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preventing the 
unexpected…
Many homeowners think about getting a 
full home inspection before purchasing a 
home. But what about before a major home 
renovation? It can pay to inspect before 
beginning any renovation.  > P.6
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11868 216th Street, Maple Ridge 604-467-6474
Heating & Sheet Metal Ltd.Heating & Sheet Metal Ltd. BIG VALLEY

SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon. to Fri. 8:00 am to 4:30 pm  Sat. 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
SHEET METAL SHOP HOURS: Mon. to Fri. 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane®

Reliable
Durable
Clean Air
Comfort Control

High Effi ciency
Quiet
First-Rate 
Warranties

FEDERAL REBATES 
AVAILABLE

UP TO $1420

Make the 
most of 
the reno
After the home renovation is 
complete, the old furniture and 
interior décor may not really 
match the new look.
This is when the professionals – 
home stagers and interior
designers – can help
homeowners maximize their 
newly renovated living space 
with stylish furniture and
fi nishings that won’t necessarily 
cost a lot more money.   ›› p.5

TRICIA LESLIE

One defi nition of a kitchen 
describes it as simply, “a room or an 
area equipped for preparing and 
cooking food.”

But it is so much more than that. 
Sure, the tempting smells that 

waft throughout the entire house af-
ter a cookie-baking session, or prior 
to a meal, are indicative that food 
preparation is indeed, important to 
this part of the home.

But the kitchen is also – often – 
the heart of the home.

It’s the warm, safe refuge where 
kids take their troubles to Mom.

It’s where tweens and teens hang 
out after school or sports or shop-
ping.

It becomes the centre of every 
party and social event ever held in 
the home and, as all of these things, 
it is related to or part of count-
less memories as the family grows 
together.

This could be why so many hom-
eowners focus on the kitchen when 
planning home renovations.

Cater 
to your 
kitchen

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Th e home is outdated, old and tired. Th e 1970s 
may seem like yesterday but it’s 35 to 40 years 
ago. Maybe the kids are gone and it’s time for the 
homeowners to rethink the way they use their 

living space. Th e remnants from the ’70s can be 
embarrassing and even if the trend setters say 
revisiting the era is in, it is defi nitely time for a 
change.

Th ere is no question it’s a big decision to em-
bark on a major renovation.

When a house reaches around 35 years of 
age, there is a lot to change in order to bring 
the mechanics of the home up to date and more 
energy-effi  cient.

But when the homeowners love their neigh-
bourhood and want to stay in a place where 
‘everybody knows your name,’ then a renovation 
is defi nitely worth considering. 

Th e fi rst job is to fi nd a designer and contrac-
tor who take the time to fully understand the 
family’s dynamic, needs, and dreams. Homeown-

Rebuild: repairs only go so far
Metro Vancouver renovator makes 
it as easy as possible for his clients

CONTINUED ON P.13

change it up

Tom Bakker Design’s Tom Bakker relaxes at a South Surrey home where his 
company completed a major renovation. When a home starts getting older, 
it may be necessary to rebuild entirely, but smaller renovations can make 
vast improvements to the home, inside and out, as well.   Martin Knowles  photo

CONTINUED ON P.2 CONTINUED ON P. 9
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Before and after photos 

show the massive dif-

ference a home renova-

tion can make. From 

uninviting or out of 

date to welcoming and 

chic, many reputable 

Metro Vancouver 

renovators are 

available to 

help homeown-

ers get exactly 

what they want 

when the reno-

vation is complete. 

Greater Vancouver 

Homebuilders’ Associa-

tion president and CEO 

Peter Simpson notes 

$3.7 billion is expected 

to be spent on home 

renovations this year in 

Metro Vancouver alone.

WE THINK: YOU 
COULD USE A LITTLE 
AMBIENCE WITH YOUR 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY.  

