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Getting
rid of
clutter

The beginning of spring brings
out the cleaner and organizer
in all of us. California Closets
has some suggestions.

By Maggie Calloway
It’s finally spring and what
must be a primitive urge to
throw open the curtains and
scrub every corner of the house
is upon us. But what of the
mounds of stuff we are stepping
over, stuffing into closets and
basements and, most puzzling
of all, renting storage space to
handle the overload? What are

“ more page.4
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Putting in
tile in style
By Maggie Calloway

Ralph Belisle, principal at TQ Construction, has been in the business for 25 years and knows a lot about renovating a home. Making over a 30-year-old house in
West Vancouver is just one of the company’s latest beautiful projects.
Martin Knowles photo

TQ Construction makes homes amazing
Multiple Georgie Awardwinning company knocks it
out of the park in West Van.
By Maggie Calloway
I find it fascinating that more and more
families are opting to stay put in the family home
instead of selling and buying new. We see the
same thing when families build a laneway house:
keep the main house and move into a simpler
lifestyle.
Why uproot the family from the neighbourhood they know and love, leaving behind

friends, both young and old?
It’s expensive to sell a home and find a new
one, not to mention the stress and upheaval.
Why not take a long hard look at your home and
work with professionals to re-design and renovate your home so it works in today’s world.
That was the case with this home, situated
high on a hill in West Vancouver with nothing
between the house and Squamish. It has fantastic
views and is in a great neighbourhood. The family loved living in the area, it worked for them,
but the house was dated both inside and out, and
needed to be brought back to life.
Ralph Belisle, principal of TQ Construction,
knows about taking a home and making it spec-

tacular. In the business for 25 years, he believes
that a successful renovation isn’t simply about
tearing down and starting over. It’s about retaining materials and labour which have value and
history. It’s about taking a home that’s already
good and making it even better.
TQ Construction has won the Gold Georgie
Award nine times and the Silver fifteen times,
and has twice been named the best renovator in
BC. The Georgie Awards are produced by The
Canadian Home Builders’ Association of B.C.
to celebrate excellence in home building. No
wonder TQ stands for top quality!

If there is one hot commodity
in home décor it has to be tile.
We all remember those cream
tiles in the bathroom with the
burnt orange design, but never
before has there been such an
amazing choice for practically
every surface in the home.
Curt Higham, of Ames Tile
& Stone, a wholesale supplier to
architects, designers, contractors and retailers throughout
Western Canada, certainly has
his finger on the pulse of what
is available now and what is in
the pipeline.
“Every September there is a
society trade show in Bologna,
Italy, which our four-person
purchasing team attends every
year,” says Higham. “We need
four people because the show
is so huge, over 750 vendors
and manufacturers. We split up
and literally stalk the grounds
looking for new, innovative
products. Italy is the leader in
floor tiles, and has been for
years. The leader for wall tiles,
and again for years, is Spain.”
The reason the two countries
specialize in the two types of
tile is due to the different clay
available in the two regions.
It all starts with the clay; not
all clay is suitable for every use
and the Spanish clay lends itself
to wall tiles, while the Italian
clay can withstand the pounding floor tiles need to endure.

“ more page.9
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Shop where the builders & designers
shop for major home appliances!
Vancouver:
Surrey:

www.coastappliances.com

8488 Main St

19495 56 Ave

Coquitlam:

#1-1315 United Blvd

Abbotsford:

34445 Marshall Rd
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“Natural gas is the kind of
heat we’ve always wanted.”

Energizing B.C.

Paul and Marilynne,
Natural gas customers

Meeting the energy needs of British Columbians, every day
Whatever way your day started, chances are FortisBC has
touched your life today.
By choosing the right energy for the right use, you can maximize
energy efficiency and value for your energy dollars. Natural
gas is a good choice for heating, whether it’s hot water for
your shower, warmth from the furnace or fireplace, or heat for
grilling burgers.
Depending on where you live, natural gas can be more affordable
for heating. For comfort, convenience and value—not to mention
style—balance your home energy mix with natural gas.

Choices to fit your life
Stylish, convenient natural gas appliances increase the comfort
of your home, indoors and out. Find out more about energy
efficient appliances at fortisbc.com/gasappliances.
Furnaces and boilers
Natural gas heating systems
provide even warmth and
comfort throughout the home.
Water heaters
Natural gas storage tank water
heaters heat water faster than
electric models. On-demand
water heaters save space and
heat water only as needed.
Cooktops, ovens and ranges
Chefs prefer natural
gas for instant heat, a
variable flame and precise
temperature control.
Backup power
A natural gas generator can
power your lights, electronics
and refrigerator during a
power outage.

