
A different 
kind of 
duplex

By Kerry Vital

A classic duplex is eas-
ily recognizable, with its two 
single-family homes sharing a 
common wall in the middle. 
Vancouver’s Abstract Homes 
and Renovation is shaking up 
your perception of a duplex 
with their unique back-to-front 
design.

Instead of having the homes 
side-by-side, the second home 
is attached directly behind the 
first one and accessed by a path 

 “ more page.4

Abstract Homes and 
Renovation’s Sandro 

Stefanucci has a new spin 
on a classic duplex.

Coast has the Brands you Want, 
and the Expertise you Need!

Vancouver:  8488 Main St
Surrey:  19495 56 Ave
Coquitlam:  #1-1315 United Blvd
Abbotsford:  34445 Marshall Rd
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By Kerry Vital

The Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ As-
sociation has honoured the best of the best in 
the Metro Vancouver residential construction 
industry at the Ovation Awards, handed out on 
April 20 in Vancouver. Now in their fourth year, 
the awards recognize builders, renovators and 

designers for their achievements.
This year, the GVHBA added a new category 

to the awards: the People’s Choice Grand Ova-
tion Award. Its first winner was Best Builders’ 
Sentinel House, located in West Vancouver. Best 
Builders also won awards for Best Addition/
Conversion Renovation, Best Custom Home: 
$500,000 to $999,999 and Best New Kitchen: 
Under $100,000.

Portrait Homes was the proud recipient of 
awards for Best Single Family Detached Home: 
Less than 2,000 square feet, Best Single Family 
Detached Home: 2,000 to 2,999 square feet, Best 
Marketing Innovation for Hampstead and the 
Grand Ovation Award for Single-Family Builder 

of the Year.
“This is such a proud moment for us as our 

goal and greatest reward is to always give our 
customers the best possible home buying experi-
ence,” says Portrait principal Robert Grimm.

“Without the dedication and commitment of 
our team, and trade partners, this honour would 
not be possible,” says Portrait principal Harry 
Grimm. “We accept this on behalf of them and 
would sincerely like to thank them for their con-
tinued passion and customer-driven focus.”

The other Grand Ovation Awards winners 

Honouring the best at the Ovation Awards
The Greater Vancouver Home 
Builders’ Association presents 
annual awards for residential 
construction.

By Maggie Calloway

The two rooms most likely 
to cement or reject the sale or 
purchase of a house are the 
kitchen and bathroom. They 
are also the most expensive to 
renovate. Unlike every other 
room in the house, there is so 
much going on in these rooms, 
including plumbing which is  
sometimes quite complicated, 
electrical, tiling and drains, 
just to mention a few. So when 
planning a renovation you have 
to get it right because mistakes 
can be costly. Buyers know 
they can renovate most rooms 
with flooring and paint but 
bathrooms take renovation to a 
whole new level of expense and 
your potential buyer is doing 
sums in their head to figure 
out how much tearing out and 
renovating is going to cost on 
top of the purchase price as 
they tour your house.

There are many choices to 
make these days, which each 
come with consequences. 
Among the options are oversize 
steam showers, bathtubs carved 
out of a single piece of rock, 
marble floors and walls, double 
sinks; the list goes on. Not 
always taken into consideration 
when planning the renovation 
of an older home is weight. 
Homes built in years gone by 
may not be structurally sound 

A bathroom 
reno is more 
than paint

Best Builders was the first People’s Choice Grand Ovation Award winner for their West Vancouver project, Sentinel. They were also the recipients of three other 
Ovation awards.

Martin Knowles photo
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were Intermind Design for RenoMark 
Renovator of the Year – Small Volume, 
My House Design/Build Team for Reno-
Mark Renovator of the Year – Large Vol-
ume, Tavan Developments for Custom 
Builder of the Year and Concert Proper-
ties for Multi-Family Builder of the Year.

The My House Design/Build Team 
also won awards for Best Kitchen Reno-
vation: $100,000 and Over, Best Renovat-
ed Room and Best Renovation $500,000 
to $799,999.

Intermind Design was itself one of the 
big winners of the evening, with awards 
for Best Accessible Renovation and Best 
Renovation: Under $250,000 on top of 
their Grand Ovation Award.

Tavan Developments also picked 
up the award for Best Custom Home: 
$1 million to $2 million, while Falcon 
Homes took home awards for Best Cus-
tom Home: Over $2 million, Best New 
Kitchen: $100,000 and Over, Best Special 
Feature: New or Renovated and Best 
Interior Design Custom Residence: New 
or Renovated.

