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Starting 
a kitchen 
reno

By Maggie Calloway

Making the decision to reno-
vate your kitchen is one of the 
most exciting and scary deci-
sions you can make. A kitchen 
is more than just another room; 
in many ways it’s the very heart 
of the home and you need to 
get it right. Hundreds of deci-
sions will have to be made, each 
one dependent on the next. No 
wonder it is so daunting.

 “ more page.11

There are many things to 
think about before you start 
renovating one of the most 

important rooms in the 
house.

Coast has the Brands you Want, 
and the Expertise you Need!

Vancouver:  8488 Main St
Surrey:  19495 56 Ave
Coquitlam:  #1-1315 United Blvd
Abbotsford:  34445 Marshall Rd
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By Kerry Vital

�e top tier of British Columbia’s residential 
construction industry was honoured at the Geor-
gie Awards in Vancouver on Feb. 23. Presented 
by the Canadian Home Builders’ Association of 
BC, the awards have been presented for the past 
21 years and showcase the high-quality work of 
B.C.’s home building and renovation community.

“�is year’s Georgie Awards winners showcase 
the culture of imagination and ingenuity that 
only grows stronger throughout our province 
each year,” says CHBA BC President Nathan 
Stone. “From Vancouver Island to Whistler, from 
the Okanagan to the Interior, the winners and 
the �nalists continue to show us that B.C. is a 
true leader when it comes to excellence in the 
residential construction industry.”

Among the big winners at the awards was My 
House Design/Build Team, who le� with �ve 
awards, including Best Residential Renovation 
$500,000 to $799,999, Best Renovation – Any 
Room and Best Interior Design Custom Resi-
dence – New or Renovation.

“It’s an honour (to win), not only for us and 
our clients, but for all home builders, as we are 
now recognized as creating some of the �nest 
homes and projects in all of North America,” 
says My House President and Managing Director 
Graeme Huguet. “�is has truly been a blessed 
year for us.”

Stone agrees, saying, “My House Design/
Build Team’s Waterfront Hideaway is a fantastic 
example of how homes can be innovative, sus-
tainable and completely unique, while setting the 
bar higher for our province’s home building and 
renovation community.”

Georgie winners take home the gold
My House Design/Build Team 
and MAC Marketing multiple 
winners at CHBA awards.

By Kerry Vital

Renovations make up a huge 
part of the residential construc-
tion industry, and billions are 
spent every year by Canadian 
homeowners looking to im-
prove upon their homes. But 
how can you make sure that 
you’re hiring a reputable person 
to renovate your home? �e Re-
noMark program, developed by 
the Greater Vancouver Home 
Builders’ Association, gives 
homeowners the ability to �nd 
a reliable, professional renova-
tor easily.

“�e RenoMark designa-
tion assures consumers that 
the renovator they are dealing 
with has completed industry-
leading education requirements 
and are part of a professional 
network apprised of the latest 
technologies and designs,” says 
GVHBA CEO Bob de Wit. “As 
well, all RenoMark holders 
have committed themselves to 
a code of business ethics and 
o�er warranties on the work 
they do, o�ering peace of mind 
to home-owners that RenoMark 
professionals stand behind the 
work they do.”

A RenoMark renovator must 
abide by several rules, including 
being a member in good stand-
ing of the GVHBA, provide a 
detailed written contract for all 

Hiring a 
RenoMark 
renovator 

The people at My House  Design/Build Team were honoured at the Georgie Awards last month with �ve awards, including Best Residential Renovation $500,000 
to $799,999 and Best Interior Design Custom Residence – New or Renovation.
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jobs they undertake, carry a minimum of $2 
million liability insurance and maintain a 
safe and organized work site, among others.

While it may be tempting to hire someone 
under the table, this can have huge reper-
cussions if something goes wrong, whether 
that’s someone getting hurt or a job not 
being completed on time. Hiring a renova-
tor with the RenoMark designation means 
that you don’t have to worry about some of 
the typical stresses that come with renovat-
ing your home. You can also be assured that 
your renovator is up-to-date with all the lat-
est trends, materials and regulations, which 
protects both you and the renovator.