Barbecues
With a quick connect for
natural gas you’ll never lift
a propane tank or worry
about running out of fuel.
Fireplaces
An indoor gas fireplace
provides ambience and
cosy warmth. An outdoor
fireplace, firepit or patio
heater can extend those
summer evenings.
Dryers
Natural gas dryers heat up
instantly and dry your clothes
with gentle warmth for
fewer wrinkles.

Let energy saving start with a rebate
Program1

Rebate

EnerChoice® Natural Gas Fireplace

$

300

ENERGY STAR clothes washer2

$

75

Energy Saving Kit2

Free for low-income
households

LiveSmart BC

Up to 7,000
for insulation,
weatherization and
space heating
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Visit fortisbc.com/offers or call 1-800-663-8400
for more information.

Visit fortisbc.com/naturalgas to watch
our video on how natural gas fits into your
home energy mix. If you have questions
or would like to open a FortisBC account,
call 1-888-224-2710.
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OPUS Hotel makes room for
renewable natural gas
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Need a gas
contractor?

Selvan Chetty, Financial Controller, OPUS Hotel Vancouver

As a leader in the boutique hotel industry, OPUS Hotel
Vancouver wanted to be among the first to sign up
for renewable natural gas. Their goals in joining are
to be a part of the sustainable community, help the
environment and set a great corporate example.
Sign up your home or business for renewable natural
gas today. Visit fortisbc.com/rng.
For coupons from our Green Leaders, like OPUS,
visit fortisbc.com/rewards.
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YouTube can
save energy
Want to save energy at
home but not sure how?
We’ll show you with our
short, informative how-to
videos. Like replacing a
furnace filter or updating
your showerhead to a
low-flow model. Watch
them on our website at
fortisbc.com/howto
or scan this code with
your phone.

Water heater due for
replacement? Planning to
upgrade your furnace? You’ll
need a licensed gas fitter.
The FortisBC Contractor
Program can help you find a
professional for the services
and products you need.
Learn more at fortisbc.com/
findacontractor.
If you are a gas contractor,
learn about the benefits of
membership and join the
FortisBC Contractor Program
today at fortisbc.com/
contractorperks.
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Natural Appeal abounds in TQ
Construction’s West Vancouver renovation
“ from page.1
This house is approximately 30 years old,
around 3,500 sq. ft. and had been previously
renovated in time for Expo ’86, which is
obvious in the before photos, especially the
exterior.
The present homeowners, with their three
kids, have lived in the home for about 10
years.
The renovation concentrated mainly on
the main floor, with a smaller addition in the
master suite.
The outside was brought up-to-date and
the original decks reconditioned plus they
added a bit of new deck space and a change in
the roofline to take advantage of the stunning
view.
The ground floor, which didn’t change
much, consists of bedrooms, a playroom, and
an entertainment space. The main floor where
the bulk of the renovation was done has the
kitchen, living room, dining room and more
bedrooms.
“What initiated the project was the exterior.
The surfaces were aging and out of date
(and) the decks and railings were just not
safe anymore; they had become unsafe from
rot and loosening of materials and it became
urgent to do something about it,” Belisle says.
“While that was being considered the family
thought they should refresh the kitchen and
other common areas. This is a growing family
and they need to make space for everyone. In
doing so we decided to extend the kitchen;
there was a small area near the entrance to
the kitchen and by filling in that little area
we were able to give the kitchen a more open
look. That led us to move doorways around
to change some circulation patterns, (so) the
flow is much better. The cooking and serving
areas are separated and more efficient as a
result. When we changed the roofline it al-

lowed us to install a transom
window and skylight. This
brought more light into the
kitchen.”
The whole project happened organically, with the
crew and homeowners working hand-in-hand. The wife,
after living in the home for
years, knew exactly what she
wanted and was the designer
of the renovation, and the
family was able to stay in the
home throughout the whole
project.
The project was given the
name “Natural Appeal” by TQ
Construction, and it’s easy
to see why. The homeowners will surely never tire of
their beautiful nature views,
no matter what the weather
outside is like.