Among the top renovators was G. 
Wilson Construction, who won Best 
Kitchen and Greatroom Renovation, 
Best Condominium Renovation and 
Best Renovation: $800,000 and Over. 
Other renovators who went home with 
an award include Level One Construc-
tion for Best Kitchen Renovation: Under 
$50,000 and Best Kitchen Renovation: 
$50,000 to $99,999, and Green City 
Builders for Best Bathroom Renovation: 
Under $35,000.

For a full list of winners and catego-
ries, visit www.ovationawards.ca.

down the side of the property. Located on Com-
mercial Drive, space was at a premium on the lot, 
giving rise to this creative floorplan that gives each 
home 2,000 square feet of living space.

“It doesn’t look like a duplex,” says Sandro Stefa-
nucci, president and founder of Abstract Homes. 
“The aesthetics make a big difference.”

Stefanucci and his wife Cheri live in one half of 
the duplex, and rent out the other half. The original 
purpose of that second 
half is to give his parents 
a home that they can live 
in for the long term. Thus, 
Stefanucci has included 
an elevator shaft in order 
to allow them to access all 
four levels of the home. 
That space is currently be-
ing used as closet storage.

Other accessible fea-
tures include doors that 
are three feet wide, in 
order to allow wheelchairs 
to fit through them. Grab 
bars and a roll-in shower 
in the ensuite bathroom 
are able to be installed 
easily.

Stefanucci himself was 
born on the street, and 
the lot where the duplex 
now stands belonged to 
his family. His grandfather 
purchased the property in 
1956, and Stefanucci was 

happy to be able to keep it in the family after his 
parents were forced to leave the neighbourhood as 
they aged.

“The best use of the land was to build a new 
house,” he says, noting that the original house was 
not a heritage property.

However, he ran into a few problems when de-
molishing and re-building. Among them was a long 
permit process and the challenges involved with re-
moving a house that was so close to its neighbours.

In the end the new duplex was worth all the 
trouble, and Stefanucci 
and his family are happy 
with the results. The 
duplex was the winner 
of the Georgie Award 
for Best Duplex in 2012, 
something that Stefanuc-
ci is very proud of.

“It fits in with the 
other homes” on the 
street, he notes.

“You can do your 
living on the first and 
second floor,” Stefanucci 
says, adding that the 
second floor is a master 
bedroom with ensuite. 
The laundry facilities are 
also on this floor.

Stefanucci’s parents 
have not yet moved in, 
but he says the home will 
be there for them when 
they’re ready. In the 
mean time, he and Cheri 
are enjoying their home.

 “ from page.1

A home for aging in place

Sandro Stefanucci and 
his wife Cheri are proud 
of their back-to-front 
duplex, which looks like 
a regular single-family 
home from the front. 
Inside, both homes 
include alder cabinetry 
and other beautiful 
features.

Submitted photos above and 
left, Martin Knowles photo 

far left
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Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ 
Association hosts glitzy gala in Vancouver

Rob Grimm of Portrait Homes, above right, says 
receiving the Grand Ovation Award for Single-Family 
Builder of the Year is  a “proud moment” for the 
company. The My House Design/Build Team, left, went 
home with four awards themselves.

Martin Knowles photos
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By Maggie Calloway

The news is full of stories about how 
it is almost impossible for a young 
couple first starting out to afford to live 
in Vancouver, and using a conventional 
yardstick, the information is correct for 
most but there is a way to not only live 
in a beautiful house but to also contrib-
ute to the solution of affordable housing.

No, it’s not winning the lottery but 
by being very smart in finding a way to 
build the house you want, where you 
want it, and how you can afford the 
whole project financially.

One young couple found the property 
they wanted in the location they wanted 
to live in, but the 1940s house, on 
inspection, was not salvageable. There 
was a lot of rot and water damage and 
the decision was made to tear the house 
down and start from scratch.

In stepped Samuel and Elizabeth 
FitzZaland of Green City Builders Inc., 
who are not only a very talented team of 
renovators but are passionate about in-
troducing as many real green, not green-
washed, products into their builds. 

A plan was put together to build the 
main house with a garden suite on the 
lower level plus a laneway house, all 
very carefully designed to fit the lot 
perfectly. The couple was able to afford 
the house because of the rental income 
stream generated from both the suite 
and the laneway house. At the same 
time, because of providing rental ac-
commodation, they neatly fit into the 
municipality’s plan of innovative hous-
ing. By building three homes on one lot 
they took the pressure off development 
elsewhere.

