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A good starting place when
doing a spring decluttering is
to take a good look at your
closets and other storage
systems.

Starting
the spring
cleaning
By Kerry Vital
Spring has arrived, and the
time-honoured tradition of
spring cleaning can begin. The
best place to start might be your
closet. If you’re not sure where
to start, having a professional
come in and take a look might
be a good option.
“We see our closet every day
and it can be overwhelming,”
says Michelle Carnaby, manager
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Springing
forward with
new decor
By Kerry Vital

The Georgie Awards are presented by the Canadian Home Builders’ Association. Many first-time winners took home the golden statue this year at the gala
ceremony, which honoured the best in both new home construction and renovations.
Brian Dennehy photo

Georgie Award winners take home the gold
The best in British Columbia’s
residential construction
industry are honoured at the
annual Georgie Awards.
By Kerry Vital
Taking home a little golden statue isn’t just for
Oscar winners. On Feb. 1, British Columbia’s best
residential builders, renovators, designers and
marketers were honoured with their own golden
prizes at the Georgie Awards.
The Georgie Awards are presented by the

Canadian Home Builders’ Association of BC, and
recognize the best of the best in B.C.’s residential
home construction industry.
“The excellent work from the winners – and
indeed all the finalists – demonstrates that B.C.
is truly the leader when it comes to innovative
design and quality construction,” says CHBA BC
President Rob Capar.
This year’s gala ceremony took place at the
Vancouver Convention Centre West, emceed by
broadcaster Wayne Cox.
Among this year’s big winners was Portrait
Homes, who took home five awards.
“We have an incredibly talented team that
design and build great homes in fantastic

communities,” says Robert Grimm, principal at
Portrait. “I couldn’t be more proud of our team
for their continued dedication and commitment
to being the best they can be!”
Portrait was honoured with the Customer
Choice Georgie Awards, as well as the awards for
Single Family Production Home Builder of the
Year and Residential Community of the Year and
Best Landscape Design for Hampstead in Maple
Ridge.
“Potential home owners can be confident in
purchasing a Portrait home,” says Grimm. “We
are dedicated to looking after our home owners

Like clothing, decor is subject
to trends. This spring, old is new
again and hot new colours are
coming to the forefront.
“One of the hot colours this
year is called Rare Orchid,”
says Sheryn Calvert of Calvert
Design Studio. “It’s a purplepink colour that we’re also
seeing in fashion.”
Calvert notes that fashion
is always a big inspiration for
home decor, whether it’s colours
or fabrics.
“Fashion is ahead of us,” she
says. “We look to them to see
what’s coming up.”
Sarah Antonich of Beyond
Beige Interior Design is also
seeing shades of pink and
orchid, along with other
floral colours. However, these
colours aren’t just for little
girls; shades of pink can be
easily incorporated into adult
furnishings as well, or perhaps
via a piece of art or other wall
decor item.
Another currently trend is all
shades of blue, especially navy.
Homeowners can incorporate
it into their home with accents
such as toss pillows.
“It’s easy to incorporate
trends with small items,” says
Calvert. “You don’t have to redo
everything. Changing up a few
accessories is not that costly.”
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‘B.C. is truly the leader when it comes to
innovative design and quality construction’
“ from page. 1
the way they deserve to be looked after.”
Adera Development Corporation also went home a winner, with awards for Best
Multi-Family Low Rise Development for Sail at the University of British Columbia
and Multi-Family Home Builder of the Year.
Solterra Developments was also well-represented at the Georgies, with their
awards for Best Project Identity, Best Multi-Family Kitchen – New and Best Interior
Design Display Suite – Single-Family or Multi-Family, all for Keefer Block in
Vancouver.
Talisman Homes took home the Best Single Family Home up to 2,000 Square
Feet under $500,000 for their home at Tsawwassen Springs, while first-time winner
Saiya Developments Ltd. received the Best Single Family Home over 2,000 Square
Feet under $750,000 award. Another first time winner, Alchemy Construction
Ltd., took home the award for Best Townhouse Development for their Lonsdale
Contemporary project in North Vancouver.
Epta Properties received the Best Multi-Family High-Rise Development award
for their condominium project Avra in White Rock.
Forge Properties was also a big winner at the Georgies, with four awards for
Best Advertising Campaign, Best Sales Centre, Best Salesperson of the Year in New
Home Construction for Adriana Cikojevic and Marketing Campaign of the Year, all
for their condominium project Royce.
Among the renovators honoured at the Georgies was Shakespeare Homes for
Best Residential Renovation over $800,000
for their Mountain Highway project in North
Vancouver and reVISION Custom Home
Renovations for Best Residential Renovation
$500,000 to $799,999.
Blackfish Homes and Construction took
home the award for Best Custom Home valued
under $750,000, while Tamlin Homes received
the award for Best Custom Home valued
between $750,000 and $1.5 million.
In two of the more exciting categories of the
night, Atira Women’s Resource Society won
the awards for Best Innovative Feature and
Best Environmental Initiative, both for their
development built out of recycled shopping
containers. Located in the Downtown Eastside,
the homes provide safe, affordable housing for
women in the neighbourhood.
For a full list of winners and finalists, visit
www.georgieawards.ca.