The homeowners knew that their dated kitchen, below
left, and exterior, left, needed an update. After calling
in TQ Construction, they are truly in love with their
amazing new home, above and below.
Submitted photos

Keeping a lid on clutter
“ from page.1
we thinking? Is this the year you finally get your
home under control?
Imagine what your life would be like if you
purged your home of all the superfluous items. No
more hunting continually for items you need; everything stripped back and everything in its place.
This could be the serenity you long for.
Don’t be tempted to rush out and buy baskets
and closet organizers at
this point, tempting as it
may be. You won’t know
what you need until you
know what you are left
with after purging.
It can be overwhelming if you think about
tidying the whole house.
It didn’t get cluttered
overnight so take a deep
breath and choose one
room a week. In the
bedroom empty your
closet onto the bed and
floor with enough space
to make piles. Keep telling yourself, “I am not
keeping anything I don’t
wear, that doesn’t fit and
belongs in the 80s.”
Label the piles: keep,
donate, and trash. It can
be scary at first but as
you storm through your
closets, then the linen
cupboard, the bathroom,
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and on and on, you will find a sense of immense
freedom, not to mention a vow never to let this
happen again! Once each area is cleared start planning on installing organizers to help you stay on
track.
Stephan Maingot is one of three partners with
California Closets, Vancouver, and there is no better expert around on organization.
“You would be amazed how many people are
making the decision to look more to ‘needs’ rather
than ‘wants’,” he says.
“Once they get there they
want to really organize
their homes so that they
run smoothly and eliminate the daily scramble
looking for everything
from keys to shoes to
homework. Properly
designed mud rooms are
incredibly huge, mostly
because household chaos
starts when members of
the family come home
and dump their stuff
around the house. A mud
room with a designated
section for each member
of the family to hang
their coats, sports equipment, shoes and bags and
take off their wet muddy
boots controls what goes
into the main part of the
house and everything is
there ready to be used
the next day.”
4BMFT%JSFDUPS-JTB'BSRVIBSTPOttMJTB!CMBDLQSFTTDB
Editor: Kerry VitaltFEJUPS!OFXMPDBMIPNFDPN
Writer: Maggie CallowayNBHHJFD!CMBDLQSFTTDB
Online Advertising t #MBDL1SFTT/BUJPOBM4BMFTt
Contributing photographerst.BSUJO,OPXMFT XXXNLQIPUPNFEJBDPN3PC/FXFMM XXXSPCOFXFMMQIPUPHSBQIZDB
RenoNationJTQVCMJTIFECZ#MBDL1SFTT(SPVQ-UE  4VJUF4USFFU 4VSSFZ #$74+ 
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California Closets has
options for every room,
from kitchens, far left
and left, to mud rooms
with space for the
whole family, above.
Tackling one room at a
time will help you keep
yourself from getting
overwhelmed.
Submitted photos
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Turning a family home
into a chic space
By Maggie Calloway
Adrienne Kavanagh, Principal of AK
Interiors, believes very strongly that no
design, no matter how stunning, works
if it doesn’t suit the day-to-day living
style of the clients. No one lives in a
photograph, so Kavanagh spends a lot
of time digging into how people really
live by asking loads of questions. She
feels this is the only way the end result
will fit the client like a glove. Do they
have kids? Do they have pets? Are they
really organized and love open shelves
or, if they don’t have time or inclination
to be that organized, a need to incorporate lots of doors and drawers to handle
the clutter. These clients requested right
from the beginning that products used
in the redesign be eco-friendly.
Often the bones of a home are great
but the ways rooms are used are stuck
in the mind of the original builder.
This home is a perfect example. The
1,200-square-foot main level needed to
be brought into this century with a major overhaul of the kitchen and powder
room and minor changes to the living
room that made a huge impact.
The kitchen, which had served the
family well for years, was gutted. The
family wanted a modern yet warm and
cozy kitchen. However, their first choice
was black granite, which is not particularly warm and cozy by any standard.
“I have seen this in other interiors.
Clients pick shiny solid black granite
which becomes essentially a mirror
so any lighting you have in the room
bounces off the surface,” Kavanagh says.
“Also, this counter would show every
water mark and crumb. This is a perfect
example of the nuances which have to

