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everything’s

looking up:
Looked up lately? Perhaps it’s time to freshen up the 
ceilings throughout the entire house. From crown 
mouldings to coffered, from dropped ceiling to tin, the 
choices are endless. The result can add new style to 
the home that wasn’t there before, and add value if the 
homeowners are selling.  > P.13

April 2010
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 BIG VALLEY
Since 1986

HEATING & SHEET METAL LTD.

11868 216th Street, Maple Ridge 604-467-6474
Licensed, Bonded & Insured Gas Filters

Locally Owned & Operated • Custom Sheet Metal Shop
*Limited time offer

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REBATE 

UP TO 
$790 

ON G71 OR G61 ENERGY STAR 
FURNACE (INSTALLED)

UP TO
$500 
ON ENERGY STAR 

HEAT PUMP INSTALL

AND

11868

Take it 
from drab 
to fab
To suit the needs of a chang-
ing family dynamic, a Metro 
Vancouver company turned an 
aging, uncomfortable house 
into a modern, airy home that 
better meets the family’s needs. 
Basil Restorations Ltd. just won 
the prestigious Canadian Home 
Builders’ Association’s SAM 
award for this New Westminster 
Screen House,  for Whole House 
Renovation. Find out why the 
family renovated and how the 
house turned out   ›› p.5

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Every now and then shoppers 
will stumble upon a place that is so 
wonderful and unique, they can’t get 
it out of their minds.

Vancouver’s Main Street is a great 
example – a wonderful, quirky street 
that is always changing and always 
interesting.

A recent fabulous fi nd is JoJo’s 
Place, on Main Street’s Antique Row. 
JoJo’s Place is not an antique shop 

in the usual 
sense, although 
wonderful items 
from years gone 
by are present.

And this is not 
a furniture shop, 
at least not in 
the usual sense, 
although they do 
sell furniture.

Store founders 
Josh and Janet Rosen didn’t origi-
nally intend to open Jojo’s Place.

Josh was working in a completely 
diff erent fi eld, as a fl oor trader. He 
would come home from work every 
day and Janet, who is extremely 
creative, would show him “some-
thing fabulous” she had made during 
the day.

Janet would fi nd orphaned pieces 
of furniture, Josh says, then paint 
and embellish them, to make them 
more interesting.

Old can be 
beautiful: 
furniture

A Jojo’s armoir.

CONTINUED ON P.6

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Ten years ago, a Metro Vancouver family 
faced a tough decision.

Th e Kang family – Sunny and Han and 
their young son – made a smart personal 
and fi nancial choice. Th ey fi gured out 

where they wanted to live over the long-
term, investigated which schools they be-
lieved would be the best for their son, then 
bought what they could then aff ord: one of 
the worst houses on a great street.

Th e home was in desperate need of work.
“Th e house had major problems 

throughout,” says Han Kang.
“In the fall and winter months, the lack 

of insulation and the badly fi tted windows 
made for a very chilly, draft y home.”

Tempted to start piecemeal renovations 

Problematic to prize-winner

RJR Construction won a SAM award for this North Vancou-
ver home renovation. L-R: Project manager John Campbell, 
designer Osman Ozakcayli and RJR Construction owner Shawn 
Stewart pose with the prize-winning home.  Rob Newell photo

CONTINUED ON P.2
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as the budget allowed over the years, the 
family made the choice to wait until a full-on 
renovation was fi nancially possible.

Th at time fi nally arrived, and the next ma-
jor decision was who they should trust with 
this once-in-a-lifetime project.

Again, the Kangs did the smart thing and 
took advantage of the Greater Vancouver 
Home Builders’ Association annual Parade 
of Renovated Homes, a tour of several Metro 
Vancouver homes featuring professional reno-
vators, many of them award winners.

Th e bonus was the renovation contractor 
was on-site at each of the fi nished homes to 
off er expert advice and discuss the craft s-
manship that went into the reno. Th e homes 
included in the tour featured projects ranging 
from $70,000 to more than $700,000. 

Th e tour of the renovated homes allowed 
the Kangs to not only meet the actual con-
tractors, but to look for a home that closely 
matched what they dreamed of for their own.

It was at a home in North Vancouver they 
found a match. Th e home was renovated to 
their taste and the workmanship was top-
notch.

Meeting the contract renovator, Shawn 
Stewart of RJR Construction, at the site and 
the ability to ask lots of questions, was a huge 
benefi t, say the Kangs.

“We were very impressed with Shawn and 
the work done by RJR but we did our due 
diligence and interviewed other potential 
contractors, plus we followed up with the ref-

erences from past clients of RJR,” Kang says.
“Th e feedback we received from RJR cli-

ents, not just for the work but for the care and 

Full-house 
renovation a 
sound decision
CONTINUED FROM P.1

Before and after photos show how much the 
Vancouver home’s exterior improved.

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

CONTINUED ON P.3
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attention paid during and post-renovation, 
really made us feel comfortable.”

Stewart says the Kangs’ decision to reno-
vate the house as opposed to moving was 
a good decision, as the home was the right 
size for the family and it was situated in a 
sought-aft er neighbourhood where their 
young son was already established in a good 
school.

“Th e Kangs needed what was in eff ect, a 
new home on the same footprint,” Stewart 
says. “Th e question was, can they get what 
they dreamed of for a reasonable dollar 
value. We put some diff erent options on the 
table, which was followed by some back-
and-forth between needs and wants and 
budget.”

Th e end result was agreeable to both, 
Stewart adds.

“We ended up with a design they wanted 
with the layout they wanted.”

Th e family moved out of the house for the 
six months of the renovation, as there was 
no area of the house that wasn’t aff ected. 
Th e home was stripped back to the studs, all 
the electrical was updated to code and the 
modern needs of today’s family.

Th e plumbing was also stripped out and 
replaced, on-demand hot water systems 
were installed, as well as a high-effi  ciency 
furnace, and all the windows were replaced 
with low-emissivity windows.

Th e perimeter drains, which had created 
huge problems over the years with moisture 
penetrating the basement, were all redone. 

Stewart notes that all the fi nishings 
throughout the home are top-notch, includ-
ing a basement bathroom walk-in shower 
that allows the family to come in from the 
garden and shower off , so as not to track 
dirt into the main part of the home.

