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Renos: 
cash can 
cost more
When starting a home renova-
tion, homeowners may think 
they’ll save money by paying 

cash for contractors.
Wrong, says GVHBA 

CEO Peter Simpson.
“The four most 
important words 
to remember are: 

Get it in writing,” 
Simpson says. Find out 

more about what homeowners 
are responsible for when they 
undertake a renovation 

HST
IMPACT

  ›› p.4

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

If there is one person who knows all about 
renovations – from both the homeowner’s 
side and the contractor’s perspective – it has 
to be Graeme Huguet, managing director 
of My House Design/Build Team, an estab-
lished company with many successful years of 
award-winning client renovations under its 
belt.

Both Graeme and his wife, Tammy, have 
given their presentation, How to Live Th rough 
a Renovation, at several home shows and 
seminars.

Aft er living through their own renovation 
– with three young children – they have a few 
helpful recommendations to pass along.

“When we talk to clients prior to the start of 
the renovation or doing a public presentation, 
we use ourselves as an example of what they 
are going to go through, whether they are go-
ing to have a bathroom renovated or – which 
is the most common – kitchens and family 
rooms. People just don’t realize the impact it 
has on their family, on their relationships, and 
on their budget,” Graeme says.

He and Tammy give the the public presen-

tation together because they can give solid 
information from both of their perspectives, 
Graeme notes.

“My wife talks about what it means when 
you stay in the home for the duration of the 
renovation and the diffi  culty of having to 
juggle between diff erent rooms while certain 
rooms are being renovated,” he says.

“Th e bottom line she recommends is, if at 
all possible, don’t go there. Move out, you’ll 
save yourself money; you’ll save yourself a lot 
of stress. You will also save your relationship, 
not only with your kids, but with your spouse, 

because renovations cause a lot of strain.”
Tammy agrees, and recalls that their bath-

room became the kitchen as well, during their 
renovation.

“Renovations take on a life of their own 
... as you see what’s possible in a home, what 
started as, ‘Sweetie, I need a new linoleum 
fl oor in the kitchen’ turns into a kitchen 
island, a new tile fl oor, a garden window,” she 
says, and adds that last-minute changes are 
part of any reno.

Make mine wine…

Blue Grouse Wine Cellars president Gary Bombay 
says wine afi cionados have a wide range of 
choices to preserve their collections, from climate-
controlled coolers to complete cellars.  ›› p.9
Rob Newell photo

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Not so very long ago we had two 
colour choices in both kitchen and 
laundry room appliances and both 
of them were white. 

Now, not only are kitchens and 
laundry rooms being professionally 
designed, stunning colours are now 
available.

Whirlpool’s Duet line of washers 
and dryers has added to its nature-
inspired colour palette with the in-

troduction of two 
new colours, rich 
and vibrant cran-
berry and clean 
and elegant lunar 
silver. These new 
additions join an 
already popular 
Aspen green, 

ocean blue and Tuscan chestnut; just 
hearing the names of these colours 
makes one want to throw in a load 
of laundry.

Sears Kenmore gets straight to 
the point with its washer and dryer 
colours: white, blue,  brown, chili 
pepper red and stainless steel, with 
one of their washers also available 
in ginger.

Kenmore has built up a reputation 
over the years for straightforward 
products and these names follow 
suit although … do I see a fl irtation 
with colours such as chili pepper 
red?

Hot colours 
in new 
appliances

Surviving 
a reno: 
it can be 
done
My House Design/Build Team 
couple speaks from experience

Graeme and Tammy Huguet know how to live through a reno-
vation, and fi nd it useful when working with My House Design/

Build Team clients on award-winning renovation projects 
throughout Metro Vancouver.   Martin Knowles photo
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“Th ere are always going to be things that 
don’t happen the way you want. No matter 
how well planned out, that’s just the way it is.”

