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Figuring
out the
tax credits

By purchasing a new
furnace, Moneca and
Julie improved the
EnerGuide rating of
their home.

How does home renovation
relate to your taxes? What
expenses are eligible? What date
does the renovation work need
to be completed by, in order to
claim it on 2009 tax returns?
In one of a series of articles
that seeks to clarify what
homeowners can receive in
provincial and federal tax
credits, RenoNation writer
Maggie Calloway lays out the
basics
›› p.21

EYE ON
ENERGY

August 2009

Reinventing old into new
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
The setting is stunning and every window view takes your breath away.
Built in 1971 as a cabin in the woods
miles from anywhere, the home was lifted

from a low spot on the property to the
present site high on a bluff in1983; a sizeable addition was added at the same time.
The homeowners, Anne and Ian
Lansear, who bought the house in 1993,
love the setting, the neighbourhood, and

the lifestyle. They’re situated close enough
to town to enjoy amenities, and they’re
also close to Ann’s dental practice. But the
interior of the house is dated and rooms,
CONTINUED ON P.18

Before you begin

Susan Keenan enjoys the kitchen in her North Vancouver home, which was recently renovated by
Frontier Homes & Renovations. In Maple Ridge, another couple is just starting major renovations
on their home, and RenoNation will follow that project until it’s complete.
Rob Newell photo

reno time

PRODUCTS ❱❱
QUALIFIED TRADES ❱❱
EXPERT ADVICE ❱❱

Where
to
start . . .
Renovating your home is probably
one of the most stressful undertakings a family can experience, except a
cross-country car trip with three-yearold twins, but with proper planning
even this can be a positive experience.
First question, is it worth it?
Should you spend the money on a
renovation or move to a more suitable home for the family? Will the
proposed renovation still fit into the
neighbourhood?
We have all seen massive homes
built next to ’50s bungalows which
only work if the whole neighbourhood is undergoing a major shift to
larger houses.
Check with the planning department of your municipality to find
CONTINUED ON P.22

waterwalls | faux rock fountains | address markers

Where art meets water
Our objective is to creat a unique
approach to contemorary water art.
We design and install water features
which include waterwalls, landscape
waterfalls/ponds, and exterior
rockfalls. Each water feature is
designed with the input of the client
to produce a customized art piece.

phone | 604 799 2853
fax
| 604 824 1415
www.watertrends.ca
No.47 46840 Russell Road
Chilliwack BC
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The family room – before renovations – in Ian and Anne Lansear’s and
Maple Ridge home. With Esprit Décor and Frontier Homes & Renovations
on the job, the renos are expected to take six to eight weeks.

Everything old will be
(like) new again
CONTINUED FROM P.17

such as the seldom-used
living room, need to be
repurposed.
Ever since the original
cabin was built in 1971,
water has been drawn
from a well and a septic
field served the house
until recently. That’s
when a developer, seeking permission from the
Maple Ridge municipality to build high-end
homes down the hill
from Anne and Ian, was
required to install sewer
and water to the area.

8-09F JC14

Ann and Ian took
advantage of the installation and hooked up to
the system.
This change prompted
them to start thinking of the possibility of
changing the house to
more fit their present
circumstances and with
an eye to aging in place
in future years.
I toured the interior
of the home with Karen
Campbell of Esprit
Décor, the interior
designer sensibly hired
right at the planning
stage and Jim Severinski

of Frontier Homes &
Renovation, the contractor hired to be project
manager from beginning
to end.
All the interior walls
are cedar boards which,
although prized in their
day, are oppressive during our long, grey winter
days.
The renovation will
see all the cedar walls
– left in place after the
structural part of the
renovation is finished,
whitewashed, which
will make an enormous
difference allowing the
light to bounce around
the rooms rather than
being absorbed into the
dark walls.
The plan is to make
the main floor of the

