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Building 
a safer 
home

By Kerry Vital

When you think about safety 
in your home, you probably 
think of aging in place. While 
some of those principles are 
good things to keep in mind, 
having a safer home goes far 
beyond installing a stair-lift or 
removing trip hazards.

“You can have a safe home 
without taking away from the 
beauty of a home,” says David 

 “ more page.2

Building a home that will work 
for a lifetime is about more 

than looking at trip hazards.

Coast has the Brands you Want, 
and the Expertise you Need!

Vancouver:  8488 Main St
Surrey:  19495 56 Ave
Coquitlam:  #1-1315 United Blvd
Abbotsford:  34445 Marshall Rd

By Maggie Calloway

There is a trend, especially in the Vancouver real estate 
market, of families making the decision to do a full-house 
renovation rather than selling and buying another home.

That is certainly the case with this family and for the same 
reasons as many other families: they are settled in the neigh-
bourhood, they like the schools and it’s close to work. But the 
house, which had been renovated by previous owners, was 
stuck in the 1980s. The configuration of the rooms didn’t work 
for the family and there was a lot of wasted space because 
some rooms were isolated and consequently were not used. It 
was time for a fresh start and a reconfiguration of the whole 
house so the family could utilize the space properly.

The contractor chosen for the job was Tobias Puga of Vision 
Built Homes.

“This house is a five-bedroom suburban home, about 50 

years old, which the family has lived in for seven years. It had 
gone through several renovations but was very dated and need 
a complete renovation to work for the family of four plus a 
nanny,” Puga says. “When we started taking the stucco down 
we could see where doors and windows had been patched and 
made to fit during a previous renovation. We took the roof off 
and extended the second floor to the front of the house, which 
added two bedrooms. We installed a 24-foot-long steel beam 
above the living room and made the ceiling flat and that was 
mirrored on the basement floor as well.”

Fifty per cent of the basement was dug down, lowered and 
underpinned to increase the ceiling height to just over eight 
feet then pushed back 10 feet to increase the size of the laun-
dry room and media room.

“Now in the basement they have a small wine room, two 
bedrooms, a bathroom and a media room,” Puga says. “Up-
stairs we switched around the kitchen from the west side to 

the east side of the house ... and got rid of the French doors 
and opened that wall up to a 14-foot by 7-foot glass double 
sliders which flooded the space with light. The old kitchen 
space became the family room entertainment space.”

Jenny Martin of Jenny Martin Design was very much 
involved in designing both the new space as well as pulling 
together the interior design.

“This project was gutted down to the bone and the clients 
were fantastic, they gave us full control and just said make it 
work and look fabulous, so it was a great experience,” Martin 
says. “They are still giving us feedback, saying every time they 
wake up they feel like they are in a W Hotel. The home has an 
edge and real character which they just love, so we are all so 
pleased they are so happy.”

The success of this remodeled home is in the way each 
member of the family is happy and comfortable in the space 
and that’s the bottom line of what a family home should be.

Rebuilding a family home for the long-term

The five-bedroom home was in dire need of updating. It had previously gone through several renovations, but the configuration wasn’t working for the family of four plus a nanny who now live in the 
home. With the help of Vision Built Homes, the Vancouver home is now modernized and perfect for the owners.
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ask a 
reno pro

The Greater Vancouver 
Home Builders’ Association, 
CMHC and Fortis BC will host 
the annual Ask a Pro Renova-
tion Seminar and Expo on 
Thursday May 16 from 5:30 
to 9 p.m. at 3250 Commercial 
Drive, in Vancouver. 

Presentations will cover the 
reno and design process, Reno-
Mark, legal issues and permits. 
And in between the speaking 
sessions, you’ll have the op-
portunity to talk to renovators 
and suppliers face-to-face and 
ask them anything you like. For 
more info, visit gvhba.org or 
call 778-565-4288. 12
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Shepherd, manager of finance and adminis-
tration for MLK Properties. “It doesn’t need to 
be a stereotypical ‘accessible’ home.”

