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Valley Vacuum & Sewing Ltd. 33375 S O U T H F R A S E R WAY  •   A B B OTS F O R D  •   604.859.9122g Ltd 3337

BEST PRICE

GUARANTEED!
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      M S R P  $ 6 9 9
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TIME 
ONLY

C A N A D A’ S 

# 1  C E N T R A L 

VA C U U M

FREE   Handheld 
Turbo Brush

(with vacuum purchase) Ideal for
stairs and quick clean-ups. $40 Value!

HOMEOWNERS TAKE NOTE: You are 

eligible to qualify for the government’s 

HOME RENOVATION TAX CREDIT

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ 
Association CEO Peter Simpson says, “$7 
billion will be spent by B.C. homeowners 
on renovations and home improvement 
in 2009 and it is more important than 

ever that they deal with a RenoMark-
approved contractor.”

With the new HST tax coming into 
eff ect mid-2010 the worry is it will drive 
the underground economy deeper.

It will be very tempting for some 
homeowners to make cash deals to avoid 

paying the tax. It could be a very expen-
sive decision in the long run if they use a 
non-accredited contractor.

If there are problems with the job, 
there is no way of making things right if 

Renovating done right
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September 2009
PRODUCTS ❱❱

QUALIFIED TRADES ❱❱
EXPERT ADVICE ❱❱

Canadian Renovators Council chairman John 

Friswell, in a recently renovated home on the 

North Shore. He and other industry leaders are 

concerned  about homeowners using unqualifi ed 

renovation contractors, which could fuel an under-

ground economy.         Rob Newell photo

CONTINUED ON P.2

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

If you shudder at the thought of 
dark interiors, animal heads on walls 
and dusty furniture, you’re not think-
ing about rustic chic.

The emphasis is on the word ‘chic’ 
and less the dreary varnished log 
walls of yesteryear.

The look is a combination of 
country and ‘shabby chic’ with a bit 
of sophistication thrown in for good 
measure.

Think sheets on clotheslines, an 
outdoor shower while standing in an 
old tin bathtub, wicker baskets and 

Rustic 
can be 
stylish
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CONTINUED ON P.4

This Coal Harbour home used to have a tiny, closed-
in kitchen. Read all about the transformation to an 

open, trendy and extremely usable space. ›› p.3


