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Receive up to  

$2,900 
in Government Grant and York Rebates.

Stay cool this  
summer with 

> LiveSmart Rebate: $1600
> Manufacturer’s Rebate: $1300  
    (on select systems)

Rebate Amounts Are Based  
On Qualifying Affinity Home  
Comfort System.

www.classaheating.ca

Please Call 
1-877-795-2173  
For A Free EstimateClass A  

Heating and Air Conditioning Ltd.  

Do Not  
Pay Until 

Fall Of  
2012
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 • Sun & Holidays 12-5 

1405 Pemberton Avenue
NORTH VANCOUVER • 604.988.8271

SALE ENDS MAY 27, 2012

• FABRIC  •  SOFAS  • SOFA BEDS  •  SECTIONALS  • LEATHER SOFA/LOVESEAT COMBOS  •  CHAIRS  •  AND MORE

UP TO 40% OFF

Warehouse
SALE

SALE ENDS THIS SUNDAY, MAY 27th 2012

Making over a North Van house 
into a modern, family-friendly paradise
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
C O N T R I B U T O R 

As we so often find, here is a family who 
loves their North Shore neighbourhood 
but the house, approximately 50 years 

old with one partial renovation in the 1990s, 
was tired.

Enter Kennedy Crawford Design of North 
Vancouver who designed the project — spe-
cifically Catherine Brown, who worked with 
the family very closely during both the design 
and building process. David Adair of Blackfish 
Homes and Construction, also based in North 
Vancouver, was brought into the project to do 
the actual build.

“This is a family of four who enjoyed their 
home but the whole main floor needed a major 
renovation to bring it up to today’s standards,” 
says Adair. “We virtually pulled apart the whole 
main floor. The original main floor consisted of 
much the same rooms in the same place. They 
had a pretty big garage with a small flex space; 
they weren’t really using this space so we took 
over a section of the garage and extended it to 
make a mudroom entry. In the family room we 
pushed the back wall, the TV wall, back right to 
the exterior wall to create the space we needed.”

The original flooring was a mixture of tile, 
vinyl and carpet; this was unified throughout 
most of the rooms with hardwood, which made 
a huge difference. Vinyl tile was used in the new 
powder room and mudroom. 

“In the formal living room the floor was lev-
eled to match of the rest of the area. The fire-
place is original but the hearth and pedestal 
had to be adjusted to the new level of the floor,” 

Adair says. “The rest of it was just freshening 
up with new wall colour, addition of wallpa-
per, new ceiling fan and lighting. The dining 
room had a french door from the hallway so we 
opened everything up to make the flow better. 
We brought the new flooring through and again 
just freshened everything up with new wall 
colour, wallpaper, lighting.”

The powder room is a good size, but it was 
gutted and the flooring once again brought 
through. The new modern vanity and toi-
let match the new style; there are no jarring 
accents just a smooth flow to all the rooms 
including this one.

The kitchen and family room is perfect for 
this family. This is definitely the heart of the 
home where everyone spends their time. 

“We really enjoyed this whole project. The 
family was excellent to work with,” Brown says. 
“Our client had a very good handle on what she 
wanted to achieve, particularly regarding the 
kitchen. She knew very clearly how she wanted 
to function in that space and how she wanted it 
to work for her family, then left it to us to bring 
it to life, giving feedback as the project pro-
ceeded.”

This kitchen is one of Brown’s favourites.
“This is a very large space. You can make 

spaces look too modern so we like to bring in 
pieces to soften them, give them more warmth; 
the barn door was part of bringing in interest,” 
Brown says. “We really like to find unique piec-
es; the island is an example of this. We had the 
design in our mind then had to go and find

The new kitchen, 
above, features a 
mosaic white marble 
tile backsplash 
and Caesarstone 
countertops.The 
bathroom, left, now 
includes a modern 
vanity and toilet, 
in addition to new 
flooring and a sleek, 
modern sink.
Martin Knowles photos

continued, PAGE 26
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Looking for a new mortgage or 

refinancing? Look no further — 

we’ll come to you! Applying is 

easy and we’ll get back to you 

quickly. Save time and money 

today with Susan Fugman, 

Mobile Relationship Manager.

Mortgages   
Made Easy

Susan Fugman
Mobile Relationship Manager 
604-341-4344
sfugman@gffg.com

1-877-707-7427 www.naturallightpatiocovers.com

Contact Steve at 604-857-1702 or stevel.nlpc@gmail.com

Patio Covers and Enclosures
Enjoy maintenance-free outdoor living, all year long

Turn your sun-baked and rain-soaked patio into a cool, dry, sun-lit outdoor living space! 

ACRYLITE  acrylic sheets and roofing systems give you the ultimate protection from the 
weather, blocking 100% of UV and letting you enjoy the outdoors in unequaled comfort.

Ask about our 30 year warranty!

C.G.M. Electronics off ers complete pre-wire services 
for home entertainment equipment:
     * Multi-room, distributed audio and video
     * Home theatre and media entertainment systems
     * Digital satellite
     * Local area networks and internet

Call us fi rst to discuss your 
entertainment needs.