Terasen Gas uses the Terasen Gas name 
and logo under license from Terasen Inc. terasengas.com

When renovating or upgrading, it’s the 
details that matter. Like choosing an 

 
Until March 31, 2011, purchase and install  
a qualifying model and you may qualify 

$150*

For details, visit 

terasengas.com/EnerChoice
*Conditions apply.

Saving you money. 
 

people on it.

‘My job is to 
open the doors 
of creativity’

ers will be spending a lot of time with these 
people over several months, so it’s important 
not to make any quick decisions they may 
regret.

A year of renovation can seem like 10 if the 
homeowners are at odds with contractors; if 
they have a bad experience during the design 
and build stage, this could also infl uence how 

they feel about the end result and the ongoing 
enjoyment of their home.

Tom Bakker of Tom Bakker Design, a 
well-known Metro Vancouver practitioner 
of interior and architectural design, has an 
interesting background; he started out study-
ing furniture design and manufacturing in 
Holland.

“My education was more technical than 
academic, which has paid great dividends 
throughout my career,” Bakker says.

“I am closer to the manufacturing shops. 
When I design, I am also thinking about who 
is going to build this for me. I am pushing the 
envelope all the time. I am questioning the 
norm constantly.”

Bakker says he asks his clients ‘why’ 
throughout every step of the design stage of 

CONTINUED FROM P.1
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Look at 
experience, 
reputation 
before reno
the renovation process.

“Everything should be ques-
tioned. It is easy to just follow the 
trends but this is their home and 
every single item needs to work 
for this family,” says Bakker.

“My job is to open the doors of 
creativity. It is then you get some-
thing very special.”

Bakker refers to himself as a 
coach to his clients and describes 
the relationship as a team that 
feeds off  each other.

“You don’t need a designer tell-
ing you what to do,” he says.

During the design phase, Bak-
ker encourages clients to ‘open the 
fl oodgates of creativity’ and forget 
the budget in order to help visual-
ize what the clients really want.

“Th is is when you get interiors 
that put tears in people’s eyes,” says 
Bakker.

“Th is is my biggest reward – 
when people are totally thrilled 
with the results, both interior and 
exterior.”

Bakker has had a varied career; 
he has designed hotels, yachts, and 
commercial offi  ces.

Th is vast experience, plus his 
grounding in design and manu-
facture, make him unique and able 
to bring a diff erent dimension to 
every project.

Many of his clients are well-
travelled and have been exposed 
to a vast variety of styles, and they 
want to incorporate some of what 
they’ve seen in their own home.

“If they have stayed in a hotel 
room they loved, for instance, 
they want that same feeling in 
their own home.

“Travel changes who people 
are and they want that reflected 
in their surroundings,” Bakker 
says.

Bakker feels the finished 

CONTINUED FROM P.2

Tom Bakker Design 

created a functional 

backyard space that 

looks fantastic at a 

South Surrey home.

Bakker says it’s impor-

tant for clients to have 

a good relationship 

with the people who 

are doing their renova-

tion. He says it’s his job 

to help the clients think 

creatively about their 

dream renovation and 

get any and all ideas 

fl owing.

‘It is then (that) you get 

something very special,’ 

Bakker says.

Tom Bakker Design photos

CONTINUED ON P.4
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Home 
should ‘fi t 
like a glove’
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home should fit the homeowners 
like a glove, which takes a lot of 
time and effort.

“Every single time the pa-
rameters are so different. The 
challenge I always put on myself 
is that the finished home really 
needs to fit in the minutest de-
tail,” Bakker says.

“My conditioning, both in Hol-
land and here, comes from jobs 
where I was exposed to clients 
who expected and demanded the 
very best in a very positive way.”

Everyone embarking on such 
a major project should prepare 
in advance, not just the physical 
dislocation but the stress such a 
venture places on each member of 
the family.

