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A roof 
over your
head

By Maggie Calloway

We pretty much all grew up 
with the knowledge we could 
have any style of roof we want
as long as it was cedar shakes 
or asphalt, but that is no longer 
the case. There are a number 
of great alternatives available 
now to suit not just the style 
and location of the home but
also the unique requirements of 

“ more page.4

Roofing materials aren’t just 
limited to cedar shakes and 

asphalt anymore, says 
Andrew McDowell of 21st 

Century Roofers.

Shop where the builders & designers 
shop for major home appliances!

Vancouver:  8488 Main St

Surrey:  19495 56 Ave

Coquitlam:  #1-1315 United Blvd

Abbotsford:  34445 Marshall Rdwww.coastapp l iances.com

“ more page.9

By Kerry Vital

The Greater Vancouver Home Builders’
Association has honoured the best of the best
in the home-building industry with their third 
annual Ovation Awards.

“Residential construction is a major 
contributer to Metro Vancouver’s economy and
we are delighted to acknowledge the industry’s 
brightest stars,” says GVHBA President and CEO 

Peter Simpson.
There were several familiar faces among the 

big winners, including ParkLane Homes, who 
came out with eight awards including the Grand 
Ovation Awards for Single-Family Builder of the
Year and Multi-Family Builder of the Year.

“We are honoured to be the winner of these 
awards,” says Yosh Kasahara, ParkLane’s General 
Manager of Sales and Marketing. “We recognize
the high calibre of builders and projects in these
categories, and to be named (Single-Family) and 
Multi-Family Builder of the Year is a testament
to our dedicated team of employees, stakeholders
and suppliers.”

ParkLane also won awards for Best Single-

Family Detached Home: Less than 2,000 Square
Feet (Cedarmill at Bedford Landing), Best
Single-Family Detached Home: 2,000 to 2,499
Square Feet (Greenway at Bedford Landing), 
Best Single-Family Detached Home: 2,500 
to 2,999 Square Feet (Headwater at Bedford
Landing), Best Single-Family Detached Home:
3,000 Square Feet and Over (Headwater at 
Bedford Landing), Best Townhome/Rowhome
Development: Less than 2,000 Square Feet
(Winchester) and Best Marketing Innovation:
Multi-Family Builder (Time at Walnut Grove).

The Grand Ovation Award for Custom Builder

A standing Ovation for GVHBA members
The best of the best was
honoured in a gala ceremony
in Vancouver.

By Maggie Calloway

We may be gnashing our 
teeth about the slow start to the 
good weather this year but the
cycle of rain then sun over and 
over again is perfect for making 
that green stuff grow, and I
don’t mean your bank account!

As with every other job, the
right tools make light work. The 
men at Foreshore Equipment
and Supply had some insight 
about what’s going on in the
world of lawnmowers, what’s 
new and better and how we
should take care of our current
equipment, new and old.

Al Chrzanecki of Foreshore 
has some tips for a homeowner 
in the market for a new mower.

“Buy a mower to fit your 
personal circumstances; if you
are on a regular-size flat city lot 
you don’t need a rider mower,
you really only need a push
mower,” says Chrzanecki

“Push mowers are
somewhat different than we 
remember from our father and 
grandfather’s day. Some of them 
will have bushings in the wheels 
so you will get longevity and it
will push easier because they 
are a little smaller at 20 inches,
which is perfect for the small 
lot.”

Chrzanecki says gas mowers
have also changed over the 
years.

“The manufacturers have 
changed the design of the 

Time to cut 
the grass!

The team at ParkLane Homes took home eight awards, including Single-Family Builder of the Year and Multi-Family Builder of the Year. This year was the third

annual edition of the awards, which honour excellence in residential construction.
Martin Knowles photo
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Renovating on a budget
With a modest budget and a lot of determination, Laura Lee 
and Jacqueline turned their drafty little pre-war bungalow 
into a warm and cosy retreat. They learned how to insulate 
and make other energy efficiency upgrades. And, they’ve 
proven you don’t have to spend a lot to save a lot. 

“You can spend less than $50 on a tube of window caulk, a 
roll of weatherstripping and a window film kit and significantly 
change the comfort of your home,” says Jacqueline.

Read more about the efficiency mavens at 
fortisbc.com/efficiencymavens. Watch a series of short 
how-to videos on topics such as changing a furnace filter. 
View them at fortisbc.com/howto or scan this code with your 
phone app.

Upgrade and save 
with rebates

Program1 Rebate

Give your furnace and 
fireplace some TLC

$25 gift card

Switch ‘n’ Shrink
Extended to Dec. 31, 2012!

