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Getting
ready
for baby

Daniel Twig at Lord Twig
Design has a few ideas
for new parents who are
planning the perfect
nursery.

By Maggie Calloway
The temptation, especially for
your first child, is to go over the
top a bit decorating the baby
nursery. What you need to stop
and think through is that your
new bundle of joy grows at an
alarming rate and the nursery decorated for a newborn
quickly becomes inappropriate
for the toddler and beyond.

“ more page.2
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Time to call
in the closet
experts
By Maggie Calloway

This Vancouver heritage home was given a full-on renovation by Todd Senft at reVISION Custom Home Renovations, in partnership with Lighthouse
Sustainability. Lighthouse was contracted by the city of Vancouver to do an audit of everything that was removed from the house that was recycled.
Martin Knowles photo

Vancouver heritage home gets a facelift
reVISION Custom Home
Renovations goes to work in
an old house with character.
By Maggie Calloway
This was a full-on renovation by Todd Senft
of reVISION Custom Home Renovations. A
new top story was added, then the whole house
including the bottom suite was renovated down
to the studs and beyond.
“This is a heritage, character home on the east
side of Vancouver. The project was very unique
in that two intertwined projects were happening

at the same time,” Senft says. “My company was
contracted to do the renovation and at the same
time Lighthouse Sustainability was contracted
by Metro Vancouver to do an audit of everything
that came out of the house that was recycled or
repurposed. Because this was a significant renovation it was a prime project for them to look at
everything during deconstruct, which is a term
they use instead of demolition. In real terms for
us it meant everything being removed from the
home must be dismantled in a way they could
more easily recycle rather than just crushing
them and throwing them into a bin.”
Lighthouse conducted a pilot project on this
renovation to document real-world experiences

and challenges in recycling and re-purposing
every possible item removed from the home.
The roofing shingles were separated; the roof
sheathing, drywall, insulation and flooring were
also separated. Doors and windows were carefully removed for recycling and every single item
was weighed for comparison purposes.
This was an exciting project because while it is
a noble endeavor to talk about diverting building
materials from the landfill there was, and is, a
need to get hard facts on what it takes and what
is possible.
It takes a lot longer to remove items with care,

You have made the difficult
decisions about what clothes
to keep and what to toss or donate. You have ruthlessly gone
through all your drawers and
cupboards, including the dreaded ‘I don’t know where to put it
so I’ll just stick it in the catchall drawer until later’ drawer.
We all have one of those; I
could probably build a summer
house including electrical and
plumbing out of mine! You have
resisted the temptation to keep
things ‘just in case’ and passed
it on to someone who could
really use it, and now comes the
reward.
Could this be the time to call
in the experts, to create custom
storage solutions unique to your
needs? To finally get rid of those
sagging rails and shoe jumble at
the bottom of your closet?
Chris Isfeld, along with his
brother Brett, are partners
in the custom closet design
company Designer Closet Guys.
Isfeld, an engineer by training,
came to B.C. after graduating
to work for a plastic company
who, among other things, made
shelving products. In 2000
the general manager of the
company and Isfeld decided
to venture out on their own to
start a company manufacturing

“ more page.11
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All the conveniences of a new home in your
comfortable, familiar house
“ from page.1
separate everything and arrange for various
businesses to remove them. Taking longer
means more expense to both the renovator
and subsequently to the homeowner but because the landfill charges by tonnage, savings
are realized at that end of the process. It is
impossible to make long-term policy decisions without hard data and this project
helped move that data forward.
And what about the renovation itself? The
family, including two kids and the downstairs
tenant, moved out for the seven months of the
renovation.
The only things saved from the original home were the kitchen cupboards and
countertops, as the homeowners had recently
renovated the kitchen.
“With the new top story, consisting of two
bedrooms, one bath and a roof deck, the
original foundation would not carry the load
so we had to raise and support the house
while we removed the old foundation, pour a
new one and put in new drainage around the
house,” Senft says. “On the main floor we took
out the original brick chimney to create an
open space between the dining room, living
room and kitchen. Open-plan living on this
floor made great sense for the family. There
is also a bathroom and one bedroom on this
floor. Then we created a staircase by the entry
to go up to the new top floor. The basement
floor had an original rental suite which was
also totally renovated and remains a separate
suite.”
The renovated house is completely energyefficient. The family plans to stay in the home
for the long term so it made perfect sense to
spend the extra money up front to purchase
top-of-the-line mechanical systems with high
energy-efficiency.
This is a decision anyone planning a major