An added bonus of having a professional 
renovator with the RenoMark certi�cation 
is that it can increase your resale value down 
the road. Having a professionally done job 
means that the work will stand the test of 
time and will look great. Research done by 
RE/MAX shows that the top projects un-
dertaken by homeowners every year include 
kitchens, bathrooms, �ooring, replacing 
windows or doors, replacing or upgrading 
the roof and adding a �replace. Even if you 
don’t plan to sell your home, being able to 
enjoy your new renovation without having 
to worry about corners being cut and regula-
tions being ignored is well worth it.

�e RenoMark Renovator’s Guide lays 
out a list of steps that homeowners need to 
take before beginning a renovation. �e �rst 
is to carefully plan your project, including 
researching what is required, from permits 
to the trades involved. You also need to 
consider whether you need to move out of 
your home during the process, and how long 
the renovation will take. �e second step is 
to hire your renovator, and ask about his or 
her experience with projects that are similar 
to the one you want. �e third step the guide 
recommends is to get a written contract 
with the renovator in order to protect both 

yourself and the renovator. It should lay out 
the cost, materials, time, scope of the work 
and any instructions you have for the people 
working on the house. For example, if you 
require everything to be cleaned up by the 
end of each day, or want a speci�c room to 
be protected during construction, make sure 
it is in writing. �e fourth step is to check 
on the progress during your renovation. It 
is very important to keep in regular contact 
with the people working on your house. �is 
leads into the ��h recommendation, discuss 
your project. If you notice something that 
you want changed or you have any ques-
tions, don’t hesitate to talk to your renovator 
and make sure you’re both on the same page. 
Make sure any changes that you make dur-
ing your discussions are put in writing.

For more information about the program 
and to �nd a RenoMark contractor, visit 
www.renomark.ca/greatervancouverarea.

Portrait Homes added to their great reputation for cus-
tomer service with the Customer Choice Georgie Award for 
Multi-Family Low-Rise Production Builder.

“We value awards for customer satisfaction above all oth-
ers!,” says Dave Wallace, Chief Operating O�cer for Portrait 
Homes. “We work very hard creating a stellar customer 
experience and the Customer Choice award is a huge win for 
our whole team!”

�is year, the Platinum Georgie Award was given to Con-
cert Real Estate Corporation. �e Platinum Award honours 
companies who have won 25 or more Georgie Awards.

“It is a tremendous honour to have been repeatedly recog-
nized by the CHBA BC and the Georgie Awards as among the 
best of the best within the province’s home building indus-
try,” says David Podmore, chairman and CEO of Concert 
Properties Ltd. “Recognized both within the industry and by 
the public in general as showcasing dedication to superior 
standards, these Awards re�ect our commitment to delivering 
top-quality homes backed by superior customer service.”

Other winners at the awards include G. Wilson Construc-
tion for Best Residential Renovation $800,000 and Over and 
Adera Development Corporation for Sustainable and Innova-
tive Community for seven35 and Salesperson of the Year in 
New Home Construction for Stephanie Sonnenberg at Salus, 
zen and Breeze.

Among the winners in the marketing categories was MAC 
Marketing Solutions for Best Logo, Best Brochure and Best 
Project-Speci�c Website for various projects. �ey were also 
the recipient of the Grand Georgie Award for Marketing 
Campaign of the Year for Cressey’s Meccanica.