“The clients, once the decision was 

taken to tear down the existing house, 
decided to redevelop the property. 
They wanted a beautiful, gracious 
home for themselves and an impor-
tant point was the rental potential to 
supplement their income and support 
the mortgage,” says Elizabeth FitzZa-
land. “This was also an opportunity to 
integrate some green building prac-
tices throughout the build. This was 
interesting for us for there were some 
environmentally friendly elements that 
were not construction-related as much 
as planning-related. The property is re-
ally tight, only 33 feet wide by 108 feet 
deep and because a laneway house size 
depends on the depth and width of the 
lot, they were right up against both of 
those measurements but we were able 
to design to those limitations.”

The outcome of 
this build is a very 
small, 450-square-foot 
laneway house over 
two levels, the one-
bedroom secondary 
suite in the lower part 
of the house, built 
above-grade as much as 
possible, which makes 
it quite bright, and the 
homeowners’ part of 
the house, which is on 
two levels, with three 
bedrooms and three 
bathrooms.

To further make this 
financially afford-
able in the short term 
the homeowners are 
considering inviting a 

Building a home that’s 
kind to the environment

Some of the features of this eco-friendly home include a 
basement suite, laneway home, stainless--steel appliances and a 
luxurious bathroom that is made for relaxation.

Martin Knowles “ more page.6

Designing a New Outdoor Space?

Come and See Us!
Designing a New Outdoor Space?

Come and See Us!

www.therichmondfirebox.ca

www.facebook.com/ 
TheRichmondFirebox

@RichmondFirebox

#100 - 3031 Beckman Pl.  
Tel: 604-284-5154 B.C. BRICK SUPPLIES LTD.

3100 No. 5 Road, Richmond
604.270.1947
www.bcbrick.com

Water based & acrylic based sealers and cleaners 
— we have everything you need to get 

the job done right.

“More than a Brick Store!”

Time to SEAL
your driveway!

• Protects
• Renews
• Preserves Colour
• Prevents Weed Growth

http://www.therichmondfirebox.ca
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.bcbrick.com
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home-share student to share their home until they 
start a family themselves, and then plan to make this 
home a family home. Because the residence is close 
to Langara College, this is a viable option for them.

“Out in the market people still want quartz 
countertops, new cabinets and floors and a gracious 
master bath with separate showers, which are really 
luxury items but they found a way to do all this with 
a very humble starting budget, but with the income 
streams it all become very affordable,” FitzZaland 
says.

Included in this home are as many “green” builds 
as their budget allowed. A framing technique was 
used which uses larger lumber spaced further apart 
so more insulation is possible plus it reduces thermal 
bridging so you get a tight interior space.

To get fresh air into the house they installed a 
heat recovery ventilator which recovers 90 per cent 
of the heat that would normally be lost by pumping 

air out as the fresh air comes in. Once the house was 
wrapped, and before the drywall was installed, they 
had an energy audit done so they could identify any 
leaks and sealed them at that stage. In addition they 
installed a combination instant hot water system 
which also heats their home through a radiant heat-
ing system.

From beginning to end this whole project was 
extremely well-thought-out from utilizing the site for 
maximum return and investing in an eco-friendly 
build which will pay dividends going forward.

Plenty of options for building a 
greener home

Several green techniques were used in building the 
house, including larger lumber spaced further apart 
to allow for more insulation and a heat recovery 
ventilator that recovers 90 per cent of the heat that 
would normally be pumped out as fresh air comes 
in. The home still fits in well with the surrounding 
neighbourhood.

Martin Knowles photos
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Phoenix Perennials and Specialty Plants

Make your space beautiful!

3380 No. 6 Rd, Richmond (Between Bridgeport & Cambie)
Phone: 604.270.4133 • www.phoenixperennials.com

Open Seven Days a Week • 10am-5pm
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ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST EXCITING 
SELECTIONS OF PERENNIALS IN CANADA.

Ornamental plants increase property values, decrease energy usage, and increase 
the quality of your life. If you grow edibles you can have organic veggies and fruit 

that taste better than anything you could buy in a store plus 
you can teach your kids about healthy living and eating. 

Getting planting now for all the benefits plants bring!
20% Off

any One TRee 
with this ad.

ExpirEs JunE 2, 2013.
OnE pEr pErsOn.

RR

A Great Summer Gift!

*  When purchasing discounted cabinets, high end quartz counter top, plus 
rails and hinges are offered for free. Offer valid until June 30, 2013.