The gala awards ceremony took place at the Vancouver
Convention Centre West, and was emceed by Wayne
Cox. Portrait Homes was among the big winners, taking
home several awards for Hampstead, below.
Martin Knowles photo above, Portrait Homes photo below, Brian
Dennehy photos below left and left.

Making it all make sense
“ from page. 1
for Stor-More Closet and Blinds. “You may
want to close the doors and just ignore it.
Sometimes getting a fresh set of eyes is a
good thing.”
She suggests emptying the closet
completely and taking a look at everything
you’ve pulled out of it.
“If you haven’t worn it in 12 months,
you’re not going to wear it,” Carnaby says.
“People can be sentimental about their
clothes, but if you have a fresh new organizer,
why would you put back something you
don’t use?”
Organizing a closet, or indeed almost
anywhere in the home, is about more than
functionality. Closet storage has come a long
way from the plain white metal shelving and
plastic boxes that many grew up with. Now
doors, baskets, shelving, rods and racks are all available in a variety of finishes and colors. You can even find
dedicated racks for ties, belts, pants and more. Shoe collectors can keep their favourite and most beautiful
pairs on display while keeping the others tidied away.
“You can also find pull-out laundry hampers, for example,” says Carnaby. “It’s possible to organize almost
anything.”
However, just because something looks good doesn’t mean it will work for everyone.
“Sometimes something that looks pretty isn’t necessarily the most functional,” says Carnaby. “If you have
20 pairs of shoes, you don’t want storage for only 10. You need to have a game plan for what you’re storing.”
Storage is also about more than just clothing and shoes. Carnaby says that she often sees people
requesting storage for crafting materials, home decor such as holiday decorations, and wrapping paper and
bows.
“A professional can take your ideas and work with them,” says Carnaby. “There are so many things you
can do with a closet now.”
Another benefit of having a professionally organized closet is being able to get rid of furniture pieces that
can clutter a room by installing drawers and shelving in the closet itself instead of having to store clothing
and other items in a chest of drawers.
“The possibilities are endless,” Carnaby says.
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Shoe racks and tie
racks are just two of
the options for modern
storage solutions.
Built-in cabinetry and
shelving can go a long
way towards keeping
your space free of clutter.
Photos submitted by Stor-More
Closet and Blinds
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The BC Government is proposing to offload the province’s
world-class recycling programs, run by local municipalities,
to an association led by big multi-national corporations.
The idea is that we’ll get a better, more efficient program
that costs taxpayers less.

Currently, BC homeowners only pay, on average, $35 a year
for curbside recycling. Under the proposed regime, you’ll
pay more. Every time you bring home a pizza, buy toilet paper,

Unfortunately, what we’ll really end up with is anyone’s guess.

How much more? Well, nobody’s saying.

The association isn’t guaranteeing that we’ll get a better
program, or even one as good as the current Blue Box program
already in place. Since the association is led by big businesses
outside of BC, many of whom are not even headquartered in
Canada, one could presume that profits will come before
environmental stewardship. They usually do. They also won’t
guarantee that there won’t be any job cuts here in BC.

Here’s the only thing anyone does know: we already have
a Blue Box program that works, is efficient, managed locally
and puts the BC environment first. So why is the BC government
flipping a coin, bringing in a questionable recycling program that
some of our local elected officials
are already calling a “scam?”

And how is this supposed to make things better for BC?

or pretty much anything else that comes in a package,
businesses will be passing their increased costs on to you.

It’s time to contact Premier Clark
and ask her.

What’s going on here?