Graeme feels that going through his own 
live-in renovation gives him invaluable 
understanding as a designer/builder when 
dealing with clients. He admits that during his 
own renovation, he had control – as his own 
contractor – whereas clients are dependent 
on their contractor to actually follow through, 
which highlights the importance of due dili-
gence when picking a contractor.

Th e fi rst thing Graeme recommends to 
new clients is to talk to other clients who have 
gone through the same process they are about 
to go through.

Th e next thing to take into consideration, 
he says, is the family make-up; if you are a 
family of two people with no kids and no pets, 
it is easier to stay in place during a renova-
tion than if you are a family with three kids 
and a dog. It’s about all the dynamics of that 
particular household, he notes.

Families can live in-house through most 
renovations, Graeme says, but the hardest 
ones are when the kitchen is being renovated. 

And so-called reality home makeover TV 
shows do not give an accurate picture of how 

long renos can take, so many homeowners 
think it will take a shorter amount of time 
than it actually does, he says.

“(TV shows) show a whole house being 
built in seven days, but what they don’t show 
is the previous months and months spent 
organizing everything ... the hundreds of 
people working 24 hours a day to complete 
(the project),” says Graeme.

“When we say you are going to be without 
your kitchen for three months that’s a hard 

one for someone to swallow if they think it’s 
only going to take a couple of weeks.”

My House Design/Build Team will set cli-
ents up with a temporary living space that is 
separate from where the renovation will take 
place, Graeme says, to help them live through 
a reno. If it’s a full-kitchen project, the team 
will set up a temporary kitchen in another 
part of the house, using the old cabinets and 
appliances, so they can function in a reason-
able manner throughout the reno.

Using the barbecue and microwave may 
seem like it will work, Graeme says, but it’s 
not as easy as it sounds, especially if there are 
children in the family.

“Th e idea is to make living through the 
renovation as reasonable as possible so there 
is no panic about when it will all be fi nished,” 
he says.

Tammy agrees, and recalls she had the slow 

‘Renovations 
take on a life 
of their own’
CONTINUED FROM P.1

My House Design/Build team won several awards for this full-home renovation in Port Coquitlam. Husband-and-wife team Graeme and 

Tammy Huguet lived through their own renovation,so they know fi rsthand what homeowners are facing during a renovation.

BEFORE

AFTER

CONTINUED ON P.3

Let this award winning team put the into your next project.

Contact us for your free consultation:
Surrey: 15356 Fraser Hwy. 
Vancouver: 1275 West 6th Ave.

604-MY-HOUSE (694-6873)
www.myhousedesignbuild.com

BEFORE

AFTER
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cooker going through much of their own 
reno.

She notes that if you are planning to live at 
home through a renovation, it’s a good idea to 
plan for the “unforeseen budget” – the take-
out food, the hotel for a few nights to get away 
from it all, and perhaps, putting the dog(s) in 

a kennel for some of the 
work.

“If we kept laughing 
and talking about what 
(the reno is) going to be 
like when it’s fi nished, it 
helped,” she says of their 
own experience, and 
adds some advice:

“Being fl exible 
enough with each other 
... giving each other the 
grace to know that what 
is said (during renova-
tions) isn’t necessarily 
meant.”

During a full-house 
renovation on a Port 

Coquitlam home, the homeowners vacated 
the house for the six months it took to com-
plete the project.

Th e stunning, re-designed home, including 
the landscaping, garnered My House Design/
Build Team three Georgie Awards.

Th e Georgies are the coveted awards of ex-
cellence given by the Canadian Home Build-
ers’ Association of B.C., and the PoCo reno 
netted the team accolades for Best Renovation 

up to $400,000, Best Kitchen Renovation, and 
Best Interior Design.

Th e kitchen was also awarded Best Kitchen 
Renovation in Canada by the Canadian Home 
Builders’ Association.

Th en, to top off  an amazing year, the com-

pany was awarded Best Landscape by the B.C. 
Landscape and Nursery Association. 