The SAFERhome Standards Society, spon-
sored by the Homeowner Protection Office, 
BC Housing, the Vancouver Resource Society 
and the Applied Science Technologists and 
Technicians of British Columbia, lays out a 
19-point list for homebuilders and buyers to 
ensure that their home is built to conform 
to certain principles, called universal home 
design.

Such principles will allow developers and 
builders to construct homes that will stand 
the test of time and ensure continued safety 
for residents of all ages, from toddlers to 
senior citizens.

Among the standards are wider hallways, 
flush exterior thresholds and outlets that are 
set higher than usual.

Outlets that are placed higher on the wall 
mean that those with back problems will find 
it easier to plug in their appliances as they 
won’t have to bend as far to reach them.

Similarly, light switches should be placed 
six inches lower than usual to lessen the dif-
ference between tall and short members of 
the family, and prevent people having to reach 
for the switch. According to the SAFERhome 
Standards, the original height of 48 inches 
was to accommodate wainscoting, which is no 
longer a favoured design detail. Making the 
light switch lower also gives you the ability to 
switch it on or off with your elbow (depend-

ing on your height) if your hands are 
full; something that would be incredibly 
convenient when you come in with the 
groceries!

Wider hallways are built to accommo-
date wheelchairs and walkers, should the 
homeowner require them in the future.

A shower without a lip to step over is 
another requirement, to prevent people 
from falling when they step into the 
shower. Regulations over where the 
shower controls are located (closer to the 
edge instead of in the centre) is one of the 
19 standards that a builder must comply 
with. It is also recommended that a hom-
eowner install more than one showerhead 
to cater to people of differing heights.

“We want these homes to be ‘forever’ 
homes,” Shepherd says. “Someone should 
be able to live there long-term.”

MLK Properties is currently selling a 
home in Richmond that has been built to 
conform with SAFERhome Standards. It 
is the first such home in the city.

“The changes are so subtle that they’re 
almost invisible,” Shepherd says. “Unless 
you know about it, you don’t notice that 
the hallways are wider or the outlets are 
higher. But they make a huge difference.”

Shepherd notes that if a home is built to 
include these standards, it won’t add any 
cost to the homeowner because outlets, 
light switches and other things must still 
be installed.

For more information about SAFER-
home Standards, visit www.saferhomeso-
ciety.com.
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Safety at no extra cost to the homeowners

David Shepherd of MLK Properties, left, says a home 
doesn’t have to sacrifice beauty to be safer. Walk- or 
roll-in showers, top, and outlets situated higher on the 
walls, top left, go a long way towards making a home 
safer in the long run.
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Our Showroom is Your Showroom

www.kitchenandbathclassics.com
Vancouver 
2198 Yukon Street

Langley 
100 - 19630 Langley By-Pass

Abbotsford 
3265 McCallum Road

PROVEN SEED BLENDS FOR THE LOWER MAINLAND

Sand-Based turf  Drought Tolerant  Environmentally Friendly Turf 
Fresh Turf Delivery Daily  Low Maintenance  No Middle Man 

Direct from the grower  Professional Installation Available

www.westernturffarms.com

500 ACRES
& GROWING

Call for a FREE Estimate
604-888-7072 

ABBOTSFORD, CHILLWACK & MISSION 604-850-6660

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

 Proven Seed Blends for the Lower Mainland
 Homeowners  Contractors  Landscapers
 Sand-based Turf  Drought Tolerant
 We Grow the Most Environmentally Friendly Turf
 Fresh Turf Delivered Daily  Low Maintenance 
 No ‘Middle Man’ - Direct from the Grower
 Professional Installation Available

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1950

FREE
Estimates

Quality
Turf

at
Wholesale

Prices Prices 
“500 Acres
 & Growing”

CALL CALL CALL 

www.westernturffarms.com

888-7072

You Don’t Have to Spend a Lot of Money to
Have a Beautiful Lawn

604

1-888-888-7072
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By Kerry Vital

Great interior design doesn’t have 
to break the bank. Whether it’s a small 
change to the colour of your walls or 
a new piece of trendy decor, there are 
many ways to keep your budget intact 
while still having an amazing home.