be considered constantly.”
The kitchen is a wonderful combination of stunning design and practicality
and, most importantly, the family loves
the final product. You know a design is a
success when everyone, family and visitors alike, gravitates to the kitchen.
Walls were not torn down or moved
but the sightlines were changed dramatically. The first glimpse of the kitchen
is of the island with the very dramatic
range hood above: what is in essence
a piece of machinery becomes a work
of art. Every square inch has been very
carefully thought out. When the client
is cooking, everything is placed where it
needs to be; fridge, stove, cooktop, cooking utensils, perfectly within reach.
The powder room, now sans lavender carpet, is a striking gem of a room.
The light wood is complemented by the
very dramatic use of a glass backsplash
painted lipstick red on the back, a stark
white sink and simple faucet.
The living room has changed from a
space with no focal point to a very warm
room. “The fireplace had a tiny mantle
in the middle of such a large expanse of
flat wall. We created alcoves at each side
of the fireplace and added the stonework
around the fireplace and installed pot
lighting. This changes the whole appearance of the room by giving it character
and is more in keeping with the scale of
a very large space,” Kavanagh says. “The
floors, which are engineered oak and are
used throughout the whole floor, have
an oiled finish; this means any dings or
scratches just need to be touched up by
applying more oil.”
It is obvious every single detail of this
renovation was thought through with
the family in mind.

SPRING’S HERE!

Adrienne Kavanagh of AK Interiors turned an old-fashioned
kitchen, above left, into a modern work of gourmet art, top. She
also removed the tacky lavender carpet in the powder room, left,
and installed a gorgeous glass backsplash, above.
Submitted photos

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE LABEL

Get your outdoor barbeque
& pool boiler ready
Ask about our
discounts

plus 2% more
when you pay by cash or cheque

Call the friendly folks
at Check-Point for your
• Furnace • Water Heater
• Boiler • Gas Lines
• Plumbing • Renovations
• Instant Hot Water Heater

Benjamin Moore colours
can only be made with
Benjamin Moore paints
SOUTH DELTA PAINT
& DESIGN

Together our paint and colour

#131-4857 Elliott Street
Ladner Harbour Centre, Ladner

that cannot be matched with

604-946-1333
PENINSULA PAINT
& DESIGN

HILLCREST
PAINT & DESIGN

14936 32nd Avenue
South Surrey

#106-2055 152nd Street
South Surrey

604-538-1338

604-531-3811

create a rich and smooth ﬁnish
other brands. For the authentic
colour and performance you
want, make sure the label
says Benjamin Moore.

#34–3033 King George Blvd., Surrey

604-535-1768
bestplumbers@checkpointplumbing.com Ofﬁce Hours: 8 a.m to 4 p.m Monday to Friday

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Authentic Colour

©2010 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore and the triangle “M” symbol
are registered trademarks; and REGAL is a trademark of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited

benjaminmoore.ca
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Working out of a home ofﬁce
cuts down on the commute
By Maggie Calloway
More and more of us are working from home. I have worked
from my home office for the past 25 years and can’t imagine
ever having to brave a commute in my lifetime. It is not for everyone though. There are hundreds of distractions everywhere
you turn at home: finish the dishes, laundry, the latest novel.
Over the years I have moved my office around the house
but settled a few years ago in my loft. Three skylights, a big
window, French doors and a small balcony that brings the outside in makes my office a joy to be in. Light is one of the most
important considerations if you are thinking of working from
home; there is nothing more depressing than having to hunker
down in a dark corner and expect inspiration to strike.
Think through what you need to make your days efficient: a
proper filing cabinet, room for electronics, an adjustable task
light, and a great chair are all good things to think about. For
some reason I am most comfortable sitting on a hard seat.
Think through what works for you.
Keep your work in your office; this is something I have
trouble with only because I am in the habit of walking around.
Pieces of paper end up in the kitchen and on the coffee table,

so if you’re like me gather all your work parts
and pieces up and put everything in its right
spot in the office at the end of the day.
If your budget allows or your company
offers financial help, think about hiring an
office design company. They will consult with
your regarding what you need and how you
work, then design and install a custom office.
Askari Sabbaghi of Clever Quarters is an
expert in matching the perfect office design
with each client.
“People want a designated space if they
are working full-time at home; they need an
organized space, and a corner of the bedroom or dining room is not ideal. This is
a growing market, (since) employees want
more flexibility and companies find it makes
more sense than providing an office, parking
etc.,” he says. “But it is very important the
employee or the self-employed person feels
When working from home, it’s important to think about how you will organize your
productive in their space at home which is
office. A good chair and plenty of filing space should be tops on the list.
why a custom design works.”
Submitted photos







