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to spend time with them,” says Krpan. “�ey must be willing to 
assist (the homeowners) with colours, design and other plans.”

Once you’ve chosen a builder, you need to �nd the land you 
want to build on and know the regulations that are in place for 
the type of home you can construct.

“How a property is situated will (determine) what you can 
put on it,” says Krpan.

Once you’ve chosen where you want to build and purchased 
the parcel of land, it’s time to start looking at what you want to 
include in your new home, whether it’s a large kitchen perfect 
for entertaining or several bedrooms to �t your growing family.

“A good builder will help you look at what you should and 
shouldn’t do (in a home) as well as discuss your likes and 
dislikes,” says Krpan.

�is is the perfect time to talk about your dream master suite 
or what you love about a friend or family member’s house. 
�ose granite countertops and heated tile �oors are important 
parts of the design puzzle, and your builder needs to know that 
you want them included.

“In most cases you will be working with a designer who 
works with the builder,” say Krpan. �ey will collaborate with 
you to lay out everything you want for your perfect home.

Once you have �nalized your design and everyone is on the 
same page, it’s time to discuss how much it will cost and draw 
up a contract.

“It’s best to enlighten people about what the process is,” says 
Krpan. “Everything has a price tag attached.”

�e contract you sign should include the square footage 
of the home, a total breakdown of the costs you will incur 
including the price per square foot and the quality of �nishings 
that will be in the home.

“It should also include a payment schedule,” Krpan says. 
“For example, I ask for 25 per cent to start. �en, another 25 
per cent once the roof, doors and windows go on. �e next 40 
per cent would be required when the heating, air conditioning 
and electrical go in and drywall goes up. �e �nal 10 per cent 
would be due once everything is �nished and a �nal inspection 
is done.”

However, Krpan warns that even though you may have 
signed a contract stating how much you will be paying for 
your new home, if you come up with some new ideas mid-way 
through, there might be some extra costs.

“An example would be a high-end chandelier,” he says, 
adding that the homeowner would have to pay for that on top 
of the agreed-upon cost.

“You don’t want any misunderstandings between the builder 
and the customer,” Krpan says. “�at’s why there needs to be 
a good contract in place. Having a contract keeps everyone 
honest  and everyone understands the cost.”

You should also be given a construction speci�cations sheet 
when completing a contract. �at sheet (Krpan’s are usually 
four or �ve pages long) will list the construction materials the 
builder will use.

“I list the important things,” says Krpan. “I’m not going to 
list the brand of concrete used or anything, but I will list things 
like the cultured stone for the front or the type of windows, 
for example. It’s important to protect both the builder and the 
customer.”

Being realistic about what you can a�ord is very important. 
You may have fallen in love with that huge granite soaker 
tub or opulent formal dining room you saw in a home decor 
magazine, but if it’s not feasible on your budget it may need to 
be put aside for the time being.

Your home is more than a place to rest your head. You 
should feel happy and comfortable in your new place, and 
knowing that this house was built exactly how you wanted it to 
be will go a long way towards making that possible.

Finding a level of trust is extremely 
important when choosing a home builder

Building a custom home can be a large undertaking, so it is important to �nd a builder you trust and are able to work with. Whether 
you want a large kitchen, glittery chandeliers or an opulent master bedroom, your options for the design of your new home can be 
limited only by your imagination and your budget.
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