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Safety
counts
with renos
Before your contractor starts a
renovation job, it never hurts to
check that they’re licensed and
have all the right permits.
The BC Safety Authority
reminds us that it pays to be
SAFETY cautious prior to starting a
no matter how badly
FIRST –job,
or how fast – we want it
completed.
Whether it’s electrical, structural
or other work, ensuring you’re
in the right hands can help your
peace of mind.

above your head
Accessorizing your renovation adds form to your function.
Table settings are one of the ways to add impact and
highlight statements of your building style. ›› p.5

›› p.4

October 2009

Greens and yellows, like this Portrait
Homes great room, will continue to be
popular choices. Rob Newell photo

Mix it up with colour
TRICIA LESLIE

Dark navy blue mixed with neon
green.
Sound a little different?
Imagine it on the walls of your main
living space, in your home.

According to Canadian company Sico
paints, 2010 and 2011 will see more and
more people mixing, rather than matching, the colours in their home.
“Surprising colour combinations
like peach with fuchsia, mustard with
teal blue, neon green with dark navy

and electric blue with deep slate will
increasingly be fashionable in homes
across the country,” says Sico marketing
manager Dominique Pepin, who is also a
CONTINUED ON P.3

Reinvention
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there’s more online »
abbynews.com

Reno tax
credit: the
time is now
TRICIA LESLIE
Time is running out for homeowners who want to take advantage
of the federal government’s Home
Renovation Tax Credit.
Homeowners making improvements to eligible dwellings (house,
condo, vacation home) between
Jan. 27 of this year and Feb. 1, 2010
will be able to claim a 15-per-cent
tax credit on their 2009 income tax
returns.
Up to $1,350 in tax relief will be
provided on eligible renovationrelated spending exceeding $1,000
but not more than $10,000.
According to a federal budge document, the tax credit can be claimed
for “renovations and alterations to a
dwelling, or the land on which it sits,
that are enduring in nature.”
Eligible examples include
windows, doors, new carpet or hardwood floors, finishing a basement,
renovating a kitchen or bathroom or
building an addition, a new furnace
or water heater, a new driveway or
resurfacing a driveway, and landscaping, among others.
Ineligible expenses include regular home and yard maintenance,
furniture, and snow removal.
Generally, work performed by
renovation contractors (electricians,
plumbers, carpenters, etc) qualifies
for a tax credit.
Homeowners must keep the
receipts for the work completed on
their home.
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Get a garage that complements your home
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
It always surprises me when I see a home
that has obviously been designed with care:
appropriate styling details have been installed, paint colours are co-ordinated... and
then (horrors!) the garage doors look like
they have been either ignored or bought
without any thought of how they fit into the
overall design.
Think about it – almost all homes have
garages exposed to the street.
Some homes are designed so that nearly all
you see from the street are two garage doors
with the front door stepped ’way back from
the frontage.
We are a culture of at least two-car families,
so we need to address this with just as much
care as we do the rest of the home.
Fortunately, we have amazing choices these
days, in a wide variety of materials.
Once you have decided on design you need
to consider a few practical considerations.
Should you choose a door that rotates out
and upward known as a tilt-up? This type
is cheaper to buy but can be awkward
GARAGE
to use.
You have to park the car far enough
STYLE
back to allow for the swing of the door
and, unless you install an automatic door
opener, getting out of the car in bad weather
to open the door can be miserable.
A sectional roll-up door has hinged panels
that roll up over tracks and lie flat against the
garage ceiling, the addition of an automatic
door opener makes this more convenient and
safer.
Another consideration is insulation.
A garage door is the largest opening into
your home and without proper insulation,
not only is your garage cold, but hot air from
the interior of your home is pulled into the
cold garage creating discomfort.

Choosing a garage that suits your home
– or even improves its appearance – can
be tough. Above, homeowners in a
Greater Vancouver house chose to make
their double garage doors match their
front door, with natural wood and glass
accents. The finished product is chic and
stylish, and gives the home a warm, welcoming appearance. Left, Garador owner
and regional manager Arkadiusz Lewandowski offers clients throughout Metro
Vancouver (and beyond) several choices
in roll-up garage doors. Garador is a distributor of B&D Roll-A-Doors, which are
growing in popularity in North America.
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BUILDING OR RENOVATING?