Choosing to renovate 
an existing house 
in a neighbourhood 
they liked was a wise 
decision for the Kang 
family. Now, they live 
in a home that has won 
a prestigious national 
renovation award, in a 
North Vancouver com-
munity they love. They 
also liked working with 
RJR Construction.
‘The experience was 
very positive through-
out the process and 
post-construction,” says 
homeowner Han Kang.
‘We are thrilled with the 
results.’

Homeowners 
happy with 
home reno
CONTINUED FROM P.2
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CONTINUED ON P.4
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1149 Grant Street, Vancouver BC  •  info@rjrrenovator.com  •  rjrrenovator.com

RJR Construction Management
Ltd.

604.254.1760 or 604.987.5438

Award-winning
Full Service Contractor.
From concept to completion.

Setting the standard for
excellence in renovations.

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

Let this award winning team put the into your next project.

Contact us for your free consultation:
Surrey: 15356 Fraser Hwy. 
Vancouver: 1275 West 6th Ave.

604-MY-HOUSE (694-6873)
www.myhousedesignbuild.com

BEFORE

AFTER

Working with a family that knew what 
they wanted was fantastic, Stewart 
says.

“The great advantage of working 
with the Kangs was they had really 
done their homework. Pretty much 
all the decisions about finishes, colours, 
countertops and hardware had already 
been investigated and choices made,” says 
Stewart.

“This made the project move along much 
more smoothly than if everything had to 
stop and start while all the hundreds of 
details on finishing were made.”

Both Sunny and Han Kang are mortgage 
brokers and run their company, Advanced 
Design Mortgages Inc., from their home, 
which necessitated incorporating separate 
offices for each of them.

The solution was to create an L-shaped 
room which made them separate but still 
connected.

Because the offices are in the basement, 
RJR put in a raised hard-core floor.

The home is on concrete, so this gives 
the family a nice, soft feel to the flooring, 
and they can lay anything they want on top, 
plus, it gives an insulated value that stops 
any dampness and cold from penetrating. 

The main living area is a traditional 

L-shaped space with the 
kitchen and dining room 
done in an open plan, so no one 
person is ever isolated in the kitchen.

The dining room, beside the kitchen, is 
set off beautifully with a stunning chande-
lier. One feature that is extremely striking is 
the way light floods in to every part of the 
home which, along with the design, makes 
this a very happy place to live.

The renovation brought 
the value of the house up to 

the standard in the neigh-
bourhood and made perfect 

financial sense, and created a comfortable, 
functional home for the Kang family.

And the Kangs couldn’t be happier.
“We certainly made the right choice 

choosing RJR Construction,” Kang says.
“The experience was very positive 

throughout the process and post-construc-
tion. Shawn Stewart was meticulous about 
every step and we are thrilled with the 
results.”

Knowing what 
you want helps 
the renovators
CONTINUED FROM P.3

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

AFTER From the kitchen and main living area to 
bedrooms, bathrooms and even the laundry 
room, this entire North Vancouver home 
was renovated based on the family’s wants 
and needs.
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

It was time to re-assess the home situa-
tion for a New Westminster family.

With their three children away at uni-
versity, the husband and wife took a good 
look at their empty nest and decided to 
downsize from their 3,500 square foot New 
Westminster Queens Park home to a one-
storey 1950s bungalow.

So far so good – until two of the off -
spring fl ew back to the nest (not an unusual 
occurrence these days) and the downsized 
house was just not big enough. As is oft en 
the case, the neighbourhood was perfect, 
with friends close by but what to do with 
the house? 

Whatever they decided to do to the 
house, it had to perform many functions. 
First, it had to accommodate the parents 
and the two adult off spring. It also had to 
accommodate a studio, as the husband is an 
artist and most importantly, when the kids 
fi nally move out, the house had to revert to 
a home that worked for the couple.

Enter architect Randy Bens and Basil 
Restorations Ltd. Basil Restorations started 
business in New Westminster 21 years ago 
and have specialized in the restoration 
of heritage houses and as a company, are 
extremely sensitive to the history and tradi-
tion of the community. Th e company also 
does non-heritage renovations, in this case 

the Screen House, successfully.
Bens was a perfect choice for this proj-

ect. He worked for Arthur Erickson and 
other renowned giants in the business, and 
decided he wanted to specialize in well-
designed and unique single-family homes. 
Th is is where his passion lies and, looking 
at his portfolio, it is clear to see his clients 

are the recipients of this passion.
Th e trio of players in this project – 

the homeowners, the architect, and the 
contractor – worked together to produce 
a stunning home that not only works for 
the family but has been honoured, just last 

Diamond in 
the rough 
sparkles 
after reno

A picture is worth 1,000 words ... and the before 
and after photos certainly tell the story here.

Top photo: Mark Wittig (left), president, and Miles Wittig, general manager of Basil Res-
toration Ltd., with their SAM Award for Best Renovation over $500,000. Rob Newell photo

BEFORE

AFTER

CONTINUED ON P.11

Design Your DreamsDesign Your DreamsDesign Your Dreams

#109-15272 Croyden Drive, Surrey

Screen Specialists.
Manufacturer of quality door & window screens.
GLASS & WINDOW REPLACEMENT

*Excludes Retractable Screens. Min. $150 per order.
Expires April 30, 2010. Must be presented at time of order.

WHY WAIT?
BUY NOW!

#9 - 2320 King George Highway 
604-536-4012 • lundlineglass@yahoo.ca

GLASS & ALUMINUM (1996) LTD. 

FREE ESTIMATESWe beat any competitor's written quote on window screens or glass!

WE SUPPLY & INSTALL:
■  Patio Covers
■  Balcony/Enclosures/Sunrooms 
■  Aluminum Railing
■ Window Replacements

■  Window Screens
■ Residential Glass 
■  Retractable Screens
■  Storm Doors

We repair most 
styles of windows 

& screens. 
A selection 

of parts also 
available.

order.

15%
& Residential Glass

OFF
Screens

SAVE
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“Round cheese boxes were painted with wonderful 
vignettes,” he says.

“After a certain point, the house was getting a little 
overwhelmed with these creations and I suggested we 
should start trying to sell some ... at least see if anyone was 
interested.”

