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EXPERT ADVICE 

SAVE THE HST ON WINDOWS & DOORS*

* Offer ends May 31st, 2011. Some conditions apply. Please quote HW2011-001 to take advantage of this offer. **O.A.C. Minimum contract value of $5,000

604.697.5700
homeworks.ca/promotions
Burnaby, Port Moody, Victoria

• Full Lifetime Warranty • ENERGY STAR®

• Trusted Installers • Established for over 30 years

No Interest & No Payments for 6 Months**

Making 
an attic 
amazing
Ever thought about that musty, 
dusty storage space called an 
attic? What about creating a 
new space that is better-looking 
as well as functional? My House 
Design/Build Team shows that 
attics can be converted into 
fantastic suites that can add 
value to the home and also, 
become a mortgage-helper for 
the homeowners. ‘We basically 
used every nook and cranny,’ 
says My House managing direc-
tor Graeme Huguet.   ›› p.3

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

 Th e Yorke family had been happy in their 
Maple Ridge home.

Th ey loved the neighbourhood and especially, 
their neighbours. Th eir two teenagers were doing 

well in school and their friends were nearby.
Th e only problem was that their children were 

not toddlers anymore and the family room/
kitchen area just wasn’t confi gured right for the 
teens and their friends to hang out, which was 
important to the family. Th e outdoor space off  
the family/great room, though not a big space, 
also needed an overhaul. 

Susan Yorke, a hands-on mom who makes all 
visitors feel extremely welcome, says it was an 

easy decision to renovate, aft er the family looked 
at all options.

“My husband and I want our kids and their 
friends to feel welcome here, but we felt we had 
outgrown the house,” she says.

“We looked at other homes in Maple Ridge 
but keep coming back to the realization we just 
didn’t want to leave this home and neighbours 

Reno: style that works at home
Deciding to renovate instead of 
making a move pays off for Yorkes

Susan Yorke and her family needed a 
new home but didn’t want to move. 
Now, after a renovation by Frontier 

Homes, they love their home even more 
than before. Martin Knowles  photo

TRICIA LESLIE

B.C. has extremely talented 
people working in residential con-
struction.

At the recent Canadian Home 
Builders’ Association SAM awards 
(national) and CHBA BC Georgie 
Awards (provincial), locals in the 
industry were in the winners’ circle 
more often than not.

Indeed, British Columbian 
companies took home 13 out of 22 
SAM Awards (with seven going to 
Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ 
Association members), while GVHBA 
members took home a total of 32 of 
the 45 Georgies awarded.

CHBA BC president Vicki Gerrits 
said this year’s winners are “truly the 
cream of the crop” and noted all win-
ners are “defi ned by high standards, 
innovative ideas and a commitment 
to excellence.”

In renovation categories, My 
House Design/Build Team proved a 
national and provincial winner, win-
ning one SAM and several Georgie 
Awards, including the Georgie for

Big awards
for B.C. 
renovators

CONTINUED ON P.4CONTINUED ON P.9

Pizza please. A South Surrey 
homeowner can now enjoy 

meals fresh from his outdoor 
oven thanks to a renovation 

that includes a covered 
outdoor entertainment area 

that can be used
year-round  ›› p.2
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Mortgage Advice delivered

The Robertson Family’sThe Robertson Family’s
Kitchen Idea Centre Ltd.

Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations

604.278.3774
#106-3860 Jacombs Rd., Richmond, BC

www.kitchenideacentre.com
SHOWROOM HOURS:  9:30AM - 5:00PM MON-FRI   • 10AM - 3PM SAT

#12–228 Schoolhouse St.,
Coquitlam, BC

604.522.3774

Serving You Serving You 
Since 1976 

• Custom Cabinets 
• Kitchen Renovations

• Cabinet Refacing
• Bathroom Renovations
• Design to Completion 

• Interior Decoration Services

Celebrating
The Opening of

Our Coquitlam Store

BUY NOW
TO AVOID THE HST

See us for details.

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Foodies who enjoy watching TV chef Jamie 
Oliver pull mouth-watering fare from his 
garden pizza oven are likely green with envy. 
Th ey may even dream of entertaining friends 
and family around their own outside din-
ing table, especially with the latest delectable 
creation from a new backyard oven.

Well, the MacEwens did just that.
On a trip to Italy, the MacEwen family 

experienced food served directly from an out-
door traditional brick oven and they were – 
from that moment – smitten, and determined 
to create the same on their property at home 
in South Surrey.