“Paint is possibly the cheapest 
investment you can make and has the 
potential to be the most dramatic,” says 
Sheryn Calvert of Calvert Design Studio. 
“It is also easy to change; pick a bold, 
trending colour that you love – and then 
change it when it’s ‘out’ or you get tired 
of it in a few years.”

She suggests that people who are 
looking to stick to their budget do some 
browsing in a secondhand shop, or re-
upholster or repurpose an item that they 
already have.

“Think outside of the box to create 
unique pieces for your home,” Calvert 
says. “You can also customize low-cost 
items. Plain white bookcase? Add some 
wallpaper for colour and texture.”

Being creative and doing it yourself 
will benefit you in non-budgetary ways. 
It can also make for a great conversa-
tion piece when you tell people that you 
made something yourself. Calvert notes 
that buying a blank canvas and paint-
ing it yourself can make for a wonderful 
piece of art for your wall.

“Almost anything can be a piece of art 
or accessory if you put your mind to it,” 
she says.

Her final tip is to be patient.
“Stores will have huge blowout and 

clearance sales every once in awhile, and 
it is definitely worth it to wait for those 
amazing finds,” Calvert says. “Sign up 
for email newsletters to know when a 
sale is happening. You can also go to a 
showroom and look for ‘as-is’ or floor 
models.”

Calvert points out that there are a 
few things that you shouldn’t try, no 
matter how inexpensive they are.

“In a bag. If these words are includ-
ed in the title of your purchase, walk 
away,” she says. “Design has moved 
forward from ‘matchy matchy’ to an 
eclectic, more personal style.”

She also warns about the trend to-
wards open storage in the kitchen.

“Can anyone always keep their cup-
boards 100 per cent organized? I know 
that I can’t. Closed storage with touch-
latch hardware looks a lot better than 
the typical pots and pans cupboard.”

Another trend that Calvert says is 
on the way out is dark wood. Instead, 
she notes that clients are leaning more 
towards medium or light tones instead.

“Lighter finishes make your room 
have a lighter, more open feel to it,” she 
says. “Grey-toned flooring is extremely 
hot right now!”

Great design on a budget

Beautiful interior decor doesn’t have to be expensive. Adding a 
pop of colour or finding a cool wall decal can spice up a room.

Submitted photos

BOUNDARY
1790 Boundary Road at 2nd Ave.
604.299.1197

BYRNE ROAD
#115 - 5589 Byrne Rd at Marine Way
604.321.2216

WINSTON STREET
8190 Winston St, West of Production Way
604.421.8299

Committed to exceptional customer service and top quality BC-Made 
paints and stains, Cloverdale Paint has had a special relationship with its 
customers since the company was founded in 1933. 

With over 17 locations throughout the Lower Mainland and 3 locations 
right here in Burnaby, Cloverdale Paint satisfies the needs of professional 
painters and home owners alike.

So, when it’s time to tackle that next painting project, please 
stop by a Cloverdale Paint store to get the right paints in the 
right colours to help you get through your next painting project 
with ease.

at Marine Way

West of Production WayWest of Production Way Established 1933
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By Maggie Calloway

So you bit the bullet and tackled the house room by room: 
piles to the charity shop, piles to the trash and your “keepers” 
also in a pile ready to be put back in closets, drawers and cup-
boards but you are loath to cram everything back into closets 
with one hanging bar with everything else once again piled on 
the floor or back into drawers almost never to be seen again. 
So what can you do?

Troy Bell, of Unique Storage & Organizers has some advice.
“This is exactly the time to put in systems which not only 

get you organized now but keep you organized going forward,” 
he says. “We do everything from bedroom reach-in closets to 
walk-in closets, and everywhere else in the house which needs 
an organizing system tailored to how the family lives.”

The entryway or if the family is lucky enough to have a 
designated mudroom is the first line of defense to keep the 
outdoor clothes, sports equipment and Fido’s paraphernalia 
contained.