Josh packed off  a couple of items to a local boutique, say-
ing if the owner is interested he could give them a call and 
if not he would pick them up. The boutique owner was very 
interested and bought a number of Janet’s creations, and 
that is what started the ball rolling toward Jojo’s place.

“Things moved along very well and around 1995, I decided 
this was way more fun than what I was doing for a living so 
we jumped in and opened the shop,” says Josh.

“As I got more involved and more interested, I started fi nd-
ing things for Janet to work on and really enjoyed the hunt. 
Things evolved and Janet, who was never really a fan of retail, 
became less involved.”

Today Josh and a group of artisans with varied skill sets 
make beautiful furniture. Hundred-year-old industrial ma-
chinery becomes part of a coff ee table. An old piece of mar-
ble, aged to perfection, becomes a baker’s table. Reclaimed 
wood is lovingly shaped into a one-of-a-kind dining table.

“I try to fi nd things I like, which I fi nd interesting and 
appealing. Sometimes things I fi nd are wonderful on their 
own and sometimes we fi nd new ways to make them work in 
today’s world,” Josh says.

Everything in the store is intriguing, everything deserves 
a closer look and a discussion. Every single item has integrity 
and it is obvious the new incarnations will still be used an-
other 100 years from now.

Josh agrees.
“Everything we put on the fl oor for sale will stand the test 

of time. If you fi nd something that is good quality and has 
integrity and is well-constructed, it can again be repurposed,” 
says Josh.

“A perfect example is the iron grates we have on the wall. 
The thing I love about them is they were created in a time 
when things were functional, durable and aesthetically ap-
pealing – what a wonderful combination.”

Give yourself a treat, take an afternoon and pay Josh a 
visit in his wonderful shop. It’s a given that you’ll love every 
minute.

Giving furniture a new 
look and new purpose
CONTINUED FROM P.1

Everything old’s new 
again at Jojo’s Place, a 
unique store on Van-
couver’s Main Street, 
where recycling and re-
purposing old furniture 
and objects into new 
treasures is all in a day’s 
work.  John Asbacher photos

Surfside Flooring

Many More In-store Specials – Free Estimates

15229 RUSSELL AVENUE WHITE ROCK • 604-538-2733
www.surfsideflooring.ca

Mon. - Fri. 10am - 6pm  Sat. 10am - 5pm

Professional 

Hardwood 

Refi nishing 

Available!

WHY HARDWOOD?
HARDWOOD OFFERS MANY WELL-KNOWN 

ADVANTAGES. IT’S NATURAL, BEAUTIFUL, WARM 
AND EASY TO MAINTAIN. IT COSTS ABOUT 
AS MUCH AS OTHER HIGH QUALITY FLOOR 

COVERINGS, BUT IT LASTS DOZENS OF YEARS. 
IT ALSO CREATES A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT, 

MINIMIZING RISK OF DUST ALLERGIES.

AVAILABLE IN MANY STYLES WITH A WIDE VARIETY 
OF FEATURES, HARDWOOD FLOORING CAN 

COMPLETE ANY DECOR. HARDWOOD ENHANCES 
A HOME’S INTERIOR AND ADDS MUCH TO ITS 

RESALE VALUE.

TAKE THE TIME TO COMPARE THE MANY POSSIBLE 
FLOOR COVERINGS AND CONSIDER THEIR BENEFITS 

OVER THE LONG TERM. THINK ABOUT THE FEEL 
YOU WANT TO GIVE TO YOUR HOME. 
NATURAL IS BEAUTIFUL! ABOVE ALL, 

CHOOSE WOOD BECAUSE YOU 
LOVE ITS WARM, CLASSIC BEAUTY.

“ANDERSON” 
CASITA BLANCA
Hickory / 4 Colours

$5.99 sq. ft.

M I t S

“MODEL” 3¼” 
BRAZILIAN CHERRY
$6.49 sq. ft.

“VINTAGE” 3” or 4” 
SOLID RED OAK or MAPLE

Natural / Stain

$5.99 sq. ft.

i l F E ti

STRAND BAMBOO
6’ Lengths

From 
$3.99 sq. ft.

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Check–Point 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas Fitting Inc.

Offi ce Hours: 8 a.m to 4 p.m Monday to Friday

#34–3033 King George Hwy., Surrey
604-535-1768

bestplumbers@checkpointplumbing.com

The friendly folks at Check-Point service
• Water Heaters • Furnaces
• Boilers • Gas Lines • Plumbing
• Instant Hot Water Heaters

Call Dave, Rich, Kent & Beth

If your hot water 
tank leaks...

remember we offer
SAME DAY 
SERVICE

FREE
CONSULTATION
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Turning a bathroom into a place 
for luxurious pampering may not be 
in everyone’s budget, but if you like to 
de-stress at the end of the day amid 
glowing candles and steaming, scented, 
bubbling water, you might want to 
consider a bathroom renovation.

A heated fl oor is a must for many 
– there is nothing relaxing about hop-
ping around on a freezing cold fl oor. 
Many homeowners also choose to 
install heated towel bars; warm fl oors 
and toasty towels are essential to the 
feeling of spa luxury.

Jason Kuss, branch manager of Rob-
inson Lighting and Bath in Vancouver, 
has his fi nger on the pulse of what 
makes a home bathroom go from ‘just 
OK’ to ‘wow.’

“Th e biggest trend is creating a 
home spa that not only is relaxing at 
the end of the day, but promotes health 
and well-being,” says Kuss.

“People are looking for a spot in the 
home where they can get away from 
the stresses of the day.”  Depending on 
space available and budget, Kuss says 
there are a number of options hom-
eowners can choose.

Th e number one thing to create the 
spa feeling would likely be installing 
a bathtub like the BainUltra from a Ca-
nadian manufacturer, Kuss says.

“Th e BainUltra has what they call 
a thermal masseur, which is an air 
system. It’s not re-circulating water like 
a whirlpool,” he notes.

“Th e advantage of this system is 
instead of water just hitting the body 

where the water jets are, the air system 
creates bubbles with between 40 to 60 
jets, which gives a full-body massage.”

Bathrooms, especially home spa 
bathrooms, are still predominantly 
white. Texture in colours from nature, 
such as natural stone sinks, create 
interest and remove the possibility of 
the spa looking clinical.