While the praise from their peers is great, a 
letter from the homeowners, post-renovation, 
likely gives the best kudos of all: they praise 
the excellence of the work, the time and eff ort 

taken to understand the family’s vision, and 
the high standard and work ethic of all the 
sub-trades.

And that level of satisfaction is what My 
House Design/Build Team strives for every 
time, says Graeme.

Plan for the 
‘unforeseen 
budget’

Whether you live through a renovation or not, the results are clearly worth it, as these My House Design/Build Team photos show. The Port 

Coquitlam renovation garnered several awards. My House managing director Graeme and wife Tammy lived through their own home reno.

CONTINUED FROM P.2

“The idea is to 

make living 

through the 

renovation as 

reasonable 

as possible 

so there is 

no panic 

about when 

it will all be 

fi nished.” 
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19661 - 96 Ave, 
Langley

604-888-3771 604-888-3771 
fax 604-888-3795

IC Stone & Granite
Granite • Marble • Quartz Surfaces • Faucets

and  YES, we have undermount kitchen sinks

We want you to be happy in your homeWe want you to be happy in your home

www.stoneandtile.ca • email:info@stoneandtile.ca

19661 - 96 Ave, 
Langley

604-888-6600 604-888-6600 
fax 604-888-1127

It’s time for a change, you can do itIt’s time for a change, you can do it

ChifanChifan
Ceramics

Locally owned and operated family business

People you can TRUST

Stone and Tile  

you can AFFORD

IC Stone & Granite 
is a team of trained 
professionals that 
are passionate about 
transforming an ordinary 
house into a stylish 
home. We supply, 
fabricate and install our 
quality stone into your 
home at a price that you 
can afford.

Granite and engineered 
stone has become 
a popular choice 
because of its durability 
and beauty. Stone 
countertops are highly 
resistant to scratches, 
stains and heat, making 
it perfect for kitchen 
countertop surface, or 
bathroom vanity.

Chifan Ceramics has 
been in the tile business 
for over 20 years and we 
are dedicated to  nding 
the right material for 
you. We have everything 
from ceramic, porcelain, 
slate or marble  oor 
tiles, to natural 
stone, glass or metal 
backsplash. We also 
offer setting materials so 
you can do it yourself or 
we can install it for you.

Sometimes its just time 
for a change. We want 
you to be happy in your 
home, and we want to 
supply you with what 
you want, at a price you 
can afford.”

• Ceramic Floor/Wall Tiles 
• Porcelain Tiles 
• Backsplashes 
• Natural Stone Flooring 
• Granite Tiles 
• Glass Tiles 
• Metal Tiles 
• Murals 
• Stone/Granite Sinks 
• Stone/Granite Faucets

www.stoneandtile.ca • email:sales@stoneandtile.ca
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General Electric has gone for the fl ash with both metallic 
red and metallic silver, as well as the more conventional 
black and white and champagne.

Not only have coloured appliances become available, but 
new technology has entered the market.

For example, Whirlpool’s capacity Duet steam effi  ciency 
front-loading washer will wash a load in just 17 minutes.

It is not only Energy Star-rated and saves the homeowner 
77 per cent water and 81 per cent energy, but it will also 
wash up to 18 pairs of jeans in a single load.

No need to pre-treat any laundry, as the natural power of 
steam will remove tough stains. 

Kitchen appliances have also become very sophisticated.
“We have a number of new cutting-edge kitchen appli-

ances,” says Coast Wholesale Appliances’ Scott Wong.
“Fisher & Paykel’s Cool Drawer is the fi rst multi-tempera-

ture fridge drawer that allows you to store food at fi ve spe-

cifi cally designed temperatures,” he notes, and continues 
with other new appliances.

“The Turbo Chef Double Wall Speedcook Oven lets you 
roast, bake and broil up to 15 times faster than convention-
al ovens and, for the espresso coff ee afi cionados, the Talea 
Ring Plus automatic coff ee machine can be programmed to 
your preference,” Wong says.