Communication is the key, and 
it’s important to fully understand 
the timeline of the renovation – 
delays are sometimes inevitable 
while waiting for materials, for 
example – but the end result is 
usually worth any headaches 
along the way. This hot tub and outdoor deck area created functional space that can be used year-round in a South Surrey backyard. Martin Knowles photo
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Four All Seasons LandscapingFour All Seasons Landscaping
RESIDENTIAL  •  STRATA  •  COMMERCIAL

Licensed &
WorkSafeBC
Insured

Services Offered:Services Offered:

•• Retaining Walls Retaining Walls

•• Paving Stones Paving Stones

•• Patios Patios

•• Fencing Fencing

•• Decks Decks

••  Pruning  Pruning

& Much More& Much More

SatisfactionSatisfaction
   Guaranteed!
   Guaranteed!

10%OFF
Any Services

Present this coupon at the 
time of estimate. One coupon per 

house, per invoice. Discount applied 
before taxes. Cannot be combined 

with any other discount or offer. 
Expires October 31, 2010

Call today for your Free Estimate  Call today for your Free Estimate  778-999-6994778-999-6994

www.paramountfurniture.net

5520 Minoru Blvd. Richmond BC
(1 block west of Lansdowne Mall)

604.273.0155

   Create Your Style   
Your Way

New to Paramount and 
ON SALE NOW!

Choose your table size, glass 

or wood, 9 legs or pedestals 

to choose from. WOW! 50 

chair styles,100 fabrics and 

40 wood colours. 

FALL SPECIALS
Two Room Paint Special 

from $375

Complete Bathroom Renovation 
from $7900

Painting

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations

Finishing

*Limited time offer. Based on a removal and replace of an 8’ x 6’ bathroom. 
Taxes extra.  Other restrictions may apply, call for details

r e n o v a t i o n s   I    p a i n t i n g
g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t i n g   I   p r o j e c t  m a n a g e m e n t

For details or to book an appointment, call

604-818-0733
www.stevestonpaint ing.com

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Many homewoners continually prom-
ise themselves they will get fi t.

Th ey read all the information on how 
important it is to their whole existence: 
heart health, stress management, setting 
a good example for the kids and, not 
least, a healthy life expectancy.

Th ey start doing all the right things 
with great enthusiasm – eating better 
and exercising – but everything seems 
to get in the way. Th ey know they 
should drive to the gym aft er dinner, 
but all they want to do is veg in front of 
the telly.

Maybe the answer is to install a home 
gym – something the whole family can 
use. Just walking down the hall or into 
the fi nished basement to exercise is 
more appealing than climbing into the 
car and driving across town.

Fitness Town, which has eight retail 
location across Metro Vancouver, sells 
the latest in home and offi  ce fi tness 
equipment.

“Most people don’t know 
what they need. Th ey know they 

should do something, but how to 
start?” says Fitness Town chief operating 
offi  cer  Dai Manuel.

“Th e quality of the home gym equip-
ment has gotten top-notch so now, you 
can bring home professional-quality 
equipment that has been built for the 
home. Quality is now available in space-
saving design.”

Planning a home renovation is a great 
time to incorporate a home gym and, 
just like all the other sub-trades and de-
signers involved in the planning, bring-
ing in a specialist to design the fi tness 
area early in the process is a great idea.

“Don’t think you need a huge space to 
have an eff ective, workable space,” says 
Manuel.

“We just fi nished putting a gym in 
a yacht and it works just great. It just 
takes planning and that is where we 
come in. Each person has unique needs 
which need to be addressed so they stay 
motivated.”

Manuel says Fitness Town staff  also 
suggest hiring a personal trainer, once 
the home gym is built, to help get the 
best use out of all the equipment.

Before they know it, homeowners 
may become addicted to physical fi tness 
because it’s so easy to exercise at home.

And that’s an addiction they won’t 
need to give up.

Cathie Newman works 

out in her home gym.

