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‘Sliders’ 
high on 
reno list

By Maggie Calloway

Once you have decided to 
invest in making your outdoor 
space more inviting, there is 
one item that should be right 
up there on your list.

To make the transition from 
your interior to your new out-
door room, the choice of doors 
can make all the diff erence. 
Loewen is a well respected lead-

 ›› more page.4
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By Maggie Calloway

Lurking deep in the heart of most gardeners is 
the dream of installing a beautiful greenhouse in 
the back garden.

Many have visions of growing vegetables 
year-round, volumes of spring fl owers and plants 
ready for planting, and a place to just generally 

putter around even on those grey, drizzly days.
Considering buying a greenhouse entails 

much the same decision-making process as 
home renovations. Just how are you going to use 
this new addition: are you really planning on be-
coming self-sustaining in the veggie department, 
are you dreaming of turning the back 40 into 
a mini botanical garden, or do you just enjoy 
growing your own vegetables and fl owers from 
seed and want a place to protect delicate plants 
and shrubs though the winter?

Th ese are all important questions which need 
well-considered answers to avoid investing in 
a building which turns into an expensive white 
elephant.

Now that you have thought through why you 
want a greenhouse, you need to be realistic about 
your climate. Do you live in a spot subject to 
high winds or heavy snow? Let’s face it, life is 
not all sunshine and roses but sometimes long 
periods of ice and snow, which means your 
greenhouse needs to be able to withstand such 
extremes.

One needs to consider these pesky details 
before taking the plunge.

Kyle Exner, of B.C. Greenhouse Builders, is 
an expert who has very defi nite ideas on what 
it takes to pair the perfect greenhouse with the 

Garden room no longer a pipe dream
Greenhouses are great yard 
additions, perfect for growing 
vegetables and other plants 
year-round.

By Kerry Vital

Th e Greater Vancouver 
Home Builders’ Association has 
announced the winners of its 
second annual renOVATION 
Awards.

At the awards dinner held 
on April 15, the GVHBA 
handed out awards honouring 
excellence in home-renovation 
design and construction. Th e 
program featured 65 fi nalists in 
26 categories, and was present-
ed by FortisBC.

“Th e quality of the work done 
by our renovators was superb,” 
says GVHBA President and 
CEO Peter Simpson. “It was a 
night of celebration.”

Burnaby-based TQ Construc-
tion and Kenorah Construction 
& Design of Delta were the big 
winners of the night, coming 
out with six awards each. Th ey 
were followed by Surrey-based 
My House Design/Build Team 
with four awards, and Best 
Builders of Delta, North Van-
couver’s CCI Renovations and 
New Westminster’s Intermind 
Design with two awards each. 
Single awards were won by 
Build-Pros Construction of 
North Vancouver, Klondike 
Contracting, Level One Mainte-
nance and Maison d’etre design-
build, all of Vancouver.

Intermind Design was also 

renOVATION
Awards
presented

Patio doors have come a long 
way from the aluminum 

sliders that once did little 
more than gain access to 

outside.

Kyle Exner of B.C. Greenhouse Builders suggests an 8’ by 8’ greenhouse for the starter gardener, but warns if you plan to add on in the future, you have to keep 

that in mind when placing your greenhouse. 
Martin Knowles  photo

SAVE THE HST ON WINDOWS & DOORS*

* Offer ends May 31st, 2011. Some conditions apply. Please quote HW2011-001 to take advantage of this offer. **O.A.C. Minimum contract value of $5,000

604.697.5700
homeworks.ca/promotions
Burnaby, Port Moody, Victoria

• Full Lifetime Warranty • ENERGY STAR®

• Trusted Installers • Established for over 30 years

No Interest & No Payments for 6 Months**
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Thinking of enjoying the benefi ts of natural gas? 
Quadra Homes offers high effi ciency and lower homeowner
expense at Yorkson Creek townhomes in Langley

Something exciting is 
happening in Langley

Quadra Homes has been building 
quality homes in British Columbia for 
more than forty years and has earned 
their reputation as a company with 
integrity. 

The Townhomes at Quadra’s Yorkson 
Creek are built to high standard and 
are offered at a good price. Features, 
which would normally be upgrades, are 
included in the competitive price.

Wonderful kitchens include granite 
countertops and deluxe wood cabinets. 
A stainless steel appliance package 
consisting of a side-by-side fridge, 
dishwasher and microwave is included 
in each home. A gas range, which is the 
dream of home chefs, is also included.   

“A gas dryer is a very compelling 
component of our townhome package 
because in the Lower Mainland, using 
a gas dryer costs about 11 cents to dry 
a load of clothes. This compares to 
between 14 cents and 20 cents when 
using an electric clothes dryer” says 
Shawn Bouchard of Quadra Homes. 

This exceptional quality continues 
throughout the rest of the home with 
genuine hardwood fl oors, nine-foot 
ceilings, natural gas fi replace; all in 
a central Langley setting with good 
access to public transit. 

Now, homebuyers will realize even 
more value as a result of a very 
interesting collaboration between 

Quadra Homes and Fortis BC. These 
two British Columbia-based companies 
have collaborated to make the 
townhouse section of Quadra’s Yorkson 
Creek project hit a high environmental 
standard EnerGuide 80. 

“We collaborated with FortisBC on a 
natural gas pilot  program for a number 
of reasons, including  cost savings, 
unlimited hot water supply, the comfort 
of a high-end Carrier multi-speed 
furnace plus the tremendous advantages 
of gas dryers, stoves, barbecues and 
fi replaces. After reviewing all these 
considerations and the EnerGuide 80 
rating for the home, we knew this 
package was a winner” said Quadra 
Homes Vice President, Paul DaDalt. 

For the homeowner this means the 
monthly cost of running the home is 
greatly reduced. An added bonus for 
the fi rst time buyers is that they can 
obtain a credit from CMHC because 
this is an EnerGuide 80 project.

Quadra Homes worked with a Certifi ed 
Energy Advisor to determine the least 
cost path to a more energy effi cient 
home using natural gas appliances for 
space heat and domestic hot water. 
This study was an important fi rst step 
in ensuring that the project would 
achieve EnerGuide 80 rating even 
before construction.

Once the studies were complete, 
decisions were made to install Navien 

gas   powered hot water heaters. These 
on-demand water heaters eliminate the 
need for a standard hot water tank and 
the energy needed to maintain water 
temperature. The Navien, powered 
by natural gas, boasts the industry’s 
highest effi ciency rating at 98% which 
means low operating costs. This water 
heater also provides hot water at a 
very high gallon-per-minute (GPM) 
fl ow rate, which is very convenient for 
homeowners. 

The safety of the natural gas powered 
Navien system is enhanced by dual 
microprocessors that continually 
cross monitor performance to assure 
proper operation at all times. These 
microprocessors also maintain the 
steady hot water temperature.

The second recommendation of the 
FortisBC study was the installation of 
a high-effi ciency gas furnace. Quadra 
installed the Carrier Performance 
96 Gas furnace. This furnace is aptly 
named as 96 cents of every dollar spent 
is going toward supplying usable heat 
to the home.

The care taken to include high- 
effi ciency natural gas powered 
mechanics and appliances, coupled 
with high insulation, means the new 
owner will have a home which is 
warm and comfortable for the family, 
respectful to the environment, and 
costs less to run.

Be sure to visit Yorkson Creek located 
at 208 Street and 82 Avenue in Langley.