Another appliance-maker, Jenn-Air, has stepped outside 
the box with their new line of appliances in oiled bronze.

An interesting shade, the oiled bronze is softer than 
stainless steel and lends itself to a variety of decors, with 
perhaps, a little more warmth.

From cranberry to 
bronze, colour is 

Oiled bronze is new and trendy. Coast Wholesale Appliances

CONTINUED FROM P.1
“What at fi rst was plunder

assumed the soft er name of revenue.”
– Th omas Paine, one of the U.S. founding fathers

TRICIA LESLIE

Talking taxes can be taxing on the 
public – especially with a brand-new 
tax slated to start on July 1 in B.C.

Th e HST is a 12 per cent “harmoni-
zation” that will blend the federal GST 
and the provincial PST; a much-ma-
ligned tax, it will mean administrative 
savings for some businesses but will 
increase costs to consumers.

But the threat of the HST is much 
more dire than paying more taxes, says 
Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ As-

sociation CEO Peter 
Simpson – especially 
when it comes to 
home renovations.

“We believe it 
will just feed an 
already burgeoning 
underground/cash 
economy,” Simpson 
says, and notes the 

underground market has always been a 
huge concern, industry-wide.

Focusing on educating homeown-
ers about resisting the lure of a cash 
transaction is key, Simpson says, which 
is why the GVHBA holds two seminars 
every year for that purpose.

Many homeowners don’t realize that 
the renovator must be in compliance 
with WorkSafe BC regulations, or that 
they must purchase liability insurance, 
he says.

If these rules are not adhered to, 
the government holds the homeowner 
responsible, he notes.

“If someone takes a 20-foot face 
plant off  a ladder and gets injured or 
even dies, and there’s no contract, the 
homeowner is responsible. Th e second 
you let someone onto your property, 
you are responsible,” Simpson says.

“Th e four most important words to 
remember are: Get it in writing. You 
need a contract that clearly spells out 
the renovator’s responsibility.”

Without a contract, homeowners 
have no recourse, he adds, noting that 
if a renovator does an absolutely hor-
rible job and is taken to court, the fi rst 
thing the court will ask is if there is a 
contract.

If there is no contract, the court will 
toss the case, since paying cash means 
the homeowner is attempting to avoid 
paying the proper taxes, says Simpson.

“You think you’re going to save 
money (with a cash deal)?” he ques-
tions incredulously. “It boggles my 
mind how many people still engage in 
cash economy.”

Not to mention the millions it will 
cost the government in unremitted 
taxes, he adds.

Th ose involved in the housing 
industry are pushing all levels of 
government for a permanent tax credit 
for home renovations, since the HRTC 
expired at the end of January.

MJ Whitemarsh, CEO of the Cana-
dian Home Builders’ Association of 
B.C., says a reno tax credit, whether 
provincial or federal, can only be good.

“It’s good for consumers – it puts 
money back into their pockets,” she 
says. “It also helps curb the under-
ground economy, in that you need a 
receipt.”

Simpson says a permanent reno 
tax credit should apply to all levels of 
renovations (not capped at $10,000), 
because that would also help dissuade 
the underground market.

‘We won’t eradicate it, but it would 
take a big bite out of it,” he says. 

HST fuels cash 
economy fears

Peter Simpson

B E S T  P R I C E    B E S T  Q U A L I T Y     B E S T  S E R V I C E
C o m m i t t e d  t o  h e l p i n g  y o u  c r e a t e  t h e  k i t c h e n  o f  y o u r  d r e a m s

Honey MapleHoney Maple
10’x10 kitchen

starting at
$1688

Granite Granite 
CountertopsCountertops

starting 
at
$45 sq. 

ft.