As luck would have it, the MacEwens were 
having renovation work done on their home 
that included a large outdoor space. 
Th is huge covered area, purposely 
built for relaxing at the end of busy 
work days, was a perfect spot to 
add a fi replace to take the nip out 
of cool evenings – and possibly, the 
dreamed-of pizza oven. 

Bill MacEwen mentioned the pizza 
oven to Bill Farrand, who was already 
working on some indoor stone work for 
the renovation.

“As luck would have it, (Bill) Farrand was 
also scheduled to take a trip to Italy and 

decided he would do some research on 
authentic brick ovens while enjoying 

Tuscany,” MacEwn says.
And magic was born.
Farrand, a business owner, artist 

and bricklayer who specializes in 
masonry, says it was important for 

him to build an authentic-looking 
Italian outdoor oven “and not a mod-

ern interpretation.”
“I designed both the outdoor oven and the 

fi replace, (but) not to match perfectly; each 
should have a personality, but belong to-
gether,” Farrand says. “Th is was my fi rst pizza 
oven,” he says, but notes he has built outdoor 
ovens before, “but never using bought inter-
nal components of a pizza oven, which are 
quite diff erent (than products available here).”

Judging from how happy the MacEwen 
family is, the pizza oven is a great success.

“We are so thrilled with the oven,” MacE-
wen says. “We’re seriously considering putting 
one at the cottage.”

Th e story doesn’t stop there, however.

Farrand, totally intrigued by his experience 
building the MacEwen’s pizza oven, started 
doing research on fi rms in Italy that manufac-
ture the internal working parts of ovens.

“I went back to Italy, visited a factory, and 
am now bringing in a container load,” Farrand 
says, and adds the experience inspired him to 
start a new branch of his business that focuses 
solely on outdoor ovens.

“For people thinking of building an out-
door kitchen with a barbecue, etc., an outdoor 
oven is a wonderful addition,” Farrand says.

“Th ey are not just for pizza. You can bake 
bread, roast beef, chicken or fi sh, and veg-
etables are wonderful roasted. It opens up a 
whole new cooking experience.”

Farrand’s new company, A Taste of Tuscany, 
will sell the components for clients who wish to 
build their own oven and will also design and 
build ovens for clients who want his expertise.

Move over, Jamie Oliver.

‘We are so 
thrilled with 
the oven’

Bill Farrand with the fi nished space and the 
fi rst pizza from the oven (right). Building an 
authentic Italian outdoor oven has inspired 
Farrand to expand his business. Martin Knowles photos
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House bursting at the seams? Feeling a little 
squeezed? Th inking of creating a mortgage 
helper? Moving is an option, but what about 
expanding into the attic?

An attic conversion, done well, not only has 
the potential to increase the value of the home 
but may be a better – and cheaper – option 
than building an addition.

Th e fi rst thing to do is check with the local 
municipal hall to establish if this is even doable 
under the existing zoning and building codes. 

Asking a local realtor about the conversion 
never hurts, either.

My House Design/Build Team recently com-
pleted a fabulous attic conversion into a one-
bedroom, sun-fi lled rental suite with an ensuite 
bathroom, a separate powder room for guests 
and room for a stacked washer and dryer. Th e 
great room, kitchen, living and dining areas are 
all under a huge, vaulted skylight that lets in 
lots of natural light.

“Most attics feel tight and opening it right 
up to the top makes all the diff erence,” says My 
House Design/Build Team managing director 
Graeme Huguet.

“Th is is a good-sized apartment at 900 
square feet, with its own little eight-by-fi ve 
(feet) balcony off  the kitchen,” he notes.

Th ere is a lot to love in this conversion.
Th e kitchen is spacious and open, and the 

choice of white for the cabinets and the island 
adds to the feeling of space, as does the choice 
of a light wood fl oor. Th e unexpected style 
of the bank of windows adds lots of light but 
also, adds a great design element. It would 
have been easy to be a bit pedestrian with the 

windows but that is not My House Design/
Build Team’s style, and the careful placement of 
windows creating dual aspects is clever.

“Even though this suite is modestly fur-
nished and fi nished, it is done in the heritage 
style, which fi ts into the (Vancouver) Dunbar 
neighbourhood,” Huguet says.

“Looking at the fi nished exterior of this 
home, you can’t tell there has been major 
interior renovation. Th e exterior is smart and 
appropriate to the style of the home.”

Th e big skylight in the attic suite cannot be 
seen from the exterior, he adds, so there is no 
distraction.