“If there is room we like to install a locker for each member 
of the family so they have their own little cubby if you will,” 
Bell says. “They can put their coats on a hook, hang their back-
pack, and put their helmets and skateboards in there, shoes 
and boots. But if you live in a condo or a townhouse there is 

much less room in the entryway; most of 
the time there is a reach-in closet so I came 
up with a design a number of years ago to 
maximize that limited space. If you want 
to stay organized it is imperative there are 
designated places for things; if not they just 
get dumped.”

The garage is another place of entry to the 
home and here again systems are needed to 
stop outdoor clothes and toys from clutter-
ing the home. The garage is also in danger 
of becoming the place to pile things with no 
designated home.

“If you are entering and exiting your 
home through the garage, people don’t gen-
erally hang their coats there. Hooks to hang 
wet coats is a good idea, but they will take 
their shoes off so we will put a shelving sys-
tem in there to hold all the shoes otherwise 
they end up piled on the landing or on the 
steps,” Bell says. “The other great organiz-
ing system people like next to the ... door in 
the garage are bins for recycling which gets 
them out of the kitchen.”

Keeping yourself organized

Keeping yourself organized starts with getting rid of clutter. Installing a great 
storage solution for what you keep will go a long way towards fixing the problem.

Submitted photos

4912 Still Creek Avenue  |  604-299-2967  |  jacksused.com

Quality 
New Gienow
Vinyl Windows
We also carry 
Atrium Windows
Over 70 sizes to
choose from.

Want to Save a 
Ton of Money? 
Used Vinyl 
Windows
Bring your 
measurements.

New 
Appliances
• Scratch & Dent 
• Brand Name
Low Prices!
Hurry down for 
best selection!

100’s of Doors
Unbeatable prices on
new, used, interior, 
exterior, heritage, 
French, & commercial 
doors!

Beautiful Long
Lasting 1x5 
Cedar Decking 
& 2 styles of 
siding.
Ready to stain.
Great prices!

Great service!
Great people! 
Great prices!

THOUSANDS 
OF OTHER 

INTERESTING 
ITEMS!

YOU WILL 
FIND 

EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU 

NEED!

SALE 
APRIL 20TH

UP TO 

50% 
OFF 
SELECTED ITEMS

WIN A
$500 
SHOPPING 

SPREE

FREE 
HOTDOGS

POP
COFFEE 

BALLOONS

NO 
PST 

ON ANYTHING

Champagne Taste

The best way to  
change your look...

You redecorate, we’ll resell 

www.champagnetaste.ca   
1101 Royal Avenue, New Westminster 
604 524 6068  |  Like us on Facebook

Home Consignment

7815 North Fraser Way, Burnaby

604-291-6751



Wednesday, April 17, 2013   NewsLeader   A15

BU
RN

A
BY

  2
14

8 
D

ou
gl

as
 R

oa
d 

 • 
 6

04
.2

98
.9

27
7

LA
N
G
LE

Y 
 21

0-
19

70
0 

La
ng

le
y 

By
pa

ss
  •

  6
04

.5
34

.7
27

3

VI
CT

O
RI
A

  8
00

 C
lo

ve
rd

al
e 

Av
en

ue
  •

  2
50

.4
75

.1
15

9
Ca

na
di

an
 M

ad
e

   
U

np
ara

lled
 C

an
ad

ian
 Q

ua
lity

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

E
xq

uis
ite 

I
n-H

ous
e D

esi
gn



A16   NewsLeader   Wednesday, April 17, 2013

Curtiz Vertefeuille of Chintz & Co tells people not to be afraid of purchasing that 
unique piece of art if you love it.

Submitted photos

By Maggie Calloway

Going through a major renovation is hard; the disruption to the household 
can’t be avoided and the only thing keeping everyone sane is focusing on the end 
game. The reward at the end of the project is a renovation of your dreams but 
there is more to come: the fun stuff.

Accessorizing your home is like adding jewelry to an outfit; you don’t want to 
wear everything in your jewelry box all at once. Less is more.