H O M E  T H E AT R E  •  M U LT I - R O O M  AU D I O  •  F L AT - PA N E L  T V  •  C U S TO M E R  S E R V I C E  •  S A L E S  &  I N S TA L L AT I O N

Open Monday to Saturday 9:30am to 5:30pm                  1285 Marine Drive, North Vancouver  604.987.3121

Looking to upgrade your home entertainment system?
Come in and see us today...  

we’ll make it easy.

C.G.M. Electronics
Credible advice. Incredible home entertainment. 

the right piece with a little bit 
of the traditional about it. The 
beautiful stone on the island is a 
real stand out with the distinc-
tive lines. The funny thing is we 
had that exact pattern in our 
original drawings so it was great 
to find the exact match. We used 
Caesarstone on the surrounding 
counters and the backsplash above 
the stove is a mosaic white marble 
which adds a bit of an interest-
ing accent. The stove is Fisher & 
Pykel, the jewel of the kitchen.”

Brown says the client was good 
about communicating her master 
plan for the kitchen and how she 
wanted to use the space, which 
made her job easier.

“Every bit of the kitchen and 

family room, from the wall of stor-
age cupboards with so much detail 
in the cabinetry, to the fabric cho-
sen, to the colour of the stone, it 
all had to work together.  We have 
an eye for detail right down to 
the hardware on the barn door to 
the faucets, the tile, every single 
detail is gone through so there are 
no jarring notes and everything 
flows,” she says.

I must say I love the barn door 
in the kitchen. I’ve seen them used 
before but often the room just 
can’t carry the size and heft but 
in this instance, with such a large 
space, it makes sense and looks 
spectacular. 

There is no doubt the success of 
this project is in how the family 
uses the whole space.

newsroom@northshoreoutlook.com

continued from, PAGE 25 Martin Knowles photos
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You don’t know where it goes?

FLOORING • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • KITCHENS • COUNTERTOPS • ROOFING • SIDING • DOORS & WINDOWS 
DECKS & FENCES • AIR CONDITIONERS • HOT WATER HEATERS • FURNACES • STORAGE • AND MORE!*

We do. 
Call on our certifi ed installers. 

It’s simple, reliable, and their work is guaranteed. 

Visit install.rona.ca

BURNABY - 7260 EDMONDS STREET 604 524-9771

LANGLEY - 16659 FRASER HIGHWAY 604 576-2955

MAPLE RIDGE - 21213 LOUGHEED HIGHWAY

NORTH VANCOUVER - 1160 EAST 3RD 604 684-1892

SOUTH SURREY - 3165 KING GEORGE BLVD

RICHMOND - 7111 ELMBRIDGE WAY 604 273-4606

SURREY - 6965 KING GEORGE BLVD 604 591-5050

COQUITLAM - 2798 BARNET HIGHWAY 604 944-1655

COQUITLAM - 425 LEBLEU 604 931-2085

ABBOTSFORD - 34530 MCCONNELL RD 604 504-5000

CHILLIWACK - 45656 YALE ROAD WEST 604 792-1351

Shop where the builders & designers 
shop for major home appliances!

Vancouver:  8488 Main St

Surrey:  19495 56 Ave

Coquitlam:  #1-1315 United Blvd

Abbotsford:  34445 Marshall Rdwww.coastapp l iances.com

MAGGIE CALLOWAY
C O N T R I B U T O R 

What do you use your 
garden shed for? Is 
it a spot to store the 

lawn mower and garden stuff? 
Have you converted it into a 
home office at the bottom of 
the garden for your dream spot 
for writing your first novel? 
Maybe it’s your new chicken 
house if you live in a spot 
where urban chickens are per-
mitted.

Whatever you use it for, gar-
den sheds have always held a 
special spot in our hearts; we 
have always thought of new 
possibilities for the small space. 

If you are an avid watcher 
of British home and garden 
shows, as I am, we have prob-
ably had a good laugh at the 
same time when a realtor, 
showing a client a property 
complete with a broken-down 
shed with the roof caving in, 

points out the potential of con-
verting the relic into a pool 
cabana.

Did you know in the U.K. 
a person over-fixated on 
building sheds and hanging 
out in them is referred to as 
a “Sheddie?” And in New 
Zealand there is a bi-monthly 
magazine called, what else, 
The Shed, directed mostly at 
‘blokes’ who do shed-related 
DIY projects. Obviously there 
is a world-wide culture sur-
rounding sheds, and some-
thing about them that fires the 
imagination.

I first thought about writ-
ing about sheds when I came 
across a team building a new 
chicken coop at SAINTS, an 
animal sanctuary where I vol-
unteer. 

Father and son John and 
Mike Hynes have teamed up 
and created Rainforest Sheds to 
build not just chicken coops but 
a variety of garden sheds, horse 

barns and dog houses, among 
other projects. John says there 
is a growing interest in sheds of 
all sorts.

 “If it’s feasible to build we 
can build it; almost every job is 
unique,” John says. 

I must say I am very 
impressed with the quality of 
their work.