SERVI N G TH E VA L L E Y F O R M O R E T H A N 4 3 Y E A R S !

Gliders, Motion Chairs
. . . and more!

GRANITE
COUNTERTOPS

Come in to see our great selection of gliders, motion furniture, oak and
pine bedroom sets, oak bookcases, kitchen and dining room furniture.
WOODS AND WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCES

Bring in any of
our competitors’
ads and we will
beat the price by
European
Tiles

¢

99

BOOKCASES
Great selection of
sizes & ﬁnishes!

10%

POWER LIFT
CHAIRS

sq.ft

Reg. $3.49/sq.ft.

WE OFFER

• Largest selection of tiles and natural stone in stock
(no waiting)
• • • • Guaranteed lowest prices
• Quality products
• Service, value, satisfaction
• Specializing in granite counter tops

TILE
MART.ca
Great Prices, Great Service
3 – 34252 Marshall Road, Abbotsford

| 604-746-0943 | cell 1-604-599-0070

S E E U S B E F O R E YO U G O A N Y W H E R E E L S E !

UPRIGHT AND
CHEST
FREEZERS

FREE
LOCAL
DELIVERY

UNGER

r

TM

APPLIANCE & FURNITURE LTD.
APP
Mon.-Sat.
604-859-7145
9-5:30
32659 S. Fraser Way, Abbotsford

Sun.
Noon-4:30
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Fuchsia, like this shade
(left) at a Jordans display, may be mixed with
peaches in 2010. Black
and white schemes,
especially in kitchens
(like the one at Cressey’s
Summerfield, left),
remain trendy.
Rob Newell photos

Expect the unexpected
with interior colours
CONTINUED FROM P.1

chairholder of the international colour
forecaster, Colour Marketing Group.
“Over the next two years, we’ll see
unexpected colour combinations
surfacing everywhere in home décor
– on walls, furniture and accessories,”
she says.
“We’re talking about mixing punchy
colours with pastel shades, or very
dark tones and complementing
them with neutrals – shades that you
wouldn’t ordinarily think of putting
together, but actually complement each
other quite well.”
Vibrant, saturated greens, blues or
yellows mixed with dark, industrial
tones can create a sophisticated and
energetic, yet tranquil, décor, for
example.
Benjamin Moore is forecasting a
2010 palette of “new beginnings.”
The popular paint manufacturer predicts that green will be the “it” colour
of 2010, reflecting a new decade.
Sharon Grech, Benjamin Moore
colour expert, says that green is the
“easiest colour for the eye to see” while
it also represents spring, new growth
and the environment.

Here, too, unique combinations are
being forecast.
“It’s a colour that, on its own, can
contribute a vibrant ‘pop’ to a room,
or creates a softer look when paired
with neutrals. It is also a perfect foil
for bright contrasts, such as deep blues
and orangey reds,” Grech notes, speaking of Benjamin Moore’s Cedar Geen
2034-40 shade, “on the yellow end of
the spectrum.”
Grech also says smart spending will
be a pervasive trend in 2010.
“Give a single wall a new coat of
colour and it’s one of the simplest,
most economic and effective makeovers.”
While green is hot, yellow is still
popular, ranging from vibrant metallic
gold and bronze-inspired yellows to
butter creams.
Orange is moving from pumpkin to
liquid copper and bronzes and purple
– from periwinkle to deep aubergine
– is in. Black-and-white patterns are
still trendy, and blues are making a
comeback, from midnight, navy and
denim to aqua and teal.
Visit www.sico.ca and www.benjaminmoore.com to find out more about
colour trends for 2010 – and beyond.

DON’T MISS THIS SALE!
OCTOBER 1 - OCTOBER 31, 2009

$250 Rebate*

©2009 Shaw

® prices you’re
From carpet and area rugs to tile & stone, hardwood and laminate, we have the styles, selection and
nylon.
™
®
hardwoods
and
Anso
nylon
carpeting
are
also available
Green by nature, fashionable by design.
at our lowest prices of the year.