Creating a 
home gym 
can be easy

WORK OUT 
AT HOME

LICENSED BONDED
INSURED

604.241.4545
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Complete Plumbing Services
• Service to all Boilers & Furnaces
• Custom Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations
• Hot Water Tank Replacement/Installations
• Better Business Bureau Accredited
• Fall/Winter Heating Tune-Ups
• Drain Cleaning
• Lennox Furnaces

Plumbing & Heating LtdPlumbing & Heating Ltd

Residential & Commercial

www.abtechplumbing.ca

24 HR
Emergency

Service

$2500 
OFF

Hot water tank 
installation. 
With this ad.
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Nobody lines up and volunteers to 
pay taxes.

British Columbians are likely feel-
ing more than a little assaulted by the 
demands on their paycheques lately, 
what with the introduction of the HST 
and a hike in carbon tax, and it can be 
hard to resist the temptation to hire a 
renovator “off  the books.” 

And, with $3.7 billion expected to 
be spent on home renovations and im-
provements this year in Metro 
Vancouver alone, it is obvious 
many local homeowners are 
renovating, or planning home 
renovations.

Peter Simpson, president and 
CEO of the Greater Vancouver 
Home Builders’ Association, 
gives strong cautionary words 
of advice to any homeowner 
contemplating this shortcut.

“You’d better be prepared to adopt 
your cash-only renovator if he or she 
has an accident on your property,” 
Simpson says.

“If your builder doesn’t have a writ-
ten contract with you, if they aren’t 
registered with WorkSafe BC, if they 
don’t have liability and accident insur-
ance, the judge hearing the case may 
not look kindly on your defense.”

Another point he makes is that, if the 
contractor does a bad job or damages 
the home, homeowners have no way to 

go aft er them in court because there are 
no records, no permits, no inspections 
or anything to prove their case against 
a bad contractor.

“Homeowners must resist the temp-
tation to avoid paying the applicable 
taxes by dealing in the underground 
cash economy,” says Simpson.

“Why would they place themselves 
and their family at great emotional and 
fi nancial risk?”

In Canada, B.C. and Metro Vancou-
ver, there are several reputable industry 
organizations, such as the GVHBA, 
that promote industry profession-
als who hold themselves to a high 
standard.

Th ere is also the RenoMark pro-
gram, where homeowners can look up 
contractors with a solid reputation in 
their region.

A lot of work has been done by this 
organization to walk homeowners 

through their project and make 
sure they are dealing with repu-
table companies.

Reading their RenoGuide 
online – www.renomark.ca – is 
a good start. RenoGuide lays 
out fi ve steps to a successful 
renovation. No job is too small 
to use a professional.

Another thing to keep in 
mind is to ensure that all the sub-trades 
the main contractor hires are also fully 
qualifi ed and insured.

Embarking on a renovation, both 
extensive and small, is a stressful time 
even if the job goes smoothly.

Hiring a RenoMark-certifi ed com-
pany can, at the very least, relieve the 
homeowner of the stress and potential 
dangers of dealing with an unscrupu-
lous, cash-only contractor.

“Homeowners should always do 
their homework and make sure they’re 
absolutely protected,” Simpson says.

Renos: is 
your family 
protected?

Peter Simpson

Hiring a reputable contractor for renovations can save homeowners time, stress and a lot of money.

 Countertop
 Kitchen Cabinet
 Tiles
 Sink / Faucet

Showroom: 200-11031 Bridgeport Rd. Richmond
TEL: 778-960-5899 OR 778-297-6276
Fax:1-888-856-4431 
Email: rightwaystone@gmail.com
Factory: 648 Derwnet Way, Delta
TEL: 604-780-5667
www.rightwaystoneart.com

RIGHTWAYRIGHTWAY  
TO COMPLETE TO COMPLETE 
YOUR KITCHENYOUR KITCHEN

Your one-stop 
station for all your 
renovation needs!