It is a winner all-around.

Shawn Bouchard of Quadra Homes 
shows the small space used to 

produce all the heating and hot 
water needs for each townhome.
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FortisBC Energy Inc., FortisBC Energy (Vancouver Island) Inc., FortisBC Energy (Whistler) Inc., do business as FortisBC.  The companies are indirect, wholly owned subsidiaries of FortisInc. FortisBC uses the FortisBC name and logo under license from Fortis Inc.

See how much energy 
your home uses…

  55.8% - heating the house
  21.5% - heating water
  16.3% - power for computers, video games,  

    DVD players, TVs, fridge and stove
  6.0% - turning on lights
  0.4% - running air conditioner

NRCan Residential Sector, British Columbia

TLC furnace or fi replace service
Receive a $25 Save-On-Foods™ gift card. 
Available from May 1 - October 31, 2011 

Install an EnerChoice fi replace 
and receive $150
Everyone could use a little ambience with 
their energy effi ciency.

Upgrade to an effi cient water 
storage tank and get $50
Upgrade to an effi cient storage tank
 and we’ll give you $50

Switch ‘n’ Shrink and get 
a $1000 rebate
Switch from oil or propane to natural gas, 
install an ENERGY STAR® heating system and 
get a $1000 rebate.

$75 rebate on select ENERGY 
STAR® clothes washers 
Available from May 1 - December 31, 2011

Energy Saving Kits reduce 
energy costs
If you’re on a low-income budget, you may be 
eligible for a free Energy Saving Kit. 

LiveSmart BC: Effi ciency 
Incentive Program
Make your home energy effi cient and save 
money. Incentives from April 1, 2011 - March 
31, 2013

For more information:

- Visit fortisbc.com/offers
- Email rebates@fortisbc.com
- Call 1-800-663-8400

Hiring a BCSA licensed contractor 
to perform gas renovations is a 
good way to protect your family 
and your home

Renovations done without permits can seriously 
hurt the resale value of your home . . . or worse, 
your family’s safety. The best way to protect 
your family and your home is to hire a BC 
Safety Authority licensed contractor with the 
appropriate permit.

A licensed contractor not only ensures safety 
practices are adhered to, they can help make 
sure the job runs smoothly.  The contractor can 
obtain the permit on your behalf and manages 
the inspection process plus they can correct any 
defi ciencies.

A good contractor has the training and expertise 
required to do the job well and safely. And they 
employ people who are qualifi ed and bonded. If 
you wish to “do-it-yourself” and have suffi cient 
knowledge and ability to do the work, you may 
apply for a permit, provided that the work will be 
done on a single-family fully detached dwelling 
that is, or is intended to be, your permanent 
dwelling. It must not include one or more self-
contained suites and no person is being paid to do 
the work. 

If it’s a “do-it-yourself” job, an inspection is 
required and will be done by a BC Safety Authority 
Safety Offi cer to ensure that it’s safe. If the work is 
to be done by a licensed contractor, the inspection 
is arranged by them.

For peace of mind we recommend you hire a 
licensed contractor. Use this checklist for to make 
sure they:

• Hold a valid BC Safety Authority Licence

• Provide references

• Have liability insurance

• Are covered through WorkSafeBC

• Provide warranties on all work and materials

• Submit the written quote with: 

  -  Total cost of work
  -  Timeline: start and end date of work
  -  List of permits and the costs 
     (i.e. electrical, gas, building)
              
After hiring a contractor they must provide a:

• Copy of each permit before beginning work
• Copy of the fi nal declaration

For more information please contact:

BC Safety Authority
1-866-566-7233 (SAFE)
info@thinkpermit.ca

Energy Saving Rebates
from FortisBC

The environment. We’ve got our best people on it.
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er in the well-defi ned area of windows and doors. 
With over 100 years of experience in production 
and design, they have come a long way from church 
pews and bee-keeping equipment. Th e decision to 
specialize in windows and doors has allowed them 
to embrace new technologies while staying true to a 
long tradition specialization.

Loewen’s Matt Penner says, “We have some beau-
tiful choices available 
today to fi t both the style 
of your home and add 
to the ambiance of your 
outdoor space.

“At Loewen, we strive 
to provide our custom-
ers with the world’s most 
inspiring windows and 
doors – but as we inspire, 
we must also build reli-
ability into everything we 
make.”

We are all familiar 
with the classic French 
doors, sometimes re-
ferred to as terrace doors; 
traditional terrace doors 
hinge in the middle so 
that one panel is fi xed 
and the other operates.

By contrast, French 
terrace doors are hinged 
on the outside to allow 
both doors to operate 
from the middle.

If this is your choice of 

door, make sure you decide in advance which way 
you want the door to swing: inside or outside.

Sliding patio doors are still around, but wooden 
doors that function like large moving windows are 
more popular than the traditional aluminum ver-
sion. Th ese striking doors are a huge improvement 
on the shuddering aluminum doors of yore.

Th ose of us who are dedicated viewers of all 
things related to home design have seen the bifold 
terrace doors which, when folded back on them-

selves, virtually disap-
pear.

Th e bifold allows you 
to create a feeling of spa-
ciousness by joining the 
interior and exterior liv-
ing space. When closed, 
bifold doors provide 
privacy and protection 
while allowing unob-
structed views.

A fairly new system on 
the scene is the Loewen 
Lift Slide. Th is system 
allows expansive glass 
panels, some weighing 
up to 850 lbs., to roll 
smoothly and easily.

Th e Lift Slide doors 
glide, with just the touch 
of a hand, on almost 
invisible stainless steel 
tracks, again allowing a 
blurring of the division 
between the interior and 
exterior space.

 ›› from page.1

Patio doors add ambiance

Patio doors from 

Loewen are available in 

several styles, including 

French terrace, bifold 

and LiftSlide.
Submitted photos

*Some Conditions apply. Legal fees, appraisal fees, inspection fees to a maximum of $1,500 or $1,500 cash. The Annual 
Percentage Rate (APR) is for a mortgage of $100,000 with monthly payments and a 25-year amortization, assuming 
no fees apply. If fees and/or charges apply, the total Cost of Credit and APR would increase. Offer and rate may be 
changed, extended or withdrawn at any time without notice. Available O.A.C.

Talk to us today!
1.888.440.4480  
prospera.ca

personal banking  |  investment advice  |  insurance  |  business banking 

With FREE appraisal, FREE 
legal, and FREE inspection 
fees... or $1500 CASH*!

www.landscapedepotbc.com

LANGLEY:
604-534-3700
19779 56 Avenue

PORT KELLS:
604-455-0884

20395 102B Avenue 

SURREY:
604-591-7534
8157 132 Street

SOUTH SURREY:
604-536-9366
2825 194 Street

COMPANYA

They have everything you need to make 
your landscape vision, a reality.
Including the experts to help you get 
from concept to completion, without 
feeling overwhelmed.

True One-Stop Landscape Shop
 

& decorative rock

FROM A TRUCK LOAD  
TO A SHOVEL FULL 

The right product  
for your project.

Pick up or delivery 

7 days a week, 

including holidays.
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A beautiful garden will 
be enjoyed for years, 
but must be carefully 
done so as not to appear 
gimmicky.

By Maggie Calloway
Every now and then, if we are lucky, 

we have our breath taken away with a 
sight so striking and so stunning, we are 
mesmerized.