YOUR FLOORING SPECIALISTS
SINCE 1994

www.yourdesigner.ca

#101-31677 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford

604.854.1633

www.towncountryﬂoordesign.com

According to top paint manufacturers, green will be big in 2010, as well as
surprising colour combinations, such as navy blue paired with neon green,
or mustard yellow and teal. Tricia Leslie photo

Yourner
Desig
*50 Sq. Yard Minimum

shawfloors.com/FallSale
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Hiring a licensed contractor can ensure safety
It pays to check out your
renovator before work begins
“It’s great to feel safe and warm in your own
home,” says Anita Poonawala.
Anita knows what she’s talking about. In
2008, she and her neighbours were looking forward to home improvements to their
townhouse complex in Richmond that would
provide them more warmth during the cold
months.
The strata council had decided to replace
the wood-burning fireplaces in the 48-unit
complex with electrical fireplaces and had
called in workers to do the installations.
As the work was being done in her
SAFETY
townhouse, Anita, a client services
representative for the BC Safety AuFIRST
thority, felt uneasy with what she saw.
“In my work, I get calls from homeowners wanting to verify if the contractor
they’re dealing with is in fact licensed and
qualified. So I did a little checking on my
own,” she said.
“One of the workers was welding while
another was at the electrical panel resetting
the power as it kept going off. So I asked them Kelowna electrical inspector Pearse Walsh,left, with contractor Bob Herron of Herron Electric, consult before a job.
Courtesy BC Safety Authority
if they knew what they were doing. One of
them said he did but that their employer did
Canadian electrical code.”
During the course of work, the contractor
a fire. And it ended up causing delays and
not give them good machines to work with.
“For example, each electrical fireplace inalso corrected other non-compliances that
costing the homeowners more than anticiThat made me think that there was something sert should have its own dedicated circuit. In
had been done and with only a small addipated. It’s best to get a qualified and licensed
wrong.”
this case, that wasn’t being done and circuits
tional fee.
contractor to do this kind of work from the
She was also told by the strata council that
were being overloaded. This would have
“A licensed electrical contractor will know
very start.”
a permit had not been taken out because it
caused tripping or worse, a fire,” explained
what type of work will require an electrical
She and her neighbours now look forward
wasn’t necessary.
Carlo.
permit and will do the work safely and acto keeping warm and safe in the coming
Anita informed the BCSA and Electrical
He immediately had the work stopped and,
cording to code,” said Carlo.
months.
Safety Officer Carlo Turra went to see the
together with Anita, convinced the strata
According to Anita, there’s a lesson here for
“Finally, eight months later, the fireplaces
work being done.
council to hire a licensed contractor.
all homeowners.
that were meant for the winter of 2008 can
He noted that “unpermitted electrical work
The council agreed, a licensed contractor
“If we hadn’t found out, the work done
now be used for the winter of 2009!” quipped
was being done by an unqualified individual
was called in, permits were taken out and the
would have been illegal; it wouldn’t be covAnita.
and the work was not in accordance to the
work was done safely and according to code.
ered by insurance and it could have started
BC Safety Authority

How to choose the
right electrician

OUR TOP PERFORMING LINE NOW ON SALE
Over 17,432
ﬂooring choices including

carpet
RESISTA - SOFT & ALLURING PREMIERE Features
uniquely soft fibers designed to last longer. Reg. $7.19

$5.63 Sq. Ft.

SALE
ENDS
OCT. 31

best
buy

If you have any of these 6 problems and you want them ﬁxed today!
Unlike the plumbers I know, electricians rarely get emergency calls.
Our equivalent of a ﬂood in the basement is a ﬁre in the attic . . .
and you don’t call us for that. You call 911.
So you’re probably not reading this because you’ve got an electrical
emergency.
Instead, you have an electrical problem like one of these . . .

