. 
� is is not the roof to choose if budget 
dictates you go with the cheapest 
estimate. Prep work is extensive with 
these tiles and it takes an experienced 
installer to get it right… so save money 
in other areas of your renovation but, 
please not here.

Metal: I have recently had a metal 
roof installed on my garage-size shed 

Choose the roof you feel 
is right for your dwelling

This year’s PNE Prize Home had a roof constructed from recycled rubber tires: stylish and eco-friendly. PNE photo

CONTINUED ON P.7
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and attached � rewood storage, and I 
love it. So much so that I wish I had 
chosen a metal roof for my house. 

Living as we do in a very rainy part 
of the world with the occasional heavy 
snowfall, I think a metal roof ticks all 
the boxes. 

� ese days there are many styles 
and colours, I chose to go with panels 
in solid black but you can get metal to 
mimic shakes or tiles.

Cedar Shakes: Do you know 
the di� erence between shakes and 
shingles?

Shakes are split while most shingles 
are sawn on all sides, in the west most 
are made of Western Red Cedar.

Usually cut from downed trees, 
wood le�  over from logging operations 

and, in some cases dead trees, this is an 
environmental choice.

Fire used to be a concern but you 
can now get shakes treated with a � re 
retardant which greatly reduces the 
problem.

Asphalt Shingles: � is is the most 
commonly used material.

Made of paper (felt) saturated with 
asphalt to make it waterproof, then 
a top coating of adhesive asphalt is 
applied and ceramic granules are then 
embedded.

Easy to install and available in many 
colours one should still make sure you 
hire a competent contractor.

A local company, Absolute Roof So-
lutions, has written and made available 
at absoluteroor.ca, a fantastic booklet 
called Roofer Madness: Have Your Roof 
Done Right the First Time.

� e good folks at Absolute know 
what a nightmare a bad roo� ng job 
can cause.

“Homeowners feel vulnerable 
because a decision about who to hire 
to � x or replace a roof usually has to 
be made in crisis mode. We feel this 
booklet will help them make the right 
decision for their individual situation,” 
they say. 

Branches by Polygon in North Vancouver features metal roofs.         Rob Newell photo

Pick your 
material, then 
the colour
CONTINUED FROM P.6
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   the best mortgage rate.
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With life the way it is, what better way to relax with 
the family than with your very own home theatre. 
Whether it’s a basic home theatre you setup, or 
a custom one with seating and a 110” screen, 
we  can supply and install something to fi ts all 
budgets, so your can enjoy it for many years to come. 
I bet you can’t say that about everything you buy.

Come home 
to life simplifi ed

Ultimate Custom Installations
offi ce  604.940.2876
cell  604.816.2878
www.ultimateinstalls.ca

RECEIVE 10% 

DISCOUNT WHEN 

YOU MENTION 
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renovation of an older home where you don’t know 
what nightmares are hidden in the walls.

� e GVHBA, which has stringent qualifying rules 
for members, has a new RenoMark symbol that iden-
ti� es those renovation contractors who have 
agreed to the GVHBA Code of Ethics as well 
as a renovation-speci� c Code of Conduct.

RenoMark renovators are professional 
contractors who provide warranties, who 
understand the value of customer service 
during and following projects, and who have 
access to information on current trends, the latest 
materials and new regulations.

If you are planning on embarking a renovation 
you could do a lot worse than making sure your 
contractor has quali� ed to display the RenoMark 
symbol.

You’ll be glad you did!

Research before 
renos never hurts
CONTINUED FROM P.5

Photos show the main bathroom before (left) and after renovations.
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Build, Renovate, Create 
Your Own Space

Graham Reid 604.816.4276  •  Website mpconstruction.ca  •  Email mpconstruction@telus.net
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

MP Construction Ltd. is a Georgie Award 
winning company that focuses on high quality 

custom home renovations and individually 
designed new home construction. An exciting, 
highly professional company founded in 1999 

by owner Graham Reid.

