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Decor 
for the 
younger set

By Kerry Vital

If you’re interior design-
inclined, one of the fun parts 
of raising a child can be 
decorating their room, whether 
it’s designing their nursery or 
re-decorating a room to suit an 
older kid who has outgrown 
their babyish tastes. However, if 
trendy home decor isn’t high on 
your priority list, it can be hard 
to know where to start.

“You want timeless pieces 
that can grow with the child,” 
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Design for a nursery or child’s 
room has come a long way 

since blue for boys and pink 
for girls.

w w w . c o a s t a p p l i a n c e s . c o m

Coast has the Brands you Want, 
and the Expertise you Need!

Vancouver:  8488 Main St

Surrey:  19495 56 Ave

Coquitlam:  #1-1315 United Blvd

Abbotsford:  34445 Marshall Rd

By Kerry Vital

Old is new again with Best Builders’ 70s-style project that 
has more than a touch of retro fl air. In partnership with Sarah 
Gallop Design Inc., Best Builders was able to give the home-
owners exactly what they were looking for while sticking to 
budget and bringing everything in on time.

“Th e homeowner had a specifi c style in mind,” says Best 

Builders owner Todd Best. “It really turned out amazing.”
Best notes that the original home was very closed off , with 

individual rooms instead of open space. He and his team 
opened up the entire main fl oor to make it more useable for 
the entire family.

“Now, there’s nowhere in the house that you can’t hear ‘time 
for dinner!’” Best says. “It’s a complete transformation.”

Th e outdoor space is one of the most spectacular things 
about the new home, and Best is very proud of it.

“Th e outdoor turf soccer fi eld is built to the same specifi ca-
tions as the (Vancouver) Whitecaps fi eld,” he says.

Th at fi eld can also be turned into a volleyball court by fold-
ing away the nets. Th ere is also an outdoor fi re pit and new 
tiered sun deck, among other features.

“You never have to leave the house,” says Best, adding that 

the homeowner’s children come home with their friends every 
day and spend hours playing outside. Of course, that’s only 
when their parents aren’t using it themselves. Th ere is now 
2,100 square feet of outdoor living space for the family to 
enjoy.

“We were constantly working with the homeowners,” says 
Best. “Our guys would be talking to them and giving them 
new ideas all the time.”

Other outdoor additions included new fencing, a new gate 
and a trellis.

Th e homeowners wanted to keep the 1970s look of the exte-
rior, so Best and his team removed the old cladding, planed it 
and re-installed it. Th e aim was to respect the existing 

Reviving the 70s with the help of Best Builders
Best Builders worked with Sarah 
Gallop Design Inc. to create a 
modernized home while still keeping 
the 70s style the owner wanted.

The homeowner had a specifi c style in mind when renovating his home, and Best Builders, in collaboration with Sarah Gallop Design Inc., was able to give him that with retro touches such as contrasting 
white and dark fl at crown cabinetry.
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architecture while making it more functional 
and modern for the family.

“Outside, there’s nothing spectacular about 
it,” Best says. “Th ey wanted it to look like 
the other homes on the street, but inside it’s 
refi ned.”

Th ey kept the old fi replace and used match-
ing bricks to patch where the new beams tie 
in, and kept many of the interior features such 
as the cedar panelling.

“All of the furniture was custom-built in 
California,” says Best. New millwork was 

added, including shoe storage in an 
entry pony wall for extra convenience 
and fl at crown cabinetry that utilizes 
contrasting white and dark fi nishes.

Th e master bedroom was moved 
downstairs and a spa-like ensuite was 
added, and the kitchen was moved 
from the centre of the home to the rear 
wall to create a great room-kitchen 
combination. A live edge wood bar top 
is included on the kitchen island for an 
extra touch of vintage style.

Th e redesigned family room is now 
the favoured place for the whole family 

to spend time together, whether 
it’s doing homework or watching 
a movie by the fi re. 

“Family comes fi rst to the 
homeowner,” says Best. “It’s been 
a very well-received project.”

Th e home has been named 
a fi nalist in three categories at 
the Greater Vancouver Home 
Builders’ Association Ova-
tion Awards, for Best Kitchen 
and Greatroom Renovation, 
Best Renovation: $300,000 to 
$499,999 and Best Outdoor 
Living Space: New or Renovated. 
Th e winners will be named on 
April 26.

“We have a very strong team,” 
says Best. “We guarantee qual-
ity and take great pride in our 
fi nishing.”
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Newly renovated home includes 
professional-quality soccer pitch in yard

The soccer pitch was built to the same specifi cations 
as the Vancouver Whitecaps fi eld, above, while 
the exterior, far left, was rebuilt to fi t in with the 
surrounding neighbourhood. Cedar panelling, left, was 
retained as another 70s-style feature.