$1,000 for converting from oil
to ENERGY STAR natural gas 
heating system 

EnerChoice® 

Natural Gas Fireplace
$300

ENERGY STAR® Clothes 
Washer2

$75

Energy Saving Kit2 Free for low-income 
households

LiveSmart BC Up to $7,000 for insulation, 
weatherization and space 
heating

Visit fortisbc.com/offers or call 1-800-663-8400 for 
more information.

A little TLC saves the day
The promise of a $25 gift card convinced Prince George 
homeowner Andrea to have her furnace serviced. And she’s glad 
she did as the gas fitter discovered a slow carbon monoxide leak. 

Luckily, her furnace was repaired in time for the heating season 
and Andrea has peace of mind knowing it’s safe and working 
efficiently as possible. 

Have your natural gas furnace and fireplace serviced and you 
may qualify for a $25 Save-On-Foods™ gift card. Learn more
at fortisbc.com/tlc. 

Need a gas fitter? Find the professional you need
through FortisBC’s Contractor Program. Check out 
fortisbc.com/findacontractor.

“I never would have made the financial 
plunge to get the furnace serviced 
without the $25 incentive. It may have 
saved my family’s life.” 

Andrea, FortisBC customer.
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Renewable natural gas is 
natural gas…but better
Instead of coming from the ground, methane gas comes from
organic waste found at local landfills and farms. Before it
escapes into the atmosphere as a harmful greenhouse gas,
it’s captured and cleaned up. Then, FortisBC adds it into their 
pipelines, giving British Columbians renewable energy.

How it works
For about $5 a month, you 
can designate 10 per cent of
your natural gas usage as 
renewable. FortisBC will then
inject an equivalent amount 
of renewable natural gas 
into their system.

Carbon neutral
FortisBC’s renewable natural 
gas has been designated 
as carbon neutral in B.C. 
by Offsetters (Canada’s
leading provider of carbon
management solutions). 
Customers who sign up
receive a 10 per cent credit
on the B.C. carbon tax.

Sign up today
Visit fortisbc.com/rng, or 
call 1-888-224-2710.

Earn AIR MILES® reward miles
FortisBC is thanking customers like Michele with up to 150
AIR MILES reward miles per year when they sign up by 
July 31, 2012: †*

30 Bonus reward miles when you sign up before 
July 31, 2012* 

10 reward miles for each month you’re signed up†

Already an RNG subscriber? Simply add your 
AIR MILES Collector number to your FortisBC
account to start earning.

Businesses can sign up too
For coupons from our renewable natural gas Green Leaders, like 
OPUS Hotel Vancouver and Summerhill Pyramid Winery, visit 
fortisbc.com/rewards.

Meet Michele.
She’s a FortisBC customer who believes in conservation 
and reducing greenhouse gases. She drives a fuel-efficient 
car, grows her own vegetables, and turns down the heat 
whenever she can.

And now, she’s a FortisBC renewable natural gas customer.

“It’s an easy thing I can do to be a little bit more 
green. I’m helping to reduce greenhouse gases, and 
it’s terrific to get a reward for it too.”

Michele, Mission, renewable natural gas customer
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of the Year was taken home by My House 
Design/Build Team, while the RenoMark 
Renovator of the Year – Large Volume was 
won by Kenorah Construction and Design. 
Kenorah was one of the most decorated 
winners at the awards dinner, taking home 
seven awards.

“We couldn’t be more proud of our team,” 
says owner Graham Collins.

Kenorah was also the winner of the Best 
Marketing Innovation: Renovator, Best 
Kitchen Renovation: $100,000 and Over, 
Best Kitchen and Greatroom Renovation, 
Best Bathroom Renovation: Under $35,000, 
Best Renovated Room and Best Exterior 
Renovation awards.

My House Design/Build also won awards 
for Best Addition Renovation, Best Custom 
Home: $1 Million to $2 Million and Best 
Outdoor Living Space: New or Renovated.

Harald Koehn Construction was named 
the RenoMark Renovator of the Year – Small 
Volume, as well as Best Bathroom Renovation: 
$35,000 and Over, Best Accessible Renovation 
and Best Renovation: $800,000 and Over for 
their recent renovation for a family with a son 
with spina bifida.

“Our team is very proud of our design and 
workmanship on this renovation project, and 
on a personal level, this has been a rewarding 
experience to be able to do something special 
for young Ben,” says Koehn.

Adera Development Corporation was 
the recipient of the FortisBC Award for 
Excellence in Energy Efficiency for New 
Construction for their Seven35 townhome 
project in North Vancouver.

Other winners included Best Builders and 
Intermind Design, both of whom won three 
awards each.

Best Builders took home awards for 

Best Renovation: $300,000 to 
$499,999, Best Renovation: 
$500,000 to $799,999 and Best 
Custom Home: Under $500,000.