The company has gone from strength to 
strength, always providing top quality results 

and offering unqualifi ed customer satisfaction 
under Graham’s personal supervision.

Putting the interests and wishes of 
the client fi rst, we ensure fi ne quality 

workmanship, personal supervision, and 
timely completion of all projects.
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Meet your...
Home Service
S P E C I A L I S T S

Carpi 
Cleaning Service
Spot Removal & Steam Cleaning

BONDED  604.836.6161  Available 7 days a week

CarpiCleaning_0925.indd   1 9/18/09   1:43:20 PM
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Fully Licensed & Insured
Financing Available OAC

www.universalheating.ca

604.873.3551CALL:

IN THE LOWER MAINLAND

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

MENTION THIS
AD FOR 10% OFF

LABOUR

UniversalHeating
Ltd

PLUMBING  HEATING  AIR CONDITIONING
SALES  SERVICE  REPAIR

With fully trained and qualified tradesmen  
and support staff, we can provide fast  

professional service day or night.

 Heating  Air Conditioning
 Ventilation  Sheet Metal
 Plumbing & Gas  Controls
 Boilers  Drainage
 Production Equipment
 Indoor Air Quality     

✓ ✓

✓✓

✓ ✓

✓✓

✓

✓

LANGLEY
19779 - 56 Ave.     604-534-3700

SOUTH SURREY
2825 - 194 St.         604-536-9366

SURREY
8157 - 132 St.        604-591-7534

– FOR ALL YOUR SAND & GRAVEL NEEDS –
• Drain Rock • Crushed Rock • Sand • Pea Gravel

• River Rock • Soil • Bark Mulch
• Pavers • Retaining Walls • Pond Supplies

PICK UP OR WE DELIVER
7 Days a Week including Holidays

landscapedepotbc.com

TRUE ONE STOP
LANDSCAPE SHOP

11-12871 Bathgateway,
RICHMOND, BC
Easy access from Ikea parking lot

Area Rug
Clearance SALE

Area Rug 
Clearance SALE

Due to suppliers demand we want 
to liquidate the whole inventory of 

hand made area rugs from 2 locations. 

Handmade and machine made area rugs.

We carry most woolen rugs all sizes 2’x3’ 
up to 9’x12’ round rugs and runners.

CENTRAL CITY 
SHOPPING CENTRE

(Upstairs next to Urban Planet) 

Ph: 778-395-2999

11-12871 Bathgate Way
Richmond, BC, Canada V6V 1Y5 
(easy access from Ikea parking lot)

Ph: 604-244-0095

RDESIGNER

LTD.UG
BRITISH INDIANRUGCO. LTD.

HUGE 
DISCOUNTS!
up to 70% off

10
02

09

WE ARE OPENING OUR 
3RD LOCATION 

OCTOBER 3, 2009

COQUITLAM CENTRE 
#1244 - 2929 Barnet Hwy.
Coquitlam, BC, V3B 5R5
Ph: 778-861-8415

Due to SUPPLIERS DEMAND we want
to LIQUIDATE the WHOLE INVENTORY of
hand made area rugs from 1 location.
Handmade and machine made area rugs.
We carry most woolen rugs all sizes 2’x3’
up to 9’x12’ round rugs and runners.

PHONE 604.244.0095    FAX 604.244.0051

HUGE  
DISCOUNTS!

UP TO 70% OFF

BIRug_Oct23.indd   1 10/14/09   2:14:34 PM

TMO Contracting Inc.  778.886.8541

Should you be considering replacing 
your roof, allow us to assist.
◗ WE CARRY $2,000,000 LIABILITY INSURANCE.

◗ WORKSAFE BC REGISTERED 10 YEARS.

◗ FULLY QUALIFIED, PROFESSIONAL WORKERS

◗ OUR CREWS ARE OUR OWN PEOPLE, 
NOT SUB-CONTRACTORS.