Cracks
Control Joints
Wash & Seal
Grout Injection
Other

Don’t Replace – Restore & Save!
Call

FREE
Estimates

Neil Lambert

Your concrete crack restoration specialist

604-690-7023
www.anythingconcrete.net

Providing quality workmanship since 2005

Surfside Flooring

• Engineered Hardwoods
• Solid Hardwoods
• Quality Laminates
• Cork/Bamboo Flooring
• Ceramic, Porcelain
& Slate Tile
• Residential & Commercial
Vinyl Plank Flooring
• Vinyl/Carpet

Anderson
Casita Blanca
Hickory - 5’’
Special

$ .99

4

sq. ft.

Armstrong
Century Farm
5” Engineered Hardwood

Special

$ .99

4

sq. ft.

15229 RUSSELL A
AVENUE WHITE ROCK • 604-538-2733
ww
www.surfsideflooring.ca
Mon. - F
Fri. 10am - 6pm Sat. 10am - 5pm
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Getting in touch with
your inner child
By Maggie Calloway
Playgrounds have come a long way from
a lonely, forlorn swing in the middle of a
concrete pad, although I still yearn for a swing
on my property to stay in touch with my inner
child!
If you have a lot of room to install a fantasy
playground lucky you, but most of us live
on small lots or in multi-home complexes.
However, not all is lost. Why not go back to
he way we grew up and wish things were
oday? Call a meeting of the neighbourhood
folks, or your strata council, and start
planning a fantasy for all the kids.
The great team at Habitat Systems has loads
of information to get your planning process
tarted. Check out their website at www.
habitat-systems.com for product information
and design inspiration.
One of the best ways to figure out what is
possible is to visit existing playgrounds, both
old and new. Elementary schools and public
parks are great places to start if you’re looking
for inspiration.
Check out how the equipment is holding
up to wear and tear, and how the equipment
ooks on the site. Are you looking for the
more natural look of wood, which has its own
maintenance problems, or very colourful
metal? If you are planning on metal think
about vinyl-coated aluminum or stainlessteel, which is a better choice in our damp
climate: the metal won’t rust and the vinyl
offers protection against temperature
extremes.
Once the practical decisions are made, the
fun begins deciding what, of such fantastic
choices, to include in the playground.
It will our little secret if, once the
playground is up and running, you sneak out
n the dark of night and just play!

Playgrounds are more than a single slide or swing now. With
many options available to you, a fantastic place for your kids
(or you!) to play is easy to find, from slides to treehouses and
everything in between.
Submitted photos

FURNACE & WATER HEATER
REPLACEMENT SPECIALISTS
Change to our quick recovery water heater
with advanced Icon Control for more
hot water and more even temperature
from the same sized tank.
Great value at no extra cost.
Same Day Water Heater Replacement
Now up to 98% Efﬁciency

SPECIAL
Fireplace / Boiler / Furnace
Service $98
+ Furnaces + Boilers + Hot Water Tanks
+ Bosch + Viessmann + Bradford
+ Rheem + Navien + Tankless
- a division of -

WATER TANK LEAK?
Turn off gas valve or breaker & water.
Call Roger for a price.
SERVING SURREY, DELTA, LANGLEY AND WHITE ROCK FOR OVER 35 YEARS

phone: 604 538 5577
email: michael@paciﬁcalandscapes.com

Roger’s Plumbing & Heating
Division of Roger the Plumber Ltd.

Winner of Canadian National Award
of Landscape Excellence!

www.rogertheplumber.ca

604-531-1555
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Finding your perfect railing can
be easy with Rail Simple kits
By Maggie Calloway
I speak from experience when I say one of
the scariest parts of do-it-yourself is figuring out the precise measurements of railings,
both straight and down stairs. Then there are
all the other parts needed, how many screws,
brackets, etc. etc.
Well, I have found a company who makes
all our angst disappear: Rail Simple, available
at most local building supply stores.
Rail Simple is a division of BW Creative
Wood Industries Ltd., one of the world’s
leading manufacturers of railing systems,
components and accessories for both interior
stairways and exterior decks or porches. In
business since 1974, they have built a solid
reputation. The outstanding success of their
products is based on a four-decade-long
commitment to quality and innovation. The
Rail Simple products certainly demonstrate
innovation.
I called Gordon Catherwood, National
Sales Manager for Rail Simple, to ask just how
it works and what the advantages are to the
homeowner.
“We manufacture two levels of product, both interior and exterior, one for the
homeowner and one for the craftsperson or
builder, someone with a bit more experience.
There are a variety of styles to choose from,
(from) traditional to modern to fit any style of
home,” Catherwood says.
Here is what you need to do before you go
to the store to source the product: make a diagram of your project. Let’s take your deck for
example. You’ll need to take measurements of
where you need to place the railing. The kits
come in 6’ and 8’ lengths so keep that in mind
when you are designing your project.
“Say you have a 12’ x 12’ deck that ends
against your house. That means you have 3 12’