$199
only

RICHMOND
2005-2633 Simpson Road
Richmond, BC V6X 6B9

604-639-6039

TRI-CITY
3032 St. Johns Street

Port Moody, BC

778-355-2222

ABBOTSFORD
31780 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, BC, V2T 2T9

604-870-8856

WAREHOUSE
1130 - 11180 River Rd.
Richmond, BC V6X 1Z5

604-282-7111

Cowry Cabinets   LANGLEY #9-19638 Fraser Highway  604-534-0958   www.cowrykitchen.com

ULTRASONIC BLIND 
CLEANING INC.

604-916-0202
info@orionblindcleaning.ca
www.orionblindcleaning.ca

MOBILE, ON-SITE SERVICE

WE CLEAN ALL TYPES OF BLINDS

Uretek Canada Inc.Uretek Canada Inc.
Putting YOU in

Control of YOUR
Slab-Lifting Challenges

A fast, effective solution to lift, 
align and stablize sunken concrete 
slabs and settlement challenges!

Serving the
Municipal, Industrial,

Commercial & 
Residential Markets

VOID – FILLINGSLAB LIFTING

Fraser Valley Offi ce 604-607-5485Fraser Valley Offi ce 604-607-5485
Email: glenr@uretek.ca • Website: www.Uretek.ca

• Void Filling
• Foundation Lifting
• Soil Stabilization

Driveways, sidewalks, pool 
decks, patios, basement 
fl oors and garage slabs.
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If you could wave a magic wand and 
have the bathroom of your dreams, 
what would it look like?

Would you choose a simple, utilitar-
ian room with the bare essentials or 
would you choose a room in which to 
pause and relax ... a spa?

If you are planning to gut your pres-
ent bathroom, and have the physical 
space, there are all kinds of delicious 
decisions to make before you start 
construction.

First the fl oor. If you choose 
tile or marble or any hard 
surface, you should consider 
a radiant heating plan. Th is 
system is especially ideal un-
der a hard surface such as tile;  
tile is an excellent conductor 
of heat – and we don’t want our 
tootsies shivering on a cold morn-
ing ... it spoils the ambiance.

A walk-in shower is becoming 
pretty standard but how about a steam 
shower?

In an age when it is estimated 
between 70-80 per cent of all doctor 
visits are for stress-related disorders, 
needing to come home to a relaxing 
steam shower can be rationalized as for 
medicinal purposes ... !

Gone are the days of a tiny vanity 
with one sink and a medicine cabinet 
with attached mirror.

Today we want long consoles of styl-
ish cabinetry or a converted sideboard 
or credenza, with his and her sinks, 

each with its own mirror.
And choosing sinks today is no 

small task – should they be separate 
and over or under-mounted? Maybe 
they should sit on top of the vanity and 
be made of smoked glass. A personal 
favourite that looks great is a stone 
sink that is long enough to serve two 
people, with two faucets. 

Speaking of faucets – considered the 
jewels of the bathroom – along with all 
drawer and cupboard hardware, there 
are endless possibilities. Make sure the 

scale is right when buying faucets; 
low spouts on sink taps or 

bathtubs nearly always look 
out of proportion.

A word to the wise when 
choosing a bathtub – as 
stark and simple as some 

of the new tubs look – make 
sure there is one sloping side.

If you enjoy a soak at the end 
of a long day, you want to be able to 
stretch out and relax, not be forced to 
sit upright.

Th ese days, says Mike Merakian of 
Blue Ocean Construction, renovation 
customers aren’t necessarily choosing 
bathroom options based on trends or 
fashion, but rather, on what works for 
them.

“Clients are taking the time to fi gure 
out what will work for the individual 
family,” he says.

“Heated fl oors and towels racks are 
popular as are furniture type vanities, 
which really individualize the room, 
and hard surface counters.”