RESISTA - SOFT & CRAZY PLUS Performance and
soft fibers style in a dozen colours! Reg. $5.12................... $3.98 Sq. Ft.
RESISTA - ROAD WARRIOR For outstanding value,
look no further 78 OZ. Reg. $4.99.................................................. $3.70 Sq. Ft.

laminate
FLOORCRAFT - PINNACLE The rich textures and
tones of real hardwood. Reg. $5.15

$3.99 Sq. Ft.

vinyl
NATURECOR - NATURAL SPLENDOR 25 YEARS
WARRANTY
13'2" WIDE Reg. $4.99 $3.99 Sq. Ft.
20” x 20” Reg. $0.00 $0.00 Sq. Ft.

1
UP TO

best
value

1. “My good friend (or husband) tried to do it.” 4. “I’ve got an ugly internet or cable
TV wiring stapled to my baseboards.”
My apologies to the guys reading this, but it’s true. A big

hot
look

years
to pay for your new
CARPET, HARDWOOD, VINYL,
LAMINATE.

C A R P E T

H A R D W O O D

V I N Y L

Let us do the job right. Snaking wire through walls
is an art, a science, a skill . . . and our specialty. It’s
also something few electricians, cable companies or
internet providers like to do. But you’re in luck when
you call today. We’re World Champions at snaking
wire without knocking holes in your walls.

part of our business is ﬁnishing up the electrical projects
you start . . . from outlets to ceiling fans. And that’s
okay, although it would be easier and probably cheaper
if you’d call us ﬁrst. We have the tools, experience and
know-how to do the job right, start to ﬁnish. Call us for
proven professional electrical expertise.
absolutely

free
interest

L A M I N A T E

**

R U G S

C E R A M I C

Dannburg

31760 S. Fraser Way, Abbotsford 604.854.1892
www.Åooringcanadadannburg.com

2. “I need a ceiling fan or chandelier installed.” 5. “Smells like something’s burning”
Overheated appliances and electrical circuits are a
problem you don’t want to ignore. A call to us now,
could save you a call to 911 later.

We install lighting ﬁxtures, fans, outlets, dimmers and
more. Our work is guaranteed to meet city codes, and
we use only copper wiring (no aluminum). Want to
know why we use only copper wiring? Call today!

3. “I have a breaker that doesn’t stay reset.”

6. “We’ve got a ‘mystery switch’.”

If your breaker keeps tripping, you don’t have the
equivalent of a ﬂooded basement, yet. But, you do have
a potentially dangerous problem involving the electrical
circuits in your home.

We love getting this call. If you’ve got a switch that
you’ve never been able to link to an outlet or circuit,
call us to solve the mystery.

Your Satisfaction Guaranteed . . . 111%

If you’re unhappy with our work for any reason,
we’ll redo it, FREE. We want you to be more than 100% satisﬁed.

Get reliable & experienced electrical experts for
troubleshooting, repair, renovations or installations.

We measure our success by
your level of satisfaction.
Tracey Dillabaugh
Flooring America Designer

DIOR

THE DESIGNER DOG

& MARIO

Call today!

Shop Online at www.Å
w w w .ooringcanadadannburg.com
f l o o r i n g canada . c o m

Prior orders exempt. See store for details on offers and warranties. Offer expires 10/31/09. Participating stores only. Advertised finance offer available on select items.**On approved credit. Store may require minimum
purchase and/or deposit. Financing provided by CitiFinancial Retail Services. Finance charges will not accrue on the purchase during the credit promotional period if the required minimum payment is made each
billing cycle during the credit promotional period when due. The purchase price is divided by the number of months in the credit promotional period to determine equal monthly payments to be made during the credit
promotional period. Credit promotional period may be terminiated if you default under your account agreement. See stores for details. All offers are for retail sales only; no contract/commercial. Unless otherwise indicated,
prices are for materials only. Not all merchandise in all stores. Photos are representational only. Actual merchandise may not exactly match photos shown. Although we make every effort to ensure that our advertising
is accurate, we cannot be held liable for typographical errors or misprints.
FC-5year-1009_24206_ROP

Abb.