Th e sink is where the homeowner 
can make a fashion statement. Every 
shape – from troughs to basins to 
rectangular to circles – and materials 
including stone, glass and copper, are 
available.

Steam showers are a wonderful addi-
tion if homeowners are renovating and 
can install a purpose-built shower to 
take steam, but if not, another option 
is to install a steam generator if the 
shower stall can be sealed. No one 
wants expensive wallpaper rolling 
off  the wall while they are enjoying a 
relaxing steam.

One trend that seems to be here 
to stay is the West Coast affi  nity for 
minimalist, zen-like bathrooms with 
thick white towels and a white cotton 
housecoat to wrap yourself in aft er an 
hour or two of pampering.

Pamper yourself with a spa-like bathroom where you can de-stress. Bain Ultra photo

Turn your 
bathroom 
into a spa

Steam showers can help ease all the 
tension away. Bain Ultra photo

SPECIAL
PURCHASE

1 WEEK 

ONLY

featuring comfort & support enhancing technology

$999
Queen 2pc Set 

REG. $1,999

   SAVE
$1,000

Delivery, set-up
and removal with
any mattress set.

FREE

3033 King George Hwy.

604-531-8331
“We do more than the others do”

Memory 
Foam 

Pressure 
Relief 

System

Re-Roofing Specialists • Over 35 Years ExperienceRe Roofing Specialists • Over 35 Years Experience

SEMIAHMOO 
ROOFING LTD.

Cedar Conversions • Metal Roofing • Cedar Shakes

604-536-2668
“Your backyard is our backyard”

RESIDENTIAL                  COMMERCIAL

www.semiahmooroofing.com

Book Early To Avoid The New HST Tax
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Many homeowners labour long and 
hard to make their garden and outdoor 
leisure space look great, but outdoor 
lighting is oft en ignored.

Done correctly, outside lighting – 
just like interior lighting – can take a 
space from serviceable to spectacular.

Lighting is needed outside for safety, 
as well as aesthetic, reasons. Path-
ways, driveways, and the house 
address should be lit up so 
people can fi nd them.

Lighting the house 
number is about directing 
fi rst-time guests to the home 
but, more importantly, to assist 
emergency response teams to 
identify your home as quickly as pos-
sible. A home properly lit outside will 
go a long way to deter home invasion. 
Removing dark, shadowy areas of your 
property gives intruders pause, and 
planning for the worst while hoping 
for the best never hurts.

Today’s trend to outdoor living 
spaces, with the same comforts as the 
home’s interior, has created the need 
for outdoor lamps with shades made 
of material that is resistant to fading, 
mildew and staining.

Th e best way to start planning the 
property’s outdoor lighting needs is to 
make a list of where the family would 
like lighting, and not forgetting special 
areas in the landscape such as swim-

ming pools, water features, stairs and 
level changes.

If a homeowner is installing the 
outdoor lighting, it is a good idea to 
position the lights at diff erent points 
around the garden without installing 
them – this way, the homeowner can 
move the lights around until he feels 
he has the right balance.

Energy effi  ciency is a necessity today 
and outdoor lights are no exception.

Solar is obviously the most effi  cient, 
but the reality of living on the grey, 
Wet Coast means, in most applica-
tions, low-voltage lighting is more 
reliable.

Low-voltage lights are easy for the 
homeowner to install if there is an 
outdoor power outlet; a transformer 
reduces the household current to 12 
volts and can also control when lights 

turn on and off , if they include a 
timer. One of the advantages 

of low-voltage lights is they 
can be positioned around 
the property with the lights 
on, so the homeowner can 
immediately make any neces-

sary adjustments.
“Low-voltage lights are very 

easy for a home owner to install,” says 
Design Lighting lighting specialist 
Harry Ten Haaf.

“If it is possible, and to make life 
easier, buy all your parts and pieces 
from the same manufacturer so every-
thing fi ts together seamlessly,” he says.

Ten Haaf agrees that a properly il-
luminated garden takes the property to 
new heights and, from a practical point 
of view, makes the space more usable.

He notes that Design Lighting works 
with all kinds of people, from the 
homeowner to the landscape architect 
to the building contractor.

“We are like any other piece in the 
renovation plan – the earlier we are 
involved in the process, the better.”

Light up the 
outside of 
your home

LET THERE
BE LIGHT

Let there be light: outdoor lighting can 
be attractive and functional. Design Lighting

If you can dream it…
MPB can make it 

come true!

www.mpbconstruction.com
62-15515-24th Avenue, 

Surrey, BC  V4A 2J4  •  604-538-9622
Call for a no obligation home consultation 2008 & 2009 

“Georgie Award” Finalist
Best Kitchen Renovationwww.rona.ca

3165 King George Hwy., South Surrey  
604.535.9888

FAYE 30" VANITY
stu#2003529

SALE

REG $96900

$24200

KIKO 30" VANITY
stu#2003516

SALE

REG $93900

$23400

Home Centre
The How-to People

Limited Quantities
While Supplies Last

VanitySALE

Monday, May 3 OFF10%
Everything in the store

Next Senior’s Day

Cash & Carry only - *No special orders
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Grand Opening Safe Bathing Center 
– Showroom Now Open –

Your bathroom can now become 
the safest room in your home 
thanks to innovative solutions 
from Safe Bathing Center.

Specializing in 
Home Accessibility 
Safety Renovations

Stair Lifts and Home Elevators
• Practical • Cost-effective

•  Easily fi ts into an existing shower space
• Comes with fi tted seat and grab bars
• Over 25 different designs available

Walk-in Shower

•  Easy-to-use door locking system
• Pre-set water temperature
• Steel support frame
• Many models and styles to choose from

Walk-in Bath

Safety Rails
The single most 

effective safety addition 
you can make in your 

home. Why wait? 
Avoid slips and falls.

Hygiene 
Comfort Toilets 

for hands-free cleansing

Designed to replace 
existing bathtubs and showers

Enjoy safe comfortable bathing...

Home ‘Safe’ Home

Safe Bathing Center
Showroom

15212 North Bluff Road ~ Royal Bank Plaza
White Rock (next to Wolf’s Deli)

604-536-2261
www.safebathingcenter.ca

Opening 
Special

0% Financial
Package

Until May 27, 2010.
Conditions apply.

