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a safer 
home

By Kerry Vital

When you think about safety 
in your home, you probably 
think of aging in place. While 
some of those principles are 
good things to keep in mind, 
having a safer home goes far 
beyond installing a stair-lift or 
removing trip hazards.

“You can have a safe home 
without taking away from the 
beauty of a home,” says David 

 “ more page.2

Building a home that will work 
for a lifetime is about more 

than looking at trip hazards.

Coast has the Brands you Want, 
and the Expertise you Need!

Vancouver:  8488 Main St
Surrey:  19495 56 Ave
Coquitlam:  #1-1315 United Blvd
Abbotsford:  34445 Marshall Rd

By Maggie Calloway

There is a trend, especially in the Vancouver real estate 
market, of families making the decision to do a full-house 
renovation rather than selling and buying another home.

That is certainly the case with this family and for the same 
reasons as many other families: they are settled in the neigh-
bourhood, they like the schools and it’s close to work. But the 
house, which had been renovated by previous owners, was 
stuck in the 1980s. The configuration of the rooms didn’t work 
for the family and there was a lot of wasted space because 
some rooms were isolated and consequently were not used. It 
was time for a fresh start and a reconfiguration of the whole 
house so the family could utilize the space properly.

The contractor chosen for the job was Tobias Puga of Vision 
Built Homes.

“This house is a five-bedroom suburban home, about 50 

years old, which the family has lived in for seven years. It had 
gone through several renovations but was very dated and need 
a complete renovation to work for the family of four plus a 
nanny,” Puga says. “When we started taking the stucco down 
we could see where doors and windows had been patched and 
made to fit during a previous renovation. We took the roof off 
and extended the second floor to the front of the house, which 
added two bedrooms. We installed a 24-foot-long steel beam 
above the living room and made the ceiling flat and that was 
mirrored on the basement floor as well.”

Fifty per cent of the basement was dug down, lowered and 
underpinned to increase the ceiling height to just over eight 
feet then pushed back 10 feet to increase the size of the laun-
dry room and media room.

“Now in the basement they have a small wine room, two 
bedrooms, a bathroom and a media room,” Puga says. “Up-
stairs we switched around the kitchen from the west side to 

the east side of the house ... and got rid of the French doors 
and opened that wall up to a 14-foot by 7-foot glass double 
sliders which flooded the space with light. The old kitchen 
space became the family room entertainment space.”

Jenny Martin of Jenny Martin Design was very much 
involved in designing both the new space as well as pulling 
together the interior design.

“This project was gutted down to the bone and the clients 
were fantastic, they gave us full control and just said make it 
work and look fabulous, so it was a great experience,” Martin 
says. “They are still giving us feedback, saying every time they 
wake up they feel like they are in a W Hotel. The home has an 
edge and real character which they just love, so we are all so 
pleased they are so happy.”

The success of this remodeled home is in the way each 
member of the family is happy and comfortable in the space 
and that’s the bottom line of what a family home should be.

Rebuilding a family home for the long-term

The five-bedroom home was in dire need of updating. It had previously gone through several renovations, but the configuration wasn’t working for the family of four plus a nanny who now live in the 
home. With the help of Vision Built Homes, the Vancouver home is now modernized and perfect for the owners.
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ask a 
reno pro

The Greater Vancouver 
Home Builders’ Association, 
CMHC and Fortis BC will host 
the annual Ask a Pro Renova-
tion Seminar and Expo on 
Thursday May 16 from 5:30 
to 9 p.m. at 3250 Commercial 
Drive, in Vancouver. 

Presentations will cover the 
reno and design process, Reno-
Mark, legal issues and permits. 
And in between the speaking 
sessions, you’ll have the op-
portunity to talk to renovators 
and suppliers face-to-face and 
ask them anything you like. For 
more info, visit gvhba.org or 
call 778-565-4288.
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Shepherd, manager of finance and adminis-
tration for MLK Properties. “It doesn’t need to 
be a stereotypical ‘accessible’ home.”

The SAFERhome Standards Society, spon-
sored by the Homeowner Protection Office, 
BC Housing, the Vancouver Resource Society 
and the Applied Science Technologists and 
Technicians of British Columbia, lays out a 
19-point list for homebuilders and buyers to 
ensure that their home is built to conform 
to certain principles, called universal home 
design.

Such principles will allow developers and 
builders to construct homes that will stand 
the test of time and ensure continued safety 
for residents of all ages, from toddlers to 
senior citizens.

Among the standards are wider hallways, 
flush exterior thresholds and outlets that are 
set higher than usual.

Outlets that are placed higher on the wall 
mean that those with back problems will find 
it easier to plug in their appliances as they 
won’t have to bend as far to reach them.

Similarly, light switches should be placed 
six inches lower than usual to lessen the dif-
ference between tall and short members of 
the family, and prevent people having to reach 
for the switch. According to the SAFERhome 
Standards, the original height of 48 inches 
was to accommodate wainscoting, which is no 
longer a favoured design detail. Making the 
light switch lower also gives you the ability to 
switch it on or off with your elbow (depend-

ing on your height) if your hands are 
full; something that would be incredibly 
convenient when you come in with the 
groceries!

Wider hallways are built to accommo-
date wheelchairs and walkers, should the 
homeowner require them in the future.

A shower without a lip to step over is 
another requirement, to prevent people 
from falling when they step into the 
shower. Regulations over where the 
shower controls are located (closer to the 
edge instead of in the centre) is one of the 
19 standards that a builder must comply 
with. It is also recommended that a hom-
eowner install more than one showerhead 
to cater to people of differing heights.