For more locations, valuable coupons and packing 
tips, please visit us at

www.advanced storage centres.com

•  On-Site Resident 
Manager

•  Individually 
Alarmed Units

•  Climate Controlled
•  24 Hour-Video 

Monitoring
•  Boxes & Packing 

Supplies
•  Personal 

Mailboxes
•  RV & Boat Storage

RENOVATING…then you need

STORAGE

FREE disc lock
with this coupon
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RENOVATING…then you need

STORAGE

12100 Riverside Way
Richmond

604-271-7200

turning the tables

Accessorizing your renovation adds form to 

your function. Table settings are one of the 

ways to add impact and highlight statements 

of your building style.  ›› p.10

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Imagine you have lived in your home 

for over 20 years. You love it, you love 

the neighbourhood, and you are close to 

friends and the shops you love. Imag-

ine aft er lots of careful planning and 

You think you have done everything 

right. You hire a contactor who com-

mences work gutting the house down to 

the studs. You have no electricity and no 

plumbing. You are struggling to handle Come 
quality

October 2009
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Safety 
counts 

with renos
Before your contractor starts a 

renovation job, it never hurts to 

check that they’re licensed and 

have all the right permits.

The BC Safety Authority 

reminds us that it pays to be 

cautious prior to starting a 

job, no matter how badly 

– or how fast – we want it 

completed.

Whether it’s electrical, structural 

or other work, ensuring you’re 

in the right hands can help your 

peace of mind.

SAFETY
FIRST

  ›› p.12

TRICIA LESLIE

Time is running out for home-

owners who want to take advantage

of the federal government’s Home 

Renovation Tax Credit.

Homeowners making improve-

ments to eligible dwellings (hous

condo, vacation home) between

Jan. 27 of this year and Feb. 1, 2

will be able to claim a 15-per-ce

tax credit on their 2009 income

returns.

Up to $1,350 in tax relief wi

provided on eligible renovati

related spending exceeding 

but not more than $10,000.

According to a federal bu

ument, the tax credit can b

for “renovations and altera

dwelling, or the land on w

that are enduring in natu

Eligible examples incl

windows, doors, new ca

wood fl oors, fi nishing a

renovating a kitchen o

building an addition, 

or water heater, a new

resurfacing a drivew

scaping, among oth

Ineligible expens

lar home and yard

furniture, and sno

Generally, work

renovation contr

plumbers, carpe

for a tax credit.

Homeowner

receipts for the

their home.

Reno tax 

credit: the 

time is now

Kerr Construction’s Doug Kerr, left, and homeown-

er Ray Salmen in Salmen’s Kitsilano home – after 

Kerr and his crew completed interior and exterior 

renovations.  Kerr, a GVHBA member, won a

Georgie Award for this project.      
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY
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friends and the shops you love. Imag-

ine after lots of careful planning and 
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You think you have done everything 

right. You hire a contactor who 

right. You hire a contactor who comcom-

mences work gutting the house down to 

the studs. You have no electrici
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Kerr and his crew completed interior and exterior 

renovations.  Kerr, a GVHBA member, won a
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REVIEW 
 the richmond

Capture your share of the 
lucrative renovation market…
our highly successful RenoNation 
reaches single family homeowners 
throughout  Richmond.

Building 
more 
success...

Look for our next edition on Oct. 28

Call 604.247.3700 to Advertise 
www.richmondreview.com 

HEARTH AND BARBECUE

WE INSTALL,  REPAIR AND 
CLEAN FIREPLACES

604-248-2255
100-3031 Beckman Place, Richmond, BC

Radiant Gas Fireplaces

At Westcoast Hearth and Barbecue you will 
fi nd an amazing selection of barbecues — brands like 
Vermont Casting, Weber, Napolean, to name a few.
We also offer an amazing selection of fi replaces — 
brands like Majestic, Kingsman, Heat & Glo, 
Enviro and Jotul.

The EnerChoice Gas Fireplace has a $150 Terasen Gas 
Rebate, plus some manufacturers rebates of 10%

Standard Remote 
Control Feature

Convenient & Economical 

And now, until October 21, 2010
bring in this ad and get

10% OFF on our 
already very competitive prices.

READY TO READY TO FEEL FEEL 
THE THE RADIANT RADIANT 
HEATHEAT  IN PERSON?IN PERSON?