#555 - 3771 Jacombs Road, Richmond (in front of IKEA)

Call: Cindy 604-727-4371 or Jerome 778-829-6621
Web: abestsupplies.com • Email: info@abestsupplies.com

CABINETS 
ON SALE

Priced From

$149
 FREE*
    Quartz Countertop

WE ARE A WHOLESALE 
CABINET COMPANY

#140-9780 Cambie Road (at No. 4 Road) 
Richmond • 604.232.4501

www.greatwestpoolandspa.ca | info@greatwestpoolandspa.ca
YOUR POOL & SPA PROFESSIONALS

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:30am to 5:00pm

Pool & Spa Ltd.

Have your pool ready with BioGuard.
Sit back and relax – Let us care for your pool or spa!

Some vacancies still available for yearly maintenance contracts. Contact us for more information.

http://www.phoenixperennials.com
http://www.phoenixperennials.com
http://www.phoenixperennials.com
http://www.phoenixperennials.com
mailto:info@abestsupplies.com
http://www.greatwestpoolandspa.ca
mailto:info@greatwestpoolandspa.ca
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By Maggie Calloway

Building with stone has to be one of the old-
est, if not the oldest, method of creating shelter. 
Anyone who has watched documentaries on 
Knowledge Network has seen proof of stone 
shelters built as much as six thousand years ago 
and more. In fact if it wasn’t for stone a lot of 
our early history would be lost in the mists of 
time.

The same basic fact exists today; stone lasts 
where other materials such as wood have a 
limited lifespan. In Europe building with stone 
is the norm and stonemasons in Continental 
Europe have traditionally learned from fathers, 
uncles and pretty well everyone in the village 
from a very early age. If you married and left 
home everyone in the village gathered together 
to build the newly married couple a home and 
these homes are passed down through many 
generations. The satisfaction of taking the right 
stone, shaping it to fit and building a thing of 
beauty knowing that your work will stand the 
test of time and give shelter to people through 
the generations must be immense.

Life is a bit more structured now but the art 
of the stonemason, and an art it is, is still val-
ued. Imagine building something you know, if left alone, will 
last for hundreds if not thousands of years. Not many profes-
sions can make that claim.

Gregory Sorokin is an owner of Vancouver Masonry who 
learned his trade the old-fashioned way from his family and 
members of his community in Europe and it shows in both the 
stunning designs and the care he takes with each project.

“Stone can really enhance a home with trim, a great chim-
ney, stone walkways and patios,” he says. “But remember all 
stone is not the same; there is different stone for different pur-
poses and (a stonemason will be) very knowledgeable about 
what is the best for each project.”

Is there anything other than stone that can turn an ordinary 
house into magnificent? Stone trim, walkways, retaining walls 
and a private patio can work magic. 

“The advice I would give to a homeowner 
thinking of adding stonework to their home 
is to spend some time looking at other homes 
to give them an idea about what they want, 
where they want it, what the purpose is, and 
what kind of look do they want; what kind 
of stone,” Sorokin says. “Budget of course is 
important. Look through ... websites ... to get 
an idea of what will work on their particu-
lar property and of course (a stonemason) 
can offer advice and suggestions. All this is 
very important because stonework can last 
forever.”

Making your home your own, distinct 
from your neighbours, and creating a beauti-
ful setting is definitely worth thinking about.

Finding some old-
fashioned flair with stone

While it can seem like an old-fashioned idea, Gregory Sorokin of 
Vancouver Masonry notes that adding stone can really enhance 
the look of a home, whether it’s a chimney or a patio. 

Submitted photos

POWER WASHING
Done Right

Pacific
POWER WASHING

insured

778 297 7302
Fax: 604 273 1848

Email: info@paci� cpowerwashing.ca
10751 River Drive, Richmond, BC V6X 1Z2

Commercial

Residential

Industrial

Parkades

Graf� ti Removal

200º Hot Water

Fully Insured

WorkSafe BC
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IndustrialIndustrial

ParkadesParkades

Graf� ti RemovalGraf� ti Removal

200º Hot Water200º Hot Water

Fully InsuredFully Insured

WorkSafe BC

www.pac i f i cpowerwash ing .ca

• SALES

• INSTALLATION

• CARPETS 
• TILE 
• CERAMIC 

• SLATE 
• MARBLE

• LINOLEUM 
• LAMINATES

• HARDWOOD

Serving Richmond since 1971

Call for a free estimate 604-278-6256

You’ll love your

NEW FLOORS!

Serving 
Richmond

for 42 Years!

2900 Smith Road (at Bridgeport Road)
Open Monday-Friday: til 5:30 pm Saturdays til 4:30 pm

http://www.pacificpowerwashing.ca


By Kerry Vital

Everyone has a nightmare story about wall-
paper, whether it’s trying to remove it from 
your home or growing up surrounded by 
crazy prints in every room. But recently, wall-
paper has seen a resurgence, helped along by 
options that suit every taste, style and budget.