Reg. #14716
r

TM

ﬁnancing available

www.bluecrest.net.

Msn.

604.857.8890
604.826.8810
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Choose the roof you feel
is right for your dwelling
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
If there is one single thing that
makes us break out in a sweat
it’s the dreaded leak in the roof,
always at the most awkward moment.
You know you need to take a
deep breath and replace the roof
but… with what?
Long gone are the days when
the choice for a new roof were
asphalt or cedar shingles.
Now, along with the other thousands of decisions you have to
make during a renovation, a new
build or just a straight roofing
material replacement, you have
to decide which of the myriad
of choices in material is right for
you.
Budget and aesthetics play a big
part in your decision but also keep
in mind the design of your home.
In the last few years there has
been a virtual explosion in new
materials. Everything from metal
to rubber is now available.
Let’s take a walk through the
choices:
Plastic, polymer modified
and synthetic roofing: With a
little research you can find manmade tiles that mimic, extremely
successfully, anything from cedar
shingles, to clay tiles, to slate.
Some manufacturers, to get
away from the artificial look of
uniformity, are making individual
tiles in different widths and thickness to further enhance the look
of the real thing.
By the way, thickness is very
important if you go this route
because the density creates shadows, which again makes a more
authentic look.

Avoid the temptation to by
synthetic tiles in panels. Panels
are cheaper to install but you run
the danger of one panel fading at
a faster rate than its neighbours
creating a strange striped pattern.
Rubber tiles: Imagine saving
between 600 to 1,000 tires from
the landfill. Imagine installing a
roof that can be totally recycled
at the end of its 50 year lifespan.
Imagine even the scraps from
the installation being carefully
collected and put back into the
manufacturing process.
No heavier than a 40 year
guaranteed asphalt roof, this is the
one for you if you are committed
to both quality and protecting the
environment.
Concrete and clay tiles:
We all want to make sure we
hire qualified and conscientious
roofing contractors but nowhere
is this more important than installing concrete or clay tiles.
Installed by an inexperienced
contractor could, a probably will,
let you in for a world of trouble
down the line. This is not the roof
to choose if budget dictates you
go with the cheapest estimate.
Prep work is extensive with these
tiles and it takes an experienced
installer to get it right… so save
money in other areas of your
renovation but, please not here.
Metal: I have recently had a
metal roof installed on my garagesize shed and attached firewood
storage, and I love it. So much so
that I wish I had chosen a metal
roof for my house.
Living as we do in a very rainy
part of the world with the occasional heavy snowfall, I think a
metal roof ticks all the boxes.
These days there are many

styles and colours, I chose to go
with panels in solid black but you
can get metal to mimic shakes or
tiles.
Cedar Shakes: Do you know
the difference between shakes and
shingles?
Shakes are split while most
shingles are sawn on all sides, in
the west most are made of Western Red Cedar.
Usually cut from downed trees,
wood left over from logging operations and, in some cases dead
trees, this is an environmental
choice.
Fire used to be a concern but
you can now get shakes treated
with a fire retardant which greatly
reduces the problem.
Asphalt Shingles: This is the
most commonly used material.
Made of paper (felt) saturated
with asphalt to make it waterproof, then a top coating of adhesive asphalt is applied and ceramic
granules are then embedded.
Easy to install and available
in many colours one should still
make sure you hire a competent
contractor.
A local company, Absolute
Roof Solutions, has written and
made available at absoluteroor.ca,
a fantastic booklet called Roofer
Madness: Have Your Roof Done
Right the First Time.
The good folks at Absolute
know what a nightmare a bad
roofing job can cause.
“Homeowners feel vulnerable
because a decision about who to
hire to fix or replace a roof usually
has to be made in crisis mode. We
feel this booklet will help them
make the right decision for their
individual situation,” they say.