We Distribute
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SuzieSweepsSSuzieuzieSSweepsweeps

Nothing is Overlooked!Nothing is Overlooked!
FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL CLEANING NEEDS

OFFICE OFFICE •• SPAS  SPAS •• MEDICAL  MEDICAL •• DENTAL  DENTAL •• FITNESS CLUBS FITNESS CLUBS

DAILY DAILY || WEEKLY  WEEKLY || BI-WEEKLY  BI-WEEKLY || MONTHLY MONTHLY

7 Days a Week • Days & Evenings

Call for free estimate 604-244-0427

OV E R  25 YE A R S  PR O F E S S I O N A L  EX P E R I E N C EOV E R  25 YE A R S  PR O F E S S I O N A L  EX P E R I E N C E

• Move Ins & Outs
• Veterans/Seniors WelcomeRESIDENTIAL

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Come to Our Showroom to See the Newest Line!Come to Our Showroom to See the Newest Line!

604-278-3838
#145-4631 Shell Rd. Richmond, BC,V6X 3M4
www.ultimatefl ooring.com
info@utimatefl ooring.com

Rest assured — you made the Rest assured — you made the 

right choice in fl ooring.right choice in fl ooring.

SPECTRUMSTONE

SHOP INFORMATION
120-12440 VULCAN WAY
RICHMOND, BC, CANADA
V6V 1J8

Spectrum 
Stone

Vulcan Way

Bridgeport Rd
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Affordable & Reliable • Over 15 Years of Experience
Open to the Public Monday - Saturday 9am-6pm

Offi ce: 604-278-7764 • Fax: 604-278-6449
Sales: 604-725-5959 • 604-725-5997

www.spectrumstone.ca
120-12440 VULCAN WAY, RICHMOND

Granite, Marble, Quartz, Design, Fabrication and Installation
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604-270-1488
178-21300 Gordon Way, 
Richmond, BC, V6W 1M2

www.gienow.com

SERVING WESTERN CANADA SINCE 1947
ASK US ABOUT
ENERGY STAR

Trade in Your Old!Trade in Your Old!
For New Energy Efficient Windows!For New Energy Efficient Windows!

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Promotion offer expires October 31, 2010.

•  Buy directly from the 
manufacturer

•  Professional & certifi ed 
installation crew

• FREE in-home Consultation
•  Experienced consultation 

team providing effi cient 
solutions to your problems

•  Our windows will keep you 
cool in the summer, warm 
in the winter

NO HST Starting 
October 1st. 

GET READY FOR WINTER NOW

TRICIA LESLIE

Home. For many the home is a refuge, a sanctuary, 
a safe haven hidden from the rest of world.

Yet many homeowners cannot totally escape the 
outside world, especially if they work at home – or 
bring work home with them from a regular ‘nine-to-
fi ve’ job.

Th at’s when it’s time to think home offi  ce.
Whether a tiny condo with fl ex space in the corner 

or a huge, single-family detached home with room 
for more than one home offi  ce, it 
is always important to make the 
den/study/home offi  ce space usable 
and personal, says Carolyn Lino 
Stewart.

“It has to be functional as well as 
aesthetic,” she says.

“It’s about having the design ap-
plied to (homeowners’) lifestyle and 
personalities.”

Stewart is a principal with Concept To 
Design, a busy Metro Vancouver design 
company.

While Concept To Design designs 
brand-new homes throughout Metro Van-
couver, the team is also extremely active 
with local renovations.

If space allows, designating a separate seat-
ing area within a home offi  ce space can create 
a more intimate setting, Stewart notes, while – again, 
space-willing – adding a fi replace to such an area can 
add warmth and elegance, making it more inviting.

Having storage space is pretty important to every-
one, she adds.

Combining storage with open shelving can work 
– custom built-ins and millwork are becoming more 
and more common for clients, especially in smaller 

homes, Stewart notes.
When the work space is open to the rest of the 

home (as is common with fl ex space), Stewart says 
custom built-ins can help make the area look 

more like a library than an offi  ce.
“We make it so that it looks like part of 

the space, not like an offi  ce or like a work 
environment,” she says, and notes that 
having a natural fl ow from room to room 
is key.