WE PROVIDE the most 
professional and honest 

services to our customers. 
WE RESEARCH the products, 

consult with the therapists 
and study the technologies. 

WE VISIT the manufacturers, 
to compare quality and cost.

WE KNOW we have
 the solutions that provide

the best value for 
your money.

THE GUARDIAN 
PROMISE

Stay in your own home with safety, comfort and dignity.
Work with the experts. Call today for a free consultation.

Certifi ed & Licensed Installers • Ask about an in-home consultation
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Kitchens are the heart of the home, but when they 
become dated and aged, it’s time to renovate.

Current popular trends and tricks include heated 
granite counters, according to Innova Kitchens and 
Baths Ltd.’s partner Lee Stergios.

“Granite makes a terrifi c kitchen counter, but it 
can be very cold to the touch,” says Stergios.

“We can install either localized heat, such as a 
breakfast bar, or a full-on system. Th e beauty of heat-
ing a granite counter is you can install a thermom-
eter and control the heat, which is great for clients 
who make their own bread.”

Some people also want a heated dining room, or 
kitchen table, if it is made of stone, Stergios notes.

Extra sinks in the kitchen – oft en installed in an 
island – have gone from a luxury to pretty much a 
standard installation.

It makes sense if the kitchen is big enough and 
there is more than one cook in the family; this way, 
one person can prep without getting in the way while 
the other cooks.

New induction ranges are fantastic, Stergios 
says, and while they’ve been around for years 
in Europe, they’ve never caught on as well in 
North America. 

Th is could be because the stoves work 
on a magnetic fi eld that only works with 
high-quality stainless steel pots, but Stergios 
notes the stoves are superior in many ways to 
the usual.

“Th e control you get with an induction stovetop 
surpasses natural gas, and it’s fast – you can boil a pot 
of water in just a couple of minutes,” Stergios says.

“It’s a fantastic method and very, very safe. Th ere 
is no way anything will ignite; it doesn’t conduct heat 
except where the pot touches the stovetop, so it is 

very safe around children.”
Pot faucets, with taps plumbed in to the wall 

behind the stove, are great. If a chef is making soup 
or wants to fi ll up a big pot with water for pasta, this 

is way to go.
Designers are now installing pot faucets, 

with articulated arms, in the counter next 
to the stove. Whichever way they are in-
stalled, it relieves the cook from having to 
tote heavy pots from the sink to the stove.

Stainless steel has been fashionable for 
some time, but Stergios says it is still the 

number-one requested appliance fi nish.
“What is becoming more popular are appliances 

integrated into the cabinetry, especially in smaller 
condo kitchens, where a seamless look is more im-
portant,” says Stergios.

“With everything, it all comes down to how the 
family will use the kitchen.”

Give your 
kitchen a facelift 
you’ll love

Pot faucets (top photo) are convenient features 
that are becoming popular in kitchens, as well as 
heated granite countertops. Innova Kitchens photo

UPDATE YOUR 
KITCHEN

White Rock/ South Surrey 

604-535-8429
Then Enter “Talking Ad” ID Number
Check out... whiterockluxuryhomes .com

Re/Max 
Colonial Pacific

Custom Design
Elegantly Finished

7000+ Sq Ft
Entertainers Dream

Ext# 208

Magnificent Design 
Open floor plan

Gourmet Kitchen
Media & Games Room

Ext# 210

Ocean Bluff
Private Yard

New SS Appliances
1650 Sq Ft 

Ext# 202

1200+ Sq Ft
Open Floorplan

Huge patio
Home + Lifestyle

Ext# 204

7400+ sq ft Estate
Luxuriously Finished
Landscaped 1/2 Acre 

GD Greenbelt Lot
Ext# 206

JUST LISTED, IN GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS.
EXCELLENT INCOME POTENTIAL.

GREAT FOR FUTURE REDEVELOPEMENT.
Ext# 205

HILLCREST PAINT
& DESIGN

#106 - 2055 152 Street, Surrey

604-531-3811

PENINSULA PAINT
& DESIGN

#100 - 14936 32 Avenue, Surrey

604-538-1338
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • Sat. 8:30 am - 5:30 pm • Closed Sunday

Aura® paint’s exclusive Colour LockTM technology is a 
four-part system that elevates the performance of 
100% acrylic paint to exciting breakthrough levels.

•  Fast one hour recoat 
time

•  Exceptional fl ow and 
leveling

• Seamless touch-up
•  Maximum hide in all 

colours
•  Meets stringent VOC 

regulations

QUITE SIMPLY 
THE FINEST PAINT WE’VE 

EVER MADETM.
myaurapaint.com

AURA GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
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month, with the Canadian Home Builders’ 
Association 2009 National SAM Award for 
Whole House Renovation. Th is is an extreme-
ly prestigious award that is highly coveted in 
the industry and a clear mark of distinction.

Th e 1950s, 2,000-sq.-ft . rancher had maxed 
out the footage on the lot, so the 
build had to go up while keeping 
the old footprint, says Basil Resto-
rations Ltd. general manager Miles 
Wittig.

“Th e living room was expanded 
up and out and the upper fl oor consists 
of only a couple of components – an artist 
studio, the master bedroom with ensuite and 
two decks, one that gives a panoramic view 
all the way from the mountains to the north, 
Mount Baker to the south and on to the Alex 
Fraser Bridge,” Wittig says.

“Th is makes the upper fl oor the private 
domain of the parents.”

Th e layout remained the same on the main 
fl oor, with a kitchen, bathroom and three 
bedrooms, but the living room was bumped 
out a little. Th e basement also remained the 
same, but the garage was incorporated into 
the living space to provide a media room, 
exercise room, laundry/mud room and a 
bathroom. Th e basement provides a private 
space for the adult kids like the upper fl oor 
provides privacy for the parents.

Everything was taken down to the studs 
with all utilities, electrical and plumbing, 
updated, Wittig notes. Th e roof was also 
removed to accommodate the new roofl ine on 
the second fl oor.

“Th e homeowners wanted to retain as 
much of the original house as possible. For 
instance, we kept the original oak fl oor and 
brought in recycled fl ooring to match,” says 
Wittig.