renovation should keep in
mind. It takes an average of
five years to gain a return on
the investment but the average
turnover in housing in British
Columbia is also five years.
Consequently if you sell, it’s
the new owner who gets the
advantage of your investment.
“This is a character home,
which still fits perfectly in
the neighbourhood, with
a completely new heating
system, new hot water system
and insulation, the windows
were upgraded, all the energy
efficiencies you could ask for,
all the conveniences of a new
home,” Senft says.
There is no question that an
undertaking of this magnitude is hard on any family.
First they are displaced,
which is hard especially with
children. There are the multitude of daily decisions to be
made, and not to be dismissed
is the financial commitment.
Anyone contemplating a
comparable renovation should
first surround themselves with
an experienced contractor and
designer or architect, make
as many upfront decisions as
possible and, when the going
gets stressful (and it probably
will), keep your eye on the
prize.
Short term inconvenience
for a long-term gain for your
family is a worthy goal, especially when the end result is as
amazing as this home became.

The newly re-built home was designed
with an aim towards being open-plan,
and included a roof deck , left, plenty of
floor space on the main floor, bottom left,
and a beautiful bathroom renovation,
below.
Martin Knowles photos

Nursery really for parents
“ from page.1
The trick is for the room to be flexible enough to
grow along with the child.
Daniel Twig of Lord Twig Design is an expert at
pulling together a fabulous baby nursery which will
still, with a few adjustments, change as your child
grows.
“When I am invited by a client to design a new
nursery I really pay attention to what the rest
of the home looks like,”
Twig says. “Even though
this room is for a child,
you wouldn’t design a
traditional nursery in
a very contemporary
home or vice versa; you
need a flow. My target is
always to create a room
which will help make the
baby secure, content and
stimulated.”
Twig agrees that it’s
not best to create a
room that is only for a
newborn.
“You can spend an
awful lot of money on
furniture which is only
functional for a very
short time,” he says.
“The main pieces in
the room, the chest of
drawers, the comfortable chair, etc. should
be of good quality but
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not age-specific, which will last for years ... The
room can be made age-appropriate by wallpaper or
decals, curtains and cushions; things that are easily
changed and not expensive. This way the room has
longevity.”
Twig understands that when a room is being
designed for an anticipated baby, it is really for
the parents. The baby doesn’t get anything from it
because they just want love and food. Because of
this, he spends a lot of
time making the room
a practical space for the
parents and a soothing,
calming and relaxing
place for the new child. If
the mom is relaxed, the
baby will be happy.
After the crib, the most
important piece of furniture in the room is an appropriate chair for mom.
When you have to feed a
baby every few hours you
need a comfortable, supportive chair, especially
at three in the morning.
Even an eight-pound
baby becomes heavy and
exhausting!
The great thing is
Lord Twig Design is very
knowledgeable about
what makes a great
nursery both for the baby
and the parents. Good
to know there is one less
thing to stress about.
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Daniel Twig at Lord Twig
Designs says that it’s
very important to have a
practical space that will
also be soothing for the
parents and the baby.
Submitted photos
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A wood stove is the
perfect addition to a chilly
winter evening
By Maggie Calloway
I have to confess right up front that
I am a huge fan of wood stoves. I live
on a small acreage and depend on heat
from my wood stove along with electric
baseboard backup. But for me, it is more
than the basic need for heat during cold
winters.
I love the whole process. I enjoy my
long chat with the fellow who delivers the wood and I love stacking it in
my purpose-built wood shed. I confess
to standing in front of my full shed (I
always have enough for two years), and
feeling a deep sense of contentment
knowing that no matter what happens I,
and my resident pets, will be warm and
snug through the dark months. I enjoy
looking forward to throwing another log
on the fire on a cold windy night and
settling down with a good book. And, if
the power goes out, it doesn’t hurt to be
able to boil water for a cup of tea or heat
up a pot of soup.
Word to the wise, using a wood stove
is not for the faint of heart; it is hard
work. There is always something to do,
from stacking wood to filling the wood
bin to cleaning out the ashes. It’s a far
cry from flicking a switch on and off
with natural gas. And if you have to
build a fire and wait for the heat to build
on a winter morning, well, let’s just say
it separates the true believers from the
pretenders! And don’t forget the need
for organizing a chimney sweep at least
once a year.
I put in a call to Rick Abbott of R.E.
MacDonald in Aldergrove, a store specializing in stoves of all types.