She has noticed that homeowners are re-
ally catching onto the functional/aesthetic ap-

peal. Computer armoires are oft en used in home 
offi  ce spaces, for example, or desk/dresser combos or 
other furniture that has more than one use, such as 
shallow drawers that can be pulled out to become a 
work space.

“Using furniture that ties in with your living space 

Comfort is key 
when creating 
home offi  ces

Concept to Design created ‘his’ (above) and ‘hers’ 

home offi  ce space for a Metro Vancouver client. 

HOME
OFFICES

Carolyn Lino Stewart

CONTINUED ON P.9

604-275-8829
www.cedarridgetreecare.com

Tree Care Done Right!
by the leaders in tree care services since 1986

See us in the Yellow Pages

Complete 
Maintenance 

Services
•   Pruning – from 

seedlings to mature trees

•  Removals – from small 
& basic to large & 
hazardous

•  Trimming – from shrubs 
to hedges

• Stump Grinding

•  New Tree Planning & 
Planting

•  Tree Consultations – 
What do my trees  really 
need?

 Local bylaw knowledge

  Locally owned – get the 
boss on the job

  Experienced, trained 
arborists on staff

  Properly insured & 
W.C.B. covered

  BBB & Int’l Society of 
Arborculture members

  Large enough for any 
job – small enough to 
care
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As with any home renovation, no matter 
how large or small, the process starts with 
what the client wants; each reno differs 
depending on budget, space, varying tastes 
and based on the relationship between 
the homeowners work with their 
renovation team of contractors.

“It’s important to build a rela-
tionship with each client,” says 
kitchen designer Bruce Macdon-
ald, who works with My House 
Design/Build Team alongside 
interior designer Linda Jones.

“They have to feel comfortable 
with you.”

Both Macdonald and Jones recently 
worked together on a fabulous kitchen 
renovation on Crescent Road in South Sur-
rey; it was featured in this year’s Greater 
Vancouver Home Builders’ Association’s 
Parade of Renovated Homes.

As with many renovations of older 
homes, Jones says the homeowners wanted 
to open up their old kitchen space to the 
rest of the living area, instead of having a 
small, tucked-away space.

“We get asked to do that all the time,” 
says Jones of the open concept.

A variety of trends and styles is constant-
ly changing in the kitchen design world, 
but Jones and Macdonald concur that sev-

Love your 
kitchen: 
renovate
CONTINUED FROM P.1

My House Design Build Team is known 
for its dedication to Workmanship, 
Quality & Customer Satisfaction. 
Work with our Award Winning Team today!

www.myhousedesignbuild.com

before

after

Call or visit us 
online today!
phone:  (604) My-House 
(604) 694-6873

info@myhousedesignbuild.com 

My House Design/Build Team designers Linda 

Jones and Bruce Macdonald in the renovated 

kitchen of a South Surrey home. Martin Knowles photos

HEART OF
THE HOME

CONTINUED ON P.14CONTINUED ON P. 10
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A South Surrey 

kitchen before and 

after a fantastic 

renovation by 

My House Design/

Build Team shows 

the diff erence. The 

home was recently 

featured on the 

Greater Vancouver 

Home Builders’ 

Association’s Pa-

rade of Renovated 

Homes.
Martin Knowles/Keith Henderson 
photos

‘Do it all on 
paper fi rst’ 
before reno
eral design requests are currently 
more in demand than others.

Stainless steel appliances – and 
in some cases, countertops – still 
attract huge demand, but also, 
flat-panel and integrated appli-
ances, which create a more seam-
less look between the cabinetry 
and the appliances.

Granite countertops are very 
much chic, along with quartz, 
silestone and a huge variety 
of both natural and composite 
stone.