Th at is how I feel about this Vancouver 
garden designed and executed by Down 
to Earth Landscapes, and it comes as no 
surprise they are the recipient of major 
awards, both local and national.

I had a long chat with Marcyn Ward, 
co-owner of Down to Earth Landscapes 
along with Peter Schradi, about this 
unique garden.

“When we started this project we had 
some very specifi c requirements for the 
terrace area in the rear, which are the 
stone spirals,” Ward says.

“Our client asked that her garden, 
which she would mostly view from her 
deck, be fabulous from that angle.

“I had a photo of a wooden plinth in a 
spiral shape and always wanted to design 
a garden based on this design, and here 
was the perfect project.”

One of the requirements was that the 
garden look great from above, and had 
to have closed stone access from the 
deck into the garage.

Down to Earth also had to include 
an area for a downstairs tenant, and the 
homeowners have two dogs so a doggy 
wash area was also important.

“We also made provision for a future 
water feature; the east side of the back 
terrace has a spiral that is shaped to 
allow for a specifi c pre-chosen water 
feature,” Ward says.

“On the west side the spiral is more 
expanded and it is big enough for two 
big comfy chairs and a small table.”

Th e trick with a controlled design like 
this is to get it just right and not to over 
do or over play, says Ward. With too 
much tweaking the elegant can become 

gimmicky. 
Th e front garden had 

an existing landscape 
done by the builder, 
which was taken out 
with the exception of a 
magnolia tree. Th e tree 
was in good shape but 
required pretty radical 
structural pruning. Th e 
home is beautiful to look 
at with the magnolia tree, 
so it was decided not 
to build a complicated 
garden with lots of 
colour. Th e decision was 
to keep the front just 

green with broadleaf evergreens.
“We used two kinds of boxwood. One 

is the true dwarf boxwood, which we 
used to develop the lines of the spiral. 
Th e other is a form of boxwood called 
Green Mound - a broad low mound 
which stays low and dwarf,” says Ward.

Down to Earth Landscapes did lots of 
drawings, working out how they were 
going to develop the spirals but most of 
the work was done physically setting up 
on site and then moving lines.

As the garden came together it was 
viewed from every angle to maximize 
the view. It was important that as you 
approach the front door, or walk from 
the door to the street, you see the spirals.

Th e homeowner is ecstatic with the 
magical fi nished garden and so are 
strangers who wander in off  the street. 
Cars stop on the street and occupants 
can’t resist wandering the front garden.

Gardens go Down to Earth 
with a spiral design

This garden, created by Down to Earth Landscaping, is loved by 

both the homeowner and passersby. The owner says she has 

seen people wandering around her front garden admiring the 

landscaping.
Submitted photos

The Robertson Family’sThe Robertson Family’s
Kitchen Idea Centre Ltd.

Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations

Serving You Serving You 
Since 1976 

• Custom Cabinets 
• Kitchen Renovations

• Cabinet Refacing
• Bathroom Renovations
• Design to Completion 

• Interior Decoration Services

604.278.3774
#106-3860 Jacombs Rd., Richmond, BC

www.kitchenideacentre.com
SHOWROOM HOURS: 

 9:30AM - 5:00PM MON-FRI   •  10AM - 3PM SAT

ASK 
ABOUT 

NO CHARGE 
UPGRADES

ENDS JUNE 8, 2011

NO CHARGE
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By Maggie Calloway

Th e garden is looking fabulous, 
the deck or terrace has been given its 
spring cleaning, the family is looking 

forward to spending lots of time 
with each other and friends 
enjoying the outdoors, but ... 
those old rickety chairs and plastic 
cushions are just not making the 
grade. You want style and function; 
you want pizzazz!

With more and more families 
investing in their outdoor space 
and spending more of their free 
time at home, people are starting 
to design their outdoor living space 
with as much care as they did their 
interior space. In response to this 
strong trend, the manufacturers 
have stepped up to the plate.

Outdoor furniture is moving 
away from heavy furniture, such 
as teak, in favour of beautifully 
designed, high-styled, lightweight 
furniture.

Chinz & Co. have always been on the design edge and their selection of 
outdoor furniture and accessories is no 
exception. Maren Vanoene and Joyce 
Steven are both designers with Chinz.

“Clients are looking for modern, 
contemporary and good quality 
furniture,” says Vanoene. “Th ey want to 
be able to leave their garden furniture 
outside year-round rather than 
wrestling heavy furniture undercover 
at the end of the season. Th ey want 
easy care, which means being able to 
wash down the furniture with soap and 
water and have it look great.”

Vanoene also says that lighter 
colours are on trend. “It used to be 
clients wanted very dark furniture 
but now more natural colours are 
emerging. Also, this furniture looks 
great inside as well as outside. If you 
need more seating for guests (inside), 
this would not look out of place.”

“Outdoor lighting is as important 

as interior lighting,” says Steven. “In 
a seating area an outdoor rug can tie 
everything together and there are 
some beautiful rugs available now. 
Lanterns with candles are very eff ective 
and romantic in the evening. Pots of 
colourful fl owers or grasses planted in 
a black container look very striking. 
Whatever your taste there are many 
designs to choose from”

If you are planning to furnish your 
outdoor space and don’t know where 
to start, take photos from diff erent 
angles and lots of measurements and 
take them with you when you go 
shopping. Stores such as Chinz & Co. 
have designers on staff  who would be 
delighted to help you pull together a 
great look. 

We live such busy lives and maybe 
the pull of a beautiful outdoor space 
will entice us to stop, put our feet up 
and relax with friends and family.

Outdoor furniture a great way 
to accent your living space

People are using their outdoor spaces more and more, according to accessories retailer 

Chintz & Co. A newer trend in outdoor furniture is lightweight and highly styled.
Submitted photos

Looking For A Quality Paint Job?

• 3 Year Guarantee

•  $5,000,000 
Liability Insurance

• Full WCB Coverage

•  Experienced 
Student Painters 

•  Top Quality 
ICI Paints

• Free Estimates

10%
OFF 

new jobs
booked by 
June 1st 

604-987-6110  •  www.studentworks.ca

apr11.indd   1 11-02-02   11:25 AM

T H E  A R T  O F  F I N E  L I V I N G

apr11.indd   1 11-02-02   11:25 AM

Luxury is not about opulence or great expense. It is the 

pleasure and joy of using beautiful things every day. 

Our vision of the modern home is warm and intimate, 

as well as stylish and sophisticated.
www.paramountfurniture.net

5520 Minoru Blvd

(1 block west of Lansdowne Mall)

Richmond BC  604 .273 .0155
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 the richmond

Capture your share of the 
lucrative renovation market…
our highly successful RenoNation 
reaches single family homeowners 
throughout  Richmond.

Building 
more 
success...

Look for our next edition on Aug 25

Call 604.247.3700 to advertise 
www.richmondreview.com 

3831 Moncton Street Richmond
604.271.8891

OPEN MON.-SAT. 8:30AM -5:30PM
budgetappliance.com CENTRE Ltd.

I N STA NT  REBATE  OFFER

O N  N O W  U N T I L  M AY  2 9 ,  2 0 1 1 

SAVE UP TO
  $ $17001700*

INSTANT REBATE ON PURCHASES 
OF QUALIFYING APPLIANCES

Offer valid at participating authorized 
Maytag® appliance dealers.