Curtis Vertefeuille works at Chintz & Co., which carries accessories from 
around the world.

“The accessories are the sparkle in the room, the finishing touches that make a 
room work, feel finished. This is the part of interior design you can easily change 
by season, weekly, by a whim,” he says. “You are not going to change sofas or car-
peting but accessories can change a room instantly, refreshes the look and makes 
it constantly interesting. The trend today is to have larger accessories, oversize 
statues, artwork, etc. (It’s) a much bolder approach.”

If you are a collector think about highlighting a few pieces instead of present-
ing the whole collection at once, which may create a blur. Your home should be a 
place of serenity and displaying items on every surface negates that peace.

“Don’t be afraid of buying that unique maybe strange piece you love; make the 
room your own,” Vertefeuille says. “You want to create a story, make a statement 
but don’t be afraid of wandering a bit as well. Times are eclectic and mixing old 
with new is a great look. Also, bold colours are huge right now; one hit of vibrant 
colour looks fantastic. Teal was very big last year, this year greys, off-blacks and 
big bunches of red. It’s a lot of fun.”

Accessorizing the home

THE 
BIGGEST 

SELECTION 
OF KITCHEN 

RANGE 
HOODS IN 
CANADA

KitchenHoods.ca

ADDITIONAL 
DISCOUNT

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM WITH THIS COUPON FOR ADDITIONAL SAVINGS
NOT VALID FOR ONLINE PURCHASES. EXPIRES MAY 17, 2013

7272 Buller Ave, Burnaby
604.430.5252

$599

$299 $645

$649 $738

$431$429$399

HUGE CLEARANCE 
SPRING SALE
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By Maggie Calloway

More and more people are either working full-time from 
home or bringing a significant part of their workload home 
plus managing the household finances, scheduling of everyone 
going in different directions and staying in touch with friends 
and relatives through social media. Whew! 

For those of us who work from home a designated space is 
crucial. Trying to be productive when work is scattered from 
the dining room table to the kitchen counter does not bode 
well for your sanity, never mind productivity.

Aris Catevatis, Principal with Ace Integrated Systems, who 
specialize in wiring and installing systems in both home and 
corporate offices, says, “We first-of-all do a site visit to figure 
out the design and layout of the room and how it’s going to be 
used. Where is the desk going to be placed, is the television 
going to be used as a monitor? You can have a small monitor 
on your desk but you can also connect your laptop or your PC 
to the television for watching movies or hold a meeting where 
everyone needs to be able to see what’s on the screen.”

If you are doing a renovation and the room has been 
stripped back to the studs, this is the time to call in the experts 
to install the correct wiring to handle all the electronics.

It is a good idea to wire-up two or three different locations, 
instead of the usual one, so there is built-in flexibility. The 
way technology is moving at breakneck speed, it makes sense 
to pre-wire instead of trying to make an inadequate system 
expand.

For those who don’t need a designated home office the idea 
of having a desk and separate monitors is a thing of the past.

“Nowadays our clients integrate their current living rooms, 
master bedrooms, media rooms/family room, theatres and 
even kitchen television screens; they are now being used as 
offices, controlled by Control4 Remotes and in-wall touch-
screens, to control the computer, television, Apple TV, media 
player, all from the iPhone or Android in everyone’s pocket, 
or they can even use an iPad or any PC tablet to control the 
(audio-visual) equipment and computers,” Catevatis says. “Up-
dating files between your home computer, laptop, tablet and 
phone (has) never been easier. Spreadsheets, PDF files, photos 
and even media can be shared in seconds with programs like 

Dropbox which offers free service. Plus, if 
you want to view your home surveillance 
system from your computer or phone from 
anywhere in the world that can be wired in at 
the same time.” 

Gone are the days when setting up a home 
office meant calling your service provider to 
come in and install a simple jack.

Integrating the home 
office into your space

Aris Catevatis of Ace Integrated Systems notes 
that most people don’t have a dedicated 
home office anymore, and instead integrate it 
with another room, such as the media room, 
bedroom or family room.
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Energy Wise
Manufacturer’s Rebate

Min.