“We want these homes to be ‘forever’ 
homes,” Shepherd says. “Someone should 
be able to live there long-term.”

MLK Properties is currently selling a 
home in Richmond that has been built to 
conform with SAFERhome Standards. It 
is the first such home in the city.

“The changes are so subtle that they’re 
almost invisible,” Shepherd says. “Unless 
you know about it, you don’t notice that 
the hallways are wider or the outlets are 
higher. But they make a huge difference.”

Shepherd notes that if a home is built to 
include these standards, it won’t add any 
cost to the homeowner because outlets, 
light switches and other things must still 
be installed.

For more information about SAFER-
home Standards, visit www.saferhomeso-
ciety.com.
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Safety at no extra cost to the homeowners

David Shepherd of MLK Properties, left, says a home 
doesn’t have to sacrifice beauty to be safer. Walk- or 
roll-in showers, top, and outlets situated higher on the 
walls, top left, go a long way towards making a home 
safer in the long run.
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Our Showroom is Your Showroom

www.kitchenandbathclassics.com
Vancouver 
2198 Yukon Street

Langley 
100 - 19630 Langley By-Pass

Abbotsford 
3265 McCallum Road

PROVEN SEED BLENDS FOR THE LOWER MAINLAND

Sand-Based turf  Drought Tolerant  Environmentally Friendly Turf 
Fresh Turf Delivery Daily  Low Maintenance  No Middle Man 

Direct from the grower  Professional Installation Available

www.westernturffarms.com

500 ACRES
& GROWING

Call for a FREE Estimate
604-888-7072 

ABBOTSFORD, CHILLWACK & MISSION 604-850-6660

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

 Proven Seed Blends for the Lower Mainland
 Homeowners  Contractors  Landscapers
 Sand-based Turf  Drought Tolerant
 We Grow the Most Environmentally Friendly Turf
 Fresh Turf Delivered Daily  Low Maintenance 
 No ‘Middle Man’ - Direct from the Grower
 Professional Installation Available

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

FREE
Estimates

Quality
Turf

at
Wholesale

Prices Prices 
“500 Acres
 & Growing”

CALL CALL CALL 

www.westernturffarms.com

888-7072

You Don’t Have to Spend a Lot of Money to
Have a Beautiful Lawn

604

1-888-888-7072

http://www.saferhomeso-ciety.com
http://www.saferhomeso-ciety.com
http://www.saferhomeso-ciety.com
http://www.westernturffarms.com
mailto:editor@newlocalhome.com
mailto:maggiec@blackpress.ca
http://www.mkphotomedia.com
http://www.robnewellphotography.ca
http://www.kitchenandbathclassics.com
http://www.westernturffarms.com
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By Kerry Vital

Great interior design doesn’t have 
to break the bank. Whether it’s a small 
change to the colour of your walls or 
a new piece of trendy decor, there are 
many ways to keep your budget intact 
while still having an amazing home.

“Paint is possibly the cheapest 
investment you can make and has the 
potential to be the most dramatic,” says 
Sheryn Calvert of Calvert Design Studio. 
“It is also easy to change; pick a bold, 
trending colour that you love – and then 
change it when it’s ‘out’ or you get tired 
of it in a few years.”

She suggests that people who are 
looking to stick to their budget do some 
browsing in a secondhand shop, or re-
upholster or repurpose an item that they 
already have.

“Think outside of the box to create 
unique pieces for your home,” Calvert 
says. “You can also customize low-cost 
items. Plain white bookcase? Add some 
wallpaper for colour and texture.”

Being creative and doing it yourself 
will benefit you in non-budgetary ways. 
It can also make for a great conversa-
tion piece when you tell people that you 
made something yourself. Calvert notes 
that buying a blank canvas and paint-
ing it yourself can make for a wonderful 
piece of art for your wall.

“Almost anything can be a piece of art 
or accessory if you put your mind to it,” 
she says.

Her final tip is to be patient.
“Stores will have huge blowout and 

clearance sales every once in awhile, and 
it is definitely worth it to wait for those 
amazing finds,” Calvert says. “Sign up 
for email newsletters to know when a 
sale is happening. You can also go to a 
showroom and look for ‘as-is’ or floor 
models.”

Calvert points out that there are a 
few things that you shouldn’t try, no 
matter how inexpensive they are.

“In a bag. If these words are includ-
ed in the title of your purchase, walk 
away,” she says. “Design has moved 
forward from ‘matchy matchy’ to an 
eclectic, more personal style.”

She also warns about the trend to-
wards open storage in the kitchen.

“Can anyone always keep their cup-
boards 100 per cent organized? I know 
that I can’t. Closed storage with touch-
latch hardware looks a lot better than 
the typical pots and pans cupboard.”

Another trend that Calvert says is 
on the way out is dark wood. Instead, 
she notes that clients are leaning more 
towards medium or light tones instead.

“Lighter finishes make your room 
have a lighter, more open feel to it,” she 
says. “Grey-toned flooring is extremely 
hot right now!”

Great design on a budget

Beautiful interior decor doesn’t have to be expensive. Adding a 
pop of colour or finding a cool wall decal can spice up a room.

Submitted photos

#140-9780 Cambie Road (at No. 4 Road) 
Richmond • 604.232.4501

www.greatwestpoolandspa.ca
info@greatwestpoolandspa.ca

YOUR POOL & SPA PROFESSIONALS
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:30am to 5:00pm

Pool & Spa Ltd.