Th e family kept the kitchen, which had 
been previously renovated, small with an eye 
on needs when the family reverted to just the 
couple. Careful attention was paid to the phi-
losophy of reuse, renew and recycle wherever 

Stunning 
home fi ts the 
family nicely
CONTINUED FROM P.5

CONTINUED ON P.12

AFTER

Basil Restorations put plenty of 
thought into how the family will 

use the home before renovating.

Contain Yourself!Contain Yourself!

West Coast Gardens

Container Gardening is our specialty. Don’t let space or time limit your 
garden. Discover the possibilities! Make your yard beautiful with this 
easy and “off the ground” style of gardening. Whether it’s trees, shrubs, 
perennials, bedding plants or vegetables, our knowledgeable staff can 
help with all your garden needs.

Container Gardening is our specialtyy. Don’t let space or time limit your y. 

1420 – 172nd Street, Surrey • 604-541-1117 
www.westcoastgardens.ca

OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 9AM TO 6PM. CLOSED SUNDAY.

Find us on 
the Web!

Add some Spark to 
your back yard

Beautiful outdoor fi re pots 

with fl ames that crackle like 

a real fi re. Each pot is 

uniquely designed to safely 

hold a gel fuel jar. 

Smokeless & odourless.

Priced from $26.99

2421 KING GEORGE HWY., S. SURREY
(604) 536-4011  www.surrey.wbu.com

Open Mon. - Fri. 9:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 9 - 5 • Sunday 12 - 5

B IRDFOOD

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL TILLEY ENDURABLES DEALER!
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possible. The new design floods the entire 
interior space with light and yet the screen 
provides privacy and blocks the southern 
sun exposure.

The family didn’t want air conditioning, 
so the design allows air to freely circulate 
through doors and windows, keeping the 
house cool and the air fresh.

This was an interesting project for archi-
tect Bens.

“This house really evolved from all the 
constraints that were given to me, includ-
ing the client budget, the kind of space they 
needed and contending with the house that 
was already there,” says Bens. 

“Then you have to look at where the sun 
is in relation to the house, where the views 
are and where you want light and where 
you want shade. All these go into the hop-
per and in theory, something unique comes 
out. I want to work intimately with my 
clients and become fully engaged because 
then you can really get to the heart of the 
matter.”

Magic occurs when the architect’s vision, 
the contractor’s integrity, and the hom-
eowners’ dream all come together and this 
New Westminster Screen House is a perfect 
example.

“When the family is back in the house, 
it’s nice when you receive e-mails from 
them telling me they are still discovering 
things about their home they didn’t know,” 
says Bens.

“Making a beautiful space that works for 
the family is what it’s all about.”

Renovation 
evolves into 
stunning result
CONTINUED FROM P.11

Basil Restorations worked up instead of out, in order to cre-
ate more living space for the family in this New Westminster 
Screen House. The renovation won the company a SAM award.

Meet your...
Home Service
S P E C I A L I S T S

by HUDOLIN’S on HOMESRENOS
COMPLETE HOME RENOVATIONS
•  Finishing Work: Crown Moulding, 

Base, Casing, etc.
• Licensed Trades
• Interior Décor & Colour Consultation

Free
Estimates

604-862-9379

Dave
hurenos@telus.net Your neighbourhood electrician

geoffnunns@shaw.ca
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Residential &
Commercial Electrical

604.862.9650

• •

Small Jobs to Big Jobs
Including 

• Telephone • Cable • Data 
• & More

Over 10 Years Experience

10%
 

OFF
Labour
With this ad

References available
Bonded, Licensed

& Insured

B.C.’s Premier Full Service Home
Renovation & Landscaping Company 

604-501-9290
www.mlgenterprises.ca

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Home, Garden & Design Solutions

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Renovations • Additions • Custom Homes
Outdoor Living Spaces • Suites • Flooring • Hardwood • Tiles

Laminate • Sundecks • Patios • Arbours • Pergolas
Pillars • Gates • Driveways • Masonry • Gardening • Landscaping 

Pavers • Cultured Stone • Brick / Block • Retaining Walls
Roofi ng • Windows / Doors • Framing • Fencing

Complete Renovations • Handyman Services & More
BBB • WCB • Fully Insured • 20  Years

One Call Does It All

FREE ESTIMATES
LOCATED IN CLOVERDALE 10,000 DELIVERIES ANNUALLY

B.C.’S BIGGEST AND BEST SUPPLIER OF 
QUALITY NATURAL ORGANIC AND COMPOST SOILS.

FREE DELIVERY

• Garden Soil Mix
• Lawn & Turf Blends
• Super Natural Soil
• Composted Black Bark
• #1 100% Fir Bark Mulch
• Top Dressing Blends
• Sand, Gravel & Rock
• Miracle Mix Soil
• Hydroseeding Contractor

TOTAL LANDSCAPE SUPPLY SERVICES 
Since 1979

SPRING SALE

604.888.8881
“We’re the Guys in 

the Big Green Trucks”
5333 - 176 Street

6 Days A Week 
Volume Discounts

Reno's & Repairs from
roof to bsmt!

Add value to your home now.
Kitchens, baths, decks and more!

No job too small.
• Mini excavating Services • Drainage • Landscaping • Drywalling Services

See our website for services:
livingspacerenovations.com

Tom 604-209-3137

Living Space
Renovations • 

B.C.’s Premier Full Service Home
Renovation & Landscaping Company 

604-501-9290
www.mlgenterprises.ca

GARDENING • LANDSCAPING

Complete Garden / Landscape Designs & Makeovers
New Homescapes • Outdoor Living Spaces • Gardening
Brick / Block • Retaining Walls • Pavers • Cultured Stone

Pillars • Gates • Driveways • Masonry
Lighting / Sprinkler / Drainage Systems

Lawn Installations • Pruning • Weeding • Clean-Ups
Residential Maintenace Programs • Landscape Products
Fencing • Home Improvements • Handyman Services

BBB • WCB • Fully Insured • 20  Years
One Call Does It All

Home, Garden & Design Solutions
FREE ESTIMATES
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Penfolds Roofing provides an exclusive 
line of roofing solutions for every 
type of residential home and 
commercial building; and 
can show you options 
to fit any budget.