house, which is approximately 2,600 square
feet, the wholly functional living area for the
couple. The upstairs will
become strictly guest
bedrooms and bathroom.
What is now the
kitchen and family room
will remain much the
same, with minimal
change.
The kitchen’s hanging
cabinets, which create a
pass through to the family room and date the
kitchen, will be gone in
order to create an open
plan.
A small room off the
kitchen, presently used
as a laundry room, will
have built-in storage to
supplement the kitchen.
On both side walls,
glass-fronted cabinets
to the ceiling will be
installed to maximize
use of space and granite
counters will make this
a highly functional, new
butler’s pantry.
New tile backsplash
in the kitchen completes
this much-lived-in part
of the house.
The family room and
kitchen open onto a
deck which, even in the
recent oppressive heat,
had a breeze ruffling the
trees.
The outdoor dining
table on the deck, under
the shade of the top
branches of a beautiful
tree, reminded me of
CONTINUED ON P.19
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Here We

Renovations – the same
company involved in
the Lansear’s renos – is
a case-in-point.
When walls were torn
down the full extent of
previous shoddy workmanship was revealed
and took many more
weeks to bring up to
code.
Fortunately the
Keenans had vacated
the home for the duration of the renovation
having complete trust in
the contractors honesty
in reporting his findings and ability to find
a solution to whatever
came up. Ian and Anne
are in good hands with
Jim and Karen; who
have excellent reputations and have worked
in the community for
many years. Both of
them have built up a list
of sub-trades who are
reliable, do good work
and, the nightmare of
many homeowners,
stick to schedules.
It is the scheduling,
second only to excellent
workmanship, which
makes any contractor
head and shoulders
above their competition.

•
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Personal service...from beginning to end.
Taylor Made
WALL BEDS

$1450

Taylor Made
BUILT-INS

We can incorporate almost anything into your
cabinets, including Äreplaces, televisions,
bookcases and china cabinets.
The only limit is your imagination!

Queen Size

+ tax
installed!

Taylor Made
KITCHENS

Taylor Made
REFINISHING
Furniture
Cabinet doors
Chair repairs

Custom made to Ät your home
Wide range of door styles, countertop samples
Door replacement available
Bring or send us your plans!

Everything made in our Chilliwack shop
We are a custom shop, so we
can make your ideas reality!

GROW

HANDCRAFTED IN OUR
LOCAL SHOP

Again!

Snooze U Lose

15

YEARS

aylor
Made
W
P

T

OOD

OF SERVICE
8/09T_TM18

■ Follow the renovation
of Ian’s and Anne’s home
in upcoming issues of
RenoNation, and see the
difference from start to
finish.
3822910

CONTINUED FROM P.18 pletely do away with a
separate living room is
becoming more popular
Provence.
as open-plan kitchen/
It isn’t hard to imagfamily rooms (great
ine great dinners and
rooms) are now the
good bottles of wine
heart of the home. Curshared with friends and
rently, large and formal
family on this beautiful
living rooms are rarely
outdoor space.
used since people now
Back inside, continuentertain more casually
ing the tour, Karen
than in the past.
showed me the huge
As we become more
main floor bathroom,
conscious of our carbon
which will become
footprint, seldom-used
the new formal dining
space is no longer susroom. Even though
tainable.
the family room has
The new master bedan eating area close to
room will keep the cork
the kitchen, Ian wanted
furniture, collected over floor, which is in good
shape and fairly new.
the years and holding
New hardwood will
sentimental value, used
be installed in the new
in a separate dining
dining room and small
room.
powder room, and
When Karen opened
fabulous new tile will be
the window blinds in
installed in the master
the present bathroom
bathroom.
the views of tall tree
Work will start on Ian
tops with no sign of
and Ann’s renovation
civilization are breathon Aug. 20 and take
taking. Future dinner
between six to eight
guests are in for a treat.
weeks. Like any renovaClose by the future
tion of an older home
dining room, a small
it is only when the
powder room will be
demolition starts that
built to accommodate
everyone involved gets
guests.
a clear idea of what they
Travelling down the
will be dealing with.
hall, at the rear of the
Nasty surprises can
house, what is now a
home office will become abound from rot and
mold to major electrical
a luxurious new bathand plumbing problems
room.
inherited from previous
This enviable spa
jobs.
bathroom will service
The Keenan house, a
the new master bedlarge renovation recentroom created from the
ly finished by Severinlarge living room.
ski’s Frontier Homes &
The decision to com-