Ema Peter photos
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PROVEN SEED BLENDS FOR THE LOWER MAINLAND
Homeowners • Contractors • Landscapers

Sand-Based turf • Drought Tolerant • Environmentally Friendly Turf 
Fresh Turf Delivery Daily • Low Maintenance • No Middle Man 

Direct from the grower • Professional Installation Available

 QUALITY TURF AT WHOLESALE PRICES

www.westernturffarms.com

500 ACRES
& GROWING

604-888-7072 
ABBOTSFORD, CHILL WACK & MISSION 604-850-6660

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

SPRING IS THE BEST SPRING IS THE BEST 
TIME TO START TIME TO START 
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

Call for a FREE Estimate

Contact us in Greater Vancouver at 604-857-1702
1-877-707-7427   www.naturallightpatiocovers.com

Includes  

a 30-year  

warranty

Wood Structures

Eze-Breeze Walls Sliding GlassCathedral Style Classic Style

Decks, Patio Covers and Sunrooms
Check our website for our online gallery, and to  

Enjoy comfortable outdoor living - all year round!
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• Vinyl Sundecks
• Cedar/Composite Decking
• Picket/Glass Railings
• Deck Construction & Renovations
• Professional Staff • Fully Insured/WCB

YOUR LOCAL

DEALER

YOUR LOCAL

604.SUN.DECK
604.786.3325

www.citywidesundecks.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
AND RENOVATIONS

www.askshell.com 
604-542-2236

Unit 7 - 2320 King George Blvd., White Rock

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS

WINDOWS • ALL RENO SERVICES

HANDYMAN SERVICES

WALK IN SHOWERS & BATHS

A+ rating Call 778-888-4435

•  Kitchen & 
Bathroom 
Renovations

•  Sustainable 
Building 
Consulting

•  Air Leakage 
Testing

Thinking of 
Remodeling?

Doug McRae
CEA, CSBA
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says Jacqueline De’Ath, owner and designer at 
Homeworks Etc. Designs, noting the example 
of a changing table that converts to a dresser 
once the child is no longer in diapers.

Many cribs will convert into a toddler bed, 
and a well-chosen room theme can continue 
to be appropriate for many years.

“I see a lot of repurposing furniture,” says 
De’Ath. “You can take an end table and make 
it into a nightstand. Paint it a bright colour to 
add a pop to the room.”

Textiles such as sheets and pillows are 
another way to add interest to a room. Prints 

such as triangles, circles and plus signs are all 
popular right now.

“People are introducing metallics,” says 
De’Ath. “Th e easiest way is through a wall 
decal, lamps or other light fi xtures.”

Like many other rooms, grey is a big colour 
for nurseries and kid’s bedrooms for 2014.

“It’s popular in all tones,” says De’Ath.
Easy additions to spice up a nursery or 

children’s room include personalized decor 
such as wooden letters spelling out their name.

“Kids love to see their names,” says De’Ath.
Keeping things organized, especially when 

there’s a baby around, is extremely important. 
Having everything to hand with wall hooks 

and other storage solutions can save you 
valuable seconds.

As for themes, popular ones might be 
familiar to many of us.

“Animals are always a classic for 
nurseries,” says De’Ath. “Th ey never go out 
of style.”

Other popular themes for a baby or older 
child’s room right now include pirates, 
dinosaurs, fl owers and the ever-classic 
princesses. Making a room themed can be 
as easy as fi nding the perfect decal to add to 
a wall.

“Wall decals are almost replacing 
wallpaper right now,” says De’Ath. “Th ey’re 
not as permanent, so they can be removed 
easily.”

She also notes that blackboards are 
popular additions to bedrooms right 
now.

“You can write little notes and 
messages to your kid,” De’Ath says. 
“Kids love notes, and it encourages 
play in a room.”

Her number one tip for parents?
“Keep it simple,” she says. “You 

should also know your style. Is it 
modern, classic, vintage? You need to 
know what you’re looking for.”

She also recommends making sure 
the room is functional by ensuring 
that it has space for sleeping, playing 
and whatever else the child will use 
it for.

Decorating a nursery or children’s 
room has come a long way in the 
past few decades; you’re no longer 
relegated to blue for boys and pink 
for girls. Now, you can decorate that 
room just as you would decorate 
your own; suiting the occupant’s taste 
and style.
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Animals never go out of style 
when it comes to nursery decor

Animals are still a popular theme for nurseries and children’s bedrooms, no matter the gender. 
Making sure the room is functional on top of being cute and comfortable is important.

Photos submitted by Homeworks Etc. Designs
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#3-34252 Marshall Road, Abbotsford 604-746-0943
6245 - 202 Street, Langley 604-599-0070
#5-12990 80th Ave., Surrey 778-323-8453

TILE MARTTILE MART..caca
We Will Beat

Anyone's Price By

10%

Take 
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DAY!

Installed

7" wide Laminate

$479/sqft

Porcelain 12 x 24
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Ledgestone 6 x 24
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$449/sqft
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7" wide Hardwood

$750/sqft
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$799/sqft

DO NOT PAY FOR 1 YEAR! OAC
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