Abbott, along with his colleagues, is
an expert in matching the right product
with each client.
The first thing Abbott advises is that
before anyone purchases a wood stove
they find a reliable wood source. Though
it may seem like a good idea at the time,
burning old 2x4s is not allowed because
the warranty on the stove would be
voided.
“If a client purchases a stove late in
the season it is likely they wouldn’t find
a source of dry wood. For those new
to the process, wood needs to be dry,
which means about a year of drying
time,” says Abbott. “Burning wet, or
green wood as it is known, creates creosote buildup in the chimney, which is a
major fire hazard.”
Once you have the wood situation in
hand, you need an expert to advise you
on which stove meets your particular
needs.
Some of the newer stoves have a
twenty-hour and up burn, which means
they are still throwing heat long after
the stove has been stacked with wood,
depending on what kind of wood you
are burning.
For me, the benefits of a wood stove
far outweigh the workload involved. Everyone has to make a personal decision
about the pros and cons after consulting
with an expert such as Abbott.
A final word of caution, make sure
you advise your insurance company if
you plan on installing a wood stove as
many have very stringent rules.
It also wouldn’t hurt to check with
your local municipality to make sure
wood-burning stoves are allowed.

GREAT FALL

Rick Abbott of R.E. MacDonald has several tips for homeowners
contemplating purchasing a wood stove, including figuring out
which type fits your personal needs.
Martin Knowles photos
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Building your own wreath is a
wonderful holiday project
By Maggie Calloway

Did you know that what we think of as Christmas wreaths
actually date back thousands of years and that different cultures use the wreath for a variety of reasons? The memory of
Charlton Heston wearing a laurel wreath in one of his “historical” movies has some basis in fact. Our present reality is we
hang wreaths during the holidays to celebrate and welcome
guests to our home.
Thomas Hobbs at Southlands Nursery has the lowdown on
the very best way to build your own wreath.
Hobbs suggests if you want to make your own, start with
a basic green living wreath you can purchase anywhere. This
way you not only get your starter wreath but the frame as well.
“Once you have the basic wreath you can start to add what
I call the ‘goodies.’ I like to use rose hips, because they are a
natural red/orange, in little clusters; seeded eucalyptus which
look like pale celadon-green grapes, and a real favourite of
ours at the nursery: pink pepper berries,” Hobbs says. “Look
around your garden to see what would look great; just make
sure you include things which don’t shed or you will have a
gradually disappearing wreath.”

He suggests that you tuck in the additions
in one direction, overlapping like the scales
of a fish.
“Don’t point them up at the ceiling because
when you hang the wreath on the door
everything will be pointing north. Also, don’t
tie your ‘goodies’ on the wreath one at a time,
add them in bunches for a much better effect
... As you go around you are creating a lush
wreath rather than what I call a pizza which
is a wreath with no balance. When you have
finished adding all the different layers loosely
go around it with very thin florist wire or you
can use fishing line in about two-inch gaps,
pushing it out of the way with (your) fingers,
then tie it off at the back.”
If your plan is to display the wreath in the
house, you must make sure they are sprayed
with water on a regular basis or they will dry
up after about a week. Outside they shouldn’t A wreath decorated with holly berries, pinecones and other greenery will make the
need any care for the month or two they are perfect addition to your holiday decor this year, especially if you’ve made it yourself.
on display.
Submitted photos
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Susan Borax, left, and Heather Knittel have tons of ideas about how to get rid of all
your junk before the holiday season begins.
Submitted photos