RODUCTS

45831 Railway Ave. • 604-795-9376 • Fax: 604-795-9396
taylormadewood@shaw.ca
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Anniversary Sale
STARTS TUESDAY, AUGUST 18

“Twice the Size” Grand Opening Anniversary Week
5 Drawer Platform M IX N’
IR
A
Chest
H
C
T
IF
L
Beds!
H
C
T
A
$
99
HU RRY IN! $
M
299
59
$
FT!
LE
2
LY
ON
LE
449 SET SA
APARTM ENT SIZ E

Any Floor Model!

Bookcase Add Any
Headboard Mattress
ON TH E FLOOR
Dresser KIN
G OR QU EE N
$

5999

TW INS

$

199
$
299 $279
DOUBLE

SAMUEL LAWRENCE
JU ST
AR RIVE D! KING OR QUEEN
LIM ITE D ED ITI ON
FRAM ED
PR INTS
$

S U ITE
1299

* Cannot be combined with any other offer.

...The Secret’s Out... BEST PRICING IN THE VALLEY!!

Snooze U Lose

604•393•6666

45690 Yale Road

(across from Chilliwack Ford)

08/09T_SUL18
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Chilliwack’s Newest Liquidation Centre

Save MORE on Renovations this year.
Ranges

Refrigerators

30” wide

30”, 33”, 36”, 42” wide
Top Freezer, Bottom Freezer,
Side-by-side, French door
White, Black, Stainless
starting from 495.00

Dishwashers

Coil, Smooth Top, Gas,
Wall-ovens
Easy-clean, Self-clean,
Convection

Built in plastic tub & Stainless
steel tall tub

White, Black, Stainless

starting from 245.00

White, Black, Stainless

starting from 395.00

Incredible Instant Savings on Appliances for your beautiful Kitchen Renovations.
Laundry
Top Load, Front Load, Stackers

Storage Drawer
Green Only

Individual units & sets available

25.00 /ea retail 199.99

Microwave

Cook tops

Counter Top Microwave
Over -the-range
Micro / Hood Combo

Electric & Gas

While quantities last.
Offer expires August 29, 2009

starting from 295.00

Hood Fans

Stools / Chairs

Mattresses for your newly renovated Bedrooms.

for your new Dining Room / Island / Bar

High-End Mattresses, Low-End Prices
Tight-Top, Pillow-Top, Euro-Top,
Foam, Memory Foam
Foaam
Bed Rails
from 38.00

Lamps

Indoor Trees

Area Rugs
for your new Designer Living / Family Room

SSizes
i
Available
TTwin
Tw
w from 145
from 195
Double
D
Dou
ou
Queen from 195
Que
King from 495

Boxsp

Privacy Screen

Why pay Retail?
When you can get

Unit 116 - 44981 Commercial Court
Chilliwack, BC PH: 604-393-7242
Toll Free: 1-888-323-7242

Store Hours
Monday - Saturday
10am - 6pm
info@canadianliquidation.com
This ad expires August 21, 2009

ring fr
om 7
5

Directions from Vancouver
Take Exit 119
Turn Left over the Overpass
Turn Left on Yale Rd W
Turn Right on Evans Parkway
Turn Left on Commercial Court
Direction from Hope
Take Exit 119
Stay to the right
Turn Left on Yale Rd W
Turn Right on Evans Parkway
Turn Left on Commercial Court