Th is attractive, renovated space was previ-
ously used for storage and an adult could only 
stand up in the middle of the room because of 
the sloped roof.

Th e trusses were removed and the whole 
roof was reframed to make it vaulted; while the 
city would not allow changes to the roofl ine or 
height, Huguet explains that by gutting the at-
tic and re-framing it, he and his team were able 
to get the most volume out of the space.

“We basically used every nook and cranny. 

Th ere is not a piece wasted in that space,” Hu-
guet says. “We were able to build in extra stor-
age, up above the master bedroom, bathroom 
and hallway ... we then installed a pull-down 
ladder so that they can access the area.”

He notes the key to the new space is how 
it was insulated, by using a product called 
lcynene insulation, an open-cell spray foam 
insulation that allowed them to insulate the 
actual ceiling.

“Normally when you go into an attic, it’s the 
fl oor that is insulated and the ceiling is cold,” 
says Huguet. “What this product allows us to 
do is create a warm-edge ceiling, which means 

we could get the vaulted ceiling, but also by us-
ing it up in the storage area – it creates a warm 
space, which makes it more usable.”

Th e result? A stylish, practical renovation 
– reminiscent of a chic New York loft  with its 
huge 12x8 skylight – that adds value to the 
home while still fi tting into the existing neigh-
bourhood.

What more could a homeowner want?

Before and after photos show how an 
attic can go from drab to fab.

Attics: so 
much more 
than storage

BEFORE

AFTER

searsfloor.ca

11926  227th St, 
Maple Ridge 

604-463-7221

MAPLE RIDGE 
LIGHTING 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
• Quality of service • Courteous staff

• Knowledgeable sales people
• Competitive prices

• Sears guarantee of satisfaction†

†Ask sales associate for details.SALE ON NOW! Until April 30, 2010

FLOORING 
SALE
Until March 24/11

SPRING
RENO

60%OFF

INTEGRITY®

CARPET

SELECTED

Soft Touch
Carpet

45 oz.

Handscraped 
Maple 

Hardwood

Sobella
Supreme

Vinyl
Berber
Carpet

12mm
Laminate

$179

$449

$24999¢$179

sq. ft.

sq. ft.

sq. ft.sq. ft.sq. ft.

*On approved credit. Minimum purchase of $2,500. Annual interest rate of 9.99% applies from date of 
purchase for 60 months. An equal payment must be made each month. See Installment Agreement 

for more details. **Points are awarded on net purchase. Earn 2 points per $1 spent at Sears. 
Point calculation is based on the standard earning of 1 base point per $1 spent on every transaction. 

Excludes Sears Gift Cards and services including delivery and insurance.
Sears is a registered trademark of Sears, licensed for use in Canada. MasterCard® and the 
MasterCard Brand Mark are registered trademarks of MasterCard International Incorporated. 

© 2011 Sears Canada Inc.

When you use your Sears Financial™ Credit Card to 
purchase installed fl oor coverings and custom window 

coverings at Sears Floor Covering Centres.

Take 5 years  to pay*   PLUS
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Residential Renovator of the Year. 
CCI Renovations, VictorEric 

Design Group, maison d’etre design/
build inc., Tom Bakker Design and 
Artisan Construction are among the 
many other local renovation winners; 
top builders that received awards 
include ParkLane Homes (Grand 
SAM Award), Portrait Homes, 
Concert Properties and Quiniscoe 
Homes, among many others (view a 
full list of Georgie winners at http://
www.georgieawards.ca and a full list 
of SAM winners at http://www.chba.
ca/members-area/your-chba/sam-
awards/2010.aspx).

Several GVHBA members were 
honoured in other SAM catego-
ries, including South Ridge 
Developments’ Gary Friend 
(Beaver Award for most 
outstanding builder mem-
ber in Canada), while TD 
Financial Group’s Ross 
Gurney won the Maple 
Leaf award (for most 
outstanding non-builder 
member in Canada).

Two other GVHBA members, 
Green Sheet Construction Data’s Si-
mone Sunderland and maison d’etre 
design/build inc.’s Rob Capar, were 
named recipients of CHBA Awards 
of Honour for their service and dedi-
cation at the local level.

GVHBA president and CEO Peter 

Simpson also took home the Ken 
McKinlay and Susan Chambers 
awards, for excellence in commu-
nication and for most outstanding 

“initiation and development 
of non-dues sources of 

revenue,” presented each 
year to local or pro-
vincial chief executive 
officers.