Getting rid of all that
clutter a top priority
By Maggie Calloway
Our home is supposed to be where
we go to find peace and serenity. This
is where, when the door to the outside
world is closed, we should be able to
take a deep breathe and relax.
Too many of us live in anything but
peace and serenity; we live in some
form of chaos while at the same time
wondering why we never really feel
rested or feel we belong anywhere.
With the holidays fast approaching,
it’s a great time to plan out the next
few weeks and commit to slowly dealing with one room at a time. Imagine
the holidays with an organized home
where you feel good about inviting
friends and family to join you in celebration, then going into the new year
with a new family focus.
Susan Borax and Heather Knittel,
owners of Good Riddance, a professional organizing company, have some
tips for those who are overwhelmed.
“The most important thing is to go
around the house and deal with items
say from Halloween, summer clothes
and toys, anything which is not in use
during the holiday season. Great times
to concentrate on decluttering are
change of season and holidays,” says
Knittel.
Borax adds, “What you have is a
lot of stress if you allow new things
to come into the home on top of an
already cluttered space. Think of what
you will be bringing into the home:
wrapping paper, decorations, presents,

and maybe a Christmas tree. All these
things take up space and you need
to plan how you are going to handle
them. The earlier you start on this the
better, even before you go shopping.”
Knittel says they have a few things
they suggest people do to control the
clutter for the holidays.
“Declutter, get rid of the excess stuff
you have hanging around, tame all the
paper in the house because there is
going to be a lot of new paper coming
in, clean and reorganize the fridge to
make room for the extra food, and if
you can squeeze out a couple of holiday days before Christmas, use them
to get organized,” she says.
Both Borax and Knittel suggest
keeping the mayhem surrounding the
holidays at a low ebb. Instead of rushing around trying to remember who
they need to buy for, many families
have started investing in experiences.
Buy a gift certificate for a restaurant or
take your kids out to Science World.
Sometimes the clutter just feels too
overwhelming, so I suggest just committing to dealing with five items every
day. It doesn’t have to be five sofas, but
even putting away five pieces of paper
makes a difference.
Five items a day, when you may be
facing years of accumulation, doesn’t
sound like much but over a year you
will have dealt with 1, 825 items. But
remember, once you are organized
you need to really think about what
you bring into the home … maybe one
thing in, one out?
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Unveiling your wood floors
Murray Macintyre at Restoration Hardwood is an
expert on refinishing your old floors.
By Maggie Calloway
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The good news is your tired and
worn hardwood floors can now be
sanded without the dust seeping into
every nook and cranny in the house.
We now have dust-free sanding!
Murray Macintyre, of Restoration
Hardwood, is an expert on what makes
a great refinished floor.
“The first thing is to make sure there
is enough wood left in the floor to
refinish. We take off about a sixteenth
of an inch of wood so there has to
be enough there,” Macintyre says.
“Engineered floors, for instance, can
only be refinished once. The oak strip
floors can always be great to work on;
fir floors, which were also popular,
depending on their age sometimes
cannot because they are too thin.”
He says that pine can be sanded, but
staining them could be tricky because
the wood doesn’t take stain well.
Before a job is started, the floor
is inspected to ensure all nails are
countersunk and the floor doesn’t have
some loose or damaged boards. Loose
boards will be properly re-nailed and
damaged boards replaced. The surrounding rooms are then sealed off.
“Once we have done any necessary
remedial work on the floor, we start
sanding with a belt sander and edger
using a coarser grit sandpaper to begin
which removes the existing finish,” says
Macintyre. “Next, we move to finer grit

sandpaper which removes the coarse
marks from the initial sanding. We
vacuum the floor to remove dust that
may have collected in the nail holes,
then the entire floor is trowel-filled
with ... wood filler.
“Once that is done we do a third
sanding with even finer sandpaper and
finish with a buffer,” he says.
The crew then wets the floor to open
the grain so it will accept stain. The
stain is then applied and allowed to
soak in before the excess is removed.
“At this stage the urethane finish
coats are applied ... Once all the steps
are complete a total inspection is taken
to make sure everything is perfect,”
Macintyre says.
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Finding a good contractor
extremely important