Intermind won awards for Best 
Kitchen Renovation: $50,000 
to $99,000, Best Condominium 
Renovation and Best Renovation: 
$100,000 to $299,999.

“We were excited to once 
again be the presenting sponsor 
of the Ovation Awards,” says 
Dan Noel, regional energy 
solutions manager at FortisBC. 
“Partnerships such as those we 
have with (the) GVHBA help 
FortisBC to provide affordable 
and innovative energy solutions 
for all British Columbians.”

For a complete list of 
winners, visit www.gvhba.org/
ovationawards.

each individual roof.
Andrew McDowell of 21st Century Roofers Ltd. 

is a second generation roofer; you might say it’s in 
his blood. The company, started by his dad in 1978 
and taken over by McDowell four years ago, has 
grown from a small four-person business to twelve 
highly trained professionals. 

“There have been lots of changes over the years; 
for instance on a low-slope roof we used to build it 
up with felt, tar and a gravel finish. Today we can 
provide a modern high-performance alternative,” 
McDowell says. “We are very careful about using 
new products, some 
of which haven’t been 
around very long. Our 
company will only use 
proven materials and 
technology and which 
has a good warranty 
behind them. Some of 
the new materials have 
been around for ten years 
or less so we don’t know 
how they will perform 
over the expected life of 
the roof. Another thing to 
understand is some of the 
new materials don’t have 
CSA approval from the 
Canadian government.”

He cites the example of 
a wood fibre product that 
definitely didn’t work.

“In the 1990s there was 
a new roofing product 

made of wood fibre in cement; it failed miserably. 
As we know cement is porous, as is wood fibre. This 
product may have been fine in Arizona but not in 
our climate and a lot of home owners suffered with 
roofs that caved in from the weight.”

Metal roofs are growing in popularity. There are 
different types: metal shingles, metal cladding and 
barn profile. 21st Century uses steel metal cladding 
because McDowell feels the hidden system makes it 
much more water-tight.

For most of us he says, a new roof is not a 
rewarding purchase that you can look at like a new 
television or sofa; it’s utilitarian. But not much 
else matters if on a dark and stormy night you 

hear the sound of water 
dripping onto your dining 
room table. Do your due 
diligence, check references, 
check to see if there is a 
string of complaints filed 
against the company and 
make sure you get the 
proper warranties. It also 
pays to check that the 
company is a member of 
an association like the 
Greater Vancouver Home 
Builders’ Association which 
requires members to carry 
a minimum of $5 million 
in liability insurance, and is 
current with WorkSafe BC.

Also, check to see if the 
company you hire sub-
contracts out. If they do you 
just don’t know who you are 
getting. 

 “ from page.1

Many changes in roofing

Andrew McDowell of 

21st Century Roofers 

urges homeowners to 

do their due diligence 

before choosing a 

contractor, since there’s 

nothing more heart-

stopping than hearing 

water dripping onto 

your table during a rain 

storm.
Martin Knowles photos
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Third annual Ovation awards honour ‘the 
industry’s brightest stars’

Harald Koehn Construction, above, was named the 

RenoMark Renovator of the Year – Small Volume, 

while Kenorah Construction and Design, below, was 

named Renovator of the Year – Large Volume. GVHBA 

President and CEO Peter Simpson, below left, says they 

are “delighted” to recognize amazing builders.
Martin Knowles photos

Editor: Kerry Vital

Writer: Maggie Calloway

Online Advertising  

Contributing photographers Martin Knowles, Rob Newell,
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PRODUCTS ❱❱ 
QUALIFIED TRADES ❱❱ 

EXPERT ADVICE ❱❱



 Tuesday, May 22, 2012 Surrey/North Delta Leader  B5

By Maggie Calloway

After what seems like a long fall and 
winter with its wood fires, mud and 
dust, the pull to shrug off the heavy 
burden of cold weather by throwing 
open doors and windows is irresistible. 
The problem is the winter takes a toll on 
your home, both inside and out.

It may be old-fashioned to schedule 
a spring cleaning but it can be quite 
cathartic to scrub down windows, wash 
curtains and hang them back up fresh 
and clean, and generally give the whole 
house a deep clean.

Like anything else worth doing, 
there is a method to doing a thorough 
job cleaning a house so it was time to 
turn to the experts, Molly Maid. The 
good folks at Molly Maid have refined 
cleaning to a fine art and that is certainly 
true of Vancouver’s Michele Yonge. 