You’ll have plenty of options with a Rail Simple kit, which give you a variety of options including
the type of wood and the length of your rails. You’ll be easily able to find your perfect railing due to
the numerous styles available, from traditional to modern.
Submitted photos

sections,” Catherwood says. “You would need
seven posts and six kits and that would be
enough to complete the railing. In the kit you
get pre-measured, pre-drilled, profiled top
and bottom rails in either premium Western
red cedar or treated lodge-pole pine, you get
the rail hanger brackets to hang the rails to
your posts plus the screws you need and you
get the straight metal balusters in your choice

Pacific Sun Tree Services
15+ Years
Tree Management Experience
ISA CertiÀed Arborist
CertiÀed Tree Risk Assessor
Tree & Landscaping for Residential
and Strata Properties
Pruning for aesthetics, tree health,
clearance, and views. Tree Planting.
Hedge Trimming and Planting.
Landscape Designs and Installation. Tree
Risk Assessments. Arborist Reports for
new developments. Tree Removals.
**10% Discount with this Ad until April 30!**

Dave Andermatt

604-323-4270

andermatt.forest@shaw.ca
www.paciÀcsuntree.com
Serving White Rock, Delta,
Surrey, Richmond & Vancouver

of style or, in the case of the Clearview kit,
the glass. The customer is confident they
have everything they need to do a great job.”
To help the homeowner feel confident using Real Simple, the company posts instruction videos on their website demonstrating
each style of railing installation plus written
instructions. You’ll have everything you
need to complete a professional project.
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The only limitation is the power
of your own imagination
“ from page.1
However, the Italians are running out of clay
and are now bringing it down from Ukraine:
like every other natural resource, it is finite.
“There used to be lots of red clay used and
now its white clay with a denser porcelain material which gives a higher breaking strength
and lower water absorption,” says Higham.
“Like everything else, things change over the
years including production, which requires a
different type of clay.”
Asked about what is trending right now and
what we should expect to see in the stores,
Higham says, “The big trend is the movement
to much larger tile; two foot by two foot tiles
are becoming more mainstream right now.
We actually bought a line this year of two foot
by four foot tiles just to test the market. The
larger homes being built now can facilitate
a larger tile. Concrete looks are still very
popular, and the high-polished tile. We have
gone through the last five or six years when
the matte look was hot but now the shiny look
is back, either polished or high-glazed. Glass
tiles, with a change to a cleaner, shinier look
rather than the tumbled look of the last few
years, are still with us. Another very hot trend
is tile which looks exactly like hardwood. You
get the look of wood with the easy upkeep of
tile; coupled with under-floor heating this is a
major winner.”
Natural tones such as taupe and grey are
still here to stay, as well as a lot of white.
Several different shades of white right into
the cream tones are popular now, and softer
colours, rather than the chocolate browns
and charcoals we have seen over the past few
years, are coming on strong as well.
Higham says that people are putting ceramic tiles throughout the whole house now,
not just in the kitchen and bathroom. The use