the site gives you a list of renovators who have agreed
to the GVHBA code of ethics as well as a renovationspecific code of conduct.
You have made the initial decision to stay in your
“There are four major words which are the most
home and invest in a renovation to make it work betimportant words when hiring a contractor: get it in
ter for your family. Moving to a new home is expenwriting. Everything has to be writsive and you like the neighbourhood; you
ten down, and I mean everything,”
feel like an important part of it, and your
says GVHBA President and CEO
kids are doing well in school. All things
Peter Simpson. “You have to make
considered, it makes great sense to stay
sure the contractor is fully compliwhere you are.
ant with WorkSafe BC regulations
Renovating, especially if you plan on
and enrolment. There needs to be
staying in your home throughout, is very
a written record of permit issustressful. However, there are things you
ance and inspections. The contract
can do to make this experience as smooth
must spell out everything from the
and stress-free as possible.
schedule of financial draws to will
Make a realistic budget, keeping in
you allow the workers to use your
mind the need for a healthy continbathroom and what in the house
gency fund. No matter how skilled your
is out of bounds. Do you want the
contractor, he/she doesn’t know what is
work site to be cleaned up every
lurking until the good, the bad, and the
night? Write it into the contract.
ugly is exposed during demolition. You
Where do you want the trades to
will need to estimate how much money
Peter Simpson
park their trucks, what are the
will be needed for remedial work and
hours of work?”
stash that sum away on top of the budget for the
Simpson continues, “If I was having a major renoactual renovations.
vation done and lots of trucks were showing up, both
Once you have the design sorted, and you’ve seen
parked all day and coming and going, I would talk
the blueprints, make as many decisions as possible
prior to hiring a contractor. You’ll need to make deci- to all the neighbours, advise them on what is going
to happen and tell them you want to be informed
sions from which colours you want to how you want
immediately if they are having a problem. Commuto use the new space, and everything in between.
nication is key. At the end of the project it would be a
You now have a budget, you have made as many
good idea to have a barbeque and invite the neighdecisions as possible, and now you need to hire a
bours to see your finished house and thank them for
contractor who will not only be professional but will
their patience.”
be compatible. This person will effectively become
Ask your potential contractor for references and
part of your family for the duration of the renovation
don’t be afraid to call them up and ask questions.
so you had better be simpatico.
Keep all lines of communication open and deal with
The Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Associaany concerns immediately with your contractor, not
tion has a program called RenoMark which is a
fantastic help for anyone contemplating a renovation. the sub-trades, since they work for him/her.
Remember unexpected things will come up. A
You can download the Reno Guide from their webmutually respectful relationship will handle the
site (www.gvhba.org) which answers almost everything you need to know going into your project. Plus, bumps. As in life so it is in construction!

Located on the Fraser
River between Maple
Ridge & Mission.
Our access to dredging of
the Fraser River allows us
to offer unique products.

• Premium River Sand • River Rock
• Quarry Rock • Screened Sand
(used in septic fields) • Clean Fill
• Golf Sand • Agriculture Sand
• Turf Blend • Garden Blend
Topsoils • Large Landscape Rock
PICK-UP & DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

Contact us for a complete
price and product list.

604-290-8683 or
604-462-8652
email: ATandH@riversand.ca
Providing quality products
and excellent service since 1987

By Maggie Calloway

We offer full system inspection
by a certified inspector.
• Septic tanks
pumped & cleaned
• Septic ﬁelds/lines
ﬂushed

• Parking lot/
driveway sump
cleaning
• Guaranteed service

Locally owned & operated family
business for over 20 years.

One Call Does It All!
No Job Too Small!
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED
24 HOUR SERVICE • GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Meadow
Ridge
Tank Cleaning

(3444)

604-240-2900 OR 604-406-DIGG
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A kitchen gets a makeover from
the designer homeowner
By Maggie Calloway

Karen Campbell of the interior design
firm, Esprit Décor of Maple Ridge, is a very
inventive and talented interior designer. Her
work for clients has been extraordinary, and
the number of times her clients have called
her back over the years is a testament that her
work is not only stunning but functional.
Campbell lives in a small but fabulous
coach house on her own rural property where
the Alouette River flows past the huge trees
beside her kitchen patio. Like many of us,
she spends most of her at-home time in and
around the kitchen. The only problem was the
kitchen was dated and badly needed a facelift
but client work always took precedence.
Campbell decided the time had come to make
some badly needed changes.
This time the kitchen renovation was different. This time Campbell was her own client
and she would not be calling in a kitchen
cabinet manufacturer to measure the space,
consult on the style, and then wait for delivery. Having just finished a complete kitchen
renovation for a client and having carefully
salvaged the cabinets, Campbell decided she
would retrofit them for her own renovation.
The only structural change Campbell
made to her kitchen was to put in a much
larger window over the sink to replace a tiny
window which didn’t do justice to the view. In
doing that they found the whole exterior wall
was rotten and had to be replaced.
First, Campbell had to figure out how to
configure the cabinets in her space. Once that
was done, every cabinet had to be sprayed
with high-gloss enamel paint and installed
with new hardware.
“The island looks different but is actually in
the same spot with a new Caesarstone countertop in a totally new shape. This is something people contemplating a kitchen facelift