“There are a couple of things we 
advise people do before they deep clean; 
one is getting into closets and packing 
away winter stuff and hanging spring 
and summer clothes ... not forgetting 
to wipe down shelves as you go,” Yonge 
says. “Next, cleaning windows and 
washing or drycleaning drapes and 
curtains makes a huge difference. We 
recommend people wash the outside 
(of the) windows first because if you 
wash the inside first you don’t get the 
same bang! Don’t forget to clean the 
curtain tracks and window frames as 
you go. Use the tools that help get the 
job done; a dry, clean paint brush for 
instance is terrific for getting dust out 
of corners. One of the handiest things 
to use is microfibre cloths, (which are) 
great to clean wooden blinds ... plus can 
be thrown in the washer. Feeling the sun 

shining through clean windows gives 
you great incentive to keep going.”

A big thing is to declutter the whole 
house. Look at everything on counters, 
dressers and any surface where things 
tend to land. Sometimes we are so used 
to something cluttering the house we 
cease to see it. If you are not using or 
wearing something, get rid of it. You 
deserve to live in a space where you 
can breathe, with sun pouring through 
windows and clean surfaces.

“We recommend people do three or 
four deep cleanings a year depending 
on your home and family,” Yonge says. 
“Laundry rooms are another place to 
get organized this time of year. Instead 
of soiled laundry piled together, get (a 
basket) for whites (and) one for darks 
... it makes it so much easier. Once the 
clothes are washed 
placing them in a 
designated colour-
coded basket for each 
family member keeps 
the room organized. 
Master bedrooms are 
great to dig into this 
time of year because 
they are often the 
place where things 
are dropped (and are) 
probably the most 
neglected room in 
the house. A final 
hint would be to put 
together a cleaning 
caddy with all the tools 
you need at hand; it 
really helps motivation 
when you don’t have 
to go digging around 
under the sink.”

Tending to the neglected 
areas of the home

The folks at Molly Maid have some tips for doing a thorough 

spring cleaning, including drycleaning the drapes, de-cluttering 

every flat surface and tidying up the kitchen.
Submitted photos

BLINDS FOR LESS
BLINDS FOR LESS
BLINDS FOR LESS
Our clients have been repeating our 
name to all their friends. You will to!

BEST SELECTION
BEST SERVICE

MOST
KNOWLEDGEABLE

SALES STAFF
40 Years of Combined Experience

GET YOUR BEST QUOTE FROM THE 
COMPETITION , THEN CALL US

YOU’LL PAY 5% LESS
GUARANTEED!
604.589.3550
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www.604GoodGuy.com

Call 604-GOOD-GUY
(604-466-3489)

to schedule your tune up.

A $40 off coupon for your 1st furnace or boiler tune up!

Get $40 OFF
on TUNE UPS until June 30, 2012.

*Reg $179-$219. Only for customers who have never had 

maintenance performed by Good Guys before.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

✔

✔

✔

Save up to $1500 on a new high 
effi ciency heating & cooling system 
with the LiveSmart BC program. 

Save even more by adding Lennox 
rebates up to $1375, available for 
system installations completed by
June 1, 2012.

A high effi ciency furnace might not be right for you, as they can be very hard to 
install in some homes. The easier to install middle effi ciency furnaces can no 
longer be imported into Canada, but we still have a limited number in stock.

to replace your
furnace, boiler or

air conditioner

Why

NOW
is the time
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By Maggie Calloway

Is there any other single product that does as many jobs 
as fencing? It protects your children from the traffic and 
drowning in the swimming pool, protects your veggie garden 
from marauding animals (dream on!) and separates your 
property from your neighbours, among many other things. 
Not only are there dozens of reasons for installing a fence, 
there are also dozens of types and styles to choose from. 

We all drool over photos of the thriving vegetable and 
flower garden surrounded by a whimsical fence and gate 
complete with roses, but this is not what we are about today. 
We want to see what’s available in robust but stylish metal 
fencing that will do the job, is very low maintenance, and will 
enhance the curb appeal of your home. Not a lot to ask is it?

Not according to Ken Scherk of Steelguard Fence Ltd.
“My very first advice to any home owner with a pool who 

wants to fence is to check with their local municipality bylaw; 
each municipality requirements are different,” says Scherk. 
“Usually when you request a permit for a pool they will 
have specs for fencing. Keep in mind these specs are for the 

minimum required but we can tell them what 
it will take to keep the family safe.”

Have you noticed the black metal fencing 
appearing over the last few years? It used to 
be a chain-link fence was either a natural 
steel or white and pretty industrial in 
appearance. Now there are different types 
of chain-link fencing available that you can 
place anywhere. The black chain-link almost 
disappears into the background. The other 
great thing about the new black fencing is 
that it is almost maintenance-free, it doesn’t 
show dirt unlike white or natural, and once 
installed it will last almost forever, since a 
hose or the rain will wash off any dirt.