“I was honoured and 
humbled to receive both 

awards this year,” Simp-
son says.
He notes the GVHBA’s 

renOVATION awards, an annual 
event, are coming up on April 15 in 
Vancouver.

“Our homes and renovations are 
the envy of North America and we 
should be taking every opportunity 
to publicly celebrate our members’ 
achievements.” 

B.C. talent wins 
big with SAMs 
and Georgies
CONTINUED FROM P.1

A crowd of B.C. residential construction professionals await the announcement of the Georgie Awards.

Maison d’etre design/build’s Rob 
Capar with a Georgie Award. Martin 

Knowles photos

BRINGING 
GEORGIE 

HOME

Welcome to Your Home Renovation and 
Home Improvement Dreams Come True

Our goal is to execute top caliber
workmanship at afforable prices

107-20050 Steward Crescent, Maple Ridge
caliberwestcontracting.com

604-764-9594

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Home Renovations 
Home Improvement 
Contracting
Painting 
Landscaping 
Stonework 
Windows 

Doors 
Kitchens 
Bathrooms 
Flooring 
Decks 
Outdoor Entertaining 

www.budgetblinds.ca

® #108 - 1320 Kingsway Ave., Port Coquitlam

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

See the latest trends in 
Custom Window Coverings

in our 
FREE 2011 DESIGN GUIDE

www.budgetblinds.ca

WWIITTHH CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS 
FROOMM BBBUUDDGGEETT BBLLIINNNDDSS
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WestCoast Moulding and Millwork Ltd. 
general manager John Hutton in a local 
home with the fi nished product.

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Th e staircase, in most homes, is 
dominant. In many cases it is the fi rst 
thing people see when you open your 
front door. In fact, it sets the tone for 
what you expect to see as you venture 
further into the home.

If that is the case it makes sense, 
when planning a major renovation, to 
take great care deciding on the style, 
materials and the quality of construc-
tion when it comes to stairs.

John Hutton, general manager at 
Westcoast Moulding and Millwork, 
says it is “vitally” important that the 
staircase suit the style of the home.

“For instance, a large, curved 
staircase, which is very expensive to 
produce, needs to be in a home with 
a fairly large entrance hall,” he says. 
“Th is style needs the space to be prop-
erly appreciated.”

Th ere are so many styles to choose 
from, whether elaborate helix-design 
stairs, straight stairs, curved stairs, 
modern, wrought iron or wood. 
Westcoast Moulding and Millwork has 

expert stair technicians and craft s-
men who work directly off  building 
plans or, can visit a site to take exact 
measurements.

Th e company designs every staircase 
it produces, and Hutton notes that 
clients are involved in the process right 
from the beginning.

“Th is is important, as the style of the 
staircase must fi t seamlessly into the 
rest of the design,” he says.

“It is also at this point, if the renova-
tion includes other millwork such as 
mouldings, (where) we tie in this part 
of the design to the staircase millwork. 
Th e work in the home should fl ow 
throughout.”

Th e best bet is to contract with a 
company that specializes in this very 
exacting process, rather than perhaps, 
ordering oak stairs online only to 
eventually, receive poorly made ply-
wood stairs – an actual scenario that 
aired on a popular home renovation 
TV show.

Westcoast not only renders a plan 
view and 3D drawings to make sure 
everyone involved is on the same 
page, but also, pre-assembles the stairs 
in their factory to ensure the quality 
control is up to their standards and 
enables an effi  cient installation.

Th is coupling of the latest computer 
and production technology with their 
quality craft smanship ensures the cli-
ent receives a product of which they’ll 
be proud.

Step it up with 
stairs that suit 
your home’s style

DELUXE BERBER CARPET
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Th e interior of a local beach-front 
home has been perfectly designed 
to refl ect time and place. It’s easy to 
imagine yourself going for a walk on 
the beach, then coming home to this 
peaceful oasis of calm.

Oft en, beach homes can be jarring 
if the external and interior design 
are too heavy for the location. Th is 
is not the place for dark beams and 
heavy drapery.  Th e tones used in this 
beach home, whose interiors were 
designed by Good Space Design, 
blend seamlessly from the interior to 
the outside sand and surf. Sometimes 
a neutral palette can be fl at but here, 
the designers used diff erent textures 
in a variety of ways: a basket fi lled 
with spheres, the countertops, 
art with a subtle addition of 
colour and bar stools that 
add a touch of the indus-
trial.

Brent Neave, a partner in 
the design fi rm Good Space 
Design, is justifi ably proud 
of the work his team did on this 
fabulous home.