should keep in mind,” Campbell
says. “By changing the shape
of the countertop the use can
change. My new top has a deep
overhang so I can use it for meals
with the new stools. There used
to be a small seating area where
the china cabinet is now, so the
island takes its place.”
Clever details make this
kitchen sing. The backsplash under the china cabinet is repeated
on the base of the island, and the
granite counters on both the sink
side and under the china cabinet
are much darker than the island,
which creates interest.
When Campbell was thinking about a colour scheme for
the kitchen she came across the
fabric she used as a valance. She
loved the colour combination so
this was the jumping off point for
all the colours in the kitchen.
“The best thing I did in the
entire renovation was the lighting. I live amongst big trees so
light is an issue,” Campbell says.
“I installed many different points
of light by installing pot lights
around the perimeter, lighting in
the china cabinet, under-cabinet
lighting, lighting under the island
shining on the tile feature then
down to the floor. Finally, there
is the overhead light. All this has
made a huge difference.”
A carpenter finished off the
cabinets’ exposed ends and created a frame around the microwave shelf. To finish, a cork
floor was laid to make the floor
warmer underfoot.

Karen Campbell of Esprit Decor in Maple Ridge had quite
the project ahead of her when she began renovating her
own kitchen. A new backsplash, below, and under-cabinet
lighting, right, was only the beginning.

Make your home cozy in
time for winter...
Brand new energy efficient windows and a beautiful Archgard
fireplace from Ecowest Renovations will make your home warm
and save you money.
We offer free estimates, expert installation and
interest-free deferred payments until Spring 2012!
Government grants and our grant matching program are ending soon!
Save up to $160 per window and $300 on fireplaces.

Call us before November 15th to qualify!
Read what our customers have to say about their
Ecowest Experience at www.homestars.ca
Visit our new fireplace showroom at 110-1320 Kingsway Avenue in Port Coquitlam

604.552.9378
www.ecowest.ca

windows • fireplaces • doors • siding • bathrooms • furnaces • additions

Martin Knowles photos
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Mid-century modern a current
trend in home decor
By Maggie Calloway

To say that mid-century modern furniture,
from the early 1950s to the 1960s, is hot is an
understatement. Unlike the style of the midlast century where people bought a whole
houseful of the same style (think Danish teak
furniture), now these beautifully designed,
extremely well-made individual pieces are
carefully chosen and integrated, with pride of
place, into more eclectic decor styles.
FULLHOUSE Modern in Vancouver is a
treasure trove of mid-century and Danish
modern, vintage, industrial and contemporary furniture and collectibles, and a go-to
place for designers and people looking for just
the right piece.
Owner Jennifer Brash is an encyclopedia on
the background of each piece and style.
“Today people decorate their homes much
differently,” Brash says. “They may buy a midcentury bed and maybe a dresser, but the side
tables would be different or they might have
vintage bed and side tables but a modernist
chair. They may include some lighting that is
not period so it’s not so matchy-match, which
is not interesting.”
Part of the appeal is the history and character, Brash says.
“People are using pieces for their beautiful
patina, craftsmanship, character and history
to warm up their space. Modernism is very
popular right now with lots of glass, chrome,
and hard surfaces so they are introducing the
wood pieces almost like objects of art; they
make the space livable and give depth to the
room,” she says.
What those of us who lived in the 50s and
60s didn’t appreciate at the time was how
timeless these pieces are. They are not ornate,
the scale is perfect and the wood is unparalleled. The Brazilian rosewood has a moratorium on its harvest so it is no longer available.