The wire on a chain-link fence is coated 
with PVC with a UV rating which will stand 
up to ultra-violet light for decades. The posts 
are galvanized pipe over which there is a 
powder-coated finish, the same type of finish 
on a barbeque, so it will last for decades.

Fencing has come a long way 
from plain chain-link

There are many types of fencing available for every type of project, from a modern 

metal railing, above, to new black chain-link, below.
Submitted photos

Black marks 
and drips 
could be hiding water 
damage that can lead to 
major structural problems 
and expensive repairs. Get your 
gutters checked today!

BOOK A 
PROFESSIONAL 

INSPECTION BEFORE 
JUNE 15TH AND 

SAVE 50% OFF THE COST!  
Homeowners will receive a full 
written assessment about their
hidden gutter system to help prevent 
extensive damage and costly future
repairs if left unchecked.

SERVING VANCOUVERRVV
LOWER MAINLAND SINCEE 19989

“Professional 
fast service.” 

~ Dave Clarke  

Great Work! 
Thank you.” 

~  Joy from 

Surrey, BC

Are your gutters leaking 
inside your 

home?

L

SAVE50%

Arpella Fabric Awning Ltd.

Custom Made Quality
Retractable & Stationary Shades

for Patios • Sundecks • Windows • Doors
Canopies & Solar Screens

www.arpella.com
#208 6333 148 Street, Surrey, BC • 604.729.2111

European Elegance and Styling

Collins Bros. PAINTING
19294 78th avenue, surrey | 778.298.0836

www.collinsbrothers.ca
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By Maggie Calloway

Here’s a skill testing question for you: what 
was built starting in AD 122 by the Romans 
as a defensive fortification, is 122 kilometres 
long, and still has a significant portion existing 
today?

Hadrian’s Wall, which was made a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 1987. It was made of 
stones and is built entirely in England, not on 
the border with Scotland as is frequently stated. 
The wall was the most heavily fortified border 
in the Roman Empire, and is now the most 
popular tourist destination in northern Europe. 
It’s been described as the most important 
monument built by the Romans in Britain by 
England’s heritage association. 

What other building material would still be 
standing almost 2,000 years other than the most 
natural of material? As Ronald Hernandez, 
owner of Cabana Masonry, says, “Building with 
masonry is a timeless art form that goes back 
to the great Egyptian pyramids, Greek temples 
and Roman cities. Many of these structures are 
still standing today. Masonry has always been 
the choice for enduring, natural beauty.”

Growing up in El Salvador, Hernandez has 
always been naturally skilled at working with 
his hands. As a young boy he liked to build his own toys from 
the leftover materials from his dad’s blacksmith shop. It was 
this creative mentality, along with the love of seeing his work 
come to life, that eventually led him to pursue masonry.

“You can turn an almost-unusable property into a very 
striking landscape by well-placed retaining walls, and the 
most plain home into something special with steps, walls, 
walkways and brick cladding,” he says. “Sometimes walls are 
not just for retaining but to gain more usable space, especially 
on large properties with pretty steep slopes. By putting in walls 
and maybe building a patio, suddenly you have extended the 
property.”

The choice of stone is vast and finding a style of stone and 

wall to fit your unique needs is certainly 
doable. If your choice is to tackle the job 
yourself, Cabana Masonry has dedicated part 
of its website to comprehensive do-it-yourself 
instructions from how to lay pavers to a 
garden wall installation guide to how to build 
block walls.

Hernandez also has a guide on how to 
clean your existing brick cladding and 
brick walls, which he says can be spoiled by 
improper care. 

As generous as Hernandez is on his 
website, I say treat yourself with the real 
McCoy. I don’t thing you’ll regret it!

Retaining the natural 
beauty of a stone wall

There are many reasons to install a stone retaining wall, from 

the purely aesthetic to keeping your sloping  terraced garden in 

check or building a beautiful patio.
Submitted photos

mrfi replace.com

Your imagination is the
only limitation.
FIREGEAR has made customized fi respaces 
easier than ever with the Key West Built-In 
Burner system. With endless design 
possibilities, landscapers, architects and 
homeowners love the ease of installation 
and the amazing burn. Choose from our 30” 
or 60” system for your outdoor living space.

Outdoor living neverOutdoor living never
looked so inviting!looked so inviting!

MORE THAN JUST 
FIREPLACES

702-13377-78th Ave | Surrey BC | 604.591.2261

Your life,our style, your address!

A better barbequeA better barbequeTMTM experience. experience.