See sales associate for details.
* In-store, instant rebate valid on qualifying Maytag® appliances purchased from a participating authorized Canadian Maytag® appliance dealer from April 28 to May 29, 2011. 
Some conditions apply. Offer cannot be combined with any other Maytag® appliance offer. $1,700 rebate value based on maximum combined rebate amount (including bonus offer) 
on purchase of qualifying Maytag® appliances purchased from the same dealer at the same time. Instant rebate will be deducted at time of purchase. All models may not be available 
at all dealers. GST/HST/QST and Provincial Sales Tax (where applicable) are included in the rebate amount. This offer is not available to dealers, builders or contractors. 

® Registered Trade-Mark/™ Trade-Mark of Maytag Corporation or its related companies. Used under license in Canada. © 2011. All rights reserved.
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By Maggie Calloway

With summer coming up, the sun 
will come out and homeowners may 
want to start looking into solar power 
to power their homes.

One problem with solar power in 
B.C. is the prevalence of rain much of 
the year. Th ere are huge variations in 
available solar energy between summer 
and winter, roughly equaling four times 
more sunlight in summer months.

Another hindrance to installing 
residential solar in B.C. is the current 
low cost of electricity and the high cost 
of installing solar panels.

“For an average home to put in 
a system the cost is around $8,900. 
A typical 2,000 square foot home is 
looking at $6,900 to $8,900,” says Jason 
Delos Santos, principal with plumbers 
and gas fi tters Terra Mechanical. 
However, he assures homeowners that 
even in rainy B.C., it’s possible to keep 
your power on.

“Even on dull cloudy days there is 
still some solar activity it just means 
the tank on the grid pulls more 
electricity and the reverse is true on 
sunny, cloud free days.,” he says.

For a homeowner, installation 
of a solar panel system has to be a 
philosophical decision rather than a 
cost-saving measure.

“Th e typical payback for an $8,900 
system is seven years aft er which you 
can look forward to much-reduced 
hydro bills for as long as you live in 
the home,” says Delos Santos. While 
this seems like a long time, experts 

say converting to solar energy can 
happen one step at a time, and starting 
with solar power to heat hot water is a 
logical fi rst step.

“With the installation of a solar hot 
water system you can achieve 60 to 70 
per cent of [what] an average family 
needs,” says Delos Santos.

“If homeowners are interested in 
installing hot water solar systems in … 
Vancouver this is a great time to make 
a decision because there are incentives 
in place,” he says.

Th e City of Vancouver is off ering 
$3,000 towards the cost of a solar hot 
water installation, says David Ramslie, 
Sustainable Development Program 
Manager for the City of Vancouver.

“We are giving this incentive to the 
fi rst 30 homes which qualify.”

Some spots are already fi lled, so 
space is limited.

“We want to make this as easy as 
possible,” Ramslie says. He says the 
city relaxed height restrictions, so 
homeowners are no longer penalized 
for an overheight solar installation.

While the program was originally 
only for new home builders, Vancouver 
has extended the project to include 
homeowners as well, and is working 
with Solar BC, FortisBC and carbon-
management solutions provider 
Off setters to provide the subsidies.

Only residents of Vancouver can 
qualify for the program.

Homeowners interested in installing 
solar water projects should go to Solar 
BC’s website at www.solarbc.ca for info 
and a list of approved installers.

Harnessing the sun
Solar power, especially in summer, can be an 
energy-effi cient way to heat and power your home

Solar energy can be harnessed even on a cloudy day, according to Terra Mechanical’s 

Jason Delos Santos.
Martin Knowles photo

PPRROOTTEECC  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS  GGRROOUUPP  
SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

Electrical Contractors Serving British Columbia Since 1986! 
We are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Whether 

your needs are emergency service, troubleshooting or small projects, no job 
is too big or too small! 

Commercial & residential high rises  Institutional buildings  Steel and 
concrete tilt-up warehouse buildings 

house design-  

Celebrating 25 Years! 
p: 604-278- -278-3248 

9-11720 Voyageur Way, Richmond BC  mail@protecgroup.com  www.protecgroup.com 

g

MMeennttiioonn  tthhiiss  aadd    
aanndd  ssaavvee  55%%!!  

— Advertorial —

Solar Water Heating and the World*

Save money on your monthly gas bill! 
Increase the value of your home!  Lower 
your carbon emissions! Help save energy! 
Contact our Sales department for pricing 
on our systems.

604-812-8350
www.bluemarble-energy.com

(RICHMOND, BC)—Richmond, B.C.-based Blue 
Marble Energy Alternatives is proud to announce 
that it is now offering a high-tech solar water 
heating system that taps into the power of the 
sun to supply as much as 80 per cent of a home’s 
hot water needs while reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions by more than 20 per cent. 

The state-of-the-art SunpeakUSA system, 
which uses rooftop solar panels to harness the 
sun’s rays, is so effi cient that daylight alone can 
heat a home’s water. 

The systems integrates seamlessly with the 
domestic water system, and heats water more 
quickly than other solar thermal systems. “These 
new units are technologically superior to previous 
systems, and therefore increased effi ciency 
means they work in our climate,” according to 
Blue Marble’s Nevin Middleton. “While energy 
costs will continue to rise, solar is free. 

The fi rst system of its kind was recently 

installed in a home on No. 1 Road and passed 
the inspection by Richmond City Hall. 

Monthly heating costs can be reduced by 50 
per cent or more annually, and the systems can 
pay for itself in as little as fi ve years, depending 
on use. 

And since sunlight is free, and no fuel is 
burned, that means no carbon is released into 
to the atmosphere. 

Compare that to a conventional storage tank 
hot water system, which uses gas or electricity 
just to stay at its operating temperature, and the 
benefi ts of solar heating are obvious. 

And with an electrical back-up system with 
a 4,500-watt element, even on dark rainy days, 
the water will stay hot. 

The systems is backed by an unprecedented 
10-year limited warranty on its vacuum tube’s 
performance, and 15-year warranty on pipe 
performance.

Quality Furniture
Direct from Importer

Leather Sofa/Loveseat 
Recliner Set

 $800.00

Quality FurnitureQuality Furniture
Direct from ImporterDirect from Importer

Leather Sofa/LoveseatLeather Sofa/Loveseat
Recliner SetRecliner Set

Great Value
4 recliners in set

$800.00$800.00
Visit our website for details on this

and other outstanding deals.
www.warehouse2u.ca
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Painting wood fl oors 
can be time-intensive, 
but spectacular.

By Maggie Calloway

Have you ever thought about pulling 
up your carpets and then painting your 
wood fl oors? Scary thought?

I did just that six years ago. Not 
only was this pretty radical but I had 
new pine boards laid everywhere in 
the house, except the kitchen and 
bathroom, then painted them white.

People thought I was mad until they 
saw the fi nished fl oors…then they 
swooned.

Th is is not for everyone, especially 
white fl oors which take a bit of 
maintenance (what with pets and welly 
boots), but if you love the look or if 
your fl oor boards have seen 
better days, it may be a way 
to go.

Game to have a go? A 
little preparation is in order. 
You need to sand the boards 
a little to give the paint 
something to hang onto; 
then make sure you remove 
all dust. Give the fl oor a 
primer coat, matched to the 
type of paint you plan to 
use, then dry thoroughly. 
Lightly sand again and get 
rid of dust. Now comes the 
fun part. 