TMO_ROct23.indd   1 10/8/09   12:53:21 PM

SERVICE & REPAIR
 New Home Wiring  Renovations, 

Additions & Alterations  

 

Receive a 15% tax 
credit through the 
federal Home 
Renovation Tax 

*10%  
  OFF 
WITH THIS AD

*OF THE PARTS AND 
LABOUR PORTION OF YOUR 

BILL UP TO A MAXIMUM 
OF $1000

 
604.720.5803

LICENSED  BONDED  INSURED

WWW.ITSONELECTR IC .COM  INFO@ITSONELECTR IC .COM

Quality work guaranteed 
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Now that the summer is over, we start entertaining 
more formally.

As much as we love the casual summer barbecue 
or picnic, there is something special about not only 
taking time with the menu but with the dressing of 

the table.
� ere is no one better at innovative and creative 

table designs than Wes � urn of Wes � urn Design.
� urn can take a few simple elements and, by 

some process known only to him, turn an unadorned 
table into something spectacular.

� e beautiful simple table, an exquisite plain slab 
of wood, comes alive in an upbeat combination of 
yellows and oranges, fantastic for fall dinner parties.

When you really study what Wes has done here 
you see that everything is simple, no heirloom dishes 

Designer Wes Thurn turns a simpe table  into a banquet for the eyes – fusing art and function.   Martin Knowles photo

CONTINUED ON P.11

Dress up your table 
for holiday dinners
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The Robertson Family’s
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations

Visit our newly 
renovated showroom 

9-5 M-F Sat 10-3

the team

Traditional + Decorative 
painting

we colour your home

• INTERIOR and EXTERIOR painting 

• MURALS and SPECIALITY painting

• Organized, respectful and clean

Peter Harms is your 
neighbourhood painter

For an estimate 
call Peter at 604.948.1106 

harmspt@yahoo.ca

YOUR HOME 
RENOVATION 
TAX CREDIT 
RUNS OUT 

FEBRUARY 1, 
2010!

TradPaint_Oct23.indd   1 10/15/09   3:35:46 PM
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here. � e yellow place mats were found 
at a dollar store and cut to size.

� e white dishes on the yellow mat, 
coupled with chocolate brown linen 
napkins, are inspirational.

Each place has it own � nger bowl, 
small for the tips of � ngers plus, on the 
right of the service, a hand towel bal-
ance between two wooden napkin rings 
and placed on its own rectangular mat, 
a cutting from the main place mat.

Everything is functional and striking.
� e � owers running down the table 

are of a height that does not impede 
conversation across the table and every 
place has its own tea light which, when 
the lights are turned down, creates a 
feeling of magic.

While the harvest colours are a fan-
tastic complement to the dining table, 
you can also make a striking impres-
sion using all-white dinnerware and 
napkins.

An elegant, yet classic look, the 
whites can be complemented with a few 
candles (lit just a little before everyone 
sits down to eat), or with some artistic 
objects, such as some tasteful � gurines.

Whether complex or simple, the 
thought put into a table setting can 
make your next dinner party a feast for 
the eyes as well as the stomach. 

CONTINUED FROM P.10

Simple can 
be elegant 
during a 
holiday meal

Whether using bright 
colours or stark, strik-
ing white to comple-
ment your holiday 
dinner table, keeping 
it simple can be good. 
Above, two ‘birds’ keep 
watchful eyes on the 
table at Liberty, while 
(far left) colours bright-
en up the room with an 
uncomplicated design. 
Martin Knowles photos

At left, a Morningstar 
Homes dining room 
table at Sterling in 
Coquitlam is dressed to 
impress dinner guests, 
with candles glowing 
and glassware shining.

Kitchen Idea Centre Ltd.
Now Featuring Huntwood Custom Cabinets

    Serving You Since 1976 
• Custom Cabinets • Kitchen Renovations
• Cabinet Refacing • Bathroom Renovations
• Design to Completion •  Interior Decoration Services

The Robertson Family’s
Kitchen Idea Centre Ltd.

#106-3860 Jacombs Rd., Richmond, BC

604.278.3774 • www.kitchenideacentre.com
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“It’s great to feel safe and warm in your own 
home,” says Anita Poonawala.