Wallpaper has been around since the 
early 15th century, when it started life as a 
cheaper alternative to panelling and tapestries 
that were quite expensive. Over the years, 
several different trends came and went, from 
Chinese-style art based on silk wall coverings 
to flocked French designs to the panoramic 
scenes that are still seen in museums around 
Europe.

And now, the tide is turning again.
“The role of wallpaper within decor has 

really changed,” says Sandra Bracken, vice-
president of marketing for Bouclair. “It is 
no longer about wallpapering a room – it is 
mostly for an accent wall.”

Long gone are the days of large multi-
coloured floral prints and faux brick. Now, 
Bracken says that wallpaper has become a lot 
more contemporary.

“Customers are loving the patterns that 
are modern, geometric and add a touch of 
colour,” she says. “The prints are new and 
modern. They accent a room, they don’t 
overpower (it).”

Sarah Gallop, principal designer at Sarah 
Gallop Design Inc., says that wallpaper can be 
a great option for those who are on a budget 
but are looking for something new and excit-
ing.

“People have a bad association with it,” she 
says. “But it gives such a glamour that paint 
doesn’t have ... Some of the new wallpapers 
are gorgeous” and can be easily removed if 
you decide you want a different look.

North Vancouver interior designer 
Sheryn Calvert of Calvert Design Studio 
agrees, noting that wallpaper can also be 
used as a decor item.

“Do you have a plain white bookshelf? 
Add some wallpaper for colour and tex-
ture!” she says.

“People really care about decorating 
their home and wallpaper has become the 
new accessory,” says Bracken. “You can 
create a room that’s unique, interesting and 
updates a room instantly.”

Wallpaper becoming a popular 
accessory in home decor

Wallpaper is no longer limited to large fusty florals and faux finishes. Now, you can find wallpaper 
that will accent any room in a variety of styles and budgets.

Submitted photos
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115 - 1257 Bridgeport, Richmond
778.883.4260

Mon-Sat. 10am-4pm
www.luxurykitchenbathrange.com

NEW APPLIANCES INNOVATIONS
T h e  F u t u r e  I s  M o v i n g  I n .

Bathroom Fan Model MQBF110, MQBF90

Model SA6030, SA8830, AC6030

•  Super powerful up 
to 750 CFM air fl ow 
rate with 4 speeds 
levels sections.

•  360° 4-spray Auto 
Clean Function with 
extra-wide oil cup.

•  Safety Power Cut 
System.

•  Non-Stick easy 
clean coating.

•  LCD Display 
control panel.

•  Built in timer.

•  Easy dismantling 
design.

•  Power Safe 12W 
day light lamp.

•  Ultra powerful and quiet. 
•  Easy installation. 
•  Canadian brand & design. 
•  US Patent.

15%
OFF*

KITCHEN RANGE
*  With this coupon. May not be 

combined with any other offers. 
Offer expires June 30, 2013.

New Intelligent Range Hoods

✁

✁

SA8830

SA6030

Environmentally Responsible
Solid Waste Management

Serving Metro Vancouver

COMPOST:
100 % Composted Soil Amender. Composed of yard waste
(trees, branches, shrubs and leaves) Composted over 160 days.
An Excellent supplement to your existing garden soil.
Screened Compost Bulk - (½ cubic yard)  $15.00
Screened Compost Bulk - (1 cubic yard) $22.00
Screened Compost Bagged - (per bag) $3.00
Screen Compost Bagged - (5 bags) $13.00

BARK MULCH:
Shredded Recycled Wood. Helps retain soil 
moisture and suppress weeds. Great for 
ornamental top and dressing. Keeps your 
garden looking clean and tidy.
Bark Mulch Bulk - (1/2 cubic yard) $20.00
Bark Mulch Bulk - (1 cubic yard) $35.00

Ecowaste Industries Ltd. owns and operates the Ecowaste Land� ll in Richmond. The 
Land� ll accepts inert refuse, mainly from construction and demolition activities, 
including home owners. 

The Following materials are accepted:
• Demolition Waste • Roofi ng Materials • Construction Waste • Insulation
• Wood • Glass & Metal • Plastic • Yard Waste
• Corrugated Cardboard • Concrete, Brick & Asphalt

Ecowaste recycles and sells products including composted yard waste, bark mulch 
and crushed concrete

BRING IN THIS AD
AND RECEIVE

One FREE bag of compost with any purchase or receive
1 yard of compost at 1/2 yard rate

Valid until June 30, 2013. Note: May only be used at time of purchase

Serving Metro Vancouver

Hours:
Mon. - Fri.: 7am - 5:30pm 
Sat. & Sun. 8am - 5:30pm
Closed Statutory holidays

NO
. 6

 R
OA

D

STEVESTON 
HIGHWAY

TRIANGLE RD.