“Th is space, with the neutral palette, 
works wonderfully for spring and fall,” 
Neave says. “When the temperature 
dips, it is easy to warm up the cush-
ions, maybe add a jewel-toned, heavy, 
textured throw, (or) change the rug if 
a person wishes and suddenly you still 
have a relaxing space, but with a touch 
of colour to counter the rainy, grey 
days of winter.”

Many homeowners decide to 

renovate their home and need a total 
overall plan, but because of budget 
constraints, they want to proceed 
at their own pace. Th ey are realistic 

about what kind of time they have 
available for a DIY (do-it-

yourself) project and their 
personal money fl ow, but are 
concerned about diving in, 
room-by-room, and ending 
up with a hodge podge of 

rooms that don’t fl ow together 
and feel off -balance.
Th is is where the beauty of the 

other service Good Space Design of-
fers, Th e Good Space Plan, is perfect. 

Gather up all those magazine clip-
pings, photos, and wish lists and get 
ready for the magic. Clients get the 
advantage of a top-fl ight group of inte-
rior design professionals who will pull 
together a comprehensive design plan 
tailored exclusively to each home, the 
way the clients live in their home, and 

Good Space Design’s Dwaina Sprague, 
Lauren Webb, Josephina Puharich and 
Brent Neave (L-R) in the design studio. 
The team designs clients’ home
interiors but also helps them do 
it themselves. Martin Knowles photos

Good Space, 
great results

Design elements can add diff erent 
textures to a room (above).

CONTINUED ON P.8

DESIGN
MADE EASY

SPRING FREE EVENT
Ask me

Why someone who 
has never had an ache

or a pain is in
LOVE with his bed

MEMORY FOAM LATEX

Pressure relieving 5 lb 
memory foam mattress

 A “greener” mattress greener””””r”r”r”r””r”r”r”r”r”rr””r”rr”r”””r”r”r”r”””””” mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ttttatttress
made from latex and soy foam

Queen Mattress only
$649

Are you tired from your old springy mattress?

You spend 1/3 of your life in bed: make sure 
you are getting the right support and comfort!

Twin, Double and King also Sale Priced!

DO NOT PAYDO NOT PAYuntil Sept. 2011until Sept. 2011
OACOAC
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22239 Lougheed Hwy., Maple Ridge 604-466-4252    
www.sleepshop.ca

centurionwindows.ca   604-833-3055
Proudly Serving Maple Ridge & More

WE STRIVE TO MAINTAIN OUR EXCEPTIONAL
100% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION TRACK RECORD

REPLACING WINDOWS?
Want to keep your house warmer in winter and cooler in the summer?
Centurion Windows and Doors is your window replacement specialist!

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

NO COMMISSIONED 
SALESMEN!
Your Sales Team is also your Installation Crew.
Our Continuity of Service is how we maintain 
100% customer satisfaction and how you 
receive the best experience possible.

OUR EXCEPPPTTTIIIONAL

UP TOUP TO
$$60 REBATE60 REBATE

PER WINDOWPER WINDOW
ON QUANTITIES OFON QUANTITIES OF

5 OR MORE5 OR MORE**

ASK US FOR DETAILSASK US FOR DETAILS
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Your fi replace specialist...
11834 226th St. Maple Ridge • 604-467-2200 • www.warmhearth.ca

WINNER OF THE BEST FIREPLACE STORE 9 Years in a Row!

Warm HearthWarm Hearth

Regency Horizon HZ54E shown with stainless steel faceplate, 
black enamel refl ective panels and black crystals.

add style to your home 
with a fireplace

introducing the Regency Horizon™ HZ042
Outdoor Gas Fireplace

Regency Horizon HZ042 shown with stainless steel faceplate.
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the way they want it to look upon completion.
Great attention is given to the treasures you love 

and don’t want to live without but encouragement 
is also given to help you rid yourself of things you 
have outgrown; the massive armoire from great-aunt 
Gertrude may need to fi nd another loving home.

Th is is how the Good Space Plan comes together: 
three meetings are held spanning four key phases of 
putting together each unique plan.

Th e fi rst meeting is the time for a frank discussion 
about what each client wants, what they need and 
what they already have. Th is is also the time to dis-
cuss timelines, fee structure, and what Good Space 
Design’s services entail. Th en there’s a bit of home-
work to do – fi lling in a questionnaire that is part of 
the ‘getting started’ package.

Next is a visit with camera and tape measure in 
hand, along with plenty of questions about how each 
family lives in their space.