Jennifer Brash of FULLHOUSE Modern says that part of
The Burmese teak has a grain which
the appeal of mid-century modern decor is the history
no longer exists because the Danes,
and character that each piece brings to your home.
after the Second World War, went in
Martin Knowles photos
and harvested all the old growth in
Indonesia so the graining and deep
patina is only available on furniture of
industrialization was happening and they
that era.
were experimenting with molds, the Charles
“The teak that is harvested today is out of
Eames era.”
a tree farm and it’s more blond, more like
This era in North America was the expanbirch,” Brash says. “The colouring isn’t there
sion of suburbanism. The car moved people
and the graining isn’t there because it’s new
to the suburbs and the homes were mostly
growth rather than old growth. The mid-cenranchers and not the Craftsman homes that
tury furniture has such appeal because of the
were in the inner cities. They were built
wood, the design, the functionality and the
quickly to house returning soldiers and
craftsmanship. The Danes are known around
their young families, and they needed to be
the world as being some of the finest furniture filled with modern furniture; the heavy dark
makers. What’s known as Danish modern are
furniture was not suitable to this new style
the most coveted.”
of openness and an uncluttered and easy-toThough there are pockets of beautiful work
care-for home.
in Italy, they tended to use more plastics and
“The style was simple, clean lines, organic
metal, Brash says.
shapes. The design was functional and visu“California also produced plastics when
ally streamlined and pleasing,” Brash says.

Aluminum Railings for:
• Decks and Stairs
• Planter Boxes
• Gates
• Hand Rails

• Privacy Dividers
• Fences
• Glass Railings
• Picket Railings
Owner, Robert Heinze

• Custom fabricated Aluminum Railings
detailed to your specification.
• Cost effective & maintenance free

• Available in a wide range of
standard and custom powder
coat colours and finishes.

4 & 5-11550 Kingston Street, Maple Ridge

604-460-6633

IN BUSINESS FOR 22 YEARS

www.abcorailings.com
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Closet Guys committed to best possible service
“ from page.1
accessories, such as tie racks and belt racks.
The partnership, although successful, was
dissolved in 2007 but Isfeld was committed
to the idea of a high-quality closet design
company.
In the meantime Isfeld had set up what
we now know as Designer Closet Guys with
Brett. Brett, who had a design background,
was in Vancouver working for an entertainment lawyer and suffering from burn-out.
His timing was perfect to have a long chat
with his brother about career options, as
Isfeld had decided there was a need for a
local custom cabinet company and had
contracted with a Richmond-based manufacturer to represent their product. The rest
is history.
So how does the process work once you
have made the decision to organize your
home, or part thereof, once and for all?
“Every home is unique so we start with
a consultation in the home to get an idea
about style, space and what the client wants
to achieve,” Isfeld says. “The space is measured then we are able to show the client
immediately, on computer, a design mockup of how we see the best use of available
space for their particular needs.”
They then refine the design back at the
office, and present the client with a detailed
drawing.
“(We are) constantly refining until the
client is totally happy. A date is set for
installation and because we do our own
installations the client can be sure they are
getting the best possible service.”
A lot of homes today have actual dressing
rooms, so it makes great sense to make the
best use of the space.
“Having well-designed storage is a great
investment because not only will the client
enjoy an organized home but on re-sale it
is an added benefit,” Isfeld says. “In my own
home we have a kitchen/great room where

Chris Isfeld of Designer Closet Guys, bottom right, has several tips for keeping your closet
organized. Jewelry drawers, below, and hanging rails for clothes, right are excellent for keeping
everything to hand, while baskets for things that you don’t want to hang, above, are an easy fix.
Submitted photos

we spend all our time so we converted what
was the formal living room into a dressing room. What we saved from not having
to buy furniture for a space we wouldn’t
use we invested in creating a room which
enhances our lives. Our master is on the
main floor so now we have a large, pretty
fantastic master suite.”
Isfeld would like to remind people that
no matter how great it is to finally have everything under control, long-term success
depends on them having a system in place.
They can’t just keep bringing items into the
home because even the new system is finite.
“If they bring something new into the
home they need to let something go,” Isfeld
says. “This way the home will remain
organized.”

Winter’s Coming...

Time to Stay Warm!

Mortgage Advice
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It’s time to get comfortable
with a York Furnace.
Receive up to $1,690
in Government Grants and York Rebates!

> ecoENERGY Rebate: $790
> LiveSmart Rebate: $600
> Manufacturer’s Rebate: $300
Rebate amounts are based on an Afﬁnity
Modulating Furnace 98%+ Efﬁciency

Heritage
Mountain

Heating & Cooling

Please Call

604-968-0029
For A Free Estimate
www.heritagemountainhc.ca
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