SABER SS 500SABER SS 500
votedvoted  Best Gas Grill in its class.Best Gas Grill in its class.  
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P: 604.710.8485 
www.accurite.ca

 Income Suites

 Media Rooms

 Family/Rec Rooms

 Kitchens & Baths

Call us for a

FREE 
WRITTEN 
QUOTE

“The Basement Experts”

Unfi nished Basement?
Remodelling your existing basement?

Compare our Cost, Quality & Customer Service.

You’ll be glad you did!

By Maggie Calloway

Remember when the washer and dryer 
were automatically banished to a dark corner 
of the basement? Well, no more! Laundry 
rooms are now not just any room, but a 
designed room. Doing laundry is now an 
experience, with top-end appliances, drying 
racks, linen storage, granite counters and 
marble backsplashes.

I must admit I approve of this 
metamorphosis; doing laundry was always 
such a grim but necessary chore. Having the 
right tools to do a great job applies to this job 
as well as any other, and a dedicated room 
fully kitted out is a wonderful thing.

So what makes not just a stylish room but 
one that works well? Looks are important 
but not as important as workability. Think 
through the process: where are the soiled 
clothes stored? If you have side-by-side 
appliances make sure the doors open the right 
way; you don’t want to be loading the dryer 
over the door of the washer. Each should 
open in the opposite direction so a clear inner 
space is formed. Shelving for laundry soap, 
bleach and such should be above the washer 
and dryer but high enough to allow you to use 
the top of each appliance as counter space if 
you are in a small room. And let’s not forget 
the ironing board; you need enough space to 
comfortably put up the board and an installed 
rod to hang up finished items. This rod is also 
great for drying hand-washed delicates.

Interior designer Marlene Bourque of 
High Design works with John Friswell of 
CCI Renovations on many of his projects 
including laundry rooms.

“This last laundry room we worked on was 
originally an office on the main floor of the 
home. We had room here to put the washer, 
dryer and sink, etc. on one side of the room 

and a linen closet on the other which left lots 
of room for an ironing board,” says Bourque. 
“This is a family with young children so 
having the laundry room on the main floor 
made great sense. Having lots of storage in a 
laundry room is a great luxury.”

If your laundry room is small, installing 
closed upper cabinets could feel confining. 
Think about open shelving with attractive 
baskets. Old-time ceiling drying racks are 
back, somewhat sleeker in design but still 
doing the same job of drying clothes in an 

environmental way. Steal an idea from the 
garage and install a wall-mounted storage 
system; it gets everything up off the floor 
and, done properly, can look quite chic.

One thing I love in a laundry room is a 
very deep sink, again just like the old days, 
in which you can do many things, from 
leaving items to soak to washing the dog.

This is one room in the house where you 
can go a little wild with great coloured walls, 
maybe some wallpaper and let’s not forget a 
T.V. to help with the ironing. Why not?

Dedicating a room to the art of 
washing clothes not unusual

Laundry rooms are no longer hidden corners of the house where you dread visiting. Now, thanks 

to new innovations in design, it’s easy to drop in a load of laundry and get on with your day.
Submitted photos
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carburetion systems so they are much easier to start. You 
can now push a button to prime and the fuel is available 
immediately to the combustion chamber, no more pulling and 
pulling hoping the engine will catch,” he says. “In my opinion 
they have designed the system so they will start almost 
immediately and are much cleaner burning.”

If you have a larger property or a property that has a sloping 
lawn, a self-propelled gas mower is the way to go unless you 
want to fold pushing a lawnmower into your exercise program.

Like all things in life, as Chrzanecki says, there is good, 
better and best and the world of lawnmowers is no different.

“You have your basic steel deck push mower; a little better 
unit would still be a gas mower, still with a steel deck but may 
be self-propelled and mulch, which is a good thing; mulching 
is good for your lawn. As you get up the scale you get to a Toro 
model which they call a super mulcher. It’s an aluminum deck 
so the deck will not rot; it’s a 25-year machine if looked after.”

Once you have sorted out what you need in the way of a 
mower, you need to take care of it if you want it to last and 
perform at the top of its game. Dana Nicholson, the full-
time mechanic at Foreshore, has 25 years experience with 
lawnmowers of every stripe.

“My advice to everyone with a mower is to really watch 
which fuel they use and how they use it. The fuel we have from 
the pump has a very short shelf life; just a 
few weeks before it starts to break down. 
I recommend, as most people will have 
to buy fuel from a gas station, (buying) 
premium fuel with no ethanol and only 
buy a gallon at a time,” says Nicholson. “I 
know it’s inconvenient but unlike fuel in 
our cars which gets used up quickly, gas sits 
in a lawnmower for weeks and sometimes 
months. If possible, buy Aspen fuel from 
a store specializing in lawnmowers or 
power tools; this fuel is refined down so far 
it is very clean burning with a long shelf 
life. The other piece of advice is to keep 
the blades sharp and clean. Look after the 
mower and it will do a good job for you.”