For a full list of winners and to see photos of all of the proj-
ects, visit www.georgieawards.ca.
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Building peace of mind

 “ from page.1

Local home construction professionals 
honoured at provincial award ceremony

The Platinum Georgie Award was given to Concert Real 
Estate Corporation this year. CEO David Podmore was 
on hand to receive the award from outgoing CHBA 
President MJ Whitemarsh.
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THANK YOU to our Clients, Suppliers, and 
Team who helped My House become a
Five -Time Georgie Award Winner

• 2012 BC Built Green Renovator of the Year
• Best Custom Home $1,500,000 - $3,000,000 
• Best Residential Renovation
 $500,000 - $799,999 
• Best Condo Renovation 
• Best Renovation – Any Room 
• Best Interior Design Custom Residence

 Call 604 My-House (604 694-6873) today
 to schedule a free consultation. 

 myhousedesignbuild.com

Award Winning Renovations & Custom Homes

HOME 
RENOVATIONS CUSTOM HOMES KITCHEN & BATH HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS
MECHANICAL 

PLUS

MyHouse_RenoNation_GeorgieAd_.pdf   1   13-03-14   1:29 PM

GVHBA CEO Bob de Wit notes that there are 
several bene�ts to hiring a RenoMark-certi�ed 
renovator, including the assurance that they 
are educated in the latest tools of the trade.

Submitted photo
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By Maggie Calloway

An interior design style which has 
great appeal is mixing modern, with 
sometimes very stark lines, with pieces 
made of reclaimed wood and even old 
machinery repurposed into functional 
furniture. �e advantage of repurposing 
old boards and machinery is they are 
mostly one-of-a-kind and as such much 
more interesting.

Craig Pearce, principal of Union 
Wood Supply Co., is passionate about 
aging objects of industrial origin and 
designing and building with reclaimed 
wood. In fact, he cheerfully admits 
he was born into the wrong era. A�er 
“making his bones” working with a 
rustic log cabin furniture maker, Pearce 
went on to furnish his home with his 
own designs then �lled the demands 
from friends. It was a natural next step 
to form Union Wood Supply Co.

“As far as �nding architectural salvage 
goes I have spent many years doing 
this as a hobby. I have travelled all over 
North America and made many great 
contacts,” he says. “I still travel a lot 
because salvagers usually specialize in 
one or two things and I want as much 
variety as possible so I still need to hit 
the road. We go to cities we know has 
some good old industrial history and 
start checking it out.”

Even talking about the “hunt” as he 
calls it, you can hear his excitement.

“We just got back from Oakland, 
California and bought a couple of pieces 
from an antique dealer. When we got 
talking he said if we wanted to look at 
some industrial pieces we should meet 
him at an isolated warehouse,” Pearce 
says. “�is is how we �nd some great 

pieces that are not always on display; 
we recognize each other.”

Old-growth wood is found in demo-
lition sites, salvage yards and aban-
doned buildings. Other prizes such 
as barn doors, lighting and old bricks 
are carefully removed and transported 
back to the shop to sometimes become 
part of a new project and sold.

�ese pieces are unique and o�en 
tell a story of a time and place no 
longer part of our more fast-paced life. 
�ey are o�en pieces made with pride 
to last more than a lifetime.

Working out of what was once a me-
chanic’s garage, clients at Union Wood 
Supply can browse the showroom and 
even the workshop to get inspired. 
And if what you are looking for isn’t 
there, just wait and magic may happen.

Finding a use for those 
reclaimed pieces

Craig Pearce of Union Wood Supply Co. says anything can be 
repurposed, from old typewriters, left, to bar stools and bedroom 
furniture.
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#34–3033 King George Blvd., Surrey  

604-535-1768
bestplumbers@checkpointplumbing.com    

Of�ce Hours: 8 am to 4 pm Monday to Friday

plus 2% more
when you pay  

by cash or cheque

Ask about  
our discounts

Call the friendly folks  
at Check-Point for your

• Furnace • Water Heater
• Boiler • Gas Lines    

• Plumbing • Renovations
• Instant Hot Water Heater

GET YOUR OUTDOOR BARBEQUE  
AND POOL BOILER READY

SPRING’S HERE!



B4     RenoNation  Peace Arch News, Tuesday, March 19, 2013

By Maggie Calloway

If there is one thing which will make a huge di�erence in 
both how you live in a space and, even more importantly, how 
the family feels about the space they live in, it has got to be the 
installation of skylights.