Th en, the moment you have been waiting for: a 
presentation of the vision Good Space Design has 
put together for your space. Th e designer walks 
each customer through it step-by-step, answering 
any queries. Th e client is left  with a comprehensive 
binder with extremely detailed instructions and sug-
gestions on every aspect of your project.

Th e fi nal phase is very important – support. As 
you execute your personal design plan, your designer 
is available to answer any questions that may arise.

Th e beauty of this approach to re-design is you, the 
customer, are in charge.

You are a partner in pulling together a design 
that works for you and your family. You may choose 
to just go for it and do everything at once or take 
months or even a couple of years. However you ap-
proach your project, you can be confi dent the end 
result will be something you’ll enjoy for years to 
come, with Good Space’s help.

Neave notes he and his team have been working 
on the Good Space Plan for the past seven years.

“Th e last fi ve years of rolling out the plan has seen 
an amazing response from the public,” he says.

“We have priced this at a point where people can 
aff ord our service. Secondly, it gives them everything 
they need to move forward with their project. Th ey 
have the beginning, the middle, and the end. We love 
it.”

Kitchen stools add some industrial fl air in a local beach house designed by Good Space Design.

Get help to make 
your home sweet
CONTINUED FROM P.6

www.jmins.com
Come visit us in our Pitt Meadows location in 

Meadow Vale Shopping Centre

19174 Lougheed Hwy. Pitt Meadows
604-465-5507
pittmeadows@jmins.com

Keep your Dream Home Insured
When you are about to start renovations in your home, your insurance broker 
needs to know.  New Renovations might affect the value of your home and affect 
your insurance coverage.  It’s always a good idea to include the details of your 
renovations.  Let us help you achieve your perfect dream home!

Contact us for a complete
price and product list.

604-290-8683 or 604-462-8652
email: ATandH@riversand.ca

Providing quality products and excellent service since 1987

located on the Fraser River between Maple Ridge 
& Mission. Our access to dredging of the Fraser 

River allows us to offer unique products.

Including:
• Premium River Sand • River Rock

• Quarry Rock
• Screened Sand (used in septic fi elds)

• Golf Sand • Agriculture Sand
• Turf Blend • Garden Blend Topsoils
• Large landscape Rock • Clean Fill

PICK-UP & DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
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who are good friends. Th at’s when we started 
thinking in earnest about not changing the 
houses but changing how we live in this one.”

Renovating is never an easy process, espe-
cially when the kitchen is involved.

Th e old layout off ered a poor use of space: 
the kitchen island jutted out from the kitchen 
at an odd angle, which intruded into the fam-
ily room.

Th e Yorkes also felt the kitchen was tired 
and the fi replace, located in the corner of the 
room, again ate up way too much space.

A complete overhaul of the backyard was 
also on the wish list. Gone was the need 
for open space to let little legs run and ride 
tricycles in safety and the Yorkes wanted a 
grown-up space to extend the outdoor enter-
taining season.

All together, it was a major project that 
would require a great contractor, designer and 
sub-trade professionals.

Th is is where Jim Severinski’s company, 
Frontier Homes, stepped in.

A Maple Ridge-based builder and renovator 
with a superb reputation, Severinski has the 
added advantage of being local plus a great 
team of sub-trade professionals he has 
worked with for years due to their 
high-quality work.

Severinksi notes Jerry Poole of 
Tuscan Homes and interior designer 
Karen Campbell of Esprit Décor were 
involved in the Yorke renovation, as well 
as a local cabinetry company.

“(We) all had a hand in coming up with 

drawings for the new kitchen, great 
room and the outside entertaining area,” 

he says. “We had a really good feel for what 
the family wanted to achieve, so we collabo-
rated until we had a plan the family loved.”

Everyone involved really took the time to 
understand how the family lived in the home 
day-to-day, how they used the home and what 
they wanted from the renovation, Severinski 
says.

“We love to work this way, with everyone 
feeling free to have input into the project,” he 
says.

Reno solves 
problems 
for Yorkes
CONTINUED FROM P.1

The Yorke fam-
ily didn’t want to 

leave their beloved 
home in a community they 
love, with neighbours and 
friends they hold dear. 
Instead, Frontier Homes 
undertook a home renova-
tion that means the house 
is more functional for the 
family – and also looks 
fantastic. Martin Knowles photos

CONTINUED ON P.10

BEFORE

AFTER

www.nuconceptkitchen.com

The time is right to Renovate and our experienced friendly staff make it easy and affordable. 