Call today for a no obligation 
free in home estimate:
Vancouver / Burnaby 604.254.4663  North Shore 604.988.3791
Tri-Cities / Maple Ridge 604.942.4663  Surrey / Richmond 604.591.6635 
Abbotsford / Langley 604.853.3662

Check our website www.penfoldsroofi ng.com

Ask about our eco/
green roofing solutions 
that comes with every 

Penfolds roof!

Invest in a Penfolds roof: the newest roofi ng 
styles, colours to enhance the beauty of your 
home — plus the latest technology, professional 
installation — all on-time and on-budget makes 
Penfolds the right choice – trusted in your 
community for over 70 years… 

BOOK NOW
BEAT THE HST!

Installation 
must be complete 

by June 2010!

ROOF YOUR HOME!
Protect the most important investment you have . . . 
make your choice a Penfolds roof!

Rubber roof, shake profi le: 50-year warranty

Steep slope metal roof:
Lifetime warranty

Low slope metal roof:
Lifetime warranty

Cedar shake:
30-year warranty

Rubberized laminated 
shingle: Lifetime warranty

Rubberized laminated 
shingle: Lifetime warranty

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

One subject that rarely comes up when 
thinking about renovations or even just deco-
rating, is ceilings.

In the past – think ye olde English cottage – 
even the hovel with the lowest ceilings seemed 
to have heavy timber beams.

Today, homeowners are missing a great 
deal if they don’t factor in ceiling design when 
building new or renovating.

Ceiling detail adds character to a room. A 
square, high-ceiling room looks unfi nished 
without crown mouldings – sort of like 
going to Ascot and not wearing a hat.

Frugal is a word homeowners 
should not associate with the crown 
moulding. Bigger is better – go for 
the gusto and install at least four-inch 
or fi ve-inch moulding, or more, if 
your room height will take it. It gives a 
luxurious look to the space, and it helps to 
balance the ceiling moulding with the base-
board moulding.

“Proportionally, you don’t want anything 
too small if it’s a nine or 10-foot ceiling,” says 
Nucasa, Th e Finishing Touch manager Terry 
Cook.

“In my home we have 22-ft . ceilings and I 
layered the mouldings by carefully installing 
one piece then leaving a space before adding 
the next layer. Th is makes it look like you have 
a bigger, chunkier piece of crown moulding.”

Th is is a trick to make the bare wall become 
part of the crown moulding and save some 
money, Cook notes.

Plus, he adds, the amount of money a hom-
eowner puts into crown moulding is returned 

threefold, should he eventually sell the home.
Coff ered ceilings are another way of adding 

weight and glamour to a ceiling.
Coff ered ceilings are simply, squares created 

by crown moulding, Cook says.
“Th is is a pretty formal application, which is 

why these ceilings are great in dining rooms. 
Coff ered ceilings were very popular years ago 

and are becoming desirable again.”
Another way to jazz up a ceiling in 

a kitchen, for instance, is installing a 
tin ceiling. A bit retro, but if a hom-
eowner has a ceiling that is a little 
distressed, this could be a way of 
adding a bit of fun. Th e tin ceiling 

can be left  unfi nished or painted any 
colour you like, and it is also easy to 

install in sheets.
Basement ceilings are a bit trickier. Th e 

need to hide utility pipes and wiring, coupled 
with the possible ongoing need to access the 
same for repairs, may mean a dropped ceiling.

But unless the basement height allows hom-
eowners to eat up a bit of space for a dropped 
ceiling, they will have to install a drywall ceil-
ing and pray there are no disasters.

Th e good news about dropped ceilings these 
days is there are some pretty stylish choices so 
homeowners don’t have to settle for the ugly 
schoolroom squares embedded in memory.

Every square inch of each room in the home 
– all six surfaces – should be given equal 
consideration and none, including the ceiling, 
should be treated like an aft erthought.

Nucasa, The Finishing Touch store manager Terry Cook below the coff ered ceiling of his 
home’s dining room. Crown moulding can also enhance ceilings (above left). Rob Newell photo

Heads up: 
make your 
ceilings count

LOOK
UP
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to the Finalists of the inaugural 
GVHBA renOVATION Awards!
The Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Association (GVHBA) 

is proud to announce the launch of its inaugural renOVATION 

Awards. The GVHBA renOVATION Awards, presented by Terasen 

Gas, recognize excellence in residential renovation design and 

construction in the Lower Mainland.

The fi nalists will be announced on Wednesday, April 21 
 
For more information on the GVHBA renOVATION Awards 
and to view the list of fi nalists, visit www.gvhba.org.
 
 

Congratulations...

How comfortable
is your home?

*O.A.C. For contracts valued at $5000 or more. Limited Time Offer **Limited Time Offer. Call Homeworks for details. Some conditions apply.
Full Savings assumes initial ecoEnergy audit is completed. The Homeworks name and logo is a trademark of Homeworks Services Inc.

*** Based on a $10,000 contract.

Book a FREE in-home consultation
604.697.5700 | homeworks.ca

COME VISIT US AT

WINDOWS • FURNACES • FIREPLACES • SOLAR • HEAT PUMPS • AND MORE

SAVE UP
TO $1,000

on Furnaces**

SAVE UP
TO $1,000

on Windows +
1 Year Window Cleaning***

FINANCING AVAILABLE:
NO INTEREST & NO PAYMENTS FOR 6 MONTHS!*

www.westcoastdreamgarage.ca | dreamgarage@shaw.ca | 604.767.6050

“Your Dream
Garage

and so much
more”

West Coast

DREAM GARAGE
SPRING CLEANING?  

ORDER BEFORE JULY 1st 
AND BEAT THE HST!

Polyaspartic Concrete Coatings• 
Storewall Organizational • 
Systems
Customized Steel Cabinets • 
by Hayley
Swiss Tracks Flooring• 
Outdoor kitchen centres• 
Professional Designer Services• 

Licenced • Insured
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Th inking up the names of the thousands 
of wall paint colours available would be a fun 
job.

Sundance, for example, is a soft  yellow 
perfect for spring and summer mornings. 
Just the name brings to mind sipping a cup of 
tea with white cotton curtains moving in the 
morning breeze.

Claret Rose: a mellow shade of red 
painted on dining room walls, seductive with 
candlelight, delicious food, fi ne wine and 
intriguing conversation.