We live in a climate with many months of grey rainy days. 
�is is one of the prices we pay for the lush scenery, but if we 
live in a home with a dark interior the other price we could 
pay is the e�ect that has on our mood.

One of the worries of homeowners considering installing 
skylights is the fear of leakage. Technology has advanced a 
long way and Velux, a major manufacturer and installer of 
skylights and a leader in developing the No Leak Skylight, 
recognizes those fears and has addressed them.

Mark Taylor of Velux explains that the company is very 
aware of the homeowner’s trepidation.

“�e No Leak Skylight addresses those concerns and so sure 
are we of our product we o�er excellent warranties,” he says. 
“You are right about the need for light in our climate and the 
most e�cient way of introducing natural light into the home 

is by skylights. ... �ere are other bene�ts as 
well such as energy savings because there 
is reduced need for arti�cial light and the 
passive solar heat gain in the winter months. 
In the summer months skylights help im-
mensely with ventilation.”

One of the most e�cient ways of ventilat-
ing the home is through the roof which has 
to do with inside pressure; heat rises and 
can easily exhaust through an open skylight.

“We can, by installing skylights, ventilate 
the home, facilitate more natural light pen-
etrating the home and create a more healthy 
living environment,” Taylor says.

�e Velux website has a fascinating simu-
lation, called the Daylight Visualizer, which 
shows how light from variously positioned 
skylights will travel though a room. It’s a 
great tool to help you make a decision on 
the placement depending on the proposed 
use of the room. 

Skylights great for more than 
just letting light pour in

Skylights make a big di�erence in how much light �ows through the home, no 
matter which room they’re in.
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• Repair • Waterproofi ng • Fireplace Updates 
• New Chimney Flashing on Reroofs

• Height/width Adjustment for Gas Fireplaces

Call us. We’ve got solutions.

• Repair • Waterproofi ng • Fireplace Updates 

Masonry Chimneys our Specialty

Call us. We’ve got solutions.
CRUMBLING CHIMNEY?

Mike  Masonthe

A FATHER & SON COMPANY
50 years experience

604.908.8421
Andrew and Mike Ward

#140-9780 Cambie Road (at No. 4 Road) 
Richmond • 604.232.4501

www.greatwestpoolandspa.ca
info@greatwestpoolandspa.ca

YOUR POOL & SPA PROFESSIONALS
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:30am to 5:00pm

Pool & Spa Ltd.

Have your pool ready with BioGuard.
Sit back and relax – Let us care for your pool or spa!

Some vacancies still available for yearly maintenance contracts. Contact us for more information.
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PROVEN SEED BLENDS FOR THE LOWER MAINLAND
Homeowners • Contractors • Landscapers

Sand-Based turf • Drought Tolerant • Environmentally Friendly Turf 
Fresh Turf Delivery Daily • Low Maintenance • No Middle Man 

Direct from the grower • Professional Installation Available

 QUALITY TURF AT WHOLESALE PRICES

www.westernturffarms.com

500 ACRES
& GROWING

Call for a FREE Estimate

604-888-7072

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

• Proven Seed Blends for the Lower Mainland
• Homeowners • Contractors • Landscapers
• Sand-based Turf • Drought Tolerant
• We Grow the Most Environmentally Friendly Turf
• Fresh Turf Delivered Daily • Low Maintenance 
• No ‘Middle Man’ - Direct from the Grower
• Professional Installation Available

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

FREE
Estimates

Quality
Turf

at
Wholesale

Prices Prices 
“500 Acres
 & Growing”

CALL CALL CALL 

www.westernturffarms.com

888-7072

You Don’t Have to Spend a Lot of Money to
Have a Beautiful Lawn

604

1-888-888-7072

BC Made Solid Wood Furniture and Upholstery

Not Just Country!