Anita knows what she’s talking about. In 
2008, she and her neighbours were look-
ing forward to home improvements to their 
townhouse complex in Richmond that would 
provide them more warmth during the cold 
months.

� e strata council had decided to replace 
the wood-burning � replaces in the 48-unit 
complex with electrical � replaces and had 
called in workers to do the installations.

As the work was being done in her 
townhouse, Anita, a client services 
representative for the BC Safety Au-
thority, felt uneasy with what she saw.

“In my work, I get calls from hom-
eowners wanting to verify if the contractor 
they’re dealing with is in fact licensed and 
quali� ed. So I did a little checking on my 
own,” she said.

“One of the workers was welding while 
another was at the electrical panel resetting 
the power as it kept going o� . So I asked them 
if they knew what they were doing. One of 
them said he did but that their employer did 
not give them good machines to work with. 
� at made me think that there was something 
wrong.”

She was also told by the strata council that 
a permit had not been taken out because it 
wasn’t necessary. 

Anita informed the BCSA and Electrical 
Safety O�  cer Carlo Turra went to see the 
work being done.

He noted that “unpermitted electrical work 
was being done by an unquali� ed individual 
and the work was not in accordance to the 

Canadian electrical code.”
“For example, each electrical � replace in-

sert should have its own dedicated circuit. In 
this case, that wasn’t being done and circuits 
were being overloaded. � is would have 
caused tripping or worse, a � re,” explained 
Carlo.

He immediately had the work stopped and, 
together with Anita, convinced the strata 
council to hire a licensed contractor.

� e council agreed, a licensed contractor 
was called in, permits were taken out and the 
work was done safely and according to code. 

During the course of work, the contractor 
also corrected other non-compliances that 
had been done and with only a small addi-
tional fee.

“A licensed electrical contractor will know 
what type of work will require an electrical 
permit and will do the work safely and ac-
cording to code,” said Carlo.

According to Anita, there’s a lesson here for 
all homeowners.

“If we hadn’t found out, the work done 
would have been illegal; it wouldn’t be cov-
ered by insurance and it could have started 

a � re. And it ended up causing delays and 
costing the homeowners more than antici-
pated. It’s best to get a quali� ed and licensed 
contractor to do this kind of work from the 
very start.”

She and her neighbours now look forward 
to keeping warm and safe in the coming 
months.

“Finally, eight months later, the � replaces 
that were meant for the winter of 2008 can 
now be used for the winter of 2009!” quipped 
Anita.

BC Safety Authority

Kelowna electrical inspector Pearse Walsh,left, with contractor Bob Herron of Herron Electric, consult before a job.              Courtesy BC Safety Authority

Hiring a licensed contractor can ensure safety
It pays to check out your 
renovator before work begins

SAFETY
FIRST

Come and see Jessie and the  
rest of the staff  for old time  

sales, selection & service

Ladner Village Hardware
4821 Delta Street, Ladner 604.946.4833
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If SmartStrand® with DuPont™ 
Sorona® carpet could handle this wildlife, it can certainly handle yours!

Open:  Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Saturday 11 am - 4 pm              “Family owned and operated since 1967”

Delta Carpets
5025 48th Avenue,  Ladner
604.946.6291

DeltaCarpets_Oct23.indd   1 10/16/09   4:35:59 PM
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Did you know rugs have been used since 
the earliest days of mankind?

Originally, animal hides were used to 
help insulate both � oors and walls of huts or 
primitive shelters.

� e oldest surviving rug, discovered in a 
burial site in Siberia in 1949 and known as 
the Pazyryk carpet, dates back to � � h century 
BC and features techniques still used today, 
such as vivid colour and hand-tied knots.

It is believed by archeologists that the � rst 
people who wove pile rugs were the Mongo-
lians, but it didn’t take long for the Persians 
to embrace the technique and make it their 
own.

� ere are several references to rug mak-
ing in early scriptures and writings, 
which helps to pinpoint dates and 
the development of the art.