Pushing a mower could be an 
exercise regimen in itself

Al Chrzanecki, above, of Foreshore Equipment and Supply is a fan of the new gas 
mowers. Dana Nicholson, right, has been fixing lawnmowers for 25 years, and 
says his top tip is to watch what kind of fuel you use.

Martin Knowles photos

1-877-707-7427 www.naturallightpatiocovers.com

Contact Steve at 604-857-1702 or stevel.nlpc@gmail.com

Patio Covers and Enclosures
Enjoy maintenance-free outdoor living, all year long

Turn your sun-baked and rain-soaked patio into a cool, dry, sun-lit outdoor living space! 

ACRYLITE  acrylic sheets and roofing systems give you the ultimate protection from the 
weather, blocking 100% of UV and letting you enjoy the outdoors in unequaled comfort.

Ask about our 30 year warranty!
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Making over a North Vancouver house to turn it into a modern, 
family-friendly paradise

The new kitchen, above, features a 

mosaic white marble tile backsplash 

and Caesarstone countertops. The 

homeowners were intimately involved 

in the whole process of choosing a 

design for their home, from deciding 

on storage spaces to choosing the 

colour of the stone. The bathroom, 

left, now includes a modern vanity and 

toilet, in addition to new flooring and a 

sleek, modern sink.
Martin Knowles photos

By Maggie Calloway

As we so often find, here is a family who loves their North Shore 
neighbourhood but the house, approximately fifty years old with one partial 
renovation in the 1990s, was tired.

Enter Kennedy Crawford Design of North Vancouver who designed the 
project, specifically Catherine Brown, who worked with the family very closely 
during both the design and building process. David Adair of Blackfish Homes 
and Construction, also based in North Vancouver, was brought into the project to 
do the actual build.

“This is a family of four who enjoyed their home but the whole main floor 
needed a major renovation to bring it up to today’s standards,” says Adair. “We 
virtually pulled apart the whole main floor. The original main floor consisted 
of much the same rooms in the same place. They had a pretty big garage with 
a small flex space; they weren’t really using this space so we took over a section 
of the garage and extended it to make a mudroom entry. In the family room we 
pushed the back wall, the TV wall, back right to the exterior wall to create the 
space we needed.”

The original flooring was a mixture of tile, vinyl and carpet; this was unified 
throughout most of the rooms with hardwood, which made a huge difference. 
Vinyl tile was used in the new powder room and mudroom. 

“In the formal living room the floor was leveled to match of the rest of the area. 
The fireplace is original but the hearth and pedestal had to be adjusted to the new 
level of the floor,” Adair says. “The rest of it was just freshening up with new wall 
colour, addition of wallpaper, new ceiling fan and lighting. The dining room had 
a French door from the hallway so we opened everything up to make the flow 
better. We brought the new flooring through and again just freshened everything 
up with new wall colour, wallpaper, lighting.”

The powder room is a good size, but it was gutted and the flooring once again 
brought through. The new modern vanity and toilet match the new style; there 
are no jarring accents just a smooth flow to all the rooms including this one.

The kitchen and family room is perfect for this family. This is definitely the 
heart of the home where everyone spends their time. 

“We really enjoyed this whole project. The family was excellent to work with,” 
Brown says. “Our client had a very good handle on what she wanted to achieve, 
particularly regarding the kitchen. She knew very clearly how she wanted to 
function in that space and how she wanted it to work for her family, then left it to 
us to bring it to life, giving feedback as the project proceeded.”

This kitchen is one of Brown’s favourites.
“This is a very large space. You can make spaces look too modern so we like to 

bring in pieces to soften them, give them more warmth; the barn door was part of 
bringing in interest,” Brown says. “We really like to find unique pieces; the island 
is an example of this. We had the design in our mind then had to go and find the 
right piece with a little bit of the traditional about it. The beautiful stone on the 
island is a real stand out with the distinctive lines. The funny thing is we had that 
exact pattern in our original drawings so it was great to find the exact match. 
We used Caesarstone on the surrounding counters and the backsplash above the 
stove is a mosaic white marble which adds a bit of an interesting accent. The stove 
is Fisher & Pykel, the jewel of the kitchen.”

Brown says the client was good about communicating her master plan for the 
kitchen and how she wanted to use the space, which made her job easier.

“Every bit of the kitchen and family room, from the wall of storage cupboards 
with so much detail in the cabinetry, to the fabric chosen, to the colour of the 
stone, it all had to work together.  We have an eye for detail right down to the 
hardware on the barn door to the faucets, the tile, every single detail is gone 
through so there are no jarring notes and everything flows,” she says.