OWNER

RETIRES

✁
✁

✁

✁

✁

✁

Country Woods 
Furniture

Open 7 days a week • Same location for 18 years
2320 KING GEORGE BLVD. 

(SOUTH OF 24TH AVE)    604-535-9003

FLOOR MODEL 

SALE

By Kerry Vital

As the baby boomer generation ages, it has 
become more and more important recently 
to ensure that you are comfortable and safe in 
your own home. Sometimes that entails moving 
to a smaller home or living with a relative, but 
that’s not always the best option for some. When 
you’ve lived in a home for decades and perhaps 
even raised a family there, your emotional 
attachment to your home can outweigh the 
other considerations as you age.

Luckily, there are several renovations that can 
be done to a home that will allow you to stay in 
your home through your golden years.

“People are used to being independent,” says 
Gordon Wilson of G. Wilson Construction Co. 
“�ey still want that freedom.”

One of the things that people request when 
renovating their home is a walk-in or roll-in 
shower. �is helps reduce the risk of falling 
when stepping in or out of the bathtub.

“You have to look at trip hazards,” Wilson 
says. “It’s also important to have a level yard to 
minimize the chance of falling outside.”

Having that yard is especially important for those who love 
to garden, since getting outside for a bit of fresh air and getting 
your �ngers in the dirt can be a mood-li�er

Another possible renovation is the installation of an elevator 
or a stairli�, which allow you to continue living in a home with 
multiple �oors. However, Wilson says that the ability to live on 
a single �oor is something that people should consider. �ough 
walking may not be di�cult at the start, a walker or wheelchair 
may be a necessity later on. �us, a frequent request is to widen 
the doorways.

Wilson says he’s increasingly seeing homeowners ask for 
good sound and television systems in consideration of not 
being as mobile, as well as an excellent security system with a 
panic button in case of an emergency.

“People are investing more in things like that,” he says.
Like any other home renovation, there are things you need 

to keep in mind when you’re looking at aging 
in place.

“You have to prepare to have people in 
your home,” Wilson says. “You need to select 
someone that you get along with.”

An important thing to consider is whether 
you’re willing to stay in your home while 
construction is happening.

“I tell people to pretend they’re camping,” 
Wilson says. �e scope of the work will factor 
into how long a renovation takes, and it can 
be wearing a�er awhile, but he notes that 
hiring the right company will go a long way 
toward giving you peace of mind.

While renovations can cause some 
headaches, knowing that you will be able to 
stay in your familiar home as you get older is 
well worth the trouble in the end.

Staying in your home 
through your golden years

Widening doorways, above, and installing a walk-in or roll-
in shower, bottom right, are two popular renovations when 
homeowners decide they want to stay in their home for the long 
haul.

Submitted photos
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By Maggie Calloway

So you are all excited about your impend-
ing renovation. You have met with your ar-
chitect, chosen a contractor and are all ready 
to begin … or are you? One professional who 
should be part of the team from the begin-
ning is a lighting professional, which is not to 
be confused with an electrician. �is o�en-
forgotten professional is key to how you will 
live in your renovated home and, even more 
importantly, how you will feel in the space 
going forward.

Greg Chambers of Light �e Store couldn’t 
agree more.

“I advise clients to do some homework, 
go through publications, magazines and the 
like and see how everything �ts together. 
When they get a sense of what they want and 
what feeling they want to create in the space, 
consult with a lighting designer,” he says. “�e 
one thing which changes a space the most 
is lighting and some people are very much 
a�ected by lighting so it is very critical to the 
success of the project.”

Delores Ginthner of the University of Min-
nesota has done research into the e�ect of 
lighting on how we feel and how we use space.

“�inking about the layers of light and how 
light a�ects the users of a space on both a 
psychological and behavioural level will pres-
ent you with a mental lighting design concept 
when someone asks how you light a certain 
space,” she says. “Lighting is a key factor in 
helping the space meet the intent of its owner 
and the needs of its users. Keep that in mind, 
and remember that o�en incorporating a 
lighting designer into the design team could 
be quite bene�cial to the outcome.”