In the west, we were still using 
straw on the � oors, even in the 
court of Elizabeth the First. In the 
1600s, rugs were unknown.

It wasn’t until much later that 
people of wealth started introducing 
rugs to Britain.

Enter Belgium which, a� er the Second 
World War, developed machinery capable of 
producing rugs and dominated the machine-

made market.
Today we have a wealth of choices from 

all around the world, but we still value the 
amazing rugs produced by the Persians.

We have progressed from rugs 
used to provide basic warmth by our 
distant ancestors to fashion state-
ment or ‘� oor art.’

We even prize old, worn-out rugs 
with distinctive patterns to make 

into sofa cushions!
In modern times, we have shi� ed 

from preferring hardwood � oors to wall-to-
wall carpeting – and back.

We are now in the home fashion era of 
dark-toned hardwood (or laminate) � oors 

and hard tiles but, no matter our choice, we 
gravitate to the comfort of beautiful rugs to 
warm up our space and provide underfoot 
comfort.

Another consideration is sound reduc-
tion. When you have too many hard surfaces, 
sound bounces around the space with noth-
ing to absorb and reduce noise.

Rugs are great for de� ning a space such as 
living and dining areas, especially in smaller 
spaces such as condos.

Rooms that are already carpeted wall-to-
wall, usually in a neutral colour, look great 
with area rugs piled on top in a contrasting 
colour or pattern. 

Some rugs with high or edgy designs are 

being considered � oor art and, like tradition 
art on the walls, are carefully chosen to make 
a strong statement.

So, what to look when making your choice?
� e most important consideration is where 

the rug will be used.
If you are placing your rug in a high tra�  c 

area you should consider a natural material 
such as wool which stands up to heavy use 
better than a synthetic material.

Also, to answer the question, ‘to underlay 
or not to underlay’ there is no question, rug 
pads provide stability so there is no danger of 
sliding around and the added an extra layer 
of cushioning helps to keep your tootsies 
warm.

Rugs and 
carpets: 
always chic
From animal hides to Persian 
rugs, we’ve come a long way

RUGS,
GLORIOUS 

RUGS

Jordans regional manager Gary Bradbury shows a 100 per cent wool carpet from India in the Vancouver showroom, while below, an Imperial warrior statue guards Tufenkian Tibetan wool 
rugs. Humans have used rugs and carpets since the dawn of time, but these days, the variety of choices and materials far exceeds anything our ancient ancestors had.   Rob Newell photos
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Mirrors have many designs functions in 
the home.

One large mirror or many grouped to-
gether on a wall are perfect for bouncing 
light around the room.

A word of caution: Make sure what they 
are re� ecting is pleasing to the eye. No 
one wants endless re� ections of a messy 
kitchen.

Clever use of mirrors in a small condo, 
such as a wall of mirrors re� ecting book-
shelves or a � replace, can make the space 
appear twice as large as it actually is, 
which important when you are living in a 
tiny space.

Trading tile for a mirrored backsplash 
in the kitchen helps make a galley-style 
space larger and is an easy way to add 
some glamour and zing to a fairly utilitar-
ian room.

� e same applies to a tiny dining room. 
You can mirror one wall and, if you are 
very brave, couple the wall with a mir-
rored dining room table.

Imagine how romantic that would look 
with the lights down low and candles 
� ickering in the mirrors!

Followers of Feng Shui believe a mirror 
placed inside the front door will confuse 
evil spirits trying to enter the house – I’m 
all for protection wherever we can � nd it.

I love big, oversized mirrors; sometimes 
placed just leaning against the wall. I am 
not a fan of overuse as I � nd it more than 
a little disconcerting to keep running into 
myself as I walk around the house.

Remember, a few is interesting and 
intriguing. A lot is just…well, a lot.

Mirror, mirror, 
on the wall...