FRASER RIVER

Hours:
15111 Williams Road,
Richmond, BC, V6W 1G9
604-276-9511
www.ecowaste.com

Call ahead to ensure product availability: (604) 277-1410.   
PRODUCTS FOR SALE ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP

BETWEEN 8:30 AM AND 4:00 PM. CASH SALES ONLY

Quarter Page Colour Ad in South Delta Leader
Size: 4.3125" x 7"
File Name: MAX23003_Stor-X_Ad_QP_SouthDeltaLeader.ai
May 17, 2013/suikiHD/Ingrid

Insertion Dates: 
Rmd. Review: May 22, 2013
SDLdr: May 24, 2013
Due: May 17, 2013

Create the Perfect Design for 
All Your Storage Needs!

• Closet • Garage • Pantry • Office • Laundry 
• Mudroom • Media Centres… and More!

CALL US TODAY
FOR A FREE

IN-HOME CONSULTATION

1-877-275-6868
WWW.STOR-X.COM 

European engineered cabinetry
built in Canada since 1989

Lean and green manufacturing practices.

http://www.luxurykitchenbathrange.com
http://www.ecowaste.com
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By Kerry Vital

We’ve all had a bad day in the kitchen, 
where nothing turns out right, things 
are burning and the scent of the food 
lingers for hours afterwards. With the 
recent trend in installing a spice or wok 
kitchen, those smells can be a thing of 
the past. Instead, you can lock them 
away behind a door and entertain in 
style without your guests ever finding 
out how much work went into the meal.

“It’s usually the spice or wok kitchen 
where you do all the dirty work,” says 
Jasmine Jeon of Coast Appliances. “It’s 
only purpose is to cook food.”

Inside, you’ll usually find a gas range 
and a hood fan, Jeon says.

“Sometimes you’ll find a dishwasher, 
and occasionally ... a fridge. These kitch-
ens aren’t built for the look.”

Instead, most homeowners will have a 
“show” kitchen in the home as well. That 
is where you will find the high-end ap-
pliances, wall ovens and other gourmet 
accessories.

“That kitchen will have the custom 
hood fan, the hidden fridge and every-
thing else,” Jeon says. “It’s all for show. 
Quality and design are important.”

When installing a spice or wok 
kitchen (the words are usually used 
interchangeably by builders and which 
one is used will depend on the hom-
eowner), it’s important to keep a budget 
in mind. Because the appliances are 
meant to be utilitarian and are only seen 
by the person cooking, the look isn’t as 
important.

“They are usually mid-range ap-
pliances” Jeon says. “KitchenAid and 
Frigidaire are popular. For those who 
really care, Wolf and Thermador” are 
often requested.

Most wok or spice kitchens are long 
and narrow, Jeon says, though the size 

can vary depending on the house 
and how much space the homeowner 
wants to devote to it.

It is vital to have a fan in your wok 
or spice kitchen, as it will suck up the 
smells and prevent them from escaping 
into the rest of the house. Jeon notes 
that it’s rare to see anything other than 
a gas range in that kind of space, be-
cause most cuisines cooked in a spice 
or wok kitchen involve high heat.

“An induction range is more expen-
sive but similar to gas,” she says. “You 
won’t see an electric range in there.”

There’s plenty to think about when 
you’re looking at installing a wok or 
spice kitchen, but its sheer useful-
ness makes it well worth it in the end. 
Cooking doesn’t need to be stressful, 
and having a dedicated space to leave 
all the dirty work behind is something 
that many homeowners will find 
important.

Spicing it up in a spice or wok kitchen

Spice or wok kitchens will often hold just a gas range and a hood 
fan, whereas you will find the high-end amenities such as wall 
ovens, top left, and custom hood fans, top, in the “show” kitchen.

Martin Knowles photos

*Limited time off er. Talk to us for complete details.

���-���-����     |     www.GFFG.com     

5-year fi xed-rate

mortgages starting at

2.95%*

APR

Contact us in the Lower Mainland at 604-857-1702

1-877-707-7427  www.naturallightpatiocovers.com

Patio Covers and Enclosures
Enjoy maintenance-free outdoor living, all year long

Turn your sun-baked and rain-soaked patio into a cool, dry, sun-lit outdoor living space! 