www.canadianliquidation.com

Limited quantity on all products. Products / colours may not be exactly as shown.
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There is still a lot of
confusion around the
eligibility for the federal
home renovation tax
credit.
At this time, the credit
has not been legislated
in the Income Tax Act,
nor has draft legislation
been released, but some
information is available
on the federal website.
Canadian homeowners can claim a 15 per
cent non-refundable tax
credit for the eligible
expenditures exceeding
$1,000, but not more
than $10,000, which
works out to a maximum
of a $1,350 credit. The
tax credit can be claimed
on 2009 tax returns.
Eligible Expenses:
■ Windows and doors
■ New carpet or hardwood floors
■ New furnace, boiler,
woodstove, fireplace, water softener, water heater
or oil tank
■ Permanent home
ventilation systems
■ Central air conditioner
■ Permanent reverse
osmosis systems
■ Septic systems
■ Wells
■ Electrical wiring in
the home (e.g., changing
from a 100 amp to 200
amp service)
■ Home security system

(monthly fees do not
qualify)
■ Solar panels and solar
panel trackers
■ Painting the house’s
interior or exterior
■ Building an addition,
garage, deck, garden/
storage shed, or fence
■ Re-shingling a roof
■ A new driveway or
resurfacing a driveway
■ Exterior shutters and
awnings
■ Permanent swimming
pools
■ Permanent hot tub,
installation costs
■ Pool liners
■ Solar heaters and
heat pumps for pools
(does not include solar
blankets)
■ Landscaping: new
sod, perennial shrubs
and flowers, trees, large
rocks, permanent garden
lighting, permanent
water fountain, permanent ponds, etc Retaining wall
■ Associated costs such
as installation, permits,
professional services, etc.
■ Fixtures – blinds,
shades, shutters, lights,
ceiling fans, etc
■ Renovating a kitchen,
bathroom, or basement
Ineligible Expenses:
■ Furniture, appliances,
and audio and visual
electronics
■ Purchasing of tools

■ Carpet cleaning
■ House cleaning
■ Maintenance contracts (e.g., furnace
cleaning, snow removal,
lawn care, etc)
■ Financing costs
Homeowners should
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Call us for your RENOVATION NEEDS
VAN HOEPEN CONSTRUCTION
#104-8645 Young Rd.

Toll Free: 1-877-793-9001 • 604-793-9000

PROVIDING TURN-KEY SERVICE IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL,
AGRICULTURAL & RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

If any part of
your home needs
improving...

Make Sure
It’s Done Right!
FROM
N
CONCEPTIO
TO
ON
COMPLETI

• Landscaping
• Tree Services
• Renovations
• Interlocking Stone

Like Brothers
8-09T LB18

•

a dwelling or land used
for personal purposes
such has your home or
cottage.
For more information, visit the Canada
Revenue Agency website
at http://www.cra-arc.
gc.ca/

604•991•1962 or 604•845•1989
email:

acrockie@hotmail.com

8/09T VH18

Tax credits 101: starting out

be aware that work performed by electricians,
plumbers, carpenters
and other professionals
qualifies for a tax credit.
The work must be
done between Jan. 27,
2009 and Feb. 1, 2010.
The tax credit can
be claimed on 2009 tax
returns and must be
of an enduring nature
and must be applied to