Email Christy Clark at premier@gov.bc.ca or call 250-387-1715. For more info, visit RethinkItBC.ca. #RethinkItBC.
This Message is brought to you by:

6415544
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Shakespeare Homes wins Georgie for
North Vancouver renovation
By Kerry Vital

For North Shore builder Shakespeare
Homes, winning a Georgie Award is one
more feather in their cap.
“We were up against some great
competition,” says Mark Cooper,
president of Shakespeare Homes. “This
win is really a tribute to our talented staff
and trades.”
Cooper and his team earned the
Georgie Award for Best Renovation over
$800,000 for their Mountain Highway
project in North Vancouver.
The original home was built in the
early 1960s, and came with a set of
challenges. Among them were the strict
rules that governed the location and
height of the house, as well as regulations
around the stream-side location. The
original house had a broken foundation
and was beginning to slide down to
the creek, and the owners were looking
for a change. One of the homeowners
had grown up in a heritage house and
wanted to include some of those details
in his new home. However, new zoning
rules would have required the home to
be built right against the road due to
setbacks from the stream and boundaries
of the property. Shakespeare Homes
went to the city of North Vancouver
and learned that they could re-build the
home right where it stood.
“The Georgie committee appreciated
that we were working with many
restrictions,” says Cooper. “It takes more
than pretty pictures to win a Georgie.”
Inspired by the actual 1880s
architecture of the original
neighbourhood, Shakespeare Homes
added a third storey to the house,
and incorporated hand-cut granite

stonework, double-exposure cedar
shingles and exposed rafters and soffits,
among other heritage details.
“We were also working with an eye to
building green,” Cooper says. Among
the environmental initiatives in the new
home is a natural storm water treatment
system that collects runoff, filters it and
releases it back into the creek.
Shakespeare Homes also built a
detached garage with its own heritage-

style architecture. It looks like a carriage
house, with its own heat, power and
bathroom, and features a vaulted
cathedral-framed ceiling.
“This home is a real testament to the
high quality that Shakespeare Homes
provides,” says Cooper.
Shakespeare Homes was also a finalist
in the Best Residential Renovation
$300,000 to $499,999 category for a
project in Deep Cove.

Shakespeare Homes received a Georgie Award for their Mountain
Highway project in North Vancouver that re-built a 1960s home
into a heritage-style deam home while taking into account many
restrictions.
Photos submitted by Shakespeare Homes
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Opening your space
to the world
Accordion-style sliding doors can be a beautiful
addition to your home, especially when you can
take advantage of some spectacular views.
By Kerry Vital
Even with the at-times cold and snowy
winter that hit Metro Vancouver this year,
there’s not much that can beat our climate.
Entertaining outdoors can take place
throughout much of the year, and indooroutdoor living is especially prevalent in
the spring and summer months. In order to
facilitate this, installing a door that seems
to almost disappear might be just the thing
you’re looking for. Often called an accordion
door or bifold door, the panels fold up flat
against each other and are often used in living
areas and master suites with outdoor access.
“You can really expand your house to the
outside with these,” says James Stobbe of
Loewen, a leading Canadian manufacturer of
windows and doors. “They’re great for party
situations.”
The doors involve a large amount of glass
and thus maximize the views from your home,
even when closed. They’re also amazing at
letting natural light into your space, so even
on the cloudiest day your home will be bright
and airy. Another benefit of large bifold doors
is to open up the home to a breeze and cool
off the room in the warmer months without

the need for air-conditioning.
Bifold doors can be installed
in a straight line similar to
a regular sliding door, or
in a corner to open up your
space completely. Stobbe
notes that 90-degree corners
are most common, but other
configurations are possible with
the help of a professional.
“You need to work with your
own unique situation,” says
Stobbe. “I’ve seen shorter styles
(that are) more like windows,
as well as openings 12, 15 feet
wide.”
The doors stack to the exterior of the home,
maximizing your interior space, and are built
from a variety of materials, including wood
and metal.
“There are many different materials
available,” says Stobbe. “We offer Douglas
fir and mahogany options, which people
can prime if they want to. Douglas fir is
rot-resistant and is a stronger material. You
probably wouldn’t see doors made from pine
as it’s softer.”
Stobbe notes that Loewen’s bifold doors

require a special type of sill with a drain
channel and weatherstripping that he calls
“a step-up sill”, which is something that
homeowners need to keep in mind when
choosing the perfect door for their home.
There are numerous finish options for these
types of doors, just as there are for more
conventional styles. Whether your personal
style trends more towards black, polished
brass or oil-rubbed bronze, there will be
something that fits.
The safety of you and your
family might be a concern,