“It is a huge advantage when clients bring 
their plans or drawings into our showroom 
because we can review the lighting speci�ca-

tions and show how it will look in the space. 
�is is the point where changes can be made 
if the client does not feel comfortable with the 
degree of light, the intensity, etc.,” Chambers 
says. “We have the ability to put the client 
into the atmosphere which is hard to imagine 
just looking at drawings. It is much easier to 
change drawings than change lighting when 
the renovation is complete. Lighting is the 
hardest element to �gure out because it is so 
individual. We can demonstrate how say a 
halogen, a �uorescent or an LED is going to 

look, function and feel.”
We are beginning to see how important 

it is to get lighting right. How frustrating it 
would be to �nish a renovation which looks 
fantastic but then realize there is nowhere 
for a big reader to snuggle down with a good 
book or a home chef to enjoy working in the 
kitchen.

Renovations are stressful enough and 
to end with a disappointment would be 
horri�c. Take the time to seek out the right 
professionals; you’ll be glad you did.

Let there be light: finding great 
lighting takes some research

When renovating a house, it is important to get professional help when choosing how you will 
light your new space.
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SAVE THE HST DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH
when you support our local business, 

we give back to the community

Mon 8-5 / Tues-Fri 8-6 / Sat 9-5
2546 King George Blvd. 
(next to Lordco & Fountain Tire)
www.whiterockglass.com
Call, Click or Come in Today!

www.whiterockglass.com   604-535-8852
We are a locally 

owned family 
business proudly 

serving our 
community for 
over 45 years.
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Glass

King Geo. Blvd.
★

BIG TAX SAVINGSBIG TAX SAVINGS
Automotive, Residential &

 Commercial Glass Specialists

“Like” us on Facebook to stay up to date 
on more great savings!

Must present coupon at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Limit 1 per customer.
Expires March 31, 2013

MIRRORS
AND

FRAMELESS
SHOWER
DOORS

SAVE
MIRRORS

SAVE
12%

Must present coupon at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Limit 1 per customer.
Expires March 31, 2013

SAVE
RESIDENTIAL 

GLASS & 
CUTTING 
ORDERS

RESIDENTIAL 

SAVE
12%

Must present coupon at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Limit 1 per customer.
Expires March 31, 2013

Guaranteed

ROCK 
CHIP
Repairs

plus $10 for 
each additional chip

plus $10 for 

$30
+ tax Buy one get one FREE*

With over 240 Dulux Paints locations, visit dulux.ca for a store near you.

*Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Buy any gallon (3.0L-3.78L) of Dulux or Glidden paint at a regular retail price and get the second 
gallon (of equal or lesser value) free. All products may not be available at all locations. See instore for offer details. At participating locations only.

April 23 to May 6

On any gallon of Dulux Paint

MAKE A NEW BEGINNING

Buy one get one FREE*

With over 240 Dulux Paints locations, visit dulux.ca for a store near you.

*Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Buy any gallon (3.0L-3.78L) of Dulux or Glidden paint at a regular retail price and get the second 
gallon (of equal or lesser value) free. All products may not be available at all locations. See instore for offer details. At participating locations only.

April 23 to May 6

On any gallon of Dulux Paint

MAKE A NEW BEGINNING

Buy one get one 50% off *

With over 240 Dulux Paints locations, visit dulux.ca for a store near you.
May 7 – May 27
*Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Buy any gallon (3.0L-3.78L) of Dulux Diamond Interior 
or Exterior paint at the regular retail price and get the second gallon (of equal or lesser value) 50% Off. All 
products may not be available at all locations. See in store for offer details. At participating locations only.

On any gallon of Dulux Diamond Interior or Exterior Paints*

MAKE A NEW BEGINNING

Buy one get one FREE*

With over 240 Dulux Paints locations, visit dulux.ca for a store near you.

*Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Buy any gallon (3.0L-3.78L) of Dulux or Glidden paint at a regular retail price and get the second 
gallon (of equal or lesser value) free. All products may not be available at all locations. See instore for offer details. At participating locations only.

April 23 to May 6

On any gallon of Dulux Paint

MAKE A NEW BEGINNING
Visit your local 
Dulux Paint store
102 - 2255 King George Blvd.
South Surrey
604-531-1895
www.dulux.ca
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Signed: –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  Date:  ––––––––––––––––

See Changes OK With Changes

The attached advertisement is the 
property of the Langley Times, and subject to 
copyright laws. It is not to be republished without 
expressed authorization. 
All rights reserved.©

Contact us in the Lower Mainland at 604-857-1702

1-877-707-7427  www.naturallightpatiocovers.com

Patio Covers and Enclosures
Enjoy maintenance-free outdoor living, all year long

Turn your sun-baked and rain-soaked patio into a cool, dry, sun-lit outdoor living space! 

ACRYLITE  acrylic sheets and roofing systems give you the ultimate protection from the weather, 
blocking 100% of UV and letting you enjoy the outdoors in unequaled comfort.

Check our website for our online gallery, and to find us at a Home Show or Open House near you.

INCLUDES  

A 30-YEAR  

WARRANTY!
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Do your research before starting a renovation

Eric Schapira of Klondike Contracting says the �rst step 
a homeowner should take before renovating a kitchen 
is to consider the budget.

Submitted photos

Once you decide the time is right to 
go ahead with a new kitchen, the �rst 
step is to do your homework then hire 
a contractor who can make your dream 
come true.

Klondike Contracting founder Eric 
Schapira understands how important 
this room in particular is to a family and 
he has some advice to give as you begin 
the process.

“�e �rst thing is to determine what 
the budget is and what it is you want 
to achieve. Some people are concerned 
about resale value and don’t want to 
overspend for the area so I advise speak-
ing to a realtor who is familiar with the 
neighbourhood,” he says. “�e other 
point to consider when setting a budget 
is how long are you planning on living 
in the house? If you plan on staying in 
the house for over �ve years I tell clients 
to renovate for their own enjoyment 
and don’t worry about resale. If you are 
planning on moving within �ve years 
know you will be hard-pressed to get 
your money back. It is very important to 
know the reason you are renovating and 
what the budget is.”

Schapira advises people to really know 
what it is they want to achieve out of the 
renovation in terms of how it looks and 
the functionality. Look through maga-
zines, watch TV shows or go online to 
�gure out what aesthetic you are looking 
to achieve as well as understand the 
function of the kitchen. Is it a place the 
family congregates on a regular basis, do 
you like to entertain regularly or is it a 
quiet serene place where you just have 
breakfast? 

“Once these questions are answered 
you should be looking at hiring a 

designer or a design/build 
�rm that has the ability to help 
with the design, the plan, the 
speci�cation package and the 
application for permits with 
the city,” Schapira says. “If you 
are not dealing with a design/
build �rm then deal with a 
contracting �rm that does full 
detailed budgeting so you have 
a �rm price. Some people like 
a con�rmed price, some like 
price plus. ... Some clients are 
more hands-on in the selec-
tion of materials, some like us 
to present what we feel would 
work on the particular project 
but we are happy either way.”

If there is one room in the 
house that can go wildly out of 
control budget-wise it has to 
be the kitchen so hiring a full 
service contractor with profes-
sionals involved at each stage of 
the project makes perfect sense. 

 “ from page.1
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Receive up to $2,860 
in Government Grant & York Rebates.

> LiveSmart Rebate: $1600

> Manufacturer’s Rebate: $1260
Rebate Amounts Are Based  
On Qualifying Affinity Home  

Comfort System.

Last call for 
LiveSmart Rebate

expires March 31, 2013

Offer ends March 31, 2013

SpecialFinancingAvailable

Please Call 
604-530-9010
For A Free Estimate

www.mainlandheat.com
LANG/SUR/PA
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