I even found, in my research, 
a Northern Territories govern-
ment fact sheet called “When is 
a shed not a shed” which lists 
the difference between a house 
and a shed. Who would have 
thought there needed to be 
clarification? There is a whole 
new world out there!

Sheds have even moved into 
the music world.

To woodshed, or ‘shed,’ in 
jazz jargon, is “to shut oneself 
up, away from the world, and 
practice long and hard, as in 
‘going to the woodshed’.”

newsroom@northshoreoutlook.com

Reimagining the woodshed
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Renovating on a budget
With a modest budget and a lot of determination, Laura Lee 
and Jacqueline turned their drafty little pre-war bungalow 
into a warm and cosy retreat. They learned how to insulate 
and make other energy efficiency upgrades. And, they’ve 
proven you don’t have to spend a lot to save a lot. 

“You can spend less than $50 on a tube of window caulk, a 
roll of weatherstripping and a window film kit and significantly 
change the comfort of your home,” says Jacqueline.

Read more about the efficiency mavens at 
fortisbc.com/efficiencymavens. Watch a series of short 
how-to videos on topics such as changing a furnace filter. 
View them at fortisbc.com/howto or scan this code with your 
phone app.

Upgrade and save 
with rebates

Program1 Rebate

Give your furnace and 
fireplace some TLC

$25 gift card

Switch ‘n’ Shrink 
Extended to Dec. 31, 2012!

$1,000 for converting from oil 
to ENERGY STAR natural gas 
heating system 

EnerChoice®  
Natural Gas Fireplace

$300

ENERGY STAR® Clothes 
Washer2

$75

Energy Saving Kit2 Free for low-income 
households

LiveSmart BC Up to $7,000 for insulation, 
weatherization and space 
heating

Visit fortisbc.com/offers or call 1-800-663-8400 for 
more information.

1 Terms and conditions apply.  2 With BC Hydro Power Smart. 

A little TLC saves the day
The promise of a $25 gift card convinced Prince George 
homeowner Andrea to have her furnace serviced. And she’s glad 
she did as the gas fitter discovered a slow carbon monoxide leak. 

Luckily, her furnace was repaired in time for the heating season 
and Andrea has peace of mind knowing it’s safe and working 
efficiently as possible. 

Have your natural gas furnace and fireplace serviced and you 
may qualify for a $25 Save-On-Foods™ gift card. Learn more 
at fortisbc.com/tlc. 

Need a gas fitter? Find the professional you need 
through FortisBC’s Contractor Program. Check out 
fortisbc.com/findacontractor.

“I never would have made the financial 
plunge to get the furnace serviced 
without the $25 incentive. It may have 
saved my family’s life.” 

Andrea, FortisBC customer.
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Renewable natural gas is 
natural gas…but better
Instead of coming from the ground, methane gas comes from 
organic waste found at local landfills and farms. Before it 
escapes into the atmosphere as a harmful greenhouse gas, 
it’s captured and cleaned up. Then, FortisBC adds it into their 
pipelines, giving British Columbians renewable energy.

How it works
For about $5 a month, you 
can designate 10 per cent of 
your natural gas usage as 
renewable. FortisBC will then 
inject an equivalent amount 
of renewable natural gas 
into their system.

Carbon neutral
FortisBC’s renewable natural 
gas has been designated 
as carbon neutral in B.C. 
by Offsetters (Canada’s 
leading provider of carbon 
management solutions). 
Customers who sign up 
receive a 10 per cent credit 
on the B.C. carbon tax.

Sign up today
Visit fortisbc.com/rng, or 
call 1-888-224-2710.

Earn AIR MILES® reward miles
FortisBC is thanking customers like Michele with up to 150 
AIR MILES reward miles per year when they sign up by 
July 31, 2012: †*

30 Bonus reward miles when you sign up before 
July 31, 2012* 

10 reward miles for each month you’re signed up†

Already an RNG subscriber? Simply add your 
AIR MILES Collector number to your FortisBC 
account to start earning.

† For full terms and conditions, visit fortisbc.com/airmiles.

* Customers who subscribe between May 1 and July 31, 2012 will receive an additional one-time sign up bonus of 
30 AIR MILES reward miles.

Businesses can sign up too
For coupons from our renewable natural gas Green Leaders, like 
OPUS Hotel Vancouver and Summerhill Pyramid Winery, visit  
fortisbc.com/rewards.

 
This offer is not available on Vancouver Island, the Sunshine Coast, in Whistler, Revelstoke 
or Fort Nelson. 

FortisBC’s renewable natural gas has been designated as carbon neutral in B.C. 
by Offsetters. 

®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by 
LoyaltyOne, Inc. and FortisBC.

FortisBC uses the FortisBC name and logo under license from Fortis Inc.  (12-143.11)

Meet Michele.
She’s a FortisBC customer who believes in conservation 
and reducing greenhouse gases. She drives a fuel-efficient 
car, grows her own vegetables, and turns down the heat 
whenever she can.

And now, she’s a FortisBC renewable natural gas customer.

“It’s an easy thing I can do to be a little bit more 
green. I’m helping to reduce greenhouse gases, and 
it’s terrific to get a reward for it too.”

Michele, Mission, renewable natural gas customer
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