Your fi rst coat should be quite thin 
and applied with a brush. Don’t be 
tempted to use a roller as they leave a 
stippling pattern, which is not the look 
you want. Allow the fl oor to dry for 24 
hours then apply two more thin coats, 
allowing each coat to dry for a full day. 
It is best to put off  dragging furniture 
or walking across the newly painted 
fl oors in your Manolo Blahniks for at 
least four weeks to give them a chance 
to harden.

Farrow & Ball, a company with a 
reputation for superb paint with a 
wonderful choice of colours, including 
heritage, has excellent fl oor paint. All 
their paints are water-based, eco-
friendly and low or minimal VOC.

Th e great thing about their fl oor 
paint is it can be used on surfaces 
previously painted in an oil-based 
fi nish, which is enormously helpful if 
you have old paint on your fl oors.

Painted wood fl oors a change from carpet

Farrow & Ball have a range 

of paint colours for painting 

your wood fl oors, with white 

being a very popular choice.
Submitted photos

Introducing Sensa granite with 
a 15 year installed warranty.

www.paragonsurfacing.com
6720 Graybar Road, Richmond

Phone 604.278.2225

Specializing in 
kitchen and bathroom 

counter top replacement

i n t e r i o r  &  e x t e r i o r  p a i n t i n g

k i t c h e n  &  b a t h r o o m  r e n o v a t i o n s

gene ra l  con t r ac t i ng 

p ro j ec t  managemen t

l i c e n s e d , w o r k s a f e  b c  &  i n s u r e d

Call for a free estimate

604-818-0733
info@stevestonpainting.com

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e f r i e n d l y  s t a f f

q u a l i t y  w o r k m a n s h i p e x c e p t i o n a l  r e s u l t s

unit 125 - 12417 no. 2 Road  I  richmond bc  I  v7e 6s4
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midland
appliances by design
www.midlandappliance.com
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VANCOUVER13651 Bridgeport Road, Richmond   
604 278-6131

#210 188 Kingsway, Vancouver        
604 608-0600

2912 West 4th Ave., Vancouver         
604 736-7227

     SAVE

  
INSTANT REBATE 

on purchases of qualifying appliances

UP TO

$1700*

See sales 
associate 

for details

NEW! 
Maytag® Gemini™ 
Double Oven
Freestanding 
Electric Range
• Durable Design

Maytag® 25 cu. ft.
Ice2O® Easy Access 
Refrigerator

NEW! Maytag® Maxima™
High Effi ciency Front Load 
Washer
•  Best cleaning in the industry 

enabled by the PowerWash cycle

NEW! Maytag® Maxima™
Electric Dryer
• Steam enhanced dryer cycles

Exceptional Design 
Has Its Rewards

Plus Receive a
BONUS 
DISHWASHER
with the purchase 
of any 5 or more 
qualifying Jenn-Air® 
Major Appliances

*Exclusive Limited Time Offer 
See Sales Associate for details.

Purchase any 2 or more qualifying 
Jenn-Air® Major Appliances 
and receive a

10% INSTANT 
REBATE!*

* In-store, instant rebate valid on qualifying Maytag® appliances purchased from a participating authorized Canadian Maytag® appliance dealer from April 28 to May 29, 2011. Some conditions apply. Offer cannot be combined 
with any other Maytag® appliance offer. $1,700 rebate value based on maximum combined rebate amount (including bonus offer) on purchase of qualifying Maytag® appliances purchased from the same dealer at the same time. 

Instant rebate will be deducted at time of purchase. All models may not be available at all dealers. GST/HST/QST and Provincial Sales Tax (where applicable) are included in the rebate amount. This offer is not available to dealers, 
builders or contractors.    ® Registered Trade-Mark/™ Trade-Mark of Maytag Corporation or its related companies. Used under license in Canada. © 2011. All rights reserved.

      NEW! 
     Maytag®

 Jetclean® Plus
Dishwasher

•  Silverware Blast™
Spray Jets®
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Summer is the perfect 
time to start on those 
landscaping projects you’ve 
put off for better weather.

By Maggie Calloway

Th is is the year. Th is is defi nitely the 
year you are going to build those beautiful 
retaining walls you have drooled over 
for years, along with the paved terrace, 
driveway and pathways. Your garden is 
going to be a thing of beauty, with a bit of 
determination, correct product and great 
advice.

It would be the stuff  of nightmares to have 
a large truck arrive, drop a great pile of stone 
in your driveway, and leave you with no idea 
where to begin.

Fear not, there is help at hand.
Metro Vancouver is fortunate to have a 

company like Northwest Landscape & Stone 
Supply.

In business for more than 30 years and 
with a long reputation of servicing both the 
trade and the homeowner, Northwest can 
answer any question you throw at them.

But fi rst, you need to do some homework. 
What are you trying to achieve? What is 
your budget?

Even if resources don’t stretch to 
completing the job this year, you should 
spend time working out the entire plan.

Once you have a good idea of your goals, 
you’ll need decide the order in which each 
job should be carried out.

Northwest has a great website to help you 
do a professional job (www.landscapesupply.
com).

Summer is the perfect 
time to get rocking

604-275-8829
www.cedarridgetreecare.com

Tree Care Done Right!
by the leaders in tree care services since 1986

See us in the Yellow Pages

Complete 
Maintenance 

Services
•   Pruning – from 

seedlings to mature trees

•  Removals – from small 
& basic to large & 
hazardous

•  Trimming – from shrubs 
to hedges

• Stump Grinding

•  New Tree Planning & 
Planting

•  Tree Consultations – 
What do my trees  really 
need?

 Local bylaw knowledge

  Locally owned – get the 
boss on the job

  Experienced, trained 
arborists on staff

  Properly insured & 
W.C.B. covered

  BBB & Int’l Society of 
Arborculture members

  Large enough for any 
job – small enough to 
care

#180 - 8120 NO. 2 ROAD, RICHMOND  • MON. - SAT. 9:30AM - 5:30PM; SUN. NOON - 5PM
www.firstchoicevacuums.ca www.firstchoicevacuums.ca •• Richmond’s Premier Vacuum Store Richmond’s Premier Vacuum Store

FORMERLY BIG GARY’S

CV 10

Standard Electric Package
• E-Z grip 2 way hose
• Electric power brush
• Standard set of attachments
• 1 telescopic wand
• 2 yr warranty

•  15 yr 
motor 
warranty

• 640 Air Watts
•  Lifetime warranty 

on body
•  European made
• Bag or bagless
•  Washable fi lter 

with ten year 
warranty

• Whisper quiet
•  Hepa fi lter 

capability

Deluxe Electric Package
• E-Z grip 3 way 30 ft. hose
• E-Z change chrome roller electric power brush
• Deluxe set of attachments
• 1 telescopic wand
• 2 yr warranty

Premium Electric Package
• E-Z grip 3 way 33 ft. hose
• German power brush • 5 level height adjustment
• German deluxe attachments
• 2 telescopic wands
• 3 yr warranty

PACKAGE B PACKAGE CPACKAGE A

Free Delivery and 
Installation of any 
Built-in Package 

B or C
Expires June 30, 2011.