of tile has really increased over the last Tracy Wheeler and Kip Sewell of Powerhouse Tile and
few years. For people with allergies
Curt Higham of Ames Tile & Stone show that there
this is the perfect material: just sweep, are plenty of options for the perfect tile, whether it’s
mop and go.
flooring or wall tile you’re looking for.
“There is a lot of crossover now
Martin Knowles photo above, submitted photos right
between fashion design, the automothey should do to protect themselves,” she
tive industry and house colours,” says
says. “Our company has prepared a handout
Higham. “Car colours are particularly interwhich gives information about any applicaesting; right now we are seeing lot of silver,
tion, be it floors, walls, steam showers, etc.
clean colours and white, exactly what we are
It really helps the client make the right deciseeing in tile.”
Tracy Wheeler, of Powerhouse Tile, is at the sion. Anyone can receive a copy by visiting
our website (www.powerhousetile.com) and
other end of the business, the retail end, dealrequesting a copy.”
ing with designers and homeowners.
It’s an exciting time in floor and wall cov“It’s great that there are so many choices
erings. Your only limitation is the paramtoday to fit any style and application but now
eters of your imagination.
it is more important than ever that the public
I say spend some time visiting different
understands what has to go into the preparatile retailers, ask a lot of questions, then let
tion; they don’t have to become experts but
your imagination soar!
there is a certain amount of due diligence
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keep it
efﬁcient with
Looking
for a new mortgage or
&&"!%&)%.$&)+&)
refinancing?
Look no further
—
)1%%!%&&"%&,)+
)0
we’ll
come to you! Applying is
.##&$+&/&,''#/!%!*
easy
and we’ll get back to you
*/%.##+"+&/&,
quickly.
Save time and money
(,!"#/-+!$%$&%/
today
with 
Susan
Fugman,
+&/.!+
 
Mobile
Relationship Manager.
%)&!#)-!#!-)/
Susan Fugman
   
Mobile Relationship Manager
&!##+!&%* !'%)
604-341-4344
    
sfugman@gffg.com
 #!.#2&$

10 years warranty!
Parts & labour on select furnaces and heat pumps (Not to be combined with Carrier rebates)

All installations are done by Refrigeration & Gas Qualiﬁed Technicians
starting from

Furnace & Fireplace Service ................................ $99 + HST
starting from

Furnace & Heat Pump Service ........................ $169 + HST
starting at

Heat Pump Installation ...................................................... $3995 + HST
starting at

High Efﬁcient Furnace Installation ..... $2995 + HST
installed from

Hot Water Tanks................................................................................. $799 + HST
sales | service | installation

604.219.7740
"!#

 #
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Conditions apply
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Lanefab builds fabulous laneway houses
for homeowners of all types
Laneway houses aren’t just for
renters anymore, as more and
more homeowners decide that
they can’t resist the efﬁcient,
smaller homes.
By Maggie Calloway
Laneway houses are a hot item. Homeowners are
building them to rent, to house grown children and,
more and more, are deciding to downsize into them
and rent out the main house as part of their retirement plan. The owners of Lanefab Custom Homes
& Laneway Houses’ very special “Net Zero” solar
laneway house are part of the latter group.
The square footage allowed for a laneway house
varies from municipality to municipality so check
with your local city hall. This house is 1,050 square
feet with the advantage of being on a corner lot
and includes one bedroom, two baths and a garage
which is actually a flex space with full electrical, and
finishes allowing any use.
Mat Turner, a principal with Lanefab, says, “Every
laneway house we build is custom-designed for that
lot. Ninety per cent of our clients move into the
laneway house and rent out the main house. Quite a
few intended to stay in the main house but halfway
through the build, once they see the laneway house
take shape, change their minds and opt for simpler
living. This particular house, with all the extras,
cost around $350,000, but a very small condo costs
as much or more and with a laneway house you get
privacy and no one living above or below; it makes
perfect sense. This price is everything in, design,
permits, etc.”
Well-designed laneway houses are a study in the
use of every inch of space. This doesn’t mean they are
cramped, because everything is so well-thought-out
and storage is found in the most imaginative spots.
The stairs in this house have a trapdoor on the square
landing, a great spot to stash winter shoes and boots,
and the first few stairs above the landing open for yet
more storage. The kitchen, which in most homes is
a separate room or an open space with an island, is
built along one wall which allows the full area to be
used when the kitchen is not in use.
Imagine living in a home that, with no skimping
on livability, uses net zero energy every year. This
is made possible by triple-glazed windows, superb
insulation, LED interior and exterior lights, an
air-source heat pump, and twelve solar panels on
the roof. The house gathers more energy on sunny
days than it uses; this extra power goes on the grid,
and when the days are dark and grey the house pulls
power back from the grid. Hence, zero energy!
The fantastic folding windows all along the kitchen
and living room open on sunny days to a private
terrace. Imagine using this space as an art studio or
yoga studio. Life doesn’t get much better than this.