•
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Budget, budget, budget.
might want to bring them on
CONTINUED FROM P.17
Be very realistic about how
board at this point to sit in
out what is allowed and what
much money you are able
on the discussions. This could
permits are required. If your
to spend and build in some
save you money in the long
proposed renovation is in
wiggle room. Surprises haprun as they are coming at the
a municipality other than
pen, in fact you can count on
project from a different point
where you presently live,
them, and you need a bit of
of view. Ask the architect and
this is the time to check the
financial leeway
designers
OCP (Official Community
to survive.
for sug“Many
a
nasty
fi
nancial
Plan). You don’t want a nasty
Sit down
gestions
surprise can accompany regarding
surprise halfway through
Mon-Sat
with your
your project when a planned
the final invoice when
9am-5:30pm
bank or credit
a general
highrise development starts
all the casual on-the-fly contracunion account
work next door.
manager to
tor; they
changes are included”
Start a file of photos
decide how
know the
and articles that reflect your
much you can
industry.
style and wish list. Have as
realistically spend and what
Hiring a contractor is the
many photos of bathrooms,
is the best way to structure
second-most important decikitchens, laundry rooms, etc.,
the loan. Should you increase
sion you make after financing.
as possible and don’t forget
your mortgage, set up a
Ask for at least three referthe exterior choice of styles.
home equity line of credit or
ences and follow up, in fact
When it comes time to sit
a straight home improvement
ask if you could have a tour of
down with architects, designfixed-rate loan?
their home to actually see the
Chilliwack’s Largest Scratch & Dent Appliance Store ers and contractors it is a
Start working with a
work. Ask questions about
huge help and time saver. No
home designer or architect
reliability, quality of work, did
point in hiring a minimalist
once your budget is in place.
they stay with the job until
designer if your taste runs to
If you are planning on using
finished, did they come in on
Craftsman style.
7949 Venture Place, Chilliwack (next to Westcoast Polaris)
an interior designer you
budget, did they pay their
sub-trades, did their work
pass municipal inspections
and, finally, is the homeowner
happy with the finished
product and would they hire
this contractor again?
Ask the contractor about
professional affiliations and
check to see if their membership is in good standing
ost of us have heard the term heat pump and savings in the the same process as your fridge except in more extreme conditions.
and if there have been any
same phrase.
Your fridge keeps food cool, your freezer freezes food. When your
complaints. Check with
You probably wonder what a heat pump is and how it can fridge is cold, your freezer is colder. The heat difference just means
the Better Business Bureau
save money. Here is a brief explanation.
there is heat there (in your fridge) and less in your freezer. So if we
about membership and were
A heat pump is an air conditioner that works year round. In the can harness the power of refrigeration to move heat from the cold

7-09F NC31

New Country
Appliances Inc.

“It’s Simple — No One Beats Our Prices!”

Naetw
! 604-795-5557
Loc ion

Install A Central Air Conditioning/Heat Pump
Be Comfortable & Cool NOW!

complaints, if any, handled in
a timely manner to everyone’s
satisfaction.
Every company deals
with an unhappy customer
at some point but how they
are dealt with tells a tale you
need to hear. Ask for copies of
insurance coverage and WorkSafe BC (WCB) registration
– this applies to all sub-trades
as well. Even if the sub-trades
are actually working for the
contractor it is prudent to
have copies of all permits,
insurance information, etc., in
your file.
Don’t leave anything to
memory. Once the contract
with the contractor as been
worked out and a schedule of
monetary payments has been
agreed to (tied to completion
of different stages of work
and sign off by municipal
inspectors if required) make
sure every change to the
design plan is costed out and
that an official addition to
the contractor’s agreement
is made, and signed by both
parties.
Many a nasty financial
surprise can accompany the
final invoice when all the
casual on-the-fly changes are
included.
Maggie Calloway,
RenoNation writer

M

outside in the winter and move it into the house, you have just created
a fridge that becomes a freezer and the heat difference is transferred
in to the house.
A heat pump moves heat at a minimum of 200 per cent efficiency in
the Lower Mainland so for every dollar you would spend on heating
on electricity, you get at least $2 of heat. The average in our climate is
$2.40 of heat per dollar spent. You are spending the money transferring
heat instead of burning your money creating it! In the Lower Mainland,
we have a mild enough climate that we can use heat pumps to heat our
houses year round at a reasonable cost and save money. This includes
savings over burning natural gas to heat our homes.
There are incentives available now to reduce your energy usage in
your house, these can range up to $6,010 back on your retrofit to a
high efficiency furnace and heat pump.
Call the local heat pump specialists to find out more and find out
how much your retrofit will cost. You will be warm in the winter and
cool in the summer and save money.
Class A Heating and Air Conditioning Ltd, (604) 795 2173.

REIMER
ELECTRIC
Lic#88840

RESIDENTAL & COMMERCIAL
SMALL JOBS & RENOVATIONS
WELCOME.