This year’s PNE Prize Home had a roof constructed from recycled rubber tires:
stylish and eco-friendly.
PNE photo
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Mirror, mirror,
on the wall...
MAGGIE CALLOWAY
Mirrors have many designs functions in
the home.
One large mirror or many grouped together on a wall are perfect for bouncing
light around the room.
A word of caution: Make sure what they
are reflecting is pleasing to the eye. No
one wants endless reflections of a messy
kitchen.
Clever use of mirrors in a small condo,
such as a wall of mirrors reflecting bookshelves or a fireplace, can make the space
appear twice as large as it actually is,
which important when you are living in a
tiny space.
Trading tile for a mirrored backsplash
in the kitchen helps make a galley-style
space larger and is an easy way to add
some glamour and zing to a fairly utilitarian room.
The same applies to a tiny dining room.
You can mirror one wall and, if you are
very brave, couple the wall with a mirrored dining room table.
Imagine how romantic that would look
with the lights down low and candles
flickering in the mirrors!
Followers of Feng Shui believe a mirror
placed inside the front door will confuse
evil spirits trying to enter the house – I’m
all for protection wherever we can find it.
I love big, oversized mirrors; sometimes
placed just leaning against the wall. I am
not a fan of overuse as I find it more than
a little disconcerting to keep running into
myself as I walk around the house.
Remember, a few is interesting and
intriguing. A lot is just…well, a lot.

Mirrors can help add light to your living space and make it appear larger. They can hang on a wall, or, in the case of oversized mirrors, they can
lean up against a wall as part of a home’s design. Mirror today reflect every design style and bring a room to life. Rob Newell photo

BRING IN THIS AD

RECEIVE

10
*retail pricing,
new orders
only, maximum
discount of
$400.00. Not to
be combined
with any other
offers or special
pricing.

%*
off

OFFER
EXPIRES
NOV. 15,
2009
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00

469

Stainless
Steel Finish
$
00
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VENUTO 63700PC
•Strong •Calm
•Sophisticated
CHECK LIST
Renovate
Home Reno Tax Credit
Update
Update your look before
the holidays
16 Showrooms across Western
Canada to Serve You

www.wolseleyinc.ca

3265 McCallum Road

604-864-2671

• Vancouver • Victoria • Kelowna • Kamloops • Langley • Abbotsford • Nanaimo •

• Vancouver • Victoria • Kelowna • Kamloops • Langley • Abbotsford • Nanaimo •

www.BRIZO.com

Come tour

8 beautiful homes all dressed up for Christmas.

November
7th & 8th
Noon to 5pm
Tickets $10

Holl
y
&ThIe vy

ROTARY CLUB
OF ABBOTSFORD
MATSQUI presents...

The

presenting sponsor

DESIGNERS:
The Bay
Lois Swaan
Hudson Madison
Dream Day Designs
Homestead Nursery
Composition Floral Design
Tanglebank Country Gardens
Wet Paint Company/Debbie Tonn

H O M E S B Y:
Sweet Dreams Luxury Inn
Penner Developments
Trethewey House
Top End Homes
Sandra Jeffrey
Argyle

Tickets available at
The Bay (Rewards Counter),
Hudson Madison,
Composition Floral Design,
Tanglebank Country Gardens,
for information call
604-746-4476
SPONSORS:
The Abbotsford News
Milestones / Costco
Abbotsford Printing
Honkin Goose Ice Creams
Starbucks / Save-On Foods
Shaw Cable / Mouat School
Lotusland Vineyards
The Fort Winery / Paciﬁc Breeze Winery

PROCEEDS TO THE ABBOTSFORD FOOD BANK (CHRISTMAS BUREAU) AND HOMELESSNESS INITIATIVES
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Kubus
A fresh new aesthetic
With straight lines and extremely tight 25mm radius corners, KubusTM sinks combine practicality with design.
Concise forms with daily use in mind; squared corners remain easy to clean. Uncompromising style with an eye to the future.
Franke Kindred Canada Limited Tel 1-866-687-7465 Fax 1-800-361-8408
www.frankecanada.com

BURNABY
7975 Enterprise St.
604-444-2000

ABBOTSFORD
2070 Paramount Cres.
604-852-8008

SURREY
7678-132nd St.
778-218-2563