BEFORE
& AFTER 

Creating your dream bathroom 
may not be as hard as you think

Before and after: bathrooms can go from passé to perfect with a good renova-

tion. Above, an outdated shower is now fabulous.  Courtesy Blue Ocean Construction
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DID YOU KNOW
Nufl oors is the Exclusive Outlet for 

Stainmaster “Ultralife” Carpets in the Valley

Flooring
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and Helpful Adviceand Helpful Advice

35 Years In Langley35 Years In Langley
OPEN 7 DAYS OPEN 7 DAYS 

Mon - Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 9 am -5 pm • Sun 11 am - 4 pm
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 Easy Laminate• Beautiful Tile Easy Laminate• Beautiful Tile
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Exotic Bamboo • Artful Area RugsExotic Bamboo • Artful Area Rugs
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www.mpbconstruction.com
62-15515-24th Avenue, 

Surrey, BC  V4A 2J4  •  604-538-9622
Call for a no obligation home consultation

If you 
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it…
MPB 
can 
make 
it come 
true!

2008 & 2009 

“Georgie Award” Finalist

Best Kitchen Renovation
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When it comes to keeping your 
family secure, turning to a com-
pany like Weiser, which has spent 
the past 100 years perfecting its 
craft , makes perfect sense.

Th e hardware on both your 
exterior doors and windows has 
come a long way in that time, but 
in the past few years new technol-
ogy has entered home security 
products.

Weiser has introduced Smart-
Key, which is a high-security 

deadbolt lock you can re-key 
yourself. Th is means you not only 
get superior security and a depar-
ture from the traditional pin-and-
tumbler design; with patented 
side-locking bar technology, you 
can re-key without removing the 

lock from your door. Being able to 
re-key as oft en as you need to will 
provide you with peace of mind if 
you are uncertain about who has 
keys to your home.

Th is new technology also has 
a built-in guard against lock 

bumping. Lock bumping is a technique 
where thieves use a special key that 
they partially insert into the lock, then 
tap, or bump, with the handle of a 
screwdriver and presto, they are inside.

“Break-and-enter thieves are usually 
on the lookout for easy target homes,” 
says Mark Wallace, Canadian market-
ing manager for Weiser Lock.

“Modern homes that are built with 
standard-issue fi xtures fall right into 
this category. Th ese homes are bought 
and sold with hollow doors – and 
that means the only thing that stands 
between a thief and your belongings is 
two thin sheets of plywood sandwich-
ing a honeycomb frame.”

Another innovation, which you see 
on some homes and automobiles, is the 
touchpad electronic deadbolt. Instead 
of having to use a key, this latest in 
electronic technology operates on four 
AA batteries and only permits access 
with your personal code. Because there 
is no wiring necessary, you can easily 
replace existing hardware.

Schlage previewed new capabilities 
for its Schlage Link home-manage-
ment system at the 2010 Consumer 
Electronics Convention in Las Vegas.

Th is new system allows homeown-
ers’ keypad locks to be integrated with 
home security systems with central 
monitoring. Th e Schlage Link system 
is built around Z-Wave technology, 
enabling homeowners to lock and 
unlock doors, monitor live camera 
feeds, control temperature, lighting 
and Z-Wave-enabled devices from 
any computer and most web-enabled 
mobile phones.

Motorola’s Homesight Home Moni-
toring and Control System allows you 
to keep a watchful eye on your home 
from a remote location.

You receive an alert when windows 
and doors are opened and closed. 
When you are on the go, you’ll receive 
text message alerts and still images on 
your cellphone. From at home or the 
offi  ce, you can view real-time colour 
video clips and still images on your 
PC. Th e system will also record events 
while you are out so you can review 
colour video clips with sound or still 
images on your return.

Th is system allows parents to know, 
from their place of work, when their 
children are safe at home aft er school 
or sports.

Keep your 
home secure 
with high 
tech barriers

From touchpad electronic deadbolts and locks that you can re-key yourself to 

Smart Scan locks, home security has new technology to off er.  Courtesy of Weiser Lock

WISCONSIN PINE |  

Preferred Flooring Ltd. – a family owned and 
operated fl ooring company who has been 
in the fl ooring business for over 15 years. 
We believe that our customers’ needs and 
satisfaction is a must and will back all of 
our high quality work and installs with a 
guarantee. We offer excellent service and 
knowledgeable recommendations, with quality 
products and pricing to meet any budget.
• Complimentary Flooring Estimates and 

Recommendations.