$100

Insulating
Air Pockets

Inspiring
Design

Bring Style Into Your Bedroom

www.arlenes.com

Vancouver - Burnaby - Langley

50%OFF
MAXWELL FABRICS

FOR DRAPERY ORDERS
Valid to April 30th

L ight  in ter fer ing wi th your s leep? 
Ar lene’s has the so lut ion for  you… 
wi th beaut i fu l  b lackout mater ia ls 
per fect  for  b lock ing most natura l  l ight 
f rom f i l l ing your room… you’ l l  wake 
up when you want to ! !  S leep t ight .

It’s time to treat yourself and 
treat your home to our Free
In-Home Service. By Calling:

( 604 ) 608-1177

Wake Up When You Want To With Our Room Darkening Window Coverings 
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Kitchen&Bathroom
RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

ENJA RENOVATION LTD.
#133 - 5589 Byrne Road, Burnaby
T 604-432-9886   F 604-438-3652

WWW.ENJA.CA

Whatever job you’re considering, call ENJA for a free quote today!
Call now to book an appointment or come visit our showroom!

Spring specials and 
packages are available 
for cabinet & countertop. 
Check out complete 
kitchen sets, units and 
samples at our Burnaby 
showroom.
We at ENJA will provide 
you with an excellent 
choice to complete your 
dream project by providing you with the highest standards in 
quality, workmanship, � nish and best of all, price! 
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TCE TILES SHOWROOM
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TCE TILES WAREHOUSE    
#168 - 12759 Vulcan Way, Richmond  |  604-276-0078  

 www.tcestone.com  

Create the look

Visit our new showroom

TCE tiles are engineered marble 
products which combine a top 
layer of natural marble with a low 
water absorption ceramic base. Our 
composite marble tiles are made 
from around � fty kinds of marbles 
and cover a wide range of colors, 
shades and tones. They are widely 
used in new home and renovation 
projects.

TILES STARTING AT

$350
SQ. FT.

By Kerry Vital

When you think of a kitchen pantry, the first thing 
that comes to mind is probably a jumble of cans, 
boxes, jars and bags. Every time you open it, you sigh 
in frustration and consider ordering takeout instead 
of attempting to wade through the mess. Perhaps you 
have multiples of everything because you bought in 
bulk or didn’t realize that you already had a certain 
food item before your weekly grocery shop. That 
messy pantry can be gone in a flash when you install 
a custom pantry, made to perfectly fit your needs and 
style.

“A variety of storage options is popular,” says 
Claudia Duffield, vice-president of sales and market-
ing for California Closets Vancouver. “People want 
to have different types of compartments for different 
things.”

Popular compartments include pull-out wire bas-
kets, vertical shelf dividers and stainless-steel inserts 
that can hold pasta, cutlery or spices. California 
Closets even offers racks for wine and stemware.

“Incorporating some wine storage has become a 
regular request,” Duffield says.

Other pantry staples that might need their own 
dedicated space is flour, sugar, cereal and other dry 
essentials that you may want to keep on hand all the 
time.

Something that homeowners need to keep in mind 
when discussing their pantry needs is their budget. 
It’s not always a simple equation.

“Pantries are loaded with materials such as vertical 

dividers, shelving and drawers so they may end up 
costing more than your kids’ closet,” Duffield says. “A 
good size walk-in pantry may range from $2,500 to 
$5,000. A small reach-in pantry (could range) from 
$800 to $2,500.”

The materials used to build a pantry range from 
wood to metal to acrylic, depending on your person-
al style and pantry needs. Duffield notes that there 
are many different options for mouldings, doors and 
drawer fronts, so your new pantry can be customized 
to match your existing kitchen.

The most important thing that you need to con-
sider when deciding what you want to include in 
your pantry is how you will access it, Duffield says.

“The size of the space doesn’t matter nearly as 
much as the door opening does! Having a nice wide 
door (or no door) allows us to include more pull-out 
shelves and drawers/baskets in a pantry design.”