COMPLETE 
PACKAGE
A $59995  

B $79995  

C $89995  

COMPLETE 
PACKAGE
A $79995 
B $89995  

C $105095  

SALE 
$24995
Reg. $299.95

SALE 
$35000
Reg. $399.95

SALE 
$55000
Reg. $599.95

CV 25•  10 yr motor 
warranty

• 586 Air Watts
•  Lifetime 

warranty 
on body

•  European 
made

• Whisper quiet
•  Hepa fi lter 

capability

Be ready for Spring Cleaning with ourBe ready for Spring Cleaning with our    MAY SAVINGS!MAY SAVINGS!

In-home Central Vacuum Service Special

ONLYONLY $49.95 $49.95 Reg. $79.95  
Expires JUNE 30, 2011.
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Planning on building a Drystack wall 
or laying a fl agstone patio, with or without 
mortar? Th e website walks you through each 
project, starting with a checklist of what you 
will need to complete the job. Next, a tutorial 
on how to calculate materials needed and very 
clear diagrams and instructions are there to 
make your completed project exactly what you 
dreamed.

“Th e company started with the owner, Don 
Fraser,  selling railway ties from his garage 
then moved to the property on Byrne Rd in 
Burnaby many years ago,” says Northwest’s 
David Nelson.

“He gradually added products as the 
demand grew and here we are today. Th e next 
step was buying up basalt quarries up along 
the Squamish/Whistler corridor, which still 
harvest today.”

Nelson’s advice to homeowners planning 
on building a drystacking wall, which are 
recommended up to three feet high, is to fi rst 
make a base of gravel which helps level the 
ground and assists drainage.

Stacking the stone is easy, but make sure 
you use the one-over-two method. Th is makes 
sure the seams are not in a straight line, which 
is not only unattractive but creates water 
channels.

Halfway up the wall you need bond stones, 
which are longer stones that front the wall as 
the other stones, but reach further back into 
the bank to anchor the wall.

As you begin to stack the wall, working from 
one end to the other, you must slope it back 
toward the high ground, or “batter the wall.” 
With this slight leaning back, the bond stones 
and gravity all contribute to producing a solid 
wall.

Another hint is to place landscape fabric 
behind the wall, which stops mud coming 

through the wall and spoiling the look.
“It’s great when customers come back and 

show us photos of their beautiful completed 
projects,” says Nelson.

“Large boulders are very popular, either as a 
focal point in the garden or as part of a larger 
setting.

Northwest uses boulders from their own 
quarry, and don’t do any blasting.

“Th ese fall off  the mountain naturally, some 
are 4 to 5ft  across some with the moss and 
lichen still in place … We are very proud not 
to blast or bore into the mountain side; we let 
Mother Nature take her course and harvest 
what she sheds.

“We are also very careful not to handle the 
harvest more than necessary. Th is maintains 
the natural look of the stone without claw 
marks, etc. from overhandling.”

The addition of stone 

walkways, paving 

stones or retaining walls 

contributes to a gorgeous 

new look to your 

property, according to 

Northwest Landscaping 

& Stone Supply’s David 

Nelson.
Martin Knowles  photos

2420 Viscount Way, Richmond

www.roydennisroofi ng.com      email: info@roydennisroofi ng.com

ROY DENNIS ROOFING (2005) LTD.

Family-Owned Since 1946Family-Owned Since 1946

604-278-0442 • 604-273-4252
ACCREDITED

BUSINESS

FLAT ROOFS
• 2-Ply Modifi ed membrane 
  (Cold Adhesive application)

• 2-Ply Modifi ed membrane 
   (Hot Adhesive application)

• Tar & Gravel Conversions

SLOPED ROOFS
• Laminated Shingles
• Asphalt Shingles
• Cedar Shake & Shingles
• Cedar Conversions

FREE
WRITTEN 

ESTIMATES

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Is your roof 
up for it?

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
WE ROOF ALL TYPES OF STRUCTURES

YOUR COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE

I would like to thank Roy Dennis Roofi ng for a job well 

done. Your staff were helpful and performed good 

quality work. I was especially impressed that they took 

the time to keep the job site clean and organized during 

the project. The fi nished project looks great!”

– Barry G.

FFLLAATT RROOOOFFSS
•• 22-PlPlyy MoModidififi eded m memembrbrananee 
(C ld Adh i li ti )

SSLLOOPPEEDD RROOOOFFSS
• LLa iminattedd ShShiin lgles

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

o luldd lilikeke t too ththanankk RoRoyy DeDennnnisis R Roooofifi ngng f foror a a j jobob w welelll 

d Y ff h l f l d f d d
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Ruth Olde of Blasig 
Landscape Design has 
tips for homeowners 
considering a backyard 
renovation.

By Maggie Calloway

Th e weather is warming up, fi ngers 
crossed, and the backyard is looking a 
little…tatty.

Th e budget is limited but with the family 
wanting to spend more time at home 
enjoying being together eating, playing and 
relaxing, what to do?

Th e fi rst thing you should do is get the 
family together and decide how you plan on 
using the space.

Is basketball on the agenda? Putting 
green? Large veggie garden? Does the 
family want an outdoor eating spot under 
spreading tree branches, or are you just 
looking for a spot to put the barbecue?

Next you have to decide on style, and 
that means keeping in mind the style of the 
house. If you live in a Tudor-style home 
it’s not to say you are pre-destined to only 
install a Tudor garden, a la King Henry the 
Eighth, but let’s face it, a desert-style garden 
underneath Tudor beams is going to look a 
bit like it dropped from outer space.

A nod to water preservation would not 
go amiss in today’s world. Seed your lawn, 
if indeed you must have one, with grass 
seed developed to grow slowly and with a 
reduced need for constant watering.

Native plants, of which there are a great 
selection these days and more every year, 
make a great deal of sense.

Like every commodity, the more 
the demand the greater the variety 
and availability. With more and more 

communities introducing water meters it 
makes sense, not just for the pocketbook 
but for the environment, to choose 
plantings with an eye to sustainability. 

Ruth Olde, a partner with Blasig 
Landscape Design and Construction, has 
some great advice for homeowners.

“A major thing to keep in mind when 
planning an overhaul of the garden is what 
the view will be from inside the house,” says 
Olde.

“An arbour is a great addition to the 
garden but placement is key. It can be 
anywhere from the edge of the patio and 
beyond, keeping in mind if you put it on the 
lawn it could be awkward to mow around. A 
well-constructed arbour, in the right place 

can be used to frame the garden just like the 
frame of a picture.”

She also suggests homeowners think 
of the garden’s eff ect on light – inside and 
outside your home.

“Keep in mind the beautiful new arbour 
could be a disaster if it throws dark shade 
into the house, so consider both the interior 
and exterior views,” Olde says.

If you’re feeling a bit overwhelmed, Blasig 
off ers a wonderful service. If you send them 
photos of your garden space, measurements 
and wish list, they will send you a made-
to-measure landscape design you can 
implement as time and fi nancial resources 
allow.

For information, check www.blasig.com.

It’s time to start those backyard renovations

Renovations to the backyard can be time-consuming, but are worth it in the end. Prospective 

renovators should consider how they plan to use the backyard before starting any projects, 

says Ruth Olde of Blasig Landscape Design and Construction.
Martin Knowles photos
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 SOLAR HEATING SYSTEMS

  FREE WATER TESTING BY OUR FRIENDLY STAFF 
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  SALT WATER CHLORINE GENERATORS 
 SAFETY COVERS

P: 604-232-4501
F: 604-232-4502
E: info@greatwestpoolsandspas.ca
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home gardener.
“Do they want a productive 

greenhouse that’s going to be 
the easiest possible greenhouse 
to grow in, or are they looking 
for a greenhouse which will be a 
showpiece in the garden?” Exner 
said.

