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Decor from
the top
down

Plain white isn’t your only
option when it comes to
decorating your ceiling

By Kerry Vital
When renovating a home,
it’s often the flooring that gets
all the attention. However,
the ceiling should be equally
important. Boring white is not
your only option!
“There are no hard rules
in decorating,” says Bev Bell,
creative director for the BeautiTone Paint and Home Products
Division at Home Hardware.
“Take a cue from Michelangelo.
He saw ceilings as a canvas!”
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The Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Association celebrated the top companies in the Metro Vancouver residential construction industry at the annual Ovation Awards, which were handed out on April
26 at a gala ceremony in downtown Vancouver.
Myshsael Schlyecher Photography photo

GVHBA honours the best at Ovation Awards
‘We are proud to be working with
world-class builders, designers and
renovators,” says CEO Bob de Wit.
By Kerry Vital
The Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Association celebrated the top companies in the Metro Vancouver residential
construction industry at the Ovation Awards, held on April 26
in downtown Vancouver.
“Homeowners in Metro Vancouver demand the very best
when it comes to the design and construction of their homes,”

says GVHBA Chief Executive Officer Bob de Wit. “Vancouver
is a leading-edge city and the design and construction of our
homes reflects this. We are proud to be working with worldclass builders, designers and renovators.”
Several companies won multiple awards. Among them was
Best Builders, who went home with six awards, including
Custom Home Builder of the Year. Their other awards were for
Best Kitchen and Greatroom Renovation for Reviving the 70s
in association with Sarah Gallop Design Inc., Best Accessible
Renovation for The Homecoming, Best Renovation $300,000
to $499,999 (for Reviving the 70s), Best Custom Home: Over
$1.5 Million for Orchard Way and Best Outdoor Living Space:
New or Renovated, also for Orchard Way.
Sarah Gallop Design Inc. was honoured with the Best
Interior Design Custom Residence: New or Renovated for the

Reviving the 70s home as well. SGDI also took home the Best
Kitchen Renovation $50,000 to $99,999 for Green With Envy.
Shakespeare Homes was also the winner of multiple awards,
including Renovator of the Year – Large Volume. Their
Mountain Highway project, in association with Susanne Doise
of Sensitive Design, took home awards for Best Addition
Renovation and Best Renovation $800,000 and Over, while
their Meadfeild project was the winner of Best Renovation:
$500,000 to $799,999.
Maison d’être design-build inc. was the winner of Best
Renovated Room for their Master Suite Getway, as well as Best
Exterior Renovation for 70’s Upgrade and Renovator of the
Year – Small Volume.
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Several Metro Vancouver companies went home with
multiple Ovation Awards at gala ceremony
“ from page. 1
Best Kitchen Renovation: $100,000 and Over was won by
Euro Canadian Construction Corp. for their English Bay
Condo Renovation. Euro Canadian also took home the award
for Best Townhouse/Condominium Renovation.
In the new home categories, Wesgroup won the Best
Single-Family Detached Home: 2,000 Square Feet and Over
for Bluetree Homes at Citadel Heights as well as Best Single
Family Residential Community for the same project. Another
Wesgroup property, Bluetree Homes at Mackin Park, won the
Best Interior Design Display Suite: Condominium award.

Talisman Homes was a multiple-award winner as
well, leaving with awards for Best Single-Family Detached Home: 2,000 Square Feet and Over for Resort
Living I and Resort Living II, as part of a three-way tie
with Wesgroup’s Bluetree Homes at Citadel Heights,
Best Single-Family Detached Home: Less than 2,000
Square Feet (for Resort Living), and Excellence in Innovation and Sustainability in New Residential Construction for Resort Living II.
Single-Family Builder of the Year was awarded to
Portrait Homes, while Multi-Family Builder of the Year
was given to Kooney Homes.
For the second year, the GVHBA gave
people the chance to choose a winner for the
People’s Choice Award. This year, reVISION
Custom Home Renovations was honoured
for their Downtown Flow project.
“More than ever people are expecting to
buy the best and they want to do it locally,”
says de Wit. “That’s why GVHBA launched
the Ovation Awards: so that homeowners can
know who the best of the best builders and
renovators are in Metro Vancouver.”
For a full list of Ovation Award winners,
visit www.ovationawards.ca.
Best Builders and Sarah Gallop Design Inc., left,
took home multiple awards for their Reviving
the 70s project, while maison d’etre design/
build, top right, was honoured for several
projects. Shakespeare Homes, right, was the
recipient of four awards, in collaboration with
Susanne Doise of Sensitive Design.
Myshsael Schlyecher Photography photos
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Making life easier with home automation
By Kerry Vital
Imagine being able to turn on
your lights before you get home,
or checking on your home security
system while on vacation. Home
automation not only makes everyday
tasks easier, it can also make for a
simpler life.
“It’s important to determine what
you want, based on your end goal,”
says Lee Rente, president of Encore
Security and Automation. “Do you
want it to automate audio? Visual?
A security system? Your lights? It’s
possible to do all of those things and
more.”
Control4 is one of the most popular
home automation systems and is able
to be installed in both existing and
new construction homes.
“It’s a scalable system,” says Rente.
“You can start small and expand as
you go. Every piece you add can be
utilized as you expand the system.
Everything works as one to create a
larger, stronger system.”
Light switches and dimmers are
particularly popular items, and can
make a big difference. Rente notes
that having the lights turn on when
you enter your home at night is one of
the most-requested options, and can
be accomplished with any automated
switch or dimmer.
“Any light switch can be swapped
out for an automated one,” he says.
“There are also a variety of wireless
controls and sensors, so your home
doesn’t have to be pre-wired.”
Having a good installer when
dealing with putting home automation
into a renovation project is
paramount.