Mirrors can help add light to your living space and make it appear larger. They can hang on a wall, or, in the case of oversized mirrors, they can 
lean up against a wall as part of a home’s design. Mirror today re� ect every design style and bring a room to life.   Rob Newell photo

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

It always surprises me when I see a home 
that has obviously been designed with care: 
appropriate styling details have been in-
stalled, paint colours are co-ordinated... and 
then (horrors!) the garage doors look like 
they have been either ignored or bought 
without any thought of how they � t into the 
overall design.

� ink about it – almost all homes have 
garages exposed to the street.

Some homes are designed so that nearly all 
you see from the street are two garage doors 
with the front door stepped ’way back from 
the frontage.

We are a culture of at least two-car families, 
so we need to address this with just as much 
care as we do the rest of the home.

Fortunately, we have amazing choices these 
days, in a wide variety of materials.

Once you have decided on design you need 
to consider a few practical considerations.

Should you choose a door that rotates out 
and upward known as a tilt-up? � is type 
is cheaper to buy but can be awkward 
to use.

You have to park the car far enough 
back to allow for the swing of the door 
and, unless you install an automatic door 
opener, getting out of the car in bad weather 
to open the door can be miserable.

A sectional roll-up door has hinged panels 
that roll up over tracks and lie � at against the 
garage ceiling, the addition of an automatic 
door opener makes this more convenient and 
safer.

Another consideration is insulation.
A garage door is the largest opening into 

your home and without proper insulation, 
not only is your garage cold, but hot air from 
the interior of your home is pulled into the 
cold garage creating discomfort.

Get a garage that complements your home

Choosing a garage that suits your home 
– or even improves its appearance – can 
be tough. Above, homeowners in a 
Greater Vancouver house chose to make 
their double garage doors match their 
front door, with natural wood and glass 
accents.  The � nished product is chic and 
stylish, and gives the home a warm, wel-
coming appearance. Left, Garador owner 
and regional manager Arkadiusz Lewan-
dowski o� ers clients throughout Metro 
Vancouver (and beyond) several choices 
in roll-up garage doors. Garador is a dis-
tributor of B&D Roll-A-Doors, which are 
growing in popularity in North America.

GARAGE
STYLE
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3059-152 Street White Rock
Phone: 604-542-4317

7599 King George Hwy 
Surrey (Newton)
Phone: 604-572-3739

7878 120th Street (Scott Road) Surrey 
Phone: 604-591-3914

6312 200th Street Langley
Phone: 604-532-4411

13665-102nd Ave Surrey (North)
Phone: 604-583-8473

7200 Market Crossing Burnaby 
Phone: 604-451-5888

1200 Seguin Drive Coquitlam
Phone: 604-527-8828

11969 - 200th  Street Maple Ridge
Phone: 604-460-4664

1350 Main Street North Vancouver              
Phone: 604-982-9100

3100-2850 Shaughnessy St. Port Coquitlam 
Phone: 604-468-6951

3500 No.3 Road Richmond
Phone: 604-273-2939

11388 Steveston Hwy South Richmond 
Phone: 604-271-6651

2290 Cambie St. Vancouver 
Phone: 604-707-2290

2830 Bentall Street Vancouver 
Phone: 604-431-3570

8729 Heather Street Vancouver
Phone: 604-257-6487

2220 Kingsway 
Vancouver Kingsway
Phone: 604-257-6510

See all the ways Canadian Tire can help your style and your budget!

Find all the right tools for the job!
Power and hand tools, nails,screws, glue, drywall repair, silicone caulking and more!

Renovating? 
Debbie Travis - Shelves, Chairs, Cabinets and Rugs

Kitchen, Garage and Closet Organizers

Light Dimmers, Timers and Door Chimes

Kitchen Faucets,Sinks and Exhaust Fans

Debbie Travis - Pillows, Throws, Lighting and Mirrors 

Small Appliances, Kitchenware and Housewares

Heaters, Fans, Programmable Thermostats and Humidifiers

Quality Paint, Stains, Brushes, Rollers

Sinks, Toilets and Faucets

Window Coverings

Portable Fireplaces and Accessories

Outdoor Storage Sheds

Bathroom Fans, Lighting, Storage, Mirrors and Weigh Scales