“If the goal is a greenhouse 
which will add value to the 
property and look fabulous with 
hanging baskets and fl owers, we 
would steer them towards a glass 
greenhouse but if the primary 
focus is on, say, food production 
we would steer them towards a 
polycarbonate greenhouse.”

Other practical details also 
come into play – do you need a 
building permit in your munici-
pality? What is the best location 
for your greenhouse? If you’re 
looking for the best spot, keep in 
mind that the optimal position 
is with the longest side of the greenhouse 
facing south. Six hours of available sunlight in 
the winter is ideal.

Find out what kind of foundation is suitable 
for your location. If you choose concrete you 
are committing to a permanent site, whereas 
a wood frame foundation permits both the 
ability to move the greenhouse if necessary 
and the possibility of extending the structure’s 
length in the future.

Flooring is another decision; if you leave 
the soil as is, so as to grow directly in it with 
tomatoes for instance, keep in mind that if 
your tomatoes get a disease, you have a prob-
lem that may take a couple of years to resolve. 
Gravel is a popular choice as it is easy on 
the feet, can easily be installed and is easy to 
maintain. A concrete fl oor, as mentioned ear-

lier, is a more permanent choice that can be 
maintained just by hosing off  into a drain. All 
are good choices which need to be thought 
through in advance.

“A good starter greenhouse is an 8’ x 8’,” 
says Exner.

“Th is is much better than a 6’ x 8’ because it 
gives two 32-inch wide growing benches plus 
a 30-inch walkway so you are not cramped.”

Exner warns that if you are planning to add 
onto your new greenhouse in the future, you 
will need to keep that in mind when you’re 
building the original structure.

Gardeners who would like a larger green-
house but are concerned about the cost of 
heating a big space can control the area 
being used at any given time in the growing 
season by installing a temporary wall. Th is 
allows just a section of the greenhouse to be 

heated, say early in the season when seed-
ing. As you start potting up and require more 
space, the temporary wall can be gradually 
moved to accommodate your specifi c needs.

At the other end of the season, a temporary 
wall allows you to section off  the greenhouse 
to  keep tropical plants safe over the winter in 
one section and keep plants dormant in the 
other. Th e heat spillover from the tropical side 
is enough to keep your dormant plants from 
freezing.

If you are looking for a space in the garden 
which expands your living and entertaining 
space, a garden room may fi t the bill.

“Our garden room greenhouses are the 
ultimate in glass houses. Th ese are defi nitely 
estate greenhouses,” says Exner.

“We make them a fully functional grow-
ing or living/growing space meaning you will 

have active ventilation and exhaust system 
and motorized ridge vents. We use diff erent 
gauges of tubular aluminum frames to give 
them a wider profi le; they look like they are 
wood beams.”

Th is means that, along with stainless steel 
fasteners, there are no maintenance issues, he 
says.

“Typically, garden rooms are all glass, al-
though we have produced some with polycar-
bonate roofs for both insulation and shading,” 
Exner says.

“But now, with the high performance soft  
coat Low E glass available, all-glass garden 
rooms work well.”

If you are a gardener, installing a green-
house is the ultimate, so enjoy every minute 
of it for years to come.

For info, visit www.bcgreenhouses.com.

 ›› from page.1

Greenhouses offer enthusiasts year-round 
opportunity to exercise their green thumbs

Gardeners who would like a larger 

greenhouse but are concerned about the 

cost of heating a big space can control the 

area being used at any given time in the 

growing season by installing a temporary 

wall.
Martin Knowles photos

Mowing a large lawn seems like such 
a simple task and it can be if you have 
a yard or garden tractor with the right 
features.

Turn Tight™ Technology enables 
homeowners to manicure their lawn 
quickly and easily while reducing the 
amount of gas needed to get the job 
done.

Th is is because Turn Tight™ 
technology features an innovative 
steering system to help the user closely 
mow around objects, like garden 
gnomes, and quickly and easily cut 
grass around tight spaces created by 
trees and fl ower beds without the need 
to reverse.

Turn Tight™ Technology is an 

innovative steering system that off ers 
a tighter turning radius to be able to 
effi  ciently mow around obstacles, such 
as garden beds and shrubs, without 
using the reverse motion. Th is means 
that in many instances you do not have 
to get off  your tractor to complete the 
job manually.

For open areas, a tight turning 
radius is important as it allows users to 
quickly turn around and mow parallel 
to the last mowed swath in the opposite 
direction.

Tractors with a large turning radius 
require more time and more use of the 
reverse gear to properly position the 
unit for parallel path mowing.

Turn Tight™ Technology is unique 
to models of Craft sman yard and 
garden tractors and is a great choice 
for homeowners as it off ers the 
maneuverability of a zero-turn tractor 

but in a comfortable, compact 
design that is easier to learn 

to drive and better on 
hills.

Th e new 
Turn Tight™ 
Technology 
is available 
exclusively 
at Sears 
Canada.

Save time and energy mowing 
with Turn Tight™ Technology
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By Maggie Calloway

Have you ever thought about rescuing an old 
derelict farmhouse? Maybe a grand old dame 
of a house that needs a lot of TLC? Well fasten 
your seatbelt because you could be in for a 
bumpy ride.

Th e story of Bill Farrand and the 1910-era 
house he turned into a much-loved home is 
one of inspiration, determination, and love. 
Th is house, which Bill was strangely drawn to 
for years, turned out to have 
previously unknown connec-
tions to Bill’s family over the 
last hundred years.

Th e house was built by 
Charles Feedham in the early 
part of the last century in 
South Surrey, but the con-
nection to the Farrand family 
started in New Westminster.

Th e Farrand family came 
to New Westminster in the 
1880s. When Bill was do-
ing research into his family 
history he discovered that 
Charles Feedham lived very 
close to his great-grandfather 
in New Westminster, which 
was then a small town. Th en 
in the 1890s they both lived 
in Burnaby, again very close 
neighbours.

For years, as Bill drove back 
and forth to work, he saw 
this little farmhouse set back 
in the trees and he always 
thought it was an interesting 
house. In 2005, he saw a for sale sign. Feeling 
he couldn’t aff ord the house as it was sitting on 
a sizeable piece of property, he didn’t consider 
making an off er. Within a week a sold sign ap-
peared, which put an end to any possibility.

However, this was not the end of the story.
“I found out the person who had bought the 

land, with house, was an old … friend of mine. 
I still had his phone number so I called and we 
got together,” Farrand says.

“Th e buyer planned on sub-dividing the 
property so a deal was made for me to buy the 
house and one lot and then move the house 
about 50 feet onto its new, permanent spot.

“Th is house which had intrigued me for years 
was now mine.”

Farrand moved into the house, in its original 
location and condition, to provide security and 
to get a good feel for the bones. Once it came 
time to move the house, he had to move into 
rental accommodation and get the house ready 
for its journey.

Once moved, a new foundation had to be 
built before the house was lowered into posi-
tion. Next, work commenced on the carriage 
house/garage with its large suite on the upper 
fl oor so Farrand could move back on site.

Now that the house was fi rmly on a new 
foundation, the real work began. Th e house is 
not huge, as was the style in early part of the 
last century. Two fl oors are only 625 square feet 
each but because a new foundation was neces-
sary, Farrand was able to expand the lower fl oor 
to the exterior dimension of the veranda which 
turned into a generous 1,000 sq. ft .