as your iPad or smartphone, it is also
important to have a good network.
“You will run into a lot more issues
with a cheap entry-level router than if
you have a quality router,” says Rente.
“You really have to rely on the strength
of your wireless network with home
automation.”
The integral part of a home
automation system is the home
controller, which Rente calls “the
brain.”
“It will tell everything else what to
do, how to do it and when to do it,” he
says. “Everything else depends on it.
You’ll also need an interface, whether

it’s an app or a touchscreen.”
A remote control is also a handy
addition, allowing you to use a single
remote for all of your devices instead
of having to keep track of multiple
pieces.
Installing home automation into an
existing home can be more work and
will take longer than it would to install
it during construction, but Rente says
not to let that deter you.
“If you plan out the project and
can use your existing wires and other
technology, it doesn’t have to be hard,”
he says.
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The sky’s the limit when it
comes to ceiling decor
the ceiling colour about six inches down the
wall.
Something else to keep in mind when
Paint is one of your many options when it comes to the
choosing a colour for your ceiling is that the
ceiling. While white is a classic and still the most popular,
adding a splash of colour to the ceiling might be just what your lighting will be very different. The same colour
on a wall and a ceiling will look different as the
room needs. But how do you choose which colour?
walls are hit with more light.
“There are a couple of simple colour premises, that when
“The trick to ending up with a ceiling colour
followed, help to create a harmonious look in a room,” says
true
to what you want is to make sure to hold
Bell. “Cool and light colours recede, warm and darker colours
the colour sample over your head,” Bell says.
advance.”
“That way the light will hit it the same way it
When used on a ceiling, a light colour will make the ceiling
will once the colour is painted on the ceiling.”
appear higher, while a dark colour will make it look lower.
Something that you should keep in mind
Another way to make a ceiling look higher or lower is to paint
however is that a ceiling is
rarely perfect, and thus Bell
recommends choosing a flat
paint in order to hide some of
the imperfections.
If you’re looking for
something a bit different,
try putting wallpaper on the
ceiling.
“People are learning that
wallpaper doesn’t have to
be just for walls,” says Anita
Modha, owner and CEO at ROLLOUT
Custom Wallpaper. “Part of the allure of
putting wallpaper on the ceiling is the texture
and design.”
Modha notes that bright and bold colours
are the most popular for ceilings, but it
depends on the room it’s being installed in.
For example, a living room might be a better
place to do something bold and graphic,
while a quieter pattern would be more suited
to a bedroom.
“You want to make sure it’s something that
you don’t mind looking at every morning,”
says Modha. “You don’t want to be startled
Whether it’s a coat of paint or wallpaper, a pop of colour on the ceiling can make a
when you wake up!”
room much more interesting.
One advantage of putting wallpaper on a
Photos submitted by Beauti-Tone
ceiling is that it’s not a permanent change.
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“It can be a really great way to change a space quite quickly,”
Modha says.
However, she also recommends making sure that the work is
done by a professional installer, especially when it comes to the
ceiling. A very high ceiling would need to involve scaffolding,
which is not something that most homeowners will want to
deal with on their own.
Tin ceilings are another trend that is coming back. Originally
popular in the Victorian era as an inexpensive alternative to
plaster, peel-and-stick tin ceiling tiles are now available in a
range of intricate designs that still mirror their humble origins.
Wood planks installed on the ceiling might seem like you’re
turning the room upside-down, but they’re also great for
adding texture to a space. Beadboard can give you a similar
look.
“It takes just a few dollars to transform a room from lovely
to ‘wow,’” Bell says. “Don’t overlook those ceilings because they
really do add a lot to the whole look of your home.”
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