Calling a professional in to help you design your 
new space should be tops on your list, as they are 
able to work with you to find what fits your needs the 
best. California Closets offers a free consultation for 
homeowners looking to install a pantry. Duffield says 
that installation takes just one day, so it shouldn’t 
cause too many disruptions to you and your family.

With a customized pantry, you’ll no longer need 
to dig for something in the back of a cupboard or be 
afraid of heavy items falling on your foot when you 
open the door.  The kitchen is usually the heart of the 
home, and keeping that space tidy will make it much 
easier to whip up your latest gourmet meal, whether 
it’s for a large group or a quiet dinner for two.

Finding a place  
for everything
Keeping your kitchen essentials organized 
doesn’t have to be complicated. With a 
wide range of options available, building a 
customized pantry can be an easy way to 
keep everything to hand.
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By Maggie Calloway

The boom in farmers markets, cooking 
classes, wine appreciation seminars and the 
run on kitchenware stores plus the resurgence 
of the family dinner leads to the next step of 
wanting a dining room, more specifically a 
dining table, around which the family can 
gather.

Life-long memories are made around the 
dining table; it’s where the family connects 
with each other and where the day’s joys and 
sorrows are discussed. Serving dinner on the 
kitchen table somehow doesn’t lend itself to 
the importance of the occasion.

Adherents to the philosophy of Feng Shui 
have very strict requirements of this family 
room but we all want to dine in a room which 
welcomes us, is calm and warm with space 
for family and friends and has comfortable 
chairs. No one wants to linger at the table if 
they are uncomfortable; certainly not kids! 

Nadine Miller and her husband Bjarne 
Holt, owners of home furnishing store Casa 
in Vancouver, are passionate about providing 
the dining table and chairs to enhance the 
home-dining experience. Holt apprenticed 
in his native Denmark with internationally 
renowned designers and craftsmen during 
and after attending one of the top woodwork-
ing schools in Europe. He brings over 40 years 
of experience and his very high standards to 
Casa and his fabulous bespoke dining tables 
and chairs.

 “We are very excited to announce we are 
setting up a studio for Bjarne right in the store 
so customers can see him at work and ap-
preciate the great attention to detail in every 
piece,” Miller says.

Some of the beautiful tables at Casa are 
made from one old Sunshine Coast maple 
tree. “This old-growth maple was not felled 

but sourced after it naturally fell from old 
age. Some of the tables are combined with 
African Bubinga wood or Birdseye Maple,” 
Miller says. “Some of this very valuable maple 
wood is still available so if you are looking for 
a custom size it just may be possible. Imagine 
having a dining table which is numbered, 
signed and a limited edition.”

In this era of every family member run-
ning off in different directions it is even more 
important that at least a few evenings a week 
are put aside to take time to cook together 
then sit around a beautiful table and, dare we 

say it, talk. 
And if you are looking for more reasons 

to take the time and dine together, the 
National Center on Addiction and Sub-
stance Abuse at Columbia University reports 
that children who eat with their families at 
least five times a week are at a lower risk of 
weight problems and developing unhealthy 
dependences such as alcohol and drugs. 

So plan ahead, include the whole fam-
ily in preparing meals and let’s get back to 
spending time with each other. There is no 
downside and everything to gain.

Taking the time to sit down and 
have a meal as a family

There are a wide variety of styles available when it comes to furnishing your dining room. From a 
modern style with clear chairs, above, to a classic wood look, bottom right, you’ll find no shortage 
of options.

Martin Knowles photos

Casa Madera

QUALITY PRODUCT LINES SUCH AS
DANSK  •  VINTAGE  •  KENTWOOD  • ENVISION  •  GARRISON
TIMELESS •  LAURENTIAN  •  APPALACHIAN  •  AND MORE...