CONTINUED FROM P.1

CONTINUED ON P.14

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

CONTINUED ON P. 11

CONTINUED FROM P. 9
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Our Strength is Our Experience

PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Providing Services to Clients in BC Since 1988

Accredited Member - Mainland BC Better Business Bureau

  Member of:

their home

The Powerline Consulting Group, Inc.

  Apex Building Sciences provides  

  the following typical services:

New Construction & Restoration

#233 - 18525 - 53rd Avenue

Surrey, BC, V3S 7A4  

T: 604.575.8220  

TF: 1.866.542.5532  

#16 - 1400 Cowichan Bay Road

Cobble Hill, BC, V0R 1L3

T: 250.686.2804

APEX BUILDING SCIENCES - Building Envelope Consultants

Some homeowners prefer to 
go with a clean, sleek, Euro-
pean look, while others prefer 
a more traditional feel, or per-
haps, a stylized/themed look 
(i.e. a French Country kitchen 
or a heritage-inspired kitchen); 
slab cabinetry and horizontal 
grain on the cupboards are 
chosen more and more by 
homeowners.

“I think the trend is to a 
more transitional look – not 
as contemporary as some, but 
not totally traditional, either,” 
Jones says.

Wenge, teak and 
cherry are popular 
cabinet/stain colours 
right now, as well 
as opening up the 
kitchen to more than 
the home’s interior, 
says Macdonald.

“A big request is to 
extend the kitchen outdoors,” 
he notes, and adds that with 
today’s options related to heat-
ers, barbecues and gas fire-
places – some portable – the 
outdoor ‘room’ can be used 
year-round.

Extend 
your 
kitchen 
outside
CONTINUED FROM P.14

Many Metro Vancouver homeowners are opting to extend their kitchen to an outdoor area that can be used all year ’round. Martin Knowles photos

AFTER

CONTINUED FROM P. 10
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u 3059-152 Street White Rock
Phone: 604-542-4317

u 7599 King George Hwy  
Surrey (Newton)
Phone: 604-572-3739

u 7878 120th Street (Scott Road) Surrey 
Phone: 604-591-3914

u 6312 200th Street Langley
Phone: 604-532-4411

u 13665-102nd Ave Surrey (North)
Phone: 604-583-8473

u 7200 Market Crossing Burnaby 
Phone: 604-451-5888

u 1200 Seguin Drive Coquitlam
Phone: 604-527-8828
u 11969 - 200th  Street Maple Ridge
Phone: 604-460-4664
u 1350 Main Street North Vancouver              
Phone: 604-982-9100
u 3100-2850 Shaughnessy St. Port Coquitlam 
Phone: 604-468-6951
u 3500 No.3 Road Richmond
Phone: 604-273-2939

u 11388 Steveston Hwy South Richmond 
Phone: 604-271-6651

u 2290 Cambie St. Vancouver 
Phone: 604-707-2290

u 2830 Bentall Street Vancouver 
Phone: 604-431-3570

u 8729 Heather Street Vancouver
Phone: 604-257-6487

u 2220 Kingsway  
Vancouver Kingsway
Phone: 604-257-6510

See all the ways Canadian Tire can help your style and your budget!

Find all the right tools for the job!
Power and hand tools, nails,screws, glue, drywall repair, silicone caulking and more!

Thinking of 
renovating?

Introducing our new furniture and lighting…
 Window Coverings 
 Debbie Travis - Shelves, Chairs, Cabinets and Rugs
 Heaters, Fans, Programmable Thermostats and Humidifiers
 Quality Paint, Stains, Brushes, Rollers
 Portable Fireplaces and Accessories 
 Small Appliances, Kitchenware and Housewares
 Debbie Travis - Pillows, Throws, Lighting and Mirrors 
 Kitchen Faucets, Sinks and Exhaust Fans
 Light Dimmers, Timers and Door Chimes
 Bathroom Fans, Lighting, Storage, Mirrors and Weigh Scales
 Sinks, Toilets and Faucets 
 Outdoor Storage Sheds
 Kitchen, Garage and Closet Organizers
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