COQUITLAM
#2 - 2773 Barnet Hwy., 

(next to Rogers Video)
604.464.4488

PITT MEADOWS
18601 Lougheed Highway

604.465.4585
(formerly Countertop Warehouse)

PORT COQUITLAM
#129 - 1585 Broadway St.

(Head Offi ce)
604.944.7677

NuConcept
     Countertops & 
              Kitchen Centre

Kitchen 
Cabinets

 as low as 

15% Off reg price

ON SITE ON SITE 
MEASURE & 
ESTIMATEESTIMATE

Granite
Countertop

 AS LOW AS 

$4500
Per Square Ft.

(MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED)

Laminate
Countertop

 STARTING FROM 

$2095
Per Linear Ft.

(INSTALLATION NOT INCLUDED)

Caesar Stone
Countertop

 AS LOW AS 

$6500
Per Square Ft.

(MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED)

DOUBLEDOUBLE
LAYER EDGELAYER EDGE

GRANITEGRANITE
for the price for the price 

of Single!of Single!

 QUALITY 
• Local Materials

• Experienced Manufacturing Team
• Gold Standard of Excellence

 SERVICE 
• Personal 3D Design 

• On-Site Measurements 
• Company Installation Team

LAMINATE LAMINATE 
COUNTERTOP COUNTERTOP 

CUT & FINISHED CUT & FINISHED 
IN 48 HOURSIN 48 HOURS
SUPPLY ONLYSUPPLY ONLYIT’S AS EASY AS PICKING UP YOUR IT’S AS EASY AS PICKING UP YOUR 

PHONE AND CALLING!PHONE AND CALLING!

FREEFREE
Ask us Ask us 

about our about our 
Senior Senior 

Discount!Discount!

CCCOOOQQQUUUIIITTTLLLAAAMMM PPPIIITTTTTT MMMEEEAAADDDOOOWWWSSS PPPOOORRRTTT CCCOOOQQQUUUIIITTTLLLAAAMMM

WE NOW HAVE 3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER
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“We fi nd by tapping into the collective 
expertise and vast experience, we end up with 
a superior product.”

With a plan in hand, the renovation was 
started.

An additional eight feet was 
added to the home’s great room 
and a vaulted ceiling, which made 
a huge diff erence to the feel of the 
great room, was added.

Th e kitchen was totally torn out, the 
fi replace removed from its corner spot and 
what was once a large window was changed to 
a French door to match the existing door on 
the same wall.

Th e fi replace was moved to a much more 
workable spot between the French doors and 
designed without the deep hearth, which 
cleared more fl oor space.

Th e new kitchen is a dream and Campbell 
loves it.

“Th e combination of antique cream cabi-
nets above and dark cabinets below makes a 
great look – all-dark cabinets coupled with 
the dark fl oor would have been much too 
heavy,” she says.

“Th e newly positioned island with its 
heavy granite edge is fabulous and makes 
much more sense then its old spot. Th e glass 
backsplash wonderfully complements the rest 
of the kitchen.”

Campbell came up with the idea to marry 
diff erent wood fl oors at the transition. She 
fi lled the width of the doorway from the 

great room to the hallway with slate to avoid 
an awkward merging of the diff erent wood 
colours; in this case, the fl oors were not that 
far apart colour-wise, but Campbell’s idea 
was brilliant and lent another element to the 
overall design.

Outside, the outdoor entertaining area was 
changed to a much larger footprint of 20 feet 
– aft er checking with municipal regulations 
and rules – but workers had to go down nine 
feet to native soil to meet code, Severinski 
notes.

“Th is area was originally built on fi ll, so to 
get a solid footing and put in proper drainage 
we had a big dig on our hands,” he says.

“Now, with the French doors open to the 
deck, it makes the fl ow from the inside to the 
outside area seamless and the family gets a lot 
of use from the space.”

An added element is that the 
kitchen window over the sink 
is now removable, so it serves as 
a pass-through during summer 
weather, he adds.

From beginning to end the whole project 
took three months which, considering the 
work that went into the renovation, is excel-
lent.

And it’s defi nitely a success.
“Th e renovation has made all the diff erence 

to the family,” Yorke says.
“It totally works for what we wanted.”
Th ey hosted Christmas dinner for their ex-

tended family and the newly renovated space 
worked like a dream.

Which is just what they wanted: a welcom-
ing home for everyone to enjoy.

Reno ‘has 
made all the 
diff erence’
CONTINUED FROM P.9

Renovating instead of moving to a diff erent 
home paid off  for a Maple Ridge family, who 
now especially enjoy their outdoor enter-
tainment area as well as the rest of the reno.