What was originally a cellar with a ceiling you 
would bang your head on, became two bed-
rooms, two bathrooms, a laundry room and a 
family room.

“Th e main fl oor has the kitchen, the entrance, 
the living room and dining room. What were 
originally four little rooms has been opened up,” 
says Farrand.

“Upstairs there are two bedrooms and two 
bathrooms.”

Restoring this old house
a labour of love

The farmhouse 

was built around 

1910, and was 

originally quite 

small. Homeowner 

Bill Farrand was 

able to expand the 

lower fl oor from 

625 square feet to 

1,000, and moved 

the house from its 

original location by 

about 50 feet.
Photos submitted, and 

photos by Martin Knowles

Bill Farrand always loved the 
little farmhouse he saw every 
day on his way to work. It took 
until 2005 for him to make the 
purchase.
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named RenoMark Renovator of the Year – Small 
Volume, while TQ Construction was named RenoM-
ark Renovator of the Year – Large Volume.

“Our winners were absolutely delighted with 
the recognition,” Simpson says. In fact, My House 

Design/Build brought their 
clients to the awards dinner, 
and then brought them up 
on stage with them to receive 
their awards.

“Th e smiles were pretty 
wide on the homeowners’ 
faces,” Simpson says.

“FortisBC was extremely 
excited to once again be 
the presenting sponsor of 
the renOVATION Awards,” 
says Dan Noel, regional 
energy solutions manager at 
FortisBC.

“We look forward to com-
bining the strengths of the 

GVHBA and FortisBC to help the residential con-
struction industry in the Lower Mainland achieve 
innovative and successful results when it comes to 
their projects and energy requirements.”

Awards categories included kitchens, bathrooms, 
green renovations, accessible renovations, con-
dominium makeovers, heritage restorations and 
outdoor living spaces.

“Next year we plan to add a custom-home compo-
nent,” Simpson says.

“It will recognize some of the spectacular custom 
homes in the Lower Mainland.”

Winners were selected by a panel of renovation 
contractors from Nanaimo, Victoria, Kelowna and 
Richmond, Wa., and a Whistler interior designer.

Dan Noel, regional 

energy solutions 

manager for FortisBC, 

speaks at the awards 

dinner.

The My House Design/Build team won four awards, and brought the 

homeowners up on stage with them to receive the awards.

The My House Design/Build team was the recipient of awards for Best 

Green Renovation and Best Heritage Renovation, among others.
Martin Knowles photos

Kenorah Construction won six awards, including two for best 

bathroom renovations and Best Kitchen $80,000 to $119,999.

Best Builders was the recipient of two 

awards, for Best Renovation between 

$400,000 and $599,999, and Best 

Renovation between $600,000 and 

$799,999.

TQ Construction won six awards, including Best Kitchen and 

Greatroom Renovation and Best Bathroom under $20,000.

B.C.’s top 
renovators 
celebrated
 ›› from page.1

BEST BUSY BOYS BEST BUSY BOYS 
ROOFING LTD.ROOFING LTD.

CALL GARY

604-599-5611604-599-5611
www.bestbusyboysroofi ng.com
info@bestbusyboysroofi ng.com

Free Estimates
Specialist

in conversion
from cedar

to fi bre
laminated
shingles.

• 30, 40, 50
Years Warranty

• WCB, BBB,
Liability

Insurance

MEMBER

New
roofi ng,

re-roofi ng,
repairs,

torch-on.

Professional Home ServicesProfessional Home Services

A-TECH SERVICES 604-230-3539604-230-3539

CLEANING
SERVICES

Residential    Commercial

$25 per man hour        $30 per man hour

Price includes cleaning supplies.

All Estimates are FREE
Ask us about our Laminate Flooring

PAINT SPECIAL
3 rooms for $269,

2 coats
(Ceiling and Trim extra)

Price includes Cloverdale Premium 
quality paint. No payment until the 

job is completed.

www.paintspecial.com

Our goal is to satisfy our customers by providing 
quality painting, cleaning, fl ooring, roofi ng, 
and outstanding customer service. With 
years of residential and commerial construction 
experience, any project will be completed 
professionally and with the highest quality of 
material.

Each member of our hardworking team 
is comprised of skilled and professional 
tradesmen. They are specialized in residential 
and commercial construction and have been for 
at least 5 to 20 years.

We are proud of how our business has developed 
and grown over the years. Let us show you 
everything a contractor should be through our 
complete professionalism, respect for our work 
and impeccable customer service.
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u 3059-152 Street White Rock
Phone: 604-542-4317

u 7599 King George Hwy Surrey (Newton)
Phone: 604-572-3739

u 7878 120th Street (Scott Road) Surrey 
 Phone: 604-591-3914
u 6312 200th Street Langley
 Phone: 604-532-4411
u 13665-102nd Ave Surrey (North)
 Phone: 604-583-8473
u 7200 Market Crossing Burnaby 
 Phone: 604-451-5888

u 1200 Seguin Drive Coquitlam
 Phone: 604-527-8828
u 11969 - 200th  Street Maple Ridge
 Phone: 604-460-4664
u 1350 Main Street North Vancouver              
 Phone: 604-982-9100
u 3100-2850 Shaughnessy St. Port Coquitlam 
 Phone: 604-468-6951
u 3500 No.3 Road Richmond
 Phone: 604-273-2939
u 11388 Steveston Hwy South Richmond 
 Phone: 604-271-6651

u 2290 Cambie St. Vancouver 
 Phone: 604-707-2290
u 2830 Bentall Street Vancouver 
 Phone: 604-431-3570
u 8729 Heather Street Vancouver
 Phone: 604-257-6487
u 2220 Kingsway Vancouver Kingsway
 Phone: 604-257-6510
u 32513 South Fraser Way Abbotsford
 Phone: 604-870-4132
u 7560 Vedder Road Chilliwack
 Phone: 604-858-9055

From start to finish…

and everything in between.
Get set for Summer.

Canadian Tire helps you create 
the perfect living space inside and 

out, from start to finish!

From home decorating to home cleaning 
and repairs, Canadian Tire has the furniture, 

home décor, paint, lighting, vacuums, clean-
ing supplies, storage and organization prod-
ucts, that help make your house a home.

Bring your style outside for a better backyard!  
Discover outdoor furniture, from wicker chairs 
to plush sofa seats, to ottoman’s and outdoor 
carpets. Canadian Tire has everything to help 
you create the perfect setting and complete 
your outdoor living space.

For those summer adventures away from home 
Canadian Tire has everything you need for the 
great outdoors. Your summer is set with a wide 
assortment of sports gear and equipment for 
camping, fishing, boating, cycling and more.

uu 3059
Phon

u 7599
Phon

u 7878
Phon

u 6312
Phon

u 1366
Phon

u 7200
Phon

* Householders Paul Bryan and Kellie Vallee


	RIRN110519_B01.pdf
	RIRN110519_B02
	RIRN110519_B03
	RIRN110519_B04
	RIRN110519_B05
	RIRN110519_B06
	RIRN110519_B07
	RIRN110519_B08
	RIRN110519_B09
	RIRN110519_B10
	RIRN110519_B11
	RIRN110519_B12REV
	RIRN110519_B13
	RIRN110519_B14
	RIRN110519_B15
	RIRN110519_B16