• Wide selections of all Flooring sales such as, Carpet, 
Hardwood, Laminate, Tile, Vinyl, Bamboo and Cork.

88 Avenue W
.

WALNUT
GROVE

88 Avenue E.

Hwy #1 E.
Hwy #1 W.

200 Street

TO SURREY

#150, 19950 - 88 Avenue E., 
North Langley, (next to CEFA) 

604-881-0305  
info@preferredfl ooring.ca 
www.preferredflooring.ca

Luxe Plank™ takes the look of 
natural hardwood to places you never thought possible: 

Kitchens. Bathrooms. Basements. Laundry Rooms. 
No room is off limits to durable, water-resistant Luxe Plank.

now open in north langley

q u a l i t y  |  s e l e c t i o n  |  s e r v i c e
C A R P E T  •  H A R D W O O D  •  L A M I N AT E  •  T I L E  •  V I N Y L  •  B A M B O O  •  C O R K

Luxe Plank™ takes the
natural hardwood to places you never thought p

come in and see Luxe Plank™ with your own eyes!

•  More than 600 sets of kitchen inventory. 
•  Professional, fast installation, customized to suit your unique requests.

•  Beautiful solid wood door with plywood cabinet boxes, 
No particle boards anywhere inside the cabinet. 2 year product warranty.

•  One-stop shopping with natural Granite or Quartz counter-top.

www.vancouvercabinets.com

#104-6360 202nd Street, Langley 778-278-1818
#1-11520 Voyageur Way, Richmond 604-233-9297
2568 Barnet Highway, Coquitlam 778-285-1118

50%

Vancouver Cabinets Inc.Vancouver Cabinets Inc.

100% solid wood cabinets Natural granite/quartz 
countertops

Factory Direct Sales. 
We install right away!

February 10-28

15%
off 

ALL PRODUCTS 
IN STORE

off 

Some products up to

Vancouver Cabinets 
New Langley Location 
NOW OPENNOW OPEN
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Quality wood products, made locally.

SOLID WOOD MOULDINGS
STAIR & RAILING PRODUCTS

CUSTOM MILLWORK

www.distinctivewooddesigns.com

DistinctiveWood-MOD-reno   1 2/18/10   11:48:21 AM

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

You have been learning about wine for 
years and you fi nd yourself with a pretty 
extensive collection.

So now what? Suddenly storing 
your wine in various nooks and 
crannies, at assorted tempera-
tures, just doesn’t work any more 
– and there is a pretty good 
space in your basement or off  the 
dining room that just might work 
as a wine cellar.

Unless you have also done thorough 
research into the ins and outs of building your 
own cellar, and have the building expertise, 
you will need to turn to a local company, 
such as Blue Grouse Wine Cellars in North 
Vancouver.

Even if you are not in the market for a 
full-on custom wine cellar, it makes sense that 
each storage purchase will likely contribute to 
the eventual whole.

“For the person with an extensive wine 
collection, a wine cellar is the obvious choice 
– not just because it’s considered sexy, but 
because it makes sense to protect both the 
quality of the wine and the investment,” says 
Blue Grouse principal Gary Bombay.

But there’s more to wine storage than sim-
ply putting bottles on a shelf.

One succinct explanation of why proper 
storage is important reads: “Th e goal of wine 
storage is to age premium wine, or at a mini-
mum, preserve it. Preserving wine may seem 
simple because it’s an alcoholic beverage, but 
despite this, wine cannot be stored indefi nite-

ly. At the very least, someone who stores wine 
should know how long it can be stored.”