I must say I love the barn door in the kitchen. I’ve seen them used before but 
often the room just can’t carry the size and heft but in this instance, with such a 
large space, it makes sense and looks spectacular. There is no doubt the success of 
this project is in how the family uses the whole space.

The family room is perfect for relaxing or entertaining. Directly off the kitchen, the 

back wall was pushed back to open up the space and allow for more room. The 

television is now mounted on the wall and smart storage solutions appear all over 

the house.
Martin Knowles photo

The new living room includes the original fireplace, above. The hearth and pedestal were adjusted to match the 

new height of the flooring, and wallpaper was added to freshen up the room. The new eating area in the kitchen, 

below, features a beautiful view outside and complements the new backsplash and countertops.
Martin Knowles photos
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We do.

 - 7260 EDMONDS STREET 604 524-9771

- 16659 FRASER HIGHWAY 604 576-2955

 - 21213 LOUGHEED HIGHWAY

 - 1160 EAST 3RD 604 684-1892

 - 3165 KING GEORGE BLVD

 - 7111 ELMBRIDGE WAY 604 273-4606

 - 6965 KING GEORGE BLVD 604 591-5050

 - 2798 BARNET HIGHWAY 604 944-1655

 - 425 LEBLEU 604 931-2085

 - 34530 MCCONNELL RD 604 504-5000

 - 45656 YALE ROAD WEST 604 792-1351

By Maggie Calloway

There is no getting around it, painting the 
exterior of your home is a big job whether 
you decide to tackle it yourself or hire a 
contractor. We have all heard of curb appeal, 
and the quality of the paint job, the colours 
you choose and where you put each colour 
can make the difference between a stunning 
exterior and one that just doesn’t work.

If you decide to paint it yourself, know 
that preparation is 80 per cent of the job. 
Tedious as it may be, taking the time to prep 
means your house will look great and the job 
will last. Make sure the wood is dry. In our 
climate it pays to wait until we have enjoyed 
a long string of sunny days, as painting over 
wet wood creates a world of problems, not 
the least of which is the new paint forming 
blisters. If you are painting over old paint, 
scrape off flakes with a wire brush and clean 
the surface. If there are bare patches, prime 
before painting. Check to see what kind of 
paint was used previously then take advice 
from the paint store about which paint to use. 
Buy the best paint you can afford; this is not 
the time to be frugal. You want your home to 
look fantastic now and for years to come.

Is there an art in picking paint colours? 
Heidi Nyline of Warline Painting certainly 
believes so.

“We have been fortunate to be hired to 
paint the exteriors of the ‘Painted Ladies’, 
the four heritage houses on West 10th (in 
Vancouver) and you can imagine how jarring 
it would be to get the colour balance wrong,” 
she says. “The colours are very bright and 
different on each house; they really make a 
statement.”

We have all agonized over paint colours, 
especially for the exterior. It’s not like making 
a colour mistake in the dining room which 
can be remedied in a day. Nyline says the 
problem is people are trying to make colour 
choices from a two- by two-inch paint chip, 

which is impossible.
“You stand in a paint store and stare 

at thousands of colours, how are you 
supposed to put colours together?” 
Nyline says. “First, take note of 
everything you can’t change; the roof 
colour and the colour of the stonework, 
the colour or your window trim if they 
are vinyl, etc. Next, (look at) the natural 
surroundings. If you have a ton of trees 
around the house that green foliage will 
impact how colour looks on your house. 
For instance, if you use paint with a red 
undertone on a north-facing house with 
lots of trees, in a certain light the house 
will have a slightly pink look to it. You 
have to paint large five-feet by five-feet 
samples of your preferred colour range 
on (a) board to get the proper impact of 
that colour on your house.”

The moral of this story is take time. 
Time to do proper prep work, time to 
properly chose appropriate colours, 
time to do the best job possible, or hire 
someone who cares enough to do the 
same.

Brightening up your life with heritage paint

Heidi Nyline of Warline Painting believes that there is 

an art to choosing paint colours, whether they’re for 

Vancouver’s “Painted Ladies”, left and below, or for a 

suburban home in need of a new look, below left.
Submitted photos
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Receive up to  

$2,900 
in Government Grant and York Rebates.

Stay cool this  
summer with 

> LiveSmart Rebate: $1600
> Manufacturer’s Rebate: $1300  
    (on select systems)

Rebate Amounts Are Based  
On Qualifying Affinity Home  
Comfort System.

www.classaheating.ca

Please Call 
1-877-795-2173  
For A Free EstimateClass A  

Heating and Air Conditioning Ltd.  

Do Not  
Pay Until 

Fall Of  
2012
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