Have your pool ready with BioGuard.
Sit back and relax – Let us care for your pool or spa!

Some vacancies still available for yearly maintenance contracts. Contact us for more information.

Environmentally Responsible Solid Waste Management

Serving Metro Vancouver

COMPOST:
100 % Composted Soil Amender. Composed of yard waste
(trees, branches, shrubs and leaves) Composted over 160 days.
An Excellent supplement to your existing garden soil.
Screened Compost Bulk - (½ cubic yard)  $15.00
Screened Compost Bulk - (1 cubic yard) $22.00
Screened Compost Bagged - (per bag) $3.00
Screen Compost Bagged - (5 bags) $13.00

BARK MULCH:
Shredded Recycled Wood. Helps retain soil 
moisture and suppress weeds. Great for 
ornamental top and dressing. Keeps your 
garden looking clean and tidy.
Bark Mulch Bulk - (1/2 cubic yard) $20.00
Bark Mulch Bulk - (1 cubic yard) $35.00

Ecowaste Industries Ltd. owns and operates the Ecowaste Land� ll in Richmond. The Land� ll accepts inert 
refuse, mainly from construction and demolition activities, including home owners. 

The Following materials are accepted:
• Demolition Waste • Roofi ng Materials • Construction Waste • Insulation
• Wood • Glass & Metal • Plastic • Yard Waste
• Corrugated Cardboard • Concrete, Brick & Asphalt

Ecowaste recycles and sells products including composted yard waste, bark mulch and crushed concrete

BRING IN THIS AD AND RECEIVE
One FREE bag of compost with any purchase or receive 1 yard of compost at 1/2 yard rate

Valid until June 30, 2013. Note: May only be used at time of purchase

Hours:
Mon. - Fri.: 7am - 5:30pm 
Sat. & Sun. 8am - 5:30pm
Closed Statutory holidays

NO
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STEVESTON 
HIGHWAY

WILLIAMS R
D.

TRIANGLE RD.

FRASER RIVER

Serving Metro Vancouver

15111 Williams Road,
Richmond, BC, V6W 1G9
604-276-9511
www.ecowaste.com

Call ahead to ensure product availability: (604) 277-1410.   
PRODUCTS FOR SALE ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP

BETWEEN 8:30 AM AND 4:00 PM. CASH SALES ONLY

http://www.greatwestpoolandspa.ca
mailto:info@greatwestpoolandspa.ca
http://www.ecowaste.com
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By Maggie Calloway

So you bit the bullet and tackled the house room by room: 
piles to the charity shop, piles to the trash and your “keepers” 
also in a pile ready to be put back in closets, drawers and cup-
boards but you are loath to cram everything back into closets 
with one hanging bar with everything else once again piled on 
the floor or back into drawers almost never to be seen again. 
So what can you do?

Troy Bell, of Unique Storage & Organizers has some advice.
“This is exactly the time to put in systems which not only 

get you organized now but keep you organized going forward,” 
he says. “We do everything from bedroom reach-in closets to 
walk-in closets, and everywhere else in the house which needs 
an organizing system tailored to how the family lives.”

The entryway or if the family is lucky enough to have a 
designated mudroom is the first line of defense to keep the 
outdoor clothes, sports equipment and Fido’s paraphernalia 
contained.

“If there is room we like to install a locker for each member 
of the family so they have their own little cubby if you will,” 
Bell says. “They can put their coats on a hook, hang their back-
pack, and put their helmets and skateboards in there, shoes 
and boots. But if you live in a condo or a townhouse there is 

much less room in the entryway; most of 
the time there is a reach-in closet so I came 
up with a design a number of years ago to 
maximize that limited space. If you want 
to stay organized it is imperative there are 
designated places for things; if not they just 
get dumped.”

The garage is another place of entry to the 
home and here again systems are needed to 
stop outdoor clothes and toys from clutter-
ing the home. The garage is also in danger 
of becoming the place to pile things with no 
designated home.

“If you are entering and exiting your 
home through the garage, people don’t gen-
erally hang their coats there. Hooks to hang 
wet coats is a good idea, but they will take 
their shoes off so we will put a shelving sys-
tem in there to hold all the shoes otherwise 
they end up piled on the landing or on the 
steps,” Bell says. “The other great organiz-
ing system people like next to the ... door in 
the garage are bins for recycling which gets 
them out of the kitchen.”

Keeping yourself organized

Keeping yourself organized starts with getting rid of clutter. Installing a great 
storage solution for what you keep will go a long way towards fixing the problem.

Submitted photos

Designing a New Outdoor Space?

Come and See Us!

www.therichmondfirebox.ca

www.facebook.com/ 
TheRichmondFirebox

@RichmondFirebox

#100 - 3031 Beckman Pl.  
Tel: 604-284-5154
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www.therichmondfirebox.ca
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TheRichmondFirebox

@RichmondFirebox
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Tel: 604-284-5154

Designing a New Outdoor Space?

Come and See Us!

www.therichmondfirebox.ca

www.facebook.com/ 
TheRichmondFirebox

@RichmondFirebox

#100 - 3031 Beckman Pl.  
Tel: 604-284-5154

#100 - 3031 Beckman Place
Richmond, B.C.

Tel: 604-284-5154
www.therichmondfi rebox.ca

Phoenix Perennials and Specialty Plants

Make your space beautiful!