Basic requirements of good storage:
 55 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 No more than fi ve to 10 degrees (F) annual 

variation in temperature
 One to three degrees (F) daily variation in 

temperature
 70 per cent relative humidity
 Darkness
 No vibrations (the jury is still out regarding 

the eff ects of vibration on wine)
Th e aging process is changed by poor stor-

age and variations in temperature and light, 
Bombay notes.

“If your wine collection is in the 100- to 
700-bottle range, a climate-controlled wine 
cabinet may be a great choice,” he says.

“Th ese standalone units are designed as a 
piece of furniture and will fi t well into your 
present décor. With many people so space-
starved, there are many attractive solutions.”

In this age of downsizing and condo living, 
maybe a wine fridge is the answer for some-
one who likes to keep a case or two around. 
A dual-zone refrigerator allows you to keep 
both red and white wine at the appropriate 
temperature.

One computer program every wine col-

lector should have, says Bombay, serves as 
an inventory and even becomes a partner in 
enjoying your collection to the fullest.

If you put aside an interesting wine that 
needs time to mature, for example, the pro-
gram advises you when to sample a bottle to 
check how it is coming along, then advises the 
optimum time to drink your treasure.

And the chefs among us can type in what 
you are cooking for dinner and the program 
will select the perfect wine from you cellar.

Whether a wine afi cionado or a begin-
ner, there are storage options for everyone, 
Bombay says.

“At Blue Grouse we run the gamut from the 
beginning collector to the person who has 
come to the point in their lives where they 
have more time available and want to learn 
more,” he says.

“Some of them travel the world to learn at 
the source and bring treasures back to enjoy 
with family and friends.”

Properly 
preserving 
your wine

Blue Grouse Wine Cellars president 

Gary Bombay can get serious when it 

comes to wine storage. But whether 

it’s an entire cellar or a climate-con-

trolled cooler, there are options for 

everyone.

Rob Newell (top) photos  

Blue Grouse Wine Cellars

WINE
STORAGE
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3059-152 Street White Rock

Phone: 604-542-4317

7599 King George Hwy 
Surrey (Newton)

Phone: 604-572-3739

7878 120th Street (Scott Road) Surrey 
Phone: 604-591-3914

6312 200th Street Langley

Phone: 604-532-4411

13665-102nd Ave Surrey (North)
Phone: 604-583-8473

7200 Market Crossing Burnaby 

Phone: 604-451-5888

1200 Seguin Drive Coquitlam

Phone: 604-527-8828
11969 - 200th  Street Maple Ridge

Phone: 604-460-4664
1350 Main Street North Vancouver              

Phone: 604-982-9100
3100-2850 Shaughnessy St. Port Coquitlam 

Phone: 604-468-6951
3500 No.3 Road Richmond

Phone: 604-273-2939

11388 Steveston Hwy South Richmond 

Phone: 604-271-6651

2290 Cambie St. Vancouver 
Phone: 604-707-2290

2830 Bentall Street Vancouver 
Phone: 604-431-3570

8729 Heather Street Vancouver

Phone: 604-257-6487

2220 Kingsway 
Vancouver Kingsway

Phone: 604-257-6510

See all the ways Canadian Tire can help your style and your budget!

Find all the right tools for the job!
Power and hand tools, nails,screws, glue, drywall repair, silicone caulking and more!

Get ready for 
 outdoor living
Renovating? Check out our new 2010 patio furniture!

Be sure to plan for garden spaces with our selection of fresh outdoor groupings to suit any budget. Looking for interior and exterior 

renovation ideas? Canadian Tire has all you need to do it well, whether you're fixing, refreshing or making major changes. You'll be 

impressed with our range of household furnishings and decor items. And you'll feel confident using our selection of brand name 

tools, storage solutions and paint products. We also have hardware, sinks, toilets and faucets as well as lights, fans, mirrors and 

outdoor sheds. Canadian Tire. For days like today.

Outdoor solutions from Canadian Tire…

CanTire_REnoNationFEB10   1 2/18/10   12:39:35 PM