ACRYLITE  acrylic sheets and roofing systems give you the ultimate protection from the weather, 
blocking 100% of UV and letting you enjoy the outdoors in unequaled comfort.

Check our website for our online gallery, and to find us at a Home Show or Open House near you.

INCLUDES  

A 30-YEAR  

WARRANTY!

Contact us in the Lower Mainland at 604-857-1702

1-877-707-7427  www.naturallightpatiocovers.com

Patio Covers and Enclosures
Enjoy maintenance-free outdoor living, all year long

Turn your sun-baked and rain-soaked patio into a cool, dry, sun-lit outdoor living space! 

ACRYLITE  acrylic sheets and roofing systems give you the ultimate protection from the weather, 
blocking 100% of UV and letting you enjoy the outdoors in unequaled comfort.

Check our website for our online gallery, and to find us at a Home Show or Open House near you.

INCLUDES  

A 30-YEAR  

WARRANTY!

http://www.GFFG.com
http://www.naturallightpatiocovers.com
http://www.naturallightpatiocovers.com


By Kerry Vital

Kicking back with a glass of wine at the end of a 
long week or tasting a new bottle with friends and 
family at a dinner party is one of life’s pleasures. 
Maybe you’re happy with having a bottle of white 
in the fridge and a bottle of red on the counter, 
but there is a lot more to think about when you’re 
considering how to store a collection. From where 
to put it to what kind of storage you want, it’s best to 
consult a professional when it comes to wine storage.

“The paramount thing to think about is the quan-
tity of wine and then build it from there,” says Gary 
Bombay of Blue Grouse Cellars. “A small collection 
of 50 bottles or less is more suited to a wine fridge, 
whereas a serious collector who has the space would 
look to a cellar.”

Wine fridges are also better suited to the hom-
eowner looking to have white wine ready to drink at 
any point, as it should be consumed at about 6 to 8 
degrees Celsius, whereas red wine should be room 
temperature (about 17 to 18 degrees Celsius).

“That’s room temperature in a European stone 
building,” Bombay says.

Typically, wine cellars are located underground 
or in the basement, but Bombay says he’s recently 
seen a trend towards homeowners looking to build 
a wine cellar above ground that can also be used as a 
showpiece.

“They’re looking for a decorative cellar that they’re 
proud to show off,” he says. “Some are also including 
a tasting room outside.”

Tasting wine inside the cellar itself is not a good 
plan, Bombay notes.

“It’s not a climate suitable for drinking red wine,” 
he says, adding that most cellars are about 15 degrees 
Celsius.

There are several different options available in 
wine cellars, from the modern to the traditional. 
Many people think of rows upon rows of wooden 
racks when they think of a wine cellar, but Bombay 
says that there has been some interest in installing 
modern cellars with metal and glass.

“Many companies are labelling wine with showy 
labels,” he says. “Our VintageView racking holds 
bottles horizontally, making them easy 
to find.”

The most typical wood that Bombay 
uses in his cellars is California redwood.

“It performs well in a humid environ-
ment, which wine cellars are,” he says. 
“You also want a low-odour wood, as 
you don’t want to introduce a strong 
wood such as a cedar which imparts 
itself on the wine.”

What to include in a wine cellar is a 
matter of taste, but shelving and climate 
control is of particular importance.

“You can build a reasonable cellar for 
$5,000 to $10,000, but it’s easy to spend 
many times that when you get into the 
exotic woods, decoration, staining,” 
Bombay says.

If you’re thinking about purchasing a 
wine fridge, Bombay recommends look-
ing for one with a dual-zone control so 
you can keep your white wine cool and 
your red wine warmer, and shelves that 
slide out to easily access your wine.

He also notes that people can find 
wine storage that looks like a piece of 
furniture, from a cabinet to a credenza.

“You need to weigh whether it’s just 
for storage or you want a showpiece,” 
he says.

While there’s much to think about 
when you’re deciding on how you want 
to store your wine, it’s worth it in the 
end when you can pull out the perfect 
bottle to go with any meal or to use as 
a gift.

“It’s really fun to pull something out 
of the cellar that is no longer avail-
able,” Bombay says. “A bottle of wine 
that can’t be found anymore is a really 
special gift.”

Savoring the good life with a bottle of wine

For those who don’t have such large collections of wine, a dual-zone wine fridge, above, could be just the ticket. For more serious collectors, a full 
cellar might be better suited, below left. Including wine storage in your kitchen, below right, can be easily integrated with your existing cabinetry 
to include a serving bar where you can also keep your glasses and other wine-related accessories.