3380 No. 6 Rd, Richmond (Between Bridgeport & Cambie)
Phone: 604.270.4133 • www.phoenixperennials.com

Open Seven Days a Week • 10am-5pm

3380 No. 6 Road, Richmond (Between Bridgeport and Cambie)
Phone: 604 270 4133 ◆ www.phoenixperennials.com
Open Seven Days a Week ◆ 10am-5pm

One of the largest and most exciting selections
of perennials in the Lower Mainland.

Per enn ia l HeavenPer enn ia l HeavenPer enn ia l Heaven
3000 different perennials, shrubs, vines and groundcovers, exciting workshops,

special events, a design service, a great website and friendly, knowledgeable staff.
Search

1200+ plants

on our
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ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST EXCITING 
SELECTIONS OF PERENNIALS IN CANADA.

4,000 different perennials, shrubs, vines and ground covers, exciting workshops, 
special events, a design service, a great website and friendly, knowledgeable staff.

Come see what a 
perennial nursery can be!

20% OFF
ANY ONE PERENNIAL 

WITH THIS AD.
EXPIRES APRIL 29, 2013.

ONE PER PERSON.

RR

STEVESTON

Fire Trucks, Rescue Boats, Police Cars, 
Barbeque, Pancake Breakfast, Music!!!!

May 25 & 26, 2013
Thompson Community Centre

Registration: Peter Mitchell
604.277.8882 or

petermitchell@shaw.ca

May 25 & 26, 2013

11TH ANNUAL11TH ANNUAL

MEMORIAL

REGISTER YOUR 
TEAM NOW

http://www.therichmondfirebox.ca
http://www.therichmondfirebox.ca
http://www.www.therichmondfirebox.therichmondfi
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.phoenixperennials.com
http://www.phoenixperennials.com
http://www.phoenixperennials.com
http://www.phoenixperennials.com
mailto:petermitchell@shaw.ca


By Maggie Calloway

More and more people are either working full-time from 
home or bringing a significant part of their workload home 
plus managing the household finances, scheduling of everyone 
going in different directions and staying in touch with friends 
and relatives through social media. Whew! 

For those of us who work from home a designated space is 
crucial. Trying to be productive when work is scattered from 
the dining room table to the kitchen counter does not bode 
well for your sanity, never mind productivity.

Aris Catevatis, Principal with Ace Integrated Systems, who 
specialize in wiring and installing systems in both home and 
corporate offices, says, “We first-of-all do a site visit to figure 
out the design and layout of the room and how it’s going to be 
used. Where is the desk going to be placed, is the television 
going to be used as a monitor? You can have a small monitor 
on your desk but you can also connect your laptop or your PC 
to the television for watching movies or hold a meeting where 
everyone needs to be able to see what’s on the screen.”

If you are doing a renovation and the room has been 
stripped back to the studs, this is the time to call in the experts 
to install the correct wiring to handle all the electronics.

It is a good idea to wire-up two or three different locations, 
instead of the usual one, so there is built-in flexibility. The 
way technology is moving at breakneck speed, it makes sense 
to pre-wire instead of trying to make an inadequate system 
expand.

For those who don’t need a designated home office the idea 
of having a desk and separate monitors is a thing of the past.

“Nowadays our clients integrate their current living rooms, 
master bedrooms, media rooms/family room, theatres and 
even kitchen television screens; they are now being used as 
offices, controlled by Control4 Remotes and in-wall touch-
screens, to control the computer, television, Apple TV, media 
player, all from the iPhone or Android in everyone’s pocket, 
or they can even use an iPad or any PC tablet to control the 
(audio-visual) equipment and computers,” Catevatis says. “Up-
dating files between your home computer, laptop, tablet and 
phone (has) never been easier. Spreadsheets, PDF files, photos 
and even media can be shared in seconds with programs like 

Dropbox which offers free service. Plus, if 
you want to view your home surveillance 
system from your computer or phone from 
anywhere in the world that can be wired in at 
the same time.” 

Gone are the days when setting up a home 
office meant calling your service provider to 
come in and install a simple jack.

Integrating the home 
office into your space

Aris Catevatis of Ace Integrated Systems notes 
that most people don’t have a dedicated 
home office anymore, and instead integrate it 
with another room, such as the media room, 
bedroom or family room.

Submitted photos
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Call today 604-525-4177

or e-mail info@poly-mor.ca   www.Poly-Mor.ca

Is entering your home a trip hazard?

Ask us about raising settled foundations.

CONCRETE SLAB LIFTING

How many times have you almost tripped on 

your own driveway or sidewalk?

Call us for a Free Evaluation

Our quick, clean and affordable technology raises

concrete sidewalks, driveways and patios.

No more trip hazards or bump ups when driving 

into your garage.

OFF!

150 

$

Present this ad

Expires Dec 31, 2012

We also lift & 

stabilize 

foundations

Call today 604-525-4177

or e-mail info@poly-mor.ca   www.Poly-Mor.ca

Is entering your home a trip hazard?

Ask us about raising settled foundations.

CONCRETE SLAB LIFTING

How many times have you almost tripped on 

your own driveway or sidewalk?

Call us for a Free Evaluation

Our quick, clean and affordable technology raises

concrete sidewalks, driveways and patios.

No more trip hazards or bump ups when driving 

into your garage.

OFF!

150 

$

Present this ad

Expires Dec 31, 2012

We also lift & 

stabilize 

foundations

A NEW ANSWER TO SINKING CONCRETE!