Casa Madera
B.C. Mainland

HARDWOOD FLOORS INC
3744 Hastings Street, Burnaby
t  604.294.WOOD (9663)    f  604.294.9688    w  casamadera� oors.com

Wide Plank Engineered 
BRUSHED OAK
Solid 
OAK HARDWOOD

Voted #1 Flooring Store
in Burnaby for 2012

1
PLACE2012

Dozens of 
styles &
colours

to choose
from

$4.99
     SQUARE FOOT

 Starting at

$3.99
     SQUARE FOOT

 Starting at
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By Maggie Calloway

You have searched and searched for the 
perfect piece of furniture to complete a room 
and although you have seen many great pieces 
they are just not right. So what can you do?

Consider having something designed and 
custom-made for you.

Metro Vancouver’s Harris & Blake Fine 
Cabinetry Inc. can design and make the fur-
niture piece of your dreams so fine that it will 
become a family heirloom passed down and 
treasured through the generations.

Partner Robert Blakemore graduated from 
The Rycotewood Furniture Centre in Oxford, 
which has an international reputation as 
a centre of excellence in innovative furni-
ture design and making, with distinction in 
furniture crafts and associated design. After 
graduating he worked under master crafts-

man Phillip Koomen.
Partner Andrew Harrison has 

an equally impressive resume. 
Harrison attended the British 
Columbia Institute of Technol-
ogy, graduating from the Bench-
work and Joinery Program, 
then apprenticed at a high-end 
custom furniture shop under the 
expertise of master craftsmen. 
Eventually Harrison created his 
own company, Architectural 
Millwork and Design, which 
was very successful. 

The opportunity to partner 
with Blakemore presented itself 
and the new company was born.

“We have a great melding of 
talents and experience at our 
company. Andrew is an excep-
tional finisher and looks after 
that segment of the workshop and manufac-
turing and I look after the design,” Blakemore 
says. “We invested quite heavily five years ago 
in machinery from Italy which allows us to 
take our designs from a computer design pro-
gram directly onto this machine; it produces 
shapes and parts for us. For a small shop it 
was a huge investment but very worthwhile. It 
has enabled us to go to the next level.”

Harris & Blake doesn’t sell to retail outlets. 
They work directly with designers, architects 
and individual clients to meet their needs.

“Typically a client will have an idea of 
something they want, be it a dining table, 
coffee table, an entertainment unit or other 
need. We meet with them and listen to their 
need and what they envision; I spend a lot of 
time listening which is key,” Blakemore says. 

“Then I have the opportunity to expose 
them to different woods and different 
ways of approaching the design. It is a 
collaborative effort; we go through the 
process tweaking as we go until the cli-
ent is happy. Sometimes I make a model 
and then the wood, stains and finishes 
are chosen based on the requirement of 
that particular piece. We have the capa-
bility of making exceptional pieces of 
furniture in our workshop and we utilize 
the best materials. We only use North 
American materials but what we are 
also able to do is meet budgets while at 
the same time bringing our talents and 
expertise to every project big or small.”

This high level of work is apparent.
“If a person enjoys quality and wants 

something very specific, that is very 
possible,” Blakemore says. “The level of 
work we do and the care we put into a 
piece doesn’t change. We find out what 
clients need and design a piece that is 
within a budget and are very happy to 
do so.”

Customizing the perfect piece of furniture

Robert Blakemore at Harris & Blake Fine Cabinetry 
says he enjoys introducing customers to new styles, 
different woods and a new way of approaching the 
design of the piece.

Submitted photos

If you can’t find the perfect piece in a store, you 
should consider having it custom-made for you 
to fit your style, your space and your budget.

Submitted photo
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With the purchase of select   
York Affinity Home Comfort Systems receive:

Stay cool this  
summer with 

www.bccoastalenergy.ca

Please Call 
604-630-7215  

For A Free Estimate

3 Months  
No Interest 

No 
Payments 

OAC

> $800 Fortis Gas Rebate
> Up to $1210 in Instant Manufacturer’s Rebates
> Free 10 Year Parts and Labor Warranty

Hurry! Offer Ends 
April 30, 2013!

Note: Fortis Gas Rebate ends July 1, 2013