The laneway house includes a spacious bedroom, above, a private
terrace, below, and large folding windows that open completely in
order to use the space as part of your kitchen and living area.
Dylan Doubt photos for Lanefab

The innovative kitchen is located along one wall, left and far left,
allowing you plenty of space for living while not stinting on storage. Mat
Turner of Lanefab, below, says that every house is custom-designed for
the homeowner, so you can take advantage of every inch of available
space without having to give up the privacy that comes with living in a
single-family home.
Dylan Doubt photo left, Martin Knowles photos far left and below
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Georgie Awards celebrate the best of the
best in B.C.’s home construction world
By Kerry Vital
In the grand tradition of awards season,
the Canadian Home Builders’ Association of
British Columbia joined in the fun with their
annual Georgie Awards, held on Feb. 25.
This year was the 20th anniversary of
the awards, which recognize excellence in
residential home construction, renovation,
design, development and sales and marketing.
“From Whistler to the Lower Mainland
to the Okanagan, the winners of this year’s
Georgies are golden examples of what excellent residential construction is all about,”
says CHBA BC President Doug Wittal. “The
winners – and indeed all the finalists – have
shown us that B.C. is truly at the forefront of
the country when it comes to innovative design, quality construction and great customer
service.”
Several familiar names in the industry
were among the winners, including Adera
Development Corporation for Best Innovative
Feature and Best Townhouse Development
for seven35 and Larco Investments Ltd. for
Best Multi-Family Low Rise Development for
their Morgan Crossing community.
There were two big winners at this year’s
awards. MAC Marketing Solutions was the
recipient of six awards, including Marketing
Campaign of the Year, Best Sales Centre and
Best Project-Specific Website. They also received a Special Platinum Award for winning
27 Georgies over the past seven years.
Portrait Homes also won a Special Platinum Award for winning 27 Georgies in the
past 11 years. This year the team won three
other awards, for Large Volume Single Family
Home Builder of the Year, Customer Choice
Award – Single Family Home Builder and
Customer Choice Award – Multi Family
Home Builder. This is the fourth year they’ve

won the single family home
award in the customer choice
category, something that the
company is very proud of as the
winner of the award is selected by
homeowners.
Among the big renovation
winners were TQ Construction, who won Best Residential
Renovation between $100,000
and $299,999.
Residential Renovator of
the Year went to maison d’etre
design-build, who also won
Best Kitchen Renovation under
$100,00s0 and the Residential
Renovator Customer Choice
Award.
Best Condo Renovation was
won by Intermind Design, who
also won the Georgie for Best
Residential Renovation under
$100,000.

Professional Home Services
Our goal is to satisfy our customers by providing
quality painting, cleaning, ﬂooring, rooﬁng,
and outstanding customer service. With
years of residential and commerial construction
experience, any project will be completed
professionally and with the highest quality of
material.

The team at maison d’etre design-build, left, were big
winners at the awards, taking home three Georgies.
Intermind Design, below left, won two awards,
including Best Condo Renovation.
Martin Knowles photos

Not just country
anymore…

Each member of our hardworking team
is comprised of skilled and professional
tradesmen. They are specialized in residential
and commercial construction and have been for
at least 5 to 20 years.
We are proud of how our business has developed
and grown over the years. Let us show you
everything a contractor should be through our
complete professionalism, respect for our work
and impeccable customer service.

PAINT SPECIAL
3 rooms for $299,
2 coats
(Ceiling and Trim extra)

Price includes Cloverdale Premium
quality paint. No payment until the
job is completed.

www.paintspecial.com

CLEANING
SERVICES
Residential Commercial
$25 per man hour $30 per man hour
Price includes cleaning supplies.

All Estimates are FREE

Ask us about our Laminate Flooring

Design Services Available
Solid Wood Furniture
made in BC

Open 7 days a week
Same location
for 18 years

Lower Mainland

A-TECH SERVICES

604-230-3539
Fraser Valley

604-996-8128

Country Woods Furniture
2320 King George Blvd. (South of 24th Ave) • 604-535-9003
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It’s time to get comfortable
with a York Heat Pump and
Furnace System.
Receive up to $2,900
in Government Grant and York Rebates.

> LiveSmart Rebate: $1600
> Manufacturer’s Rebate: $1300
Rebate Amounts Are Based
On Qualifying Afﬁnity Home
Comfort System.

Class A

Heating and Air Conditioning Ltd.

Please Call

1-877-795-2173
For A Free Estimate
www.classaheating.ca

Do No
Pay U t
ntil
Fall O
f
2012