Submitted photo below left, Keith Henderson for My House Design/Build Team photos above and below right

When it comes to wine storage, 
you have many options to suit 
a range of budgets. From full 
cellars to a simple wine fridge, 
life can be delicious with a good 
bottle of wine.

Gary Bombay says he’s seen a recent trend towards more modern 
wine cellars that are built with glass and metal, above, instead of 
the traditional wood.

Rob Newell photo, left, submitted photo above
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enough to handle the weight of your wish list so factor in the cost of what may be 
considerable structural work before you can begin putting together your new dream 
bathroom.

John Friswell of CCI Renovations is an award-winning contractor who has many 
years of renovations under his belt and there is very little he hasn’t had to deal with 
when it comes to renovations. He cites a recent renovation as a great example of what 
homeowners need to know.

“My clients have lived in this home for a number of years so they knew exactly 
what they wanted, in fact the instructions to my company and the designer were to 
create a spa bathroom you would find in a high-end elegant hotel, and that is exactly 
what we did,” Friswell says. “It helped that we used the original bathroom footprint, 
13’ x 13’; about 160 square feet, and in this case we didn’t need to do any structural 
work, which is not always the case. We had to be creative with the linear drain in the 
shower but everything else was fine.”

The original bathroom, although badly dated, had good ‘bones’ which is a great 
help when renovating. The size was right for the new design which again is a bonus; 
removing walls to increase the size puts the renovation into a whole new category.

The bathroom isn’t huge, but instead just the right size to make the placement of 
each unit work. The rim-less steam shower is large but not enormous and tucked in 
the corner so there is some privacy, and the two vanities, his and hers, are placed so 
that each person literally has their own space including storage.

The female spot, the larger of the two, has a mirror that slides up to reveal storage, 
plugs for hair dryers, etc. This allows the positioning of the lighting to make sense, 
and not having to install electrical outlets in the 
wall of marble is a brilliant touch.

“The drawers and cupboards all have pre-
cisely designed organizers. The walls are marble 
as are the floors. The wall towel rack is heated 
which is a treat and the towel bars underneath 
the vanities avoids towels on the counter,” 
Friswell says. “We built in the tall linen tower 
for towels, etc. rather than storage under the 
vanities which is a more elegant approach as 
well as practical. We installed a window in the 
shower to provide light which we used to see 
years ago. Unlike then where there were always 
problems with rot and mildew, we didn’t use 
wood but marble so there will be no ongoing 
problems. The window was also important to 
help bounce light around the room.”

There are lots of great design ideas in this 
bathroom and the desire of the clients for an 
elegant bathroom has certainly been achieved.

PROVEN SEED BLENDS FOR THE LOWER MAINLAND

Sand-Based turf  Drought Tolerant  Environmentally Friendly Turf 
Fresh Turf Delivery Daily  Low Maintenance  No Middle Man 

Direct from the grower  Professional Installation Available

www.westernturffarms.com

500 ACRES
& GROWING

Call for a FREE Estimate
604-888-7072 

ABBOTSFORD, CHILLWACK & MISSION 604-850-6660

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

 Proven Seed Blends for the Lower Mainland
 Homeowners  Contractors  Landscapers
 Sand-based Turf  Drought Tolerant
 We Grow the Most Environmentally Friendly Turf
 Fresh Turf Delivered Daily  Low Maintenance 
 No ‘Middle Man’ - Direct from the Grower
 Professional Installation Available

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

FREE
Estimates

Quality
Turf

at
Wholesale

Prices Prices 
“500 Acres
 & Growing”

CALL CALL CALL 

www.westernturffarms.com

888-7072

You Don’t Have to Spend a Lot of Money to
Have a Beautiful Lawn

604

1-888-888-7072

Lots of great design ideas available

The old bathroom featured dated lighting, an old 
soaker tub and an old-fashioned vanity, left and below 
left. Now, the bathroom includes his-and-hers vanities 
and a gorgeous new tub made for relaxation, above 
and below. John Friswell of CCI Renovations says the 
homeowners were looking for a spa-like feel in their 
new space.

Submitted photos

 “ from page.1
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A Publication

Find it all in 
Richmond’s
most-read 

newspaper.

In print and 
online.

Richmond’s favourite paper for more than 80 years.

www.richmondreview.com

http://www.westernturffarms.com
http://www.westernturffarms.com
http://www.richmondreview.com


To beat the summer heat…
We have the solution!

NO DUCTS, NO PROBLEM

Install a York Ductless Split Heat Pump 
System in your home and you will enjoy the 
cool in the summer and the heat in  
the winter.

For a dealer near you, please call  
604-202-4485
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