•  Our quick, clean and 
affordable technology 
raises concrete 
sidewalks, driveways 
and patios. 

•  No more trip hazards 
or bump ups when 
driving into your 
garage.

$150 OFF
Present this ad and 
receive $150 off 
the cost of your 

repair.
Offer expires April 30, 2013.

✁

We also lift 

& stabilize 

foundations!

How many times have you almost tripped 
on your own driveway or sidewalk?

Call us for a FREE EVALUATION!

解決下塌石屎地的答案!

平整地面 以免絆倒

Call today 604-525-4177

or e-mail info@poly-mor.ca   www.Poly-Mor.ca

Is entering your home a trip hazard?

Ask us about raising settled foundations.

CONCRETE SLAB LIFTING

How many times have you almost tripped on 

your own driveway or sidewalk?

Call us for a Free Evaluation

Our quick, clean and affordable technology raises

concrete sidewalks, driveways and patios.

No more trip hazards or bump ups when driving 

into your garage.

OFF!

150 

$

Present this ad

Expires Dec 31, 2012

We also lift & 

stabilize 

foundations

• SALES

• INSTALLATION

• CARPETS 
• TILE 
• CERAMIC 

• SLATE 
• MARBLE

• LINOLEUM 
• LAMINATES

• HARDWOOD

You’ll love your

Serving Richmond since 1971

Call for a free estimate 604-278-6256

NEW FLOORS!

Serving 
Richmond

for 42 Years!

2900 Smith Road (at Bridgeport Road)
Open Monday-Friday: til 5:30 pm Saturdays til 4:30 pm

Our highly successful RenoNation is publishing five 
editions in 2012.  Each edition will be delivered to 
360,000 households across Metro Vancouver*

 What they’re saying…
RenoNation testimonials:

Capture your share of the 
lucrative renovation market

Custom editorial from our RenoNation team featuring ‘real people’ stories, tips and valuable renovation 
information will be distributed in the award-winning Black Press newspapers. Editions are perfectly 
timed to reach eager consumers. The RenoNation online site with map and service guide is micro-
targeted to individual communities throughout Metro Vancouver…RenoNation is a complete 
package…full colour content, prices, distribution and online accessibility—the opportune vehicle to 
tell your story and sell your product most cost effectively.

“The article in Renonation is awesome!! Thanks Again!” Roz 
Screeton, My House Design/Build Team. 
“We love RenoNation in Maple Ridge. It looks fantastic. The before 
and after stories/photos are outstanding! Thanks for all your hard 
work on it.”  Carly Ferguson. 
 It’s great, thanks! Lisa Murrell, RJR Construction.

Jan Reimer, a South Surrey resident, “I just really enjoy what you do. I love it. I read it 
every time.”
GVHBA, “Nice job by Black Press on its August edition of BCRenonation, which focused 
on the perils of dealing in the underground cash economy in home renovation, and 
featured GVHBA and three of its members.” 
“Many tell me they hear about the article from friends/family/colleagues first, who call to tell 
them they’re in the paper. Many also enthuse about the response they receive from the public, 
from dozens of new phone calls from potential customers to walk-ins who show up because they 
read the story.” Tricia Leslie, Writer.
“Thank you for a terrific job on the article. We appreciate your hard work and it was a 
pleasure  working with you. We have heard nothing but compliments on the story, and 
the phones haven’t stopped ringing.” ACE Integrated Systems.

everything’s

looking up:
Looked up lately? Perhaps it’s time to freshen up the 

ceilings throughout the entire house. From crown 

mouldings to coffered, from dropped ceiling to tin, the 

choices are endless. The result can add new style to 

the home that wasn’t there before, and add value if the 

homeowners are selling.  > P.13

April 2010

PRODUCTS ❱❱ 

QUALIFIED TRADES ❱❱ 

EXPERT ADVICE ❱❱

 BIG VALLEY
Since 1986

HEATING & SHEET METAL LTD.

11868 216th Street, Maple Ridge 604-467-6474
Licensed, Bonded & Insured Gas Filters

Locally Owned & Operated • Custom Sheet Metal Shop

*Limited time offer

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REBATE 

UP TO 
$790 

ON G71 OR G61 ENERGY STAR 

FURNACE (INSTALLED)

UP TO

$500 
ON ENERGY STAR 

HEAT PUMP INSTALL
AND

11868

Take it 
from drab 

to fab
To suit the needs of a chang-

ing family dynamic, a Metro 

Vancouver company turned an 

aging, uncomfortable house 

into a modern, airy home that 

better meets the family’s needs. 

Basil Restorations Ltd. just won 

the prestigious Canadian Home 

Builders’ Association’s SAM 

award for this New Westminster 

Screen House,  for Whole House 

Renovation. Find out why the 

family renovated and how the 

house turned out   ›› p.5

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Every now and then shoppers 

will stumble upon a place that is so 

wonderful and unique, they can’t get 

it out of their minds.

Vancouver’s Main Street is a great 

example – a wonderful, quirky street 

that is always changing and always 

interesting.

A recent fabulous fi nd is JoJo’s 

Place, on Main Street’s Antique Row. 

JoJo’s Place is not an antique shop 

in the usual 

sense, although 

wonderful items 

from years gone 

by are present.

And this is not 

a furniture shop, 

at least not in 

the usual sense, 

although they do 

sell furniture.

Store founders 

Josh and Janet Rosen didn’t origi-

nally intend to open Jojo’s Place.