BEFORE

AFTER

1-22335 Lougheed Hwy. 
Maple Ridge

info@heritagewestinteriors.com

Heritage WestHeritage West  
Interiors Ltd.Interiors Ltd.

Designing
Your House
Into A Home

We are a family owned 
business and have been 
designing and building 
custom cabinetry for over 
25 years. We are now a 
proud supplier of Sunrise 
Kitchens, who have 
provided the kitchen and 
bathroom cabinetry for the 
PNE Show Home for the 
last few years.

We can create a design 
for your kitchen, bathroom 
or any room in your home. 

Our new showroom in 
Maple Ridge is now open 

and we have a variety of 
cabinet styles and colors, 

granite and quartz surfaces, 
laminate, tile and fl ooring.

604.477.0767

21768 
Lougheed  Hwy

Maple Ridge, BC 
V2X 2S1

604-463-7505

Sunday and Monday 
11am - 5pm

Tuesday to Saturday
10am - 6pm 

Holidays 
12pm - 4 pm

SStop in and let us help you create your own great top in and let us help you create your own great 
space or book an in-home consult with Pam.space or book an in-home consult with Pam.

www.greatspacesfurniture.com
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Paint not only gives something a new look, it changes 
the way we look at things – renewing our appreciation 
for what we once took for granted.
From basic painting supplies to trend-setting paint 
colours, Canadian Tire has what you need to bring new 
life to your home, indoors and out.

Choose from a wide range of interior alkyd or latex 
paint, exterior alkyd or latex paint and specialty paints 
from Debbie Travis, CIL and Premier.

Canadian Tire also carries a full range of brushes, roll-
ers and painting supplies.

Find your perfect 

Colour

3059-152 Street White Rock
Phone: 604-542-4317

7599 King George Hwy Surrey (Newton)
Phone: 604-572-3739

7878 120th Street (Scott Road) Surrey 
Phone: 604-591-3914

6312 200th Street Langley
Phone: 604-532-4411

13665-102nd Ave Surrey (North)
Phone: 604-583-8473

7200 Market Crossing Burnaby 
Phone: 604-451-5888

1200 Seguin Drive Coquitlam
Phone: 604-527-8828

11969 - 200th  Street Maple Ridge
Phone: 604-460-4664

1350 Main Street North Vancouver              
Phone: 604-982-9100

3100-2850 Shaughnessy St. Port Coquitlam 
Phone: 604-468-6951

3500 No.3 Road Richmond
Phone: 604-273-2939

11388 Steveston Hwy South Richmond 
Phone: 604-271-6651

2290 Cambie St. Vancouver 
Phone: 604-707-2290

2830 Bentall Street Vancouver 
Phone: 604-431-3570

8729 Heather Street Vancouver
Phone: 604-257-6487

2220 Kingsway Vancouver Kingsway

Phone: 604-257-6510

Find all the right tools for the job!
Power and hand tools, nails,screws, glue, drywall repair, silicone caulking and more!
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MyHouse brings home the GOLD again!
The MyHouse Design/Build Team are award-winning 
renovation and custom home professionals, with over 
20 years experience in the lower mainland. They are 
winners and finalists of 8 National SAM awards and 
27 Georgie’s including...

2010 Georgie Residential 
Renovator of the Year!

2010 Georgie Award Winner - Best Condo Renovation over $200,000 

2010 Georgie Award Winner - Best Residential Renovation $100,000 - $299,999

2010 Georgie Award Winner - Best Residential Renovation $300,000 - $499,999

2010 National SAM Award Winner - Best Whole House Renovation under $500,000

2010 Georgie Finalist for 
Consumers’ Choice Award 
powered by AVID   

2010 National SAM Award Winner for 
Best Whole House Renovation 
Under $500,000 in Canada   

2010 Georgie Winner for
Best Residential Renovation 
$300,000 – $499,999   

2010 Georgie Winner for
Best Residential Renovation 
$100,000 – $299,999   

2010 Georgie Winner for 
Best Condo Renovation Over $200,000

2010 GVHBA RenOvation Winner for 
Best Outdoor Living Space

2011 GVHBA RenOvation 
Finalist for 14 Awards

Call now to work with this award-winning team 
on your renovation or custom home project. 
Visit us online to meet the team and 
view our extensive portfolio!

Serving the entire Lower Mainland & Gulf Islands 

Phone: 604-My-House

www.MyHousedesignbuild.com
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