Most people, when faced with 
choosing paint colours – especially 
aft er a full-house renovation – are 
understandably paralyzed.

First, homeowners should take 
a deep breathe and realize they are 
not alone; nearly all the paint manu-
factures have made it very easy to be 
creative without making horrible mistakes.

Benjamin Moore, for instance, has an 
amazing interactive website.

Homeowners can take photos of their 
room or rooms, upload them to the website, 
then try out diff erent colour schemes.

Or, if the family is feeling adventurous and 
wants to splash out with diff erent colours 
throughout the house, then the recently 
introduced 144 paint colours, in the Affi  nity 
palette – or at least fi ve or six (colours) – are 
for you.

Th e Affi  nity palette of colours is designed 
to work together, so homeowners can choose 
one or many and they will work throughout 
the house without looking like they don’t 
fl ow.

Lesley Bales, the manager at the Broadway 
Decorating Centre, advises clients to come in 

and speak with one of their in store designers 
before painting.

“It is really a matter of getting to know 
their personality and what they want from 
the colour and what will work in their home,” 
Bales says.

“I fi nd when people come into the store 
seeking advice, they are really looking for 
reassurance that they are moving in the right 
direction. Th ey know they want a change; it’s 
just a matter of getting a little bit of confi -
dence.”

Bales and her staff  also advise custom-
ers to purchase a small pot of paint 

in their desired colour, and either 
paint a small patch on their wall or 
paint a good-size piece of poster 
board, to see what it looks like in 
the room that is to be painted.

“Until you have seen the colour 
in its intended room with its unique 

light, you just don’t know what it will 
look like. It’s an easy way to avoid making 

a mistake,” Bales says.
Sico Paint looks back over the past few 

years and feels homeowners were choosing 
neutrals and beiges because they needed 
comfort in a world of uncertainty, but Sico 
sees 2010-2011 to be years of optimism.

To express said optimism Sico sees home 
renovators trending toward more colour, 
such as deep reds and purples, and blues and 
greens. 

Faux fi nishes are still popular as well.
Th e Benjamin Moore website has detailed 

instructions on several faux fi nish options: 
colour washing, a method of glazing walls 
to make them soft er; ‘fresco’ gives the walls 
a mottled parchment appearance; sponging, 
done properly, produces a mottled look of 
aged porcelain; and ‘washed stripes’ gives a 

subtle, pale, stripped look in complementary 
colours.

Whatever the choice, there is ample infor-
mation available.

Paint is the one thing homeowners can do 

relatively easily, which makes a major diff er-
ence to the home’s appearance.

And if there is a mistake ... one can simply, 
trot out to the paint store and buy some 
more.

Grab those painting 
clothes and pick a colour

PAINT YOUR
HOME HAPPY

Homeowners who are considering painting 
have an endless palette of colours to choose 
from, as well as faux  fi nishes and textures. 
Sico Paint says homeowners are trending 
toward more colour in their paint choices, 
to express optimism, from deep reds and 
purples to blues and greens. Rob Newell photos
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                   HOURS:
Mon. - Wed. 7:30am-4:30pm
Thurs. - Fri.   7:30am-5:30pm

     DELIVERY AVAILABLE

604-513-1138
(1-800-667-5597)

18810 - 96th Ave, Surrey
www.westcoastmoulding.com

SP

IN
DLE SPECIALS

CLASSIC
MOULDINGS

WM245
9/16” x 5 1/4”

$159
 Lin ft

WM144
11/16” x 3 1/2”

99¢
 Lin ft

Reg. 
$2.63

WM434
9/16” x 4 3/8”
$109

 Lin ft
WM435

11/16” x 5 1/4”
$171

 Lin ft

Poplar Mouldings/
Stain Grade

OAKAK
WM413

1 1/8” x 2 5/8”
$149

 Lin ft WM242
3/8” x 2 1/4”

59¢
 Lin ft

WM144
3/4” x 3 1/2”

$149
 Lin ft

WM242
” x 2 1/4”

99¢¢
 Lin ft

$$1111

WM435
Ultralight MDF

CROWN
5/8” x 51/4”

68¢
 Lin ft

WM104
Finger Joint Pine

CASING
11/16” x 21/4”

39¢
 Lin ft

WM268
Finger Joint Pine

BASEBOARD
11/16” x 43/4”

69¢
 Lin ft

WHOLESALE PRICES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - MONDAY - FRIDAY
OFFERS VALID WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

PAINT GRADE
MOULDINGS

Specials!

36” Primed
Wood Spindles     $439

from

35”
Plain

44”
2 Collar

36”
Basket

Black Metal 
Spindles

99¢
ea

$125
linear ft.

Handrail
WM 902

Painted Grade FJP
1¼  ”x2¼  ”

Weyerhaeuser Engineered
FLOORING SPECIALS

REAL WOOD - Everything for 
Premium Value!

View our new selection of 
brand new hand carved 

Wooden Corbels

CLASSIC
CORBELS

FREE
Installation DVD
with any Weyerhaeuser engineered 

fl ooring purchase!

BASE SHOES

           Available in:
        Walnut, Oak, 
    Maple, Fir, Hemlock, 
Ash, Poplar and more

Knotty
Pine
8.3mm

$109
/sq ft 

SSP

ved 

WM434
Ultralight MDF

CROWN
5/8” x 41/4”

63¢
 Lin ft

WM4103
MDF

CASING
5/8” x 31/4”

48¢
 Lin ft

 
WM1111

Window Cill
11/4” x 51/4”
$115

 Lin ft

CUSTOM IN-HOUSE
MILLWORK SHOP

We off er a full range of custom moulding packages in paint grade and
stain grade, as well as mantles, soffi  ts, exterior details and more.

We can design or build to your imagination!

Royal
Night
12.3mm       
$159

/sq ft

LAMINATE 
FLOORS

3 Strip 
Lyptus 
Earth
$299

/sq ft

3 Strip Maple Natural $277
/sq ft 

1 Strip Lyptus Cabernet $311
/sq ft

1 Strip Ash Natural $395
/sq ft

WM4205
MDF

BASEBOARD
1/2” x 51/4”

53¢
 Lin ft

Mouldings, Stairs, Floors
Corbels and more!

Spring Renovation