FREE ESTIMATE
08/09T_RE18

summer, a heat pump uses the process of refrigeration to remove heat
from your house.
If you can imagine, there is a temperature of 30 degrees Celsius
in your house and 30 degrees outside, it is uncomfortable, you turn
on the air conditioner and you feel cool air from your registers. This
process is moving heat from the inside of your house and transferring
it to the outside where it is blown away. Before too long, your house
is cool and comfortable. This is the same process as your refrigerator
uses in your home. When your fridge gets too warm inside, the fridge
turns on and brings the temperature in the fridge down to a safe level
for your food to last. What a great process!
The heat from your fridge is actually being transferred to the room.
If you feel the air rising off the back of the fridge, when it is running,
it is warm, this is the heat removed from the inside of the fridge being
moved to the room.
The process for a heat pump is the same as your fridge. You have
the heat from the outside being transferred to the inside of the house.
How can this be? Refer to your freezer. Your freezer works again on

*

SAVE

$

Hope - 604-860-9263
Chilliwack - 604-702-8078

What’s Bugging You?

6010
de your
to upgra/heating
cooling tem!
sys

Get Lost Wasp!
Deters Wasps,
Hornets &
Yellow Jackets.

Only

9.99

$

LARGEST
GOVERNMENT
GRANTS EVER!
THERMOSTAT
INCLUDED WITH
ALL HEAT PUMP
SYSTEMS $400 VALUE

PKG. OF 2
P

Fans & Air
Conditioners
STILL
IN STOCK!

FINANCING
AVAILABLE OAC

For a FREE in home estimate call:

604-795-2173
*Savings based on qualifying equipment may change without notice.

07/09T_CA28

INSTALLATIONS, SERVICE AND REPAIR
HELP IS CLOSE TO HOME
Wellington
Logan’s 45929
604-792-1219

HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 8:30-5:30 • Sat: 9:00am-5:30pm • Sun: Closed

08/09T LHH18
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GET
COMFORTABLE
GET HOOKED UP WITH A BETTER SYSTEM FOR
HEATING OR COOLING YOUR HOME.

SPECIALIZING IN:
• HEATING
• FIREPLACES
• INDOOR AIR QUALITY
• COOLING
• VENTILATION

•
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VISIT US
ONLINE
and
learn more about
our products
and services

5-09F MM22
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FREE ESTIMATES
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

#106-44195 Yale Road West, Chillliwack
Phone: (604) 703-0161 Fax: (604) 703-0162
WEBSITE: www.meermechanical.com
EMAIL: john@meermechanical.com
08/09F_MM18

24

•

Tu e s d a y , A u g u s t 1 8 , 2 0 0 9

The Chilliwack Progress

E
E
Y
O
EMPL

G
N
I
PRIC
009

31, 2
T
S
U
G
U
END A

2010 Mustang V6 Coupe

2009 F-150 XLT/XTR Supercrew 4x4

Over 30 stock
units available!

MSRP ..................................... $45,074
Employee Pricing ........... $39,842
Dealer Credit ...................... $6,500

$33,342

plus taxes & fees

2009 Focus Coupe SES

Save $3481!

STK#31-9783

MSRP ..................................... $29,879
Employee Pricing ............ $27,467
Dealer Credit ....................... $1,000

STK#85-0179

STK#18-3624

"Ford poised toca's
eri
overtake as Ammaker"
Top-Selling Auto dy
Stu
-Merrill Lynch Car Wars
TODAY!
COME SEE WHY

Save $3412!

plus taxes & fees

2009 Escape XLT 4x4

MSRP .................................... $24,329
Employee Pricing ........... $22,348
Dealer Credit ....................... $1,500

$20,848

$26,467

MSRP ..................................... $32,129
Employee Pricing ........... $29,502
Dealer Credit ...................... $3,500

Over 40 stock
units available!

STK#80-0881

plus taxes & fees

$26,002

plus taxes & fees

CHILLIWACK FORD

45861 Yale Road West, Chilliwack
1-888-386-3366 • 604-792-1361 • www.chilliwackford.com

3668320

CHILLIWACK
30309

3-09T CF20

Your Neighbourhood Ford Store

8-09T CF18