Josh was working in a completely 

diff erent fi eld, as a fl oor trader. He 

would come home from work every 

day and Janet, who is extremely 

creative, would show him “some-

thing fabulous” she had made during 

the day.

Janet would fi nd orphaned pieces 

of furniture, Josh says, then paint 

and embellish them, to make them 

more interesting.

Old can be 

beautiful: 

furniture

A Jojo’s armoir.

CONTINUED ON P.6

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Ten years ago, a Metro Vancouver family 

faced a tough decision.

Th e Kang family – Sunny and Han and 

their young son – made a smart personal 

and fi nancial choice. Th ey fi gured out 

where they wanted to live over the long-

term, investigated which schools they be-

lieved would be the best for their son, then 

bought what they could then aff ord: one of 

the worst houses on a great street.

Th e home was in desperate need of work.

“Th e house had major problems 

throughout,” says Han Kang.

“In the fall and winter months, the lack 

of insulation and the badly fi tted windows 

made for a very chilly, draft y home.”

Tempted to start piecemeal renovations 

Problematic to phenomenal
RJR Construction turned this problematic house into an amaz-

ing home that is like new. L-R: Project manager John Campbell, 

designer Osman Ozakcayli and RJR Construction owner Shawn 

Stewart pose with the renovated home.  Rob Newell photo

CONTINUED ON P.2
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Ten years ago, a Metro Vancouver family 
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Th e Kang family – Sunny and Han and 

Th e Kang family – Sunny and Han and 
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Problematic to phenomenal
RJR Construction turned this problematic house into an amaz-

ing home that is like new. L-R: Project manager John Campbell, 

designer Osman Ozakcayli and RJR Construction owner Shawn 

Stewart pose with the renovated home.  

5 dates:
Published Mar 21, 
Apr 18, May 23, 
Sep 19, Oct 24

Deadlines: Mar 12, 
Apr 9, May 14, 
Sept 10, Oct 15

full page $7,600

1/2 page $4,125

1/4 page $2,155

front banner $1,080

2012 editions: Reach a dozen communities in full colour: 

Advertise on 
2 dates get 10% off, 
advertise in 4 dates 
and get 15% off. 
Utilize all 5 editions 
get 20% off.

  

Burnaby/New West News Leader 40,609    

Langley Times 32,164    

Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows News 29,500    

North Shore Outlook 43,598    

Peace Arch News (White Rock) 28,509    

Richmond Review 31,000    

South Delta Leader 16,600    

Surrey/North Delta Leader 50,965    

Tri-City News 41,724    

Ab b o t s fo rd  Ne w s  29,000 

Chilliwack Progress 18,446 

 *362,115 
of the top 
households
in the Lower 
Mainland 

The RenoNation Editorial team:
Maggie 
Calloway 
feature 
writer

Martin 
Knowles 
photographer

REVIEW 
 the richmond

Capture your share of the 
lucrative renovation 
market… our highly 
successful RenoNation 
reaches 31,000 single 
family homeowners 
throughout  Richmond.

Building 
more 
success...

Look for our next 
edition on May 22.

Call 604.247.3700 to advertise. 
www.richmondreview.com 

mailto:info@poly-mor.ca
http://www.Poly-Mor.ca
http://www.richmondreview.com
mailto:info@poly-mor.ca
http://www.Poly-Mor.ca


By Maggie Calloway

The boom in farmers markets, cooking 
classes, wine appreciation seminars and the 
run on kitchenware stores plus the resurgence 
of the family dinner leads to the next step of 
wanting a dining room, more specifically a 
dining table, around which the family can 
gather.

Life-long memories are made around the 
dining table; it’s where the family connects 
with each other and where the day’s joys and 
sorrows are discussed. Serving dinner on the 
kitchen table somehow doesn’t lend itself to 
the importance of the occasion.

Adherents to the philosophy of Feng Shui 
have very strict requirements of this family 
room but we all want to dine in a room which 
welcomes us, is calm and warm with space 
for family and friends and has comfortable 
chairs. No one wants to linger at the table if 
they are uncomfortable; certainly not kids! 

Nadine Miller and her husband Bjarne 
Holt, owners of home furnishing store Casa 
in Vancouver, are passionate about providing 
the dining table and chairs to enhance the 
home-dining experience. Holt apprenticed 
in his native Denmark with internationally 
renowned designers and craftsmen during 
and after attending one of the top woodwork-
ing schools in Europe. He brings over 40 years 
of experience and his very high standards to 
Casa and his fabulous bespoke dining tables 
and chairs.

 “We are very excited to announce we are 
setting up a studio for Bjarne right in the store 
so customers can see him at work and ap-
preciate the great attention to detail in every 
piece,” Miller says.

Some of the beautiful tables at Casa are 
made from one old Sunshine Coast maple 
tree. “This old-growth maple was not felled 

but sourced after it naturally fell from old 
age. Some of the tables are combined with 
African Bubinga wood or Birdseye Maple,” 
Miller says. “Some of this very valuable maple 
wood is still available so if you are looking for 
a custom size it just may be possible. Imagine 
having a dining table which is numbered, 
signed and a limited edition.”

In this era of every family member run-
ning off in different directions it is even more 
important that at least a few evenings a week 
are put aside to take time to cook together 
then sit around a beautiful table and, dare we 

say it, talk. 
And if you are looking for more reasons 

to take the time and dine together, the 
National Center on Addiction and Sub-
stance Abuse at Columbia University reports 
that children who eat with their families at 
least five times a week are at a lower risk of 
weight problems and developing unhealthy 
dependences such as alcohol and drugs. 