• Cedar Fencing
• Custom Cedar Fencing
• Decks
• Cedar Gates

especially with the sheer amount of glass
involved. However, Stobbe points out that
the doors will come with multi-point locking
hardware and flush bolts to ensure that they
are secure.
When installing a bifold or accordion-style
door, Stobbe says to expect the door and its
fittings to come in sections due to their size.
“It definitely wouldn’t come in one piece,”
he says. “The tracks, sides and glass will all

“ more page. 6
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be boxed separately, and instructions will come
with it.”
While it might be tempting to attempt this
renovation on your own, that might not be the best
option since accordion and bifold doors need more
support than other types of doors, and that needs to
be taken into account when deciding to install one.
“The reality is that you need to have the structure
to support it,” Stobbe says, adding that a beam will
often be needed to keep it place.
“How do you design the structure around it?” says
Stobbe, recommending that an engineer be involved
in the process.
Stobbe also says that the weather is an important
consideration, as they are not always a good
idea in climates that are very cold. Luckily for
Vancouverites, we’re a bit spoiled when it comes to
extreme cold!

Another question that homeowners might have
is whether they have to open every door in order to
enter or exit the house. However, that’s not the case.
“It’s possible to line them up so you can use one
door while the others stay shut,” says Stobbe. “Three
or four panels are very common; if you’re only
looking for two it’s better to go with a French door.”
Accordion-style doors can be quite pricy, but
nothing beats them for allowing a homeowner to
keep their view while still being sheltered from the
weather outside. Another advantage of them is that
they don’t require a pocket in the wall to slide into,
as a telescoping door would.
“I have no problem recommending these doors to
people,” says Stobbe. “It’s a solid door system and
a good performer. You want to keep in mind how
you’ll use it day after day, and we’ve never had a
complaint about them.”
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New colours and textures are
popular for spring decor
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Traditional and contemporary
combine in countertop design
By Kerry Vital
One of the big decisions to be made
when renovating or building a kitchen is the
countertop. It’s one of the first things you notice
in a kitchen, and the most-used surface in the
house. But like anything else in your home,
countertops are subject to changing trends.
“Stone is the biggest trend right now,”
says Aaron Woods, marketing manager for
FLOFORM Countertops. “We’re seeing a lot of
granite and quartz lately.”
Woods attributes this to the style and
hardness of the product, which can take more
wear and tear than other materials.
Natural products are also popular due to the
ability to be completely different from one piece
of stone to the next.
“With natural stone, every shipment is
different,” says Amit Thale, director for Aeon
Stone + Tile. “There’s a uniqueness to that.”
“The organic and natural look has a big
presence,” Woods says. “We’re seeing a return to
more natural patterns.”
Classic colours such as greys, whites and
taupes are still popular, Thale says, with more of Like most items, countertops are subject to trends. It’s important to consult a professional
an emphasis on the white and grey side.
when choosing a countertop and ensuring it fits with the other elements in your kitchen
“White and grey offer homeowners the clean, such as cabinetry and flooring.
simple lines they’re looking for,” says Domenic
Aeon Stone + Tile photo above, Caesarstone photo above right, FLOFORM Countertops photo right
Oppedisano, chief operating officer for
“People tend to stick with classic colours in their countertops,”
Caesarstone. “We’re also seeing thinner edges
Woods says. “The bright and bold tends to be in the paint, which is
and thinner countertops in general. This gives the homeowner the
an easier application and less expensive.”
clean look they’re looking for.”
When homeowners are replacing a countertop or choosing
He also notes the increase in waterfall-style countertops, which
pour over the edge of a section of cabinets or kitchen island and reach something for a new home, Thale recommends bringing cabinetry
and flooring samples as well, to ensure the entire room is cohesive.
to the floor.
Something else to keep in mind is to always work with a certified
“Contemporary style is getting stronger and stronger,” says Peter
Raimondi, branch manager for White-Wood Distribution Vancouver. countertop professional who can advise you on your options and
work with you to find the perfect countertop for your home that
“People are looking for clean lines and no clutter of any kind.”
also fits your style and budget.
As in most home items, trends in countertop design come and
“The kitchen is the centrepiece of the home,” says Raimondi.
go. Thale notes that a past popular style was speckled granite, but he
“You want something that’s easy to maintain and is functional.”
rarely sees homeowners choosing that anymore.
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