So plan ahead, include the whole fam-
ily in preparing meals and let’s get back to 
spending time with each other. There is no 
downside and everything to gain.

Taking the time to sit down and 
have a meal as a family

There are a wide variety of styles available when it comes to furnishing your dining room. From a 
modern style with clear chairs, above, to a classic wood look, bottom right, you’ll find no shortage 
of options.

Martin Knowles photos
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115 - 1257 Bridgeport, Richmond
778.883.4260

Mon-Sat. 10am-4pm
www.luxurykitchenbathrange.com

NEW APPLIANCES INNOVATIONS
T h e  F u t u r e  I s  M o v i n g  I n .

Bathroom Fan Model MQBF110, MQBF90

Model SA6030, SA8830, AC6030

•  Super powerful up 
to 750 CFM air fl ow 
rate with 4 speeds 
levels sections.

•  360° 4-spray Auto 
Clean Function with 
extra-wide oil cup.

•  Safety Power Cut 
System.

•  Non-Stick easy 
clean coating.

•  LCD Display 
control panel.

•  Built in timer.

•  Easy dismantling 
design.

•  Power Safe 12W 
day light lamp.

•  Ultra powerful and quiet. 
•  Easy installation. 
•  Canadian brand & design. 
•  US Patent.

15%
OFF*

KITCHEN RANGE
*  With this coupon. May not be 

combined with any other offers. 
Offer expires June 30, 2013.

New Intelligent Range Hoods

✁

✁

SA8830

SA6030

A Publication

Find it all in Richmond’s 
most-read newspaper.

In print and online.

Richmond’s favourite paper for more than 80 years.

www.richmondreview.com

http://www.luxurykitchenbathrange.com
http://www.richmondreview.com
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COLOR:   Process  AD NUMBER:   #

REPLY 
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Thank You

Thank you for your business and con� dence in the Langley Times. 
Please carefully read over your ad proof and return via email or fax, signed 
with an okay. If you have any changes or corrections indicate and return. If 
no call, fax or email is received by our press deadline, your ad will run as it 
appears above. Proo� ng is the responsibility of the advertiser.

I, the undersigned, have thoroughly checked this ad proof for any errors or omissions. I fully understand that when I sign this, I am responsible for the 
content of this ad, and I will not receive any kind of credit should this ad appear incorrectly in the paper.

Signed: –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  Date:  ––––––––––––––––

See Changes OK With Changes

The attached advertisement is the 
property of the Langley Times, and subject to 
copyright laws. It is not to be republished without 
expressed authorization. 
All rights reserved.©

Contact us in the Lower Mainland at 604-857-1702

1-877-707-7427  www.naturallightpatiocovers.com

Patio Covers and Enclosures
Enjoy maintenance-free outdoor living, all year long

Turn your sun-baked and rain-soaked patio into a cool, dry, sun-lit outdoor living space! 

ACRYLITE  acrylic sheets and roofing systems give you the ultimate protection from the weather, 
blocking 100% of UV and letting you enjoy the outdoors in unequaled comfort.

Check our website for our online gallery, and to find us at a Home Show or Open House near you.

INCLUDES  

A 30-YEAR  

WARRANTY!
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By Maggie Calloway

You have searched and searched for the 
perfect piece of furniture to complete a room 
and although you have seen many great pieces 
they are just not right. So what can you do?

Consider having something designed and 
custom-made for you.

Metro Vancouver’s Harris & Blake Fine 
Cabinetry Inc. can design and make the fur-
niture piece of your dreams so fine that it will 
become a family heirloom passed down and 
treasured through the generations.

Partner Robert Blakemore graduated from 
The Rycotewood Furniture Centre in Oxford, 
which has an international reputation as 
a centre of excellence in innovative furni-
ture design and making, with distinction in 
furniture crafts and associated design. After 
graduating he worked under master crafts-

man Phillip Koomen.
Partner Andrew Harrison has 

an equally impressive resume. 
Harrison attended the British 
Columbia Institute of Technol-
ogy, graduating from the Bench-
work and Joinery Program, 
then apprenticed at a high-end 
custom furniture shop under the 
expertise of master craftsmen. 
Eventually Harrison created his 
own company, Architectural 
Millwork and Design, which 
was very successful. 

The opportunity to partner 
with Blakemore presented itself 
and the new company was born.

“We have a great melding of 
talents and experience at our 
company. Andrew is an excep-
tional finisher and looks after 
that segment of the workshop and manufac-
turing and I look after the design,” Blakemore 
says. “We invested quite heavily five years ago 
in machinery from Italy which allows us to 
take our designs from a computer design pro-
gram directly onto this machine; it produces 
shapes and parts for us. For a small shop it 
was a huge investment but very worthwhile. It 
has enabled us to go to the next level.”

Harris & Blake doesn’t sell to retail outlets. 
They work directly with designers, architects 
and individual clients to meet their needs.

“Typically a client will have an idea of 
something they want, be it a dining table, 
coffee table, an entertainment unit or other 
need. We meet with them and listen to their 
need and what they envision; I spend a lot of 
time listening which is key,” Blakemore says. 

“Then I have the opportunity to expose 
them to different woods and different 
ways of approaching the design. It is a 
collaborative effort; we go through the 
process tweaking as we go until the cli-
ent is happy. Sometimes I make a model 
and then the wood, stains and finishes 
are chosen based on the requirement of 
that particular piece. We have the capa-
bility of making exceptional pieces of 
furniture in our workshop and we utilize 
the best materials. We only use North 
American materials but what we are 
also able to do is meet budgets while at 
the same time bringing our talents and 
expertise to every project big or small.”

This high level of work is apparent.
“If a person enjoys quality and wants 

something very specific, that is very 
possible,” Blakemore says. “The level of 
work we do and the care we put into a 
piece doesn’t change. We find out what 
clients need and design a piece that is 
within a budget and are very happy to 
do so.”

Customizing the perfect piece of furniture

Robert Blakemore at Harris & Blake Fine Cabinetry 
says he enjoys introducing customers to new styles, 
different woods and a new way of approaching the 
design of the piece.

Submitted photos

If you can’t find the perfect piece in a store, you 
should consider having it custom-made for you 
to fit your style, your space and your budget.

Submitted photo
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By Maggie Calloway

You have searched and searched for the 
perfect piece of furniture to complete a room 
and although you have seen many great pieces 
they are just not right. So what can you do?

Consider having something designed and 
custom-made for you.

Metro Vancouver’s Harris & Blake Fine 
Cabinetry Inc. can design and make the fur-
niture piece of your dreams so fine that it will 
become a family heirloom passed down and 
treasured through the generations.

Partner Robert Blakemore graduated from 
The Rycotewood Furniture Centre in Oxford, 
which has an international reputation as 
a centre of excellence in innovative furni-
ture design and making, with distinction in 
furniture crafts and associated design. After 
graduating he worked under master crafts-

man Phillip Koomen.
Partner Andrew Harrison has 

an equally impressive resume. 
Harrison attended the British 
Columbia Institute of Technol-
ogy, graduating from the Bench-
work and Joinery Program, 
then apprenticed at a high-end 
custom furniture shop under the 
expertise of master craftsmen. 
Eventually Harrison created his 
own company, Architectural 
Millwork and Design, which 
was very successful. 

The opportunity to partner 
with Blakemore presented itself 
and the new company was born.

“We have a great melding of 
talents and experience at our 
company. Andrew is an excep-
tional finisher and looks after 
that segment of the workshop and manufac-
turing and I look after the design,” Blakemore 
says. “We invested quite heavily five years ago 
in machinery from Italy which allows us to 
take our designs from a computer design pro-
gram directly onto this machine; it produces 
shapes and parts for us. For a small shop it 
was a huge investment but very worthwhile. It 
has enabled us to go to the next level.”

Harris & Blake doesn’t sell to retail outlets. 
They work directly with designers, architects 
and individual clients to meet their needs.

“Typically a client will have an idea of 
something they want, be it a dining table, 
coffee table, an entertainment unit or other 
need. We meet with them and listen to their 
need and what they envision; I spend a lot of 
time listening which is key,” Blakemore says. 

“Then I have the opportunity to expose 
them to different woods and different 
ways of approaching the design. It is a 
collaborative effort; we go through the 
process tweaking as we go until the cli-
ent is happy. Sometimes I make a model 
and then the wood, stains and finishes 
are chosen based on the requirement of 
that particular piece. We have the capa-
bility of making exceptional pieces of 
furniture in our workshop and we utilize 
the best materials. We only use North 
American materials but what we are 
also able to do is meet budgets while at 
the same time bringing our talents and 
expertise to every project big or small.”

This high level of work is apparent.
“If a person enjoys quality and wants 

something very specific, that is very 
possible,” Blakemore says. “The level of 
work we do and the care we put into a 
piece doesn’t change. We find out what 
clients need and design a piece that is 
within a budget and are very happy to 
do so.”

Customizing the perfect piece of furniture

Robert Blakemore at Harris & Blake Fine Cabinetry 
says he enjoys introducing customers to new styles, 
different woods and a new way of approaching the 
design of the piece.

Submitted photos

If you can’t find the perfect piece in a store, you 
should consider having it custom-made for you 
to fit your style, your space and your budget.

Submitted photo
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Call today!

778.300.1644
WWW.ASHTONSERVICEGROUP.COM

WANT A 

With the installation of any YORK 
heat pump/air conditioner, ASHTON 
SERVICE GROUP is giving away a 
free 95% efficient YORK furnace!

This may sound too good to be true, 
but it isn’t!

Because of YORK’s factory rebates 
and our lower prices, we are able to 
offer this amazing deal.

Pay zero money down, no interest for 
6 months!  Have air conditioning this 
summer and heat next winter, with 
bi-weekly payments as low as $69!

We know that many of you are not 
concerned about a new furnace at 

this time of year since the weather 
is warming up, and you’re also not 
concerned about installing an air 
conditioner because the weather 
isn’t hot yet. But we are coming up 
on our slow season and we want  
to keep our men working!  Skiers 
buy skis during the off season 
because they get a better deal. Why 
wouldn’t you do the same with your 
home comfort system? 

We guarantee our work!

We will guarantee our work for 365 
days.  If you are not 100% satisfied 
with your new high efficiency  

YORK furnace and heat pump we 
will remove the equipment and  
fully refund you.

You may be wondering if you are 
getting a base model furnace. This 
is not the case!  You can select any 
of YORK’s premium high efficiency 
furnaces and heat pumps and we 
will still give you a free furnace.

There’s only one catch, this great 
offer will expire April 30th.

Call and book today and one of our 
home comfort advisors will come 
out and give you a no obligation 
quote.